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The center’s specialty is strong field chemistry,  
a discipline Levis helped pioneer in the early 1990s. 
Strong field chemistry uses a special kind of laser, 
called a femtosecond laser, to interact with matter 
in such a new way that researchers have only begun 
to explore the possibilities. New and unexpected 
effects and applications constantly pop up at the 
CAPR. 

Femtosecond lasers, more powerful than previ-
ous types of lasers, use light to create electric fields 
around molecules that are strong enough to over-
ride the internal bonds that hold them together. 
For a brief moment, a molecule hit with a femto-
second laser becomes a “laser molecule,” sort of  
a primordial soup of its own constituent protons 
and electrons. 

Light is involved in many chemical reactions. It 
is an energy source in photosynthesis and a product 
of the oxidation that occurs when something burns. 
But strong field chemistry goes beyond light as an 
energy source or product. It uses light to rearrange 
the very nature of a molecule. Potentially, any 
molecule could be changed into a totally different 
molecule of a similar class. Potentially, shooting a 
chunk of coal with the right kind of laser could turn 
it into a puddle of vanilla pudding. 

“Nobody ever thought about doing this with 
light fields because nobody could ever get inten-
sities near what were needed,” Levis says. “All 
of a sudden, we were there. It was like the floor 
dropped open and we were in a whole new world 
of science.”

Mapping DN…oh!
A femtosecond is 1/1,000,000,000,000,000th of 
a second, or 10–15 seconds. A femtosecond laser 
emits short pulses of light, starting at around five 
femtoseconds in duration. These light pulses look, 
to the naked eye, like any other laser because they 
emit about one thousand of the quadrillionth-of-a-

second-long pulses per second. But they are about 
a quadrillion times more intense.

Physicists were just beginning to explore fem-
tosecond lasers in the early 1990s when Levis 
discovered the chemical effects they could achieve. 
He was experimenting with a new method for map-
ping DNA with the Human Genome Project and 
having trouble getting the molecules into the cor-
rect state for the process. Levis’ nanosecond laser, 
which emitted pulses of one-billionth of a second, 
was not working.

	 Potentially, shooting a chunk of coal with the  

right kind of laser could turn it into a puddle  

of vanilla pudding. 
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“A colleague said we should try a picosecond 
laser,” which emits pulses of one-trillionth of  
a second, Levis recalls. 

“One of my students knew of a femtosecond 
laser that we could use as a model instead. So we 
built it with the idea that we’d be able to do DNA  
sequencing. It turns out that once we made that 
jump to the femtosecond realm, we reached a hori-
zon that was exploding in the physics community.”

Modern alchemists
Strong field chemistry is not yet capable of changing 
lead into gold. But the center is making remark-
able progress on a wide range of projects.

One current endeavor is creating an entirely new 
molecule known as cyclic ozone, a type of ozone 
that could theoretically double the power output of 
any combustive reaction. The CAPR was the first 
place on earth to create standard ozone (O3) from 
oxygen (O2) with a femtosecond laser. 

“Which is cool,” Levis says of the process, “but 
it’s not particularly interesting. We sort of knew 
what would happen ahead of time. Every time you 
get a spark when you plug in a lamp that’s already 
switched on, you’re making standard ozone. You 
don’t need a half-million dollars’ worth of lasers 
to do that.”

Cyclic ozone, on the other hand, is a triangular 
form of O3, with all the oxygen atoms bonding to 
each other in sequence (see graphic below). This 
theoretical form of oxygen would hold nearly twice 
the latent energy of a normal ozone molecule, 
meaning it could double the energy released in any 
oxidative reaction. Cars and power plants would 
be twice as efficient. And space travel would sud-
denly become much more viable, since cyclic ozone 
would double power output but weigh the same as 
the liquid oxygen currently being used.

The structures of naturally occurring 
oxygen molecules (above), standard 
ozone (top right) and cyclic ozone 
(bottom right) differ from each 
other. Cyclic ozone would be an 
entirely new molecule, the oxygen 
atoms of which would all bond to 
each other.
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It was like the floor dropped open and we were in a whole new  
world of science. —Robert Levis, director, Center for Advanced Photonics Research

An entire branch of research at the center deals 
with a phenomenon known as laser filaments, 
which have applications for everything from 
treating cancer without the side effects of che-
motherapy to helping soldiers identify improvised 
explosive devices from a distance. 

A filament is formed when a high-intensity laser 
causes the air through which it passes to become 
a lens, gradually tightening the focus of the beam. 
Eventually, the beam’s intensity is such that strong 
fields are formed in the air molecules, creating 
a channel of ionized, super-excited air called a 
plasma channel. This channel, or filament, can be 
created at a distance and for a fixed duration.

Levis explains, “We use pulse shaping to make 
the plasma channel wherever we want. We can 
make it 10 meters away, and our experiments sug-
gest that we can make it 100 meters away, or even 
a kilometer away.”

