Review Essay

OF PEOPLE, PLACE, AND PROCESS: THE IMPACT
OF GLOBALIZATION ON ASIAN AMERICAN

COMMUNITIES

Rethinking the Global Ethnopolis: Chinatewn, Japantown, and Manilatown
in Amerncan Societv. By Michel 5. Laguerre. New York: 50 Muartin®s Press,
Inc.. 20000, xii + 199 pp. Notes, bibliography. and index. $59.95,

Across the Pacific: Asian Americans and Globalization. Edited by Evelyn Hu-
DeHart. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 19949 0l + 220 pp. 534,50,

The emergence of the Pacific Bim economy has dramatically aliered the
comtexts in which transnationality 15 cxpressed and expenenced. Both Redling-
g the Global Erhnopalis and Acvoss the Pocifie seek o make sense ol how
Asian Americans have cxperienced these changes, without flaening the dy-
mamic mature of the relationships that nuintain and perpetuate the glebal con-
neciions linking these communities to the United States and Asian nations. Yet
these books differ dramatically in analyucal perspective: the Tormer examines
Asian American communities as spanal entities, and the latter focuses on the
experiences of imdividuals who constilute Asian Amenca.

In Rethunking the (ilabal Ethnopolis, Michel 5. Laguerre explores the devel-
opment of urban immigrant enclaves in a global context. He examines how
three ethnic communities i San Francisco—Chinatown, Japantown. and
Manilatown—have experienced and maintained political, economic, as well as
social relationships with their respective homelands. Lagoerre secks tooadenilfy
how localized mechamsms of space create and sustain these global connections
in retation 1o each other. Laguerre s hiest chapter lavs out the theoretical frame-
wark TOr B[S study. ThE rolwing pwis Chapers @xaminge mow CHiniumwn aod
Japantown, respectively, developed as sites within which global economic and
diplomatic relationships were spatially and racially articulated. Chapter four
focuses on Manilatown as an example of globalized exclusion and marginality.
The International Howse, on the edge ol San Francisco’s Chinatown and subject
v the polincal and economic concerns of the dominant Chingse American
communily. becomes Laguerre’s metaphor for the social. economic, and geo-
eraphic marginalization of colonized subjects in local contexts. The fifth chap-
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ter examines the reinvigoration of Japantown begimmimg in 1968, a result of
Japan's growing economic power and the influx of Japanese corporate mter-
ests, city officials” atempis w revitalize Japantown as a site of commerce, and
the leadership of Japanese Amernicans. His analysis in chapter six ot the ethnic
yellow pages and how they connect local markets to global producers hagh.
lights the dynamic and mutual reinforcement of local and global merests.

Most problematic throughout this study s Laguerre’™s static conception of
Asian American cthnic identity. At one point. Lagoerre maintains that Chinese
Americans’ celebration of Chinese Now Year puts them “on par with mainland
China culwral time and in tenporal disharmony with American time™ ip. 24
In presenting Chinatown as o sie of “temporal and coltural disharmony ™ Lap-
parently for Chinese American participants only), Laguerre simulianeously al-
firms the projection of BEuropean- American orienialism anto “oihersd” sites and
continues the long tradition of perceving Asian Americans as perpetual for-
clgners. Some of J_,-.a_gu-u:rr-c'.-i conclusions rellect oo heavy an emphasis on e
influence of global concermes withon local contests and oor cnough consideration
of existing scholarship, He atiributes the deglobalization of Japantown in Chap-
ter two to the breaking ofT of global ties due w the actions of “the homeland.”
Japan. While the forced removal of Japanese Americans may have severed
Tapantowns formal and visible connections with Japan, the issei and nisel who
were forcibly removed from that particular location did noet necessarily cu of T
emotional comnections, Historians Valerie Matsumoto and Brian Havashi. among
others. have shown tha seme Japanese Americans actually revived their ties o
Japan, observing cultural traditions within the camps or even repatriation s o
result of the betraval by what they had hitherto considered their homeland. the
United States.

Laguerre’s sporadic attention o histoneal context and human agency will
frustrate many histonans. Historians of United States inmagration and ethme
communities have long demonstrated the complex interactions maintained be-
rween homeland and the United States. In the process of mapping spaces of
cthnicity and emphasizing the dymamic processes withim, Laguerre ulliimately
displaces the inhabitants and their expeniences of there spaces. obueuring what
15 af stake in globalizaton for individuals who constitute and give meaning Lo
these communitics, Nonetheless, although Laguerme’s argument that the global
and local are ned separate enfifies 15 nol new, his emphisis and LBoralion off
the mechanisms that link these entitics may prove wseful 1o historans examin-
ing how ethnic communitics” formal nteractions with other mstiunons are
orgamized and structured. The introduction, a survey about the spatiality of
ethmicity, and the first chapter are provocative, clearly defining key concepts
and providing s spatial mapping of lacalfalobal eelaionships that some histon.
ans may wish o explore turther in their own waork. His briel” discossion ol the
mterethnie negotiations between Chinese Amenicans and Filipino Amenicans
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and the spatial politics of the Intermational House soggests the necd Tor more
research about the locations in which cooperanion between marginahzed and
riwlalized commumities is or is nol possible,

