MultiCuliural Review
September 2001

Bolus, Rick. Lacating Filipino Ameri-
- cans; Evbmiciry and the Cultural Poli-
“rics of Space. Philadelphia: Temple
- Univ, Press, 2000, 218 pp. ISBN 1-
S0639-778-2, 350.50 () 1-56639-
779-0, $19.95 (ph).

Owver the past several decades 1 num-
ber of studies have arrempred 1o chron-
icle and analyee Filipino America. This
has not been an casy task, given the low
\risihfiir].r of Filiprinos, f.sl:r:c*j'::“f rhoge
living aurside the West Coast. A new
work undertakes o describe the Fil-
iping group n terms of “space™—an
itersection of commercial establish-
mens, communily cenrers, and news-
papers. Southern California during the
mid-1990s is the focus of the seudy,
The authot’s goal is to document how
thiz group of immigrants acticulares s
dentry in the face of racism. The
author states that he tries “ro unravel
what 1t means o be Filipino and Amer-
iwcan at the same time.” The book 15 che
resile of feldwork: Over 80 individuals
wete interviewed, and these were divid-
ed berween recent immigranes and firse-
and second-generarion Americans,

After an intoducton discussing
concepis of ethnie identity and a fol-
lowing chapter on the history of Fil-
ipimos 1n America, the work approaches
the notion of ‘{SPHI:-I:" in three separare
analynical engines, The fiest is with the
"Ornental” store, where a sense of iden-
try s created through the differences
attached to ethnic goods and the nos-
talgia thar shopping there produces,
The second 15 through the palirical
events and beauty papeanis held in
community ceniers and social halls.
The thisd i3 by means of the Filipino-
American media, which propagates and
sometimes reconstruces echinic ieniy,
particularly though advertsements.

A concluding cha prer discirses the
varous nuances and consequences of
Filipine "space.” The book s a delight-
hul read, blending a wealth of research
with personal insight; indeed, the study

15 often a self-analysis of the writer’s