The most industry-ready application of CAPR 
technology uses these filaments to do something 
called standoff detection. The scientists can shoot 
various materials with a laser and analyze the light 
emitted to determine the exact chemical makeup 
of the substance being touched by the filament. 
This work could produce handheld devices that 
tell soldiers if a substance particular to improvised 
explosive devices is present from hundreds of me-
ters away. Inspectors could measure rust content 
on distant bridge supports or the amount of sulfuric 
acid produced by a far-off factory smokestack.

Another CAPR project works toward using fila-
ments to activate the anti-cancer drug irinotecan 
inside tumors. Chemotherapy often does damage 
to the body in addition to the cancer it fights. In 
the CAPR project, doctors could harmlessly flood 
the body with the passive form of irinotecan. 
Then, by shaping a laser to create the right kind 

Waves on a Beach
The extremely short pulses emitted by a femto-
second laser are achieved by taking advantage 
of the wave characteristics of light. On the 
beach, when the crest of a wave receding from 
the shore crashes into the crest of an incoming 
wave, the two build on each other, combining 
their energy into a higher crest. When the trough 
of a receding wave meets the crest of an incom-
ing wave, the energy of each cancels the other 
out, leaving flat water. 

With light, different waves traveling exactly 
together in the same direction can have a similar  

 

effect, enhancing or deleting the energy of each 
as they combine. Femtosecond lasers require 
careful manipulation of light to channel all the 
energy of the beam into short pulses, leaving 
nothing in between. The resulting beam has 
a much greater effect than a laser pointer, for 
example, because all the energy of the beam is 
delivered in such short bursts. 

The beach equivalent of a femtosecond laser’s 
intensity? Waves 3 quadrillion feet tall, 30 feet 
wide and 10 quadrillion feet apart. 
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of field inside a tumor, they could change the mo-
lecular structure of the drug to the active form. This 
would allow the drug to attack only the tumor in 
which it has been activated while leaving the rest 
of the body unharmed. 

‘Like a jazz band’
The CAPR is one of the few places with the right 
mix of talented personnel and collaborators to 
tackle the massive challenge and nearly limitless 
potential of strong field chemistry. Two research 
associate professors, two postdoctoral research-
ers, eight graduate students and a host of under-
graduate students, with specialties ranging from 
theoretical physics to computational chemistry, 
build lasers and equipment, perform experiments 
and collect data. Mathematicians, biochemical 
engineers and chemists from Princeton University, 
Yale University and the University of Maryland, 
among many others, collaborate with the center 
on various projects.

“One way to think of it is like a jazz band,” says 
Levis. “You have to have good musicians, but that’s 
not enough. There has to be creativity; there has 
to be vision. Otherwise, you just have technolo-

gists; people who are reproducing what everybody 
else does. Maybe they can play Thelonious Monk  
better than everybody else, but they’re not Monk.

“What we look for are people who can take these 
creative ideas and contribute something to them.  
I think that this level of collaboration is one of the 
hallmarks of what we do here.”

Creative thinkers are essential in a field as wide 
open as strong field chemistry. Surprises abound. 
Levis’ group recently discovered, for instance, that 
it is possible to use two intersecting lasers to create 
a spot in midair that will diffract a third laser at a 
right angle. Soon, Temple researchers might be able 
to see around corners with a virtual laser periscope. 
Science is often about improvisation, and the 
CAPR does it better than most.

“This is the way science works,” Levis says. “You 
have this idea and you think you’re going to make 
a contribution. Often you do, but it never ends up 
being the contribution you thought you’d make 
when you started.” u
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Love
At

First

I
n line for the lunch truck, in classrooms and on the 

subway, Temple students have found love in the midst 

of the campus’s ever-changing landscape. Generations 

of alumni are grateful to the university for providing an 

education about themselves and the world and also for 

landmarks that hold unique value, such as where Owls met their 

spouses. The following stories are just a few of myriad ways alumni 

maintain strong ties to Temple throughout their lives.

Though in nature Owls are not widely known as  
lovebirds, Temple alumni reminisce about where  
their on-campus romances blossomed.

STORY BY MARIA RAHA  |  ILLUSTRATIONS BY ROBERT FRAWLEY
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Smitten in Mitten
Since its opening in the early 1930s, Mitten Hall, 
located at Broad Street and Berks Mall, has been a 
cornerstone of campus life and a hub of social activity. 
Beyond the social life its walls have nurtured, Mitten 
has sparked generations of campus romances.

