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In the past few vears, we have become
increasingly aware of the presence of Central
American immigrants in the United Swares, and
that recognition has been accompanied by a
prodiferation of research abour this group.
Seekiing Community in a Global Ciy stands
out from these other studies. Hamilon and
Stolte Chinchilld, pioneers in the study of Cen-
tral American migration, have heen studying
and closely monitoring this group for two
decades. Their work therefore is not only a
detailed account of the history of Central
American migration o Southem Californda,

Copndermmiareery Necaalgy 37, 2

but a rare longitudinal study of the evolution
of 4 lafge immigrant communley from s
incepton.

In this book, the authors document how
clitferent  actors—community  and  paolitical
orpanizers, churches, the immigrans them-
selves, and other ethme groups—have con-
tribmated individually and collectively o shape
the environment that has received these immi-
arrants and how, throwgh this dynamic contact,
Coatemalans and Salvadorans have created
copmunity amid the vasiness of metropolitan
Los Angeles, often as a side effect of other
aonivities, In the process of reconstructing their
lives, these immigrants have contributed w
the revitalization of deterionting neighbor-
Twwwls, fueled the area with economic activi-
tivs, and enriched the colural life of the
region. Through these activities in the United
Stutes, these actors also have forged change
inongin communbies. For his reason, this
well-written book should be of lnterest no
cnly 10 those concemned with immigration, but
toe g much broader andience interested in
coalition building, labor organizing, and com-
ety formation.

Theoretically, the authors stat with the
motion that structural conditions and global
cromomic  restructuring  have  constrained
wrmigrants” actions and have also shaped eco-
piomic opportunities for imemigrants as well as
=ocial and polincal receptivity in the receiv-
ing context. Although these conditions influ-
ence heavily immigrants” actuons, they do o
detenmine them altogether, since 11 is through
their activitics that immigrants have reshaped
and rransformed both the conditions  thar
receive them and thedr origin societies. This
approach emphasizes the dynamic interplay
herween structure and agency.

Throughout the book, we see how immi-
grants are reshaping the urban environiment
i which they now live. An important area
where this takes place is in the sectors of the
coonomy wherne these immigranis work, such
as the garment induostry, builcling  mainge-
rince, domestic work, street vending, and
chiv labor, This discussion contains many
cetils about Central Americans’ incorpora-
tient, high panicipation rates in these sectors,
andd the situation of these workers, But impor-
wantly, it alsn demonstrates how these immi-
grants are rransforming the conditions of work
in these sectors.



