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Habitat for Humamty 15 a par: lenominational religious organization. It
also considers itself a global sov al movement. Its success as a movement
can be assessed by the fact th: . since its founding 26 vears ago, 1t has
become the twentyv-first large: home-building company in the United
States: in 1999 alone, the org azation built 4,906 homes in the United
States and 8,776 in other natie - With the backing of Jimmy Carter and
other prominent persons, Hal tat for Humanity is considered a model
nonprofit social service organt tion, Jerome Haggett presents a readable
and balanced appreciation an critique of the orgamization based on two
vears of qualitative research 1 o variety of sites in the United States,

Baggett's organizing theme - to present the organization in its “social
ecology.” Specifically, he pre- 11 this successful voluntary organization
as suspended in tension betw on state, market, and religious forces. He
asks how it balances these 1 sions, what effects they have, and what
shortcomings or pitfalls they '+ vsent. Taking up themes from Tocqueville,
Bellah, Putnam, and Verba, e also asks the extent to which Habitat
promaotes citizenship and civ - engagement, and for whom.

Habitat for Humanity gre  out of the spiritual malaise of a southern
lawver and businessman. (v ifing his job and traveling with his family,
Millard Fuller fell in with o parttual leader who advocated putting faith
into action. With Clarence  rdan. Fuller conceived of a Christian min-
istry that would “eliminate  overty housing from the face of the earth”
(p. 511 This religious visior srew directly out of a critique of both state
and market forces, which ¢ wrate social inequality. Concerved as a way
of uniting these sectors in | rinership, the movement would create both
a motor of social mobility {1 the poor and an outlet for charitable giving
for the rich.

Working in partnership + ith states and markets, however, subjects the
organization to the ration: ing impulses of these institutional sectors,
Ironically, this resultz from sressure to effectively achieve the nonrational
goal of eliminating povert  housing. At both local and national levels,
Bagrett shows, early insti tion builders motivated by a religious vision
of charity and partnershij are being replaced by construction and man-
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