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A Portrait of the Sartain Family

and Their Home

COHMN SARTAI™N was a man of Emdless SNCTRY
and enthanisan (Fig. 1k Although he carned his liv-
ing primarily as a pictorial engraver, he alse painded
in watercolors amd oils, published an art magazine bear-
ing his name, served on momeneas boards of direciors of
art iastiniges anl schoods, activelly supporesl sscial
refurm mvements, anchdesigned monaments and forms-
ture. A master of self-prometion, Sartain's go.ahead
approach 1o/ life and keen nose for publiciny opportuninss
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Charles Willson FﬂJr. Sartain Ialup:hl hias children o ke
artiszy, and passed on o some of them his instincts For the
grand, publsc role thar he himself enjoyed in Philadel-
phia’s are comamenaty. His aesshene judgnsent, rechaieal
:|:|:r:|iar. 11-|:|||.1I|.'I1"rl'|3'.. &gl chesrhied q'rl,im:nm gained
bim the rospect of hes colloygues o the are community
and attracted honors even outside it
Sarewin's specialty wat reproductive engravings—
ﬂ:gr:l.-i.np 1hae l‘l1|:u|.1||.:r:| ||;|i.min|;1. i ddrawinps. Such
reprmlustionsand their makess were held i igh steem,
although commercial printmaking and ultimately pho-
rography came o dominare the image world during
Sarain's lifetime! He chise o align himself with the
Amscrican s arts campunity ot a elee wlscn |:ri|||||r|;|h.-
crs were increasingly foroeed po prodisce apomy meas illas-

trattoes and slvertisem ents For ther livelthood # His sue-
coss derived froom his ability 4o retin the respect of
painkers and their patrans while sdopting modern print-
making technegues and making sdvanesge of husines
l||!|l_|'hll'|1.|l'|ilin.

Sartiin’s carcor comncided with an ora ol broathles
urgeney in the Amerscan art world, A tasee for the Aec arts
was believed o be the “some of o nation's civilization.” and
Amierscan arvists ancl ||.||.|ﬂ||..|.1;::1.1un||hm| s ams with
serdows mbenssty, “May we esbore such of oor readlers as
have no pictures hanging in their rooms, to pat one up
immediatety? ™o mareer how costly, or the reverse, pro-
wiiled] they see sevnesbing da o femphasis e original |, ard
gives them a |'rmEr.|l.|I|: iaf |:-i|r_1.u1||: rll.nu.;_qln." R - e
penth-contury  Americans watacsasd an explosion of
sl immages, Artists and cultaral leadiers in major cities
regularly organized exhibitions of paintings, sculpiure,
primts, and warercaloss, The public Rocked wsee pictures
made off Bair ar deied Bosvers, aid staties carved al saap,
butter, or ioe. Lithographers such as Mathamiel Cuarrier
and James Merrine Ives sold shousands of “Cheap and
Popular Fereres”™ Arr lomernes were waldly successful.
Fororait ploographess weleomed the puablae jmo well-
appointed shslion in andes, or lugoed et couipiment
Froan bven 1o taven, sciting up tent stadivs that atracied
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an hairseholi] decoration that enthssiastcally promisbed
thie Fuangingg of 1aseeful picrures thraugheawt the house. Sar

taen Flsieaslied i@ thes !ll;_'|'.|!. Canpetifive anid acrive yvisual
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Bearm im Londos in 1808, Saruiin |'||'|.'_,J!I s l-'.llrlvill'lp |ulie

Efs digd befiwe the |-||:h Wi

|'J.r|!. His I':|I|||.':I FRLIC
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a thestrical scene painter anad pyrotechnisg, An inheri
nce [ren his grandmotler enabled the louricen-year
il rie Afjifcfilice Fignesell mis |l|||.|| Swtiine, Sn -rnp_r.i'.:-r.‘:
The Brigish |::||'.I:|'.J.L||'\.J,: peacle ar char eiee waos hl;.,;|l|!.
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sucoessbul damestic and intermatiomal market for amages,
Ty ol painners and |:i-.'||-r-u.l