When students lounged in Mitten in the 1940s 
and ’50s to mingle, eat or wait for the train, they 
were chaperoned by Claudia Cushing, known among 
students as “Ma Cushing.” Leonard Markowitz, CLA 
’51, CST ’59, and his wife, Sonya Rosenberg, EDU 
’50, were Temple commuter students who met at a 
West Philadelphia dance. The couple spent many 
hours together under the watchful eye of the Mitten 
hostess. “Ma Cushing was so respected by the students 
that all she needed to do was to approach the students 
guilty of bad manners and they would immediately 
conform to the rules and regulations,” Leonard says. 
“The mere presence of that elegant lady engendered 
compliance.” 

Retired educator Domenica Marino, EDU ’58, 
met her future husband, Antonio Felice, CLA ’56, 
’57, ’61, in Mitten Hall’s cafeteria, where Gloria 
Poli, EDU ’59, and David Lasky, CLA ’56,’58,’61, 

introduced them during lunch. “With this beginning, 
our romance was born,” she says. 

Domenica and Antonio remember Cushing, who, 
to some alumni, seems to be as memorable as Mit-
ten Hall itself. “Our behavior was always very proper 
because we had to maintain the very high standards 
imposed on us by ‘Mother Mitten,’ the stern woman 
seated at the reception desk,” Domenica explains.

The building also has been the setting for memo-
rable post-graduation moments. In 1987, David Mur-
phy, SCT ’85, meteorologist for Channel 6 News in 
Philadelphia, and historian Barbara Horvath, CLA 
’87, were planning their wedding. “We looked at 
each other and thought, ‘What makes more sense 
than anything else?’ ” David says. “And it was to come 
back to Temple.” The Murphys had their wedding 
reception in the Diamond Club, Mitten Hall’s dining 
room. “We had our wedding pictures taken outside,” 
Murphy says, “right along the walk behind Mitten 
Hall, with the ivy-covered stone wall behind us. It 
was the perfect way to do it.”

David and Barbara met in a social psychology class 
in 1984. According to David, it took him half the  
semester to build up the nerve to talk to her. Soon 

STORY BY MARIA RAHA  |  ILLUSTRATIONS BY ROBERT FRAWLEY

Once a student activities center, 
Mitten Hall was overseen by its 
hostess, Claudia “Ma” Cushing. 
Cushing’s watchful eye kept 
students on their best behavior 
when they gathered to eat, 
mingle or wait for the train. 
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after he cracked a joke and she laughed, the two made 
their way to the Student Activities Center and ex-
changed phone numbers in the garden area that was 
once next to Paley Library. “When we went back to 
look at Temple and see how far the campus had come, 
we were amazed by all the building and construction 
that had gone on.”

Matthew and Rachel Gionta, who met at a party in 
2002, wed in the Great Court in 2008 and also held 
their reception in the Diamond Club. But the Gion-
tas’ Temple pride did not end with booking the event. 
They opted for a chocolate Temple “T” groom’s cake 
decorated with cherry and white icing. “[The bakers] 
probably thought it was corny, but we loved it!”  
Rachel Gionta, SCT ’05, says.

The Giontas’ Temple spirit started strong and has 
not waned. Matthew Gionta, THM ’04, was head 
equipment manager for Temple’s football team, 
while Rachel was an Owl Ambassador who provided 
campus tours for prospective students and their fami-
lies. Today, she is assistant director of admissions for 
Temple University Ambler. Matthew has not entirely 
left university life behind, either: He currently is  
director of campus recreation at La Salle University 
in Philadelphia.

Both husband and wife fondly recall the time they 
spent in the Temple Towers, residential housing 
located on Cecil B. Moore Avenue that will undergo 
renovations this summer. “I’d set up permanent resi-
dence in Towers if I could,” Matthew says. 

 “Matt tried to cook a romantic dinner for me once, 
but his one roommate didn’t get the idea and stayed 
in the living room playing video games,” Rachel says. 
“It was really awkward because he was two feet away 
from us. We still laugh about that night.”

Rapture
The same year the Giontas were married, Sheila  
Fortson-Williams, SCT ’06, and Muhammed  
Williams, SBM ’04, tied the knot. Muhammed and 
Sheila officially met while working part time for the 
same off-campus catering business. “I had no idea she 
went to Temple until I ran into her on campus,”  
Muhammed says. “Then I thought, jackpot!” 

Rather than memorializing Mitten, the Williamses 
mention their favorite lunch truck, located near the 
Engineering and Architecture Building. “We’d meet 
up between classes, buy [a chicken wrap] on our col-
lege student budgets and share it,” Sheila says. “He 
loves them so much, I ventured back to Temple after 
I graduated, in the snow, and got two for him. A few 
weeks later, he proposed. I wonder what they put in 
those things.” 

For some Temple couples, love had to wait. Charles 
Scherer, EDU ’68, was Temple’s Catholic chaplain 
from 1959 to 1965. During that time, he met and fell 
in love with student-athlete Helen Moore, CHP ’76. 
As Temple’s chaplain, Scherