The Yankee Way
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prendende Day, a clinched pennant by Labor Day,
amdl champagne In {hiober,

The Yankee Way was generations of plavers—
from Geehrig o DidMagpso, from lelu::':,.' Santle
to Thurman Mumson —who never wone another
uniform. dany others either retired svith a hamd.
Tl of champpasnslip rings of wept when traded
avway.

Thee Yankee Way was alse a foont olfice that
tesnds those chhampionships as its dee, “Fine, fine,
MoCarly,” Ruppert would tell MoCarthy after
cach Series triumph in the 1930, “Dao it again
next year™

By the "Ss, champiomship money was mous
tinely figured into a players salany. *Don® forget
yiol et g World 3eries share,” 8 cluby executive
assured pitcher lim Bowuton in 1963 while offer.
ing him a 39IHE) conteech. “You can always
count on that,”

For decades, until Steinbrenner spent hand-
some sums 1 rebulld the franchise in the "7,
the Mew Yook front office was corporate America
im T T,

I coolly hsed the Red Sox noster in the early
2w onge il realized that Boston owner Harry
Frazee was desperate for eeady cashe It wsed ilae
demwntresddben Kansas City Athletics as a separate
farm system In the 505, exchanging wsed-up vet-
erans for promising voung talent. And it paid
salaries that were mo higher than they had 1o be,

“What do you fellows think | am, a million-
aire?” Ruppert, a millionaire, told his players in
1he "2k, Uhas setting the negotiating stancoe for
decades Lo come.

Grehirig, a walking cmbsodintent of Yankee vir-
ek, never carmed mode Uhon 537000, Onher
cmplovees were frequeently treated as peplace-
mient parts, thiekr wervice reconds glven cursory
consicleration, After winning 10 pennants in a
doeen years, manager Casey Stengel was shunted
asiile at e F0L

Tor bBaseball Fans and rivals whs rescobed their
monopoly, e Yankees apgrearcd smug, insens-
give, amd timhitlisted. Bul whot Yankee-haters re-
senied most was their moolonous consisiency,
one Chinese-style dynasty rising from the ashes
of ks |:|r-r|.1:'r|.'\'s|1r. pr-l:uhu;lng mewe than 8,(HH)
victories in all, 34 American League prnnants,
anal 2% world champiaonships,

By 1954, alter Bow York Baad doaninated bBase-
ball for sig of the peevieus seven years, Douglass
Wallop would write an enanmously popular, il
wisiful, fale—TTe Year fhe Voskeos Lost e Pen-
rurent e b0 e a Broadweay omd film hil, D
bapkees), Feen the devil, Wallap mused, was a
Yankee fan.

Feorm 1921 until 192%, Miw Yook bt ondy two
penmant roces, From 1934 until 1944, 1h|.':|-' lamit
one, From 1947 until 1965, only theee, “Every
voar fs next vear,” MNew York spoftswriter Roger
Eahn typed moments affer the final game of the
1952 Warld Series, “for the Mew York Yankees.

It was the Farm system, l.'arri'ull_'!.- stk amd
replenished since the dayvs of general MEANAREET Fdd
Barmow, that produced New York™s autumn mo-
nopolies,

“It's good 1o see some good young plavers
coming inbe the league,” well-traveled Amuerican
League manager limmy Dvkes would say in
1963, “But why do they always have to be wear-
ing the Yankee uniform?®

There was always anodher 330 hitter ripening
ine Mewark, a 20-game winner miling in Kamsas
ity The year Buth beft, creaky with age and dis-
sipation, a Yankee scoul wias ecribbling notes on
a xan Francksco minoes leageer named DNdaggioe.
When DiMageio eetifed, Stengel mensly D=ck-
amed 1o “the kiki," Manile,

Thuss the Yankees linked genesation o genera-
tion ancd championship bo champlnn':hlp. What-
ever the year, there was always a Hall of Famer
iree cubicles away 1o point to as an cxample.

Ceehrig plaved 2,130 straight games, shrugging
off split fingers, eanings, and hambago until his
bady likcrally gave out on him. DidMaggio per.
formed fawlesshy, spoke sefly, and picked up all
dinner checks, “When wou eat with the dago,™
he informed the greenest rockle, “the dago pays.”

Mantle stuffed blesding abscesses with gaure
arsd went aut to play on rickety knees bn Auguosg
Foeat.

A team code evolved, wnspoken unless it was
wiolated, "Youw'te with the Yankees now, ™ MoCars
thy admonished newcomer lake Powell, wha'd
just admindsicred a hotfool Lo a teamoeate in a
Hoston train station. “We don't do (hose things.”

it might be a road shos, but Bafmam and Bai-
lew it wasnt, The club furnished three seis o
pinstripes, so the players would always be im-
riaculately tormasd oot 04 the ficld, coats and
ties wene the mbe. From the day Molarthy had
the Cand 1able broken apart with an axe in 19351,
the Yanker clublsowse was considered a place of
business, When former plaver Billy Marin as-
rived in August of 1975 to take over & club that
bl fablen 10 gamaes hehind RBoston, he qulf;l;ly
pinpoimted e clhebhioose arrn.-mrlhm A% Gne
FEdanT.

“It wasn’t the Yankee clubhomse the way §re-
rrembeered it be remarkesd, “Anyone who want-
o b was munng FTEETTTRT

When scasons swenl SOMIr, as 1]H.'!r didd froem



e bt tene, divergence foom the Yankee Way
was invarially listed as a reason.

“The troelde with this Club,™ growled one vet-
eran, as the 1930 club slipped to thied, “is tha
there are too many fellows on it who aren't Yan-
kees.”

It meant something 1o play for Mew Yok, Di-
Maggino's own story, published in 1946, was enti-
tled Licky T Be a fankee, After he retined, Mantle
had nightmares about hearing the Stadiom lowd-
speaker announcing bis mame and not being
alile Lo get thene.

Rolle Sheldon wept when the front efiloe
traded him. John Blanchard, who sabd he'd rather
slt on the bench as a thind-string Yankee catcher
than start anywhere else, was crestfallen when
hie was ddealt to Kansas li'.it:r'. *| dbon'e wannt to [lla:r'
TvETy d.l:.r.‘ he saicd. *1 want to stay here”

The Yankoo 'Way *o= 3

Evenn during the turbalende that marked
okt of the Steinbrenner era, when the fran-
chise was dublsed the “Bronx Foo,” free agents
still were drawn to the Yankees by the pinstriped
mystique and the legendary promiise of a pes-
nant.

Wade Boggs, one sinike away [rom a world
champlonship with the Red Sox, sobbed in the
wvisitors” dugout of a Queens h.l”p.‘.lﬂ; I 1586 af-
ter the Mets had prevailed. & decade later, he
rodhe & police horse in e Stadiom outfield with
an inddex lnger in e air alter the Yankees had
browght down the Braves and felured the
championship to the Brons. “The feeling.” sald
Boggs, "is something you cant describe,”

That's the Yankee Way,



All the Seasons
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Lefitr Fronk Famefl wies oo of fio pariien i
purchased the Baftirrore Orialer frawchise fand sennd fo
New Yok Me was o poenbler waho wies Pt Hhof fnis
figtrhnders amd the fladgling Americon Lemgue woulid
suiceedd i fbe Manbeeal Leagne Ghants' backpord. Rightt
“Hig BiT" Devery, ometiree barterade, peize fphter, omd
el ol welnh politlcal comnetions, was i
Higiekaaders” nnfser co-nwraer. Purchaciug the frrachise for
T 18000, Deveny ovad Farmedl owsisd dhe ho @ dores
yors anfl ety PREE, wilivre Dary sodd o flor B460 6000 o
Fevcods Rppprel aaond Titlrpdhassr L Hoirarolicn Hirifons

They had friends in Tamimany Hall, 1he oor-
e Ll power(ul poditical crganization that haxl
run Mew York for decades, Any lkely parcel of
land, Johnson was told, either would be unavall-
able o him or would soon have streets ool
thramegh bt.

Hut during the winter a derhied gambler namesd
Fraank Farrell turned wp at Jodinson's office with a

m[l:._l;': r—o!‘.cgilﬁ"-

cortifbed check for $25,000 amd a plon of grounsd
in mind, He and his sldekick Willlam Devery, an
unusally wealthy retlesl police chief with an
ar.n.r.!'lr hedly, would hu:,r the Orboles for $18, 00
Farsell said, and Build a stadiom along Broadway
on Washingion Hesghts betwesn 165th and 168k
Sineets.

The $25,000 check was 3 token of good faith.
*That's & pretey lxig fosfeit, Me. Farrell,” Jofnson
reminded him, New Yook S sports editor o
Vila, who'dl accompanked Farrell, snickersd. “He
bets that much.” he assured Johnson, “on a
horse mece.”

Besshubes the cash, Famrell and Desery had polits
ical frieawls of their own. Within three months
they'd Bought the land (a fodmer Revolutionary
War battleficld; workers unearthed bullets, gun-
stocks, grapeshol, and bayonets), surrounded il
with a wooden fence, leveled the hummocky
grour, amd erected a grandstand and bleachers
that would accommodate 15,000 speciators,

“You could beok from the stands” sald n-
fickder Hmmy Auwsting “and see all the way down
the Hmdson River” Hilltogp Fark was neither as
Lrrge faor as digrified as 11he Tolo Grounds, whene
the Ciiants gamboled, and i was Barely ready for
opening day—right fielder Willle Keeler neatly
fell fovbe am wnfilled ditch chasing a fy.

But it was a stadium In MNew York, and the
club that played inside quickly became 2 pennant
challenger under new manager Clark Griffith, a
sevenstime 2game winner who doubled as a

ifliitop Fark was braldr im die
IWisbbarion Meiphiy sectlon of
Mirsahafian, em the west shie
of Brosndway between THART
amid Tigeh wireeis. [ was the
Higfelanders” foime frman 1900
re JREE, Sihee phae 19205 A1
Fisis Dewii A Sile i e
Coilureadsla- Pres olerdan

M fealisail rifer,
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The Feaxndveay emtnreace to Mo Fark, widclr seafed 15,000 plus stamndiveg oo

starting pitcher lae year=—at agr 35=—amd wion
14 gamas.

They werne chiristened the Highlandees, a naimne
fevoginizing odh the clevation of their waork-
plece and figuechead president Joscph W, Gos-
don (the Gordon Highlander were—and are—a
Iﬂ:cmlar:.' Scottish regiment), But NEWSRIRETS
called them anything that fit conveniently into a
headline,

Thedr first=year rostier was a pastiche of seven
rookies and refugees from F] clubs, and injuries
anel pasr Mitting consigned them 10 founh place,
17 gaines behind Boston. i relying on a stundy
right-handed  spithaller named  Happy  Jlack
Chesteo o plich every dhiled day, the Highlambers
fought Boston down to the scason's final day in
190k,

As Keeler, wiliose secrel was o “hit “em where

Popalar Wee Willte Keoler wats Il frmohises find gare
altraction, eamsing £ 0000, A clagsic place hitter willy
exfraslimey baf confenl, Hhe 5540, FdO-pasnd right
Flelider =hie ‘erm wiliere tley ain®” fergimemtly eroneglt 1o
Tesnd e Pidgfeheesders i Danting thetr fird dvee reduens.

they ain’t,” Buill a 343 average out of 162 sin-
gles, Cheslro started 51 gamies, compleled 48,
and won 4l—a beague recond that still stands.
et he Dlew the pennant with a single spitier
that got away I his final ining as he pitched
his thind gamie in fosr days.

Befending champaon Beston (hen called the
Flgrims} had come to Mew York for the conclud-
ing doubleheader leading by a game and a half
amad were grected By a crowd of 28,540 that ches-
tered 15 dleep around the Hillbop outficld, With
e scome 2-2 jo the minth inning of the opeaser
Basioann’'s Loa Criger laeat oul s inbiekd Tit, went
e third on a Band and a grounddern, and lombered
hiame when Cheshro's 2-2 phtch 1o Foed Parend
salled over catcher Red Kleinow's head to the
chicken-win: backstop.

Criger, hardly the fastest man in the game,
sogred without siding. The Highlanalers, win-
mers of 92 gamaes, would never again comne so
CHoSE Lo & peeniciant.

The 1905 scason peoved grink. Al one pseind
cvery regular was on the disabled lise; the High-
Ianers had to bormow catcher Mike Fowers (rom
the Athletics 1o fill in for 11 games, Chesbra,
who'd been 41-13, slumped to 19-13 his team-
mates follvwed, dropping o 71-78 and sixth
place, 21% games behind Phikladelplia.

But akong e way they"d foamd a nimisle fint
Easgman nained Hal Chase dolsdsesd Maance Hal),
ofie of the best lelders ever to play the position,
a roelbicking foee spirit swhic luied crowds o Hill-
top Park that otheewise had no reason o come.

Chase would hit 323 and steal 28 bases in
1w, and MNew York would contend throughout
the scason, winmning five consecutive  dowble-
beaders andd hodding first place several times, Bui
crratic pitching=ilw fowest compdete games (99)
dnnd Fourth-Righest carmed mun average (2.78) 1n