In marked contrast o Laguerre’s study. the essays in Acrews She Pacific
locate community m ipdividuals and imterscoons and specilically seck o ad-
dress what 15 a1 stake in doing so. Acress the Pacific oo product of the Asian
Socicty’'s “Hridges with Asia: Asian Amencans in the United States” project.
co-sponsored by the Leadership Education Tor Agia Pacifics and the Asian
American Federanon of Mew York, The essays published here reflect the |'.|-I'i'rj1."l..'l:-f
purpese: o examine the effects of slobalizaton and the growth of Asian Amer-
can populations m the United Staies Tor Asian Americans from o variely of
disciplinary perspectives. Some of the essays tread over worn ground: yer when
recd in relation w other escave, therr different perspective prove 4 provocative
reminder that one cannot easily generalize “Asian America” from specific ox-
periences and identities. While the volume does not explore in depth the expen-
ences of dll who bear the imprimatur of Asian America, the amilyses sen forh
mspire vigorows exploration of mmplications for other groups in the Pacitic Bim
region. such as Southeast Asians and Pacitic Bslanders, who hove expenenced
globalization in very different historical and diasporic contexts,

The resulting mosaiwe effect. to employ contributor Luis Ho Fruncia's termi-
nology, strikingly demonstrates the complexity and instability of A<ian America
Thas is due largely in part to the gquality of the essays, which are well written
and accessible. Arif Dirlik's cogent analvsis of the dual onentation of Asin
America in an updated version of Asians on the Rim,” conminues w constinue
a Tundamental wext for Asian Amaencan Studies. Dirlik persoasively arguoes that
the specific location of Asian Amencans may constitule a =it of miervention
within the processes of globalizaton. MNeil Gotanda’s sommary of how immi-
gration policy wward Asian Americans has been shaped by onentabism will not
he new for historians of immageation, Bot bis analyvsis of Peogple v Bl (TR
and how Chinese have been categorized differently over time is a significant
contribution 1o understanding how Asiun Americans have been raciabized
Uprwswghout Uniied Staes listony —as 18 his olservation aboot boss e ostensi-
bly ncutral term. “cthmcity.” when applicd o Asian Amenicans, actually per-
petuates Amencan orentalism.

The essays in this collection provide provocative counterpoint to each other.
Lucie Cheng clearly outhines the comples ways in which the growth of China™s
ceonomy has affected Chinese Americans. She observes that globalization has
iformed and expanded Famihar discourses o signiticant ways, resulting in
transnational racism and new myths about Chinese Americans as “maodel
tretnnsingeiionmials" witbpine alee elobal ooy, Lo Aol To Fagkand™s essay direvily
compares the reliance of Vietnam and Chana on remittances and overscas in-
vestments and examines the multiple vanables—paolines, educaton, socioeco-
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nomic status, and generation-—that structure the involvement of oversess ¥iel-
marmese, particularly Viemamese Americans, in WVietnam's economy,

Francia's closing essay about home and place in Asian Pacific Amencan
literature completes the volume on o wonderfully expansive yel challenging
mete, He remvinds us that in ovder o understand how individoals relate 1o the
United States and Asian countries, we must look o artists and writers, whose
creative expressions often exceed categorization and chronology. Francia medi-
tanes on the many, ambivalent meanings oF home for diverse members oF Asian
America and evokes the voices of some who participated in roundiable discus-
sioms Tor this project on globalization. Atter examining the notions of home and
communty in Asian American bierature. Francia then shifis woo o brief bur
focused discussion of how “home” has been imagmed and reinvemed specifi
cully in Filipinog American lierature, romically, his fine concluding essay also
highlights the absence of ar essay that discusses the interactions, ideas. and
critigues generated [rom the regmional discussions between scholars and imdi-
viduals from the local community.

In time this volume will serve sis o wuchstone of key ssues confronting
Astan America ab this panicular mement. Indeed. Editor Evelyn Hu-DeHan's
Fime itroduciory essay locates Across the Pacific m contemporary demographic
changes and political developments, concluding with a discossion of President
Clinton’s nomination of Bill Lann Lee and Lee’s evenlual appointment as
Acting Assistant Antorney General. The vears since have brought Torth new
developments, including the United States government’s “case™ aganst Dr,
Wlen [hir e and the Huh:ﬂ-l;-:.lu.n:nr mazhilivation of scveral Asian Armerican con-
munities. This critical event suggests that the role of Asian Amerncans as par-
ticipants n Amernican society, and as conduits between Asia and the Unied
States {(whether perceived or actualy, will contmee 1o be comested moa variety
of locations, This collection is an important reminder of what has been and
what contimaes to be al stake,
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