Sarran enteded & on
|5t intimakers war ||.|.||J; if chae [REARIEy] il 1jrs. Suceessil
Endcrs such as I-fl_-:.-r.ul:h_ Lawreise, sl Tarner -.:--.||;I|r
ot the b CIZEravers in n'|1r|'\-||_|:q,' therr work, and the
resules of such collabaoracive effons faced a haghly crinical
wiiclbenioe. Samain was cnorm I|I~|'|5 foemnate in his choice
-:||' masiers H:'. skill sesais camns 10 the atrentian af oone
af his masier’™s dlicmts, Willkm You ng & Iibov, a |.l\.'r.1|||'.:\.

art connaisseur and dealer, art pulilisher, amd amateur

arrist. Cerley sabeontracred Sarmain from Swain o binish
cHEraNeng the |'|'|J.Ir-. Fiear it B IL.\_ Tl Mavr i papar M-
P i_!_ll e Barly Plorrefone Seboal, svlach Ckiley |'\-1||1||'H.'|||'|!
in TR0, Uheley wan amang the Brat wappreciate and pro
mobe the work af early Renasssance artasts like Crogoo, Fos
rvemy-rwo monchs Samain worked in Chialey™s hiomse,

where he s allowed I||'\I1|||:| the il '.I.|||||I:||.'_ cilllece

el ks sl
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the puldisher had acquired during tem voars of travel in
laly, Egually bmporeens seas the mmpact of Oiley's
aiiaivlanio While he was EiEgeiving |'|L'J.I|."\.. Sirraan
q.'lll_||q.| I_'|'|'|'I_'Llrrl*l T b e = 8L ST IH_"'.'-I_'I.'II [4 Hlll".' J.Illl :‘hlr
Thomas Lawrence, among athers

Cihserving the commumniny ab artists and connnisseurs

e puw-\.| ‘.|||--|I;|'. Uneley’s richly decoraped  honse

prcasle 2 o & M [ETER Il i Sarraim, snel stinulaced

1||-\.||_'r uf his

i ambitions. Adier 'Ill::.'lr“_l Ik tlwe ret
apprenticeship, he began b aitract conmissions foe waoek
(Fig. 21, bur be wos smpateent, Ar oweneysowo, he decided
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o emigrate i Amerie Arined waith bis eagraving ioals,
lemers of introduction, and a portfalio of priaes, be lel
Lansdon in 18300m a ship boanal for Phaladelplia, ascom-
prnied by Susannah Longmate Swaine, his new wife ansd
the slauglaer ol his former masrer. Susannah was preg-
mant with their frs cheld, bug ahe oprimiseic and self-
conficdent VOIS an wold e sl e their deparrisre.

