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I Abstract

The following communication is drawn from the thesis entitled «Lexicological and
Syntactic Approach of the Classical Vietnamese Language in Demotic Writing from Texts
Translated from Classical Chinese (3£ & VAN NGON)». Our method is based on the structural
likeness between the classical Vietnamese and Chinese, which allows us to deduce the syntactic
rules of Vietnamese from those of Chinese based on translation which we called “minimal”. We
call “minimal” a translation which brings minimal modifications to the Chinese text to transform
a Chinese sentence into a correct Vietnamese sentence. We found this type of translations in two
texts: iR KA BEBELE Phdt thuyét dai bdo phy mdu dn trong kinh, «Siitra mattering on the
big recognition owed to parents for their beneficial effects» and Fi4 {54718 8% Tdn bién truyén
ky man luc, «Vast collection of marvellous storiesy.

1.

la; (N.; %) is an inter-molecular, complex word-tool, seldom returning in a definite manner a
definite Chinese word-tool. It appears as a linking verb creating an equal connexion between two
nominal or verbal molecules.

AN [
chang c6 nudc nao la chang duoc gy dung.
Any country is a country which I could redress

When /a links two verbal molecules, it can be structurally replaced by word-tool ma.

2.
la can, in this particular function, translate % for its value of linking verb and /& for its late
value of linking verb

T4 B T
chi 6c 1a nam nam.
What is called the five organs?

R 12
chin hay la dwra con trai.
So, we know they are boys.



3.

The connecting function of /a in a nominal clause extends, in a clause with verbal predicate, to a
function of putting in apposition. This connecting function can be compared, mutatis mutandis,
to the determiner/determinatum connective function of chung or of Japanese word-tool @,
which assures in the modern Japanese language both functions of apposition and
determiner/determinatum connective functions.

BOML TR
gict ké da dau 1a nguoi Tu Anh.
You sent in death Tu Anh, the one who had already surrendered.

4.
la can occupy a similar position in that of chung by preceding the connected molecules:

A S50
kinh 1€ 1a But da trd ang na on.
Greeting to Buddha who has already paid his debt of recognition towards its parents.

In conclusion, we can say that /a is a basic connecting word which establishes no hierarchy
between the connected molecules. This word-tool appears connected with 2 / chung and [fij /
ma which link while establishing a hierarchy.

la is in fact a linking word, in the most general sense, that assures a simple function of
“séquencgage”.
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