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PURPOSE:

The purpose of this bulletin is to establish . principles and
requirements for delivering coordinated intersgency services for children
eligible for mental heslth/mental retardation services, Children who are
placed with preadoptive or foster care parents who reside outside of the:
county which maintains legal custody will be considered the beneficisries,
Compliance with this Bulletin is reguired and it will be mnonitored by the
Offices ~of Mental Heslth, ~ Mentsl Retardation, and Children, Youth and
Families. ' ‘

BACKGROUND :

) The Mental Health and HMental Retardation Act of 1966 entitles
children placed in substitute care to the ssme sccess to mental health/mental
retardation services as children living with their parents, Children who live’
with foster  or presdoptive parents in a3 locstion outside the county that has
legal Custody'sometimes find. it more difficult to access needed mental healtch
or mental retardation services than do children who live in that county with
their birth parents, A child living in a presdoptive or foster care home
outside the custodial county should have the same opportunity to obtzin
appropriate mental health or mental retardation services as all other children
requiring those services. ' ' ' :
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Moreover, eligible infants and toddlers sges birth through two, o7°
inclusive, who are placed in foster or presdoptive placements outside their &
custodial county are entitled to Early Interventdion’ services as mandated by
Act 212 on the same basis as resident children in that county, '
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POLICY:

SERVICES FOR CHILDREN IN FOSTER FAMILY CARE

—_——

§4000,111. Services. -

(2) Children who were receiving mental health/mental retardation
services in the custodial county shall continue to Teceive essentially
comparable services din the reéeiving county to the extent that the services .
exist or can be made_avail;blgmﬂiggmfgqggmﬁfggﬂgbghqg;po@ial county.. .

T Ab) ‘Children in substltute care shall have the same access to Mental
Health/Mental Retardation services s children: living in that county with
their birth parents.

{(c) Children require coordinsted service planning by'theVOffices of
Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Children, Youth and Families when joint
planning is nécessary for the child's benefit. '

-(d) Chlld*en placed out-of-county remain ‘the legal and Ffinancisl .-
responsibility of the custodial county MH/MR office with respect to KE/MR {
services other than Early Intervention services. Children sges birth through )
two, inclusive, eligible for Early Intérvention services placed out-of-county
are the legal and financial respons;blllty of - the receiving county HMH/MR
office with respect to such services. : '

(e) Infants and toddlers should only as a last resort, be placed out
of county. ‘ : ' : -

§4000,112. Definitions.

‘The following words and terms, when used in this tchapter, have the
following- meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. ' :

) Custod1=1 Children, Youth and Fam111es Agen;x The Chlldren and
Youth agency with. legal custody of the- chzld

Custodiasl County Mental Health/Mental Retardation Office — The Mental L
" Health/Mental Retardation office in the: county which has legal Custody of the ‘
child,

.Receiving- County Children, Youth and Families Agencv — The Children
and  Youth agency in the county of physical residence of a c¢hild living with
foster or preadoptive parents when legal custody of the child is with a
different county. . ’ ) . .
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Receiving Coungy Mental Health/Mental Retardation Office - The Mental
Health/Hental Retardation Office in the county of physical residence of 2
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child living with foster or preadoptive parents when legal custody of - the °
c¢hild is with a different county. - ' ‘

: Early Intervention  Services - Services designed. to meet the
developmental needs of esch eligible child and the needs of the family related
Lo enhsncing the child's development and eligible infants and toddlers age
birth through two years ss mandated by Act 212. ' e

Children snd Youth Intercounty Coordinator - The individual within a
custodial county Children and Youth agency assigned to oversee the provision .
of MH/MR services to chldren placed in foster or presdoptive placement ocutside
their custodial county. o o

. MHE/MR Intercounty Coordinator - The individuzl in the custodial or
receiving county MH/HR offices assigned to oversee the provision -of MH/MR
services to children plsced in foster or preadoptive placements cutside their
custodial county. - ' - : o ' B

§4000.113. County Responsibility.

(a) The custodial Children and Youth agency is responsible  for
making a good faith effort to ensure that there is pre— and post-placement
planning for the mental health and mental retardation needs of children placed
in other counties, and that these children receive any needed ME/MR services

"in . a timely manner. Each C & Y agency shall designste an individual whose job
it  is to carry out these functions <(hereinafter C & Y -Intercounty
‘Coordinstor). This function should be assigned to a8 single individusl in the
custodial county C & Y asgency for 21l out-of-county children to allow that
person to develop the necessary expertise and contacts, Whenever a child who
is known to need MH/MR services is to be placed out-of-county, the child shall
be referred to the C & Y Intercounty Coordinator,

(b)  Each MH/MR office will designate a lead ?ersonu to moniter the
provision of MH/MR services to children placed outside their custodial county
(hereinafter MH/MR Intercounty Coordinator). - » ‘ . 4.