Early Porteait Print
Commissions in America

When Johe and Susannah Sarain sepped ashore two
mmianths bater en Liee Awguss PR, they emered the second-
largesi city in the Unated States, the nation’s banking cap-
izal. and a leading conber for ats bechnalogical, ancluserial,
andl invellecrual shances. Guidebooks of the peraed noted
the predomsinance of asiractive redbrick houses laid oot i
a nead prinlhr"'n e that gave the ciry's streers o calmy,
rational character, In the TR0 and 1841k, the coy™s finest
himies, chiorches, cuboral insiniutions, ansd 'l-l1li|1'l leneadl the
streets serpsunding Imidependence Hall and the adjacent
Paiike aif elie Usiied S1aees, 6 shor walk feam the Deloware
River, where ships from Lanclan deckel The Ssriins
were b spend ihe mest Afty years o that anc of the oy,
John Sarcain’s influence would belp o baill many of the
culrural isstinurions thay began inothat neighborhood, and
as bl '-'i'-‘." LrEa, il has eode i ies arm comimuandry.
Philadelphia was a national comer for priming and
bookmaking. There were many pctorial engravens whose
wirk panged From prinas swimble for framing or allustra-
tions b Faaknote vigienes and membership cemificates,
The arrival af =n cxperienced meezting engraver from
Linifan arvaased a great deal of mbcros snoag Philadd-
plia’s connoisseurs and paineers, English mezzotings were
copsileded pihe the finsa t:l:..lm|ﬂ.e1u|"ﬂuu :n:hn:il.p.lr: wn the
workl, and Ameriean colleciers and arises purchased them
in great mumber, Fow Amerean engravers belore 1831 had
aspemnpred 1o work 0 mezzotint, To scoore 3 promisent
|miii.r.u| i el I'-‘hil.:d-r'l||l1i..:| ATE COMETNUNILY, Sartain imme-
dm-,-'l,- st il o obiain commissions from such well-
known porras painiees @ Thomas Sully, John Mesxgle,
and Henry [nman, anl from sisch rrrq'l:'\-l.'m.'lli'-'l:!- ail e
ciny's wealthy upper claw as Necholas Hiddle, presubent of
the Bank af the Unaed Suees” Sully and MNeagle were well
aware ol the mch elfecs |h:r|.1.1'hle when painnings were

copied i mezzoting, s they were CAPCT 10 COPaEe & tal-
ented mezzing engraver o promote their paintings,
AnEngraver aliwnile] capmure 1the “feelings of the p.u.m:vr.r.'
Meaghe told an dstereiower vears afier Sanain’s arrival.
"Engraving s ol a capy, i & erardavion feam colar 1w
black amd white. and in order b make 1 sucgesshil, the
engraver should enrer inao the spirie aml feclmg of the
paiister,”" By assiiating himseld with painters rather than
1.l.'i|:|'| l:-ll-r|||1|q_11.'i;|l. |1ru|l||:'|;||l.rh. Karwain wisove e exmbdish
his high sianas in the cultaral coommamty of prodiees asd
corsummers of such images. Thas was stratcgically o wise
career chuiee, as it esanldished his repumcion early in ke
century, Throughuat bis career Sarniin's mnee was conais.
tently associated with high-cuiality eeproducisons of works
afart. His choice al sitters and subjeees amd b mvod vermemn
in organizanions comsisting Lrgely of painters and mot
preentimakers garnersd both respect and goand pablaciny,

The Sartain Family on
Sansom Street

I 1434 Sartain was suecessiul eminaph e mave leis grow-
ing family from their At home an Plaladelphag on Baee
Brreet, 108 handsomse rowhouse on Sansom Siocet betneen
Seventh Strect and Irlependence Square. Sartain's new
!1|'q|;|_- L] lqr: ul-:’l,l.'lﬂ.l:lnl'l I‘tl.rW, llﬂi..t\llbh:l 1'|-:|' the archibect
Benjamin Latrobe andd located  between Cheanu and
Walnue Serees in the coty s nched ward (Souh Wand) asd
wisnal Fashiodalde pesphborhood. The Sartains remained im
the hmise on Sanaorm Seeeet fee alosost Aty vears, rising a
fammily of cight chilbron: Samaic], b in B30, Gl bwed by
Herry (18331, Emma (15363, who dicd oo yoar after ber
higth, Helen {1838), Enily (141, Wiilliam [1843), Charles
{18461, and Edward (1349), who died in eardy child b,
0 the Foar soms and rwo daugheers who reached adult-
hiossdd, three sons, Sarmecl, Walliam, il Henry, ansd one
dlaugheer, Emily, chose artistic scciapmitions, (e Sartaln
[ammily gree, puxwh

By the 15906 john Samain wos o successful selfs
employed businosman, having added o pressronm 1o the
back of his house, Two sorvant gaels lved an the house,
agcording tothe 1860 census, and s did ehe artists Sieplen
I Ferean amd Thoma Maran, whom Sareain l.'lu;:hl (B
cich® He tratel innse aof his clidldren in primomaking, and
until they were adulis, they were [ikely 1o b acively



