98 Journal of American Ethnic History / Winter 2002

Locating Filipino Americans: Ethnicity and the Cultural Politics of Space.
By Rick Bonus. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2000, xinn + 217 pp.
Noes and index. $19.495,

This study takes on the formidable task ot charting the interplay of commu-
nity formtion, cultual practces, amnd ethinic dentity in contemporary Fillipino
have very Htile o do with notions of beauty. but rather as collective frame-
works for pooling resources of community-rooted projects of cultural soli-
darity.

Chapter 5 examines the Filipino American newspaper as a fragile vet crucial
aspect ol a community s struggle o chart history, place and dentity. Bonus
provides an abunduance of interview-based observitions on the importance of
the newspaper’s multiple functions in bridging events from the Philippines and
issues impacting local life. This chapter provides a valuable overview of Lhe
content of community-based newspapers, the nature of advertusing, and an analy-
sis of the lotter. Perhape more than the other sues. the newspapers provide the
maost ntense arena in which the tensions surrounding “Filiproness™ and
“Americaness” are negoliated in public forum. It 1s also the site i which the
most pronounced battles over identity and weology are framed.

Lovating Filiping Americans 1s a valuable and welcomed study of under-exam-
ined culural sites, and furthers the thesis that space and locaton rather than
essentialist notions of culture deserve W e asscased as key dumencons 1o under-
standing ethmicity and identity.
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