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‘ In their new boak . Seeling Communine i o Globaf CHYS Citientenmalans o
Sulverdursis in Los Angedes. Nora Hamilton and Norms Stolte Chimchilli ex-
plore the cneounter between two relatively new. in some WAy unigue. groups
ol "“.m”'"m“m and & metropolitan area CAPUTICACENG major cconomic, demo-
raphic and cultural change. They want to understind how the context of recey-
L1am "-|'|£LF:Ir:h these new inu:n'rgr.unl:-;' lives aned, in turn, how the MM
Th:.mwhﬂ reshape their new environment. They are intercsted in the uu:m]m
rtlon expericnce and an the somewhat “counterintuitive™ possibility that an
tprooted p{lpu]ulinn can find community in an urban metropolis, Their ol
they mk s mot Lo ;nr.-:.u.-e al a single conclusion about such 4 complex. set of
experiences but to offer a nuanced account thal capiures its diversity while
the sume time uncoverning i WIBLEE LY IS pallemns,

This book is quite successful at the first goal and more moderately success-
ful @t the second, These authors Clearly know o great deal about the Salvadorun
ard Guatemalan commuiities because thewr rescarch s based on over twenly
years of field experience. As a result, they are able 1o provide nich descoptions
ol and pereeptive insights into the migratnon joumney. the process of settlement,
ihe world of work, the role of family and social networks, the legal climate that
migrants encounter amd the organizations thi serve them. We leam much
about the forces that initially propelicd economie and political migration from
El Salvador and Guatemala. We gain insight into how mugrants aggotiate the
process of ncoppmation inte an urban landseope that s changing deamatically,
The courage that migrants demonstrate in fucing the many challenges they are
presented with comes alive in the personal narratives included i the voleme.,
The tragiliy of migrants” life strateeies also becomes abundantly clea . Finally,
wie come 1o understand how migrants manage the competing demuinds of meor-
porstien into the Dinitesd States ot the same time that they maintain <trong Hies o
their sending communities, We learn how migrants organiee locally o promoty
development in their sending communities and the kinds of pancthnic allianees
that arise (o the prisess,

This book, then. i an invaluable resource for those interested in the Central
American experience, It is less successful at moving us heyond the Central
American case and demonstruting how i compares 10 other migration experi-
cnces or by highlightung how it calls into guestion conventional wisdom aboaut
migrtion, These ore missed opportumitics these data could have been vaed 1o
reabize. For example. though comparsons to the Guatemalan and Salvadorin
experience are made in every chapter, readers would benefit from a clear sum-
ey ahoul oW amd why s eapramangs are difforent, Furthermore, sevarnl
studies have been published on the Salvirloran expericnce alonge Gincleding
Cectbia Menjivar's Fragmented Tres and armicles by Adepandro Portes et ul,,
Putricia Landolt, and Manuel Vasgues and his colleagues to name o few . How
do these experiences compare 10 those described in this volume? New York and
Washington are also aress onderpoing fundamental tainsformation. How do
Central Amerncans m these cities fare in relation o those Tiving i Los Angeles
anid why? How does the experience of the Salvadorans living in suburban New
York. whom Saruh Mahler siudied, wesemble their counterpans i urban Los
Angeles” Finally. one of the most interesting, innovalive contributions of ihs
hook 5 its details regarding the ranspational natare of soomany aspects of
migrants” lives. Yet this book would be an even maore useful resouree had the
authors linked their Oindings more exphcitly to ongoing debates about
trnfsnutional migration,
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