- §4000.114. Process of Implementation.

(2) Prior to placing a child with MH/MR needs in another county,. the
€ & Y Intercounty Coordinator will contact the MH/MR Intercounty Coordinators
in the custodial and receiving counties, and the C & Y privater provider if
2ny, to notify them of: the proposed date of the child's placement: whether
the child is known to the MH/MR system;. a des¢ription of the child's ME/MR
service needs: and what services, if any, the child is currently receiving.

(b) The C & Y Intercounty Coordinator will notify the MH/MR
Intercounty Coordinators in the custodisl and the Teceiving county programs of
each child ‘who was receiving MNH/MR services prior .to being placed out-of-
¢ounty, These children are entitled to receive comparable services in -‘the
receiving -county within four weeks of placenment, The C & Y Intercounty
Coordinator's obligations will include: arranging for the services with the
receiving county's MH/MR Intercounty Coordinator, and arranging for funding
from the custodisl county. The C & Y Intercounty Coordinator will alsoc be

R R S e




b

responsible: for following wup with the custadial and receiving county HREAR.
Intercounty Coordinstors to assess whether the child has received .compsrabdle
services within four -weeks of placement.

(c) Should the C & Y Intercounty Coordinator be.unable to secure
comparable services and funding therefore within four weeks of placement, the
C & Y Intercounty Coordinator - shall dimmedistely “notify the Secretary or
his/her designee(s). . The Secretary shsll hsve .20 “working days .to secure
complisnce with this Bulletin, - which shall include the Secretary taking all
steps available to him/her under state law. Nothing in this paragraph shsll
pre-empt plsintiff class members® rights to seek relief under the Local Agency
.Law. ‘2 Pa., C.S, 551 et seq. A foster parent, 2 C & Y private provider, or a . .
‘child advocate can also trigger this resolution mechsnism by notifying the’
Secretary. : ' : . .

_ (d) The C & Y.Intercounty Coordinator is responsible for. determining
whether children who were not receiving MH/MR services prior to placement are
treated as if they are residents by the receiving county's ME/MR eoffice.’-: The
. €C & Y Intercounty Coordinstor is fesponsible‘fdr arranging for. the immediate
assessment of the child by the appropriate county MH/MR  office , to determine
eligibility for services (if not . .previously established). .. The C &Y
Intercounty Codrdinator shall slso-monitor' the child to determinethst .a case
manager is appointed, .and that services are initisted, as if:- the child were

living in the county with his/her birth family. - The date of . application is .
the date the child applied for MH/MR services in the custodial or the:
receiving county, whichever is- earlier. If the C & 'Y Intercounty Coordinator

is- unsble promptly - to obtain the services described in this.parsgraph for a
child, he/she shall immedistely refer.the case to the Secretsrty or his/her
designee{s) who shall resolve the.problem ss described in parsgraph (¢) above.

(e) The C &Y Intercounty Coordinator is responsible.for reporting .
to the Secretary or. his/her designee(s) any failure "on the .part of the
receiving MH/MR office to provide or arrange for services on the same basis as
resident children, and any failure on the part of the custodial MH/MR office
. to mske payment for such services in a reasonsble manner. Such problems sre
to be resolved by the Secretary' and his/her designee(s) as set. out in
Parsgraph (e}, As in Paragraph {(c), the resolution mechanism cen also be
triggered by a foster parent, 2 C & Yiprivate provider, or a. child sdvocate.

!4000.115;' Process for Qngqing'Requnsibilitieg.“.—

) _ {a) ' The custodial county C &Y égehcy-shall assure that 21l children

receive the full extent of regulatory protections as described:in .35 Pa. Code
CH. 3130, titled Administration of "County Children and Youth Social Services
Programs. . Placement ..Planning (§ 3130.67) and Placement Reviews (§ 3130.71)
will occur as defined in CH. 3130.

(b) i The Departﬁent of‘Pubiic Welfare, Office of Children, YOuth and
Families, shall monitor compliance with these regulations and. with-this-
Bulletin during their ongoing agency inspection process. - ‘



