14 Imegualities

Focating Filipino Americans: .E‘rhmcrn'ﬂmi the
Cultrral Poditics of |
Philacelphia, FA:
2000, 248 pp. 539
2. 51995 paper. ISBN: 1- :-f:-E:?rﬁi' ""EJ-{EI

CATHERINE CENIZA CHOY
Cniiversily of Minnesola
chon w0 @te i edie

In Locating Flipimo Americans, Rick Bonus
argues that contemporary Filipino American
communily formations are intimately ned o
specific public spaces. Based on fieldwork
conducred berweon 1992 and 1995 in Los
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Angeles and San Diego  counties, which
included over eighty inrerviews primarily with
first generation Filipino immigrants, and that
focused on the public spaces of Onental
stoges, cinennuily Tolls, and ethnic newspa-
pers, Bonus analyees how these spaces serve
not only as arenas for the display of Filiping
Amarican wthnie identitien, but also as sites
that constituge these identities. Influenced by
current scholarship that highlights the dynam-
s (as opposed w the static and bBownded
nature) of race, ethnicity, cultore, and identi-
ry, Bomws arproes against the notion of @ sin-
gular  Filiping  American  dentity by
emphasizing the “amiculations of  Filipino
American  ddentities in spectiic times  and
places™ (p. 4 In doing s, Bonus mkes ser-
ously wemporal as well as spacal change, and
he situates Filipino American identities in the
hastorical context of the colonial relaionship
hemeen the Philippines and the United Stages
and the resultant migrant flows  that this
unigue history belped w shape throughout
the twentieth century,

While Bonus consistently stresses the class,
regional, penerational and gender diversity
amomg Filipino Americans, he also clanms that
they share collective notona of their wentiny
as racialized subjects in the United States. In
Oricnral stores wholly or partly owned by Fil-
IpdnG Americans, IR community centers wheee
their organizations convene, and in their eth-
mic newspapers, Filipino Ameticans position
themselves as a vital part of America, although
the fation hds lstorcally relegated most of
them 1o work in the lower sectors of the
American service economy and, in more con-
temporary fimes. conminues to racialize, ma-
ginalize, and exclude them from mainstream
society as inferior strungers. The interviews
reveal that Filipino American ownership oF
active participation in these Spaces scrves 4s
i response to American cxclusion, as well as
i atrategic source of cconomic and politcal
survival and pride. In making this argument.
Bonus sensitively treats these Filipino Ameri-
cing as agents who comest the hastorical
forces ol Uk, colonialism, racialization, and
labsor explodution, bt at the same time desine
ey b inchuced in the nanon as Amercans as
well as Filipinos. Placing these desires in the
context of larger debares abour American
unrnigratiom and citizenship, Bonus makes the
important argument thar Filipino Americans
want o be included as Americans on their
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own s and noa different way, one that
ilaticwn and its erasure of their Fil-
ipind iclentiries.

fncettfing FipiRno Americans is a gencrative
wark et speaks W larger debetes abolt
American immigration, citizenship, race, and
ethmicity, and makes pood multidisciplinary
viac of conrent thcorics pogrendiongs sprace agnl
ickentirge. Although Bonus does nor delve into
areais of future research, his book provides a
wtartings pesinl e mnoch neseddec] work on come-
ity foemations among second generation
Filipines Amwericans and Filipino Americans in
areas aisicle of Southern California, Bonus
indervicwed lifleen second peneration Filipino
Americans for this study, but he admits they
were not his primary focus, Do publce spaces
such as ool halls and music and dance clubs
Frequented by Filipino American youth simi-
Larly heelp ren shape callective Filipino Ameri-
AN wheneiiesT Whar s e relatonship
between space and Fliping American come
oty formanons in areas ouside of South-
ern California where the numbers ol Filipino
Americans are not as high?

With ils clear and gocessible writing style
amcd a chapder thar presviclies the recler weith
an intresductory overview of Filipino immi-
gration S the United States throughowr the
twenticth century,  Docaling Flinino Aneeri-
ceris s o original work thar will be st use-
ful o stodems of Asian American Stodies,
American moe and ethnicity, and conrempo-
Gy i H.




