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PURPQSE '

The purpose of this Bulletin is to define the circumstances under
which DPW will participate in the cost of residential care for mentally
retarded or severely emotionally disturbed childrep.

BACKGROUND
. . [

There has been confusion in regard to the payment responsibilities
of the Department of Public Welfara (DPW) and the Pennsylvania Department of
Education (PDE)} in the pla:emen} of mntally retarded and severely emotionally
disturbed children in residential facilities, This Bulletin describes the
circumstances under which: County MH/MR Programs may be reimbursed by DPW for
residential placement costs.

APPLICATION . T,

For purposes of this Bulletin, z child is defined as a mentally
retarded or severely emotionally disturbed person under the age of 21 who
is eligible for a free public education provided by the PDE.

A residential facility is defined as either a mental retardation
facility licensed by the DPW Office of Mental Retardation under the Com—
munity Residential Mental Retardation Facilities Regulatioms 9054 oT a
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mental health residential facility licensed/approved by the DPW Office of
Mental Health. In addition to room, board and supervision, a residential
facility provides an active treatment or habilitation program based on a
written plan specific to the needs of each individual resident.

Costs are eligible for DPW participation under the following
condltlons

a. The need for placement in a residential facility is
ascertained by the County MH/MR Program and documented
in the child's proposed service plan.

b. The County MH/MR Program places the child in the residential
facility. (Departmental funds will not be used to pay for
the cost of care for direct placements by PDE)

by ‘the PDE in accordance with Act 199 (Mental Retardation
Bulletins 199-81-01 and 199-82-01).

d. Payments made to a residential facility by the County MH/MR
Program are in accordance with the Fiscal Manual Regulations
Title 6100.

e. The County MH/MR Program enSures that client liability and
room and board are paid by the resident or the resident's
legally responsible relative as approprlate in accordance
with Department regulations.

Note: When County MH/MR program funds are to be used to pay for any portien
of the costs for a child's care, the County Administrator's decision to approve
placement must be governed by the availability of fumnds and the level of demand
for services to other patients/clients (Title 5200-County MH/MR Program, Service
Content of Program). - -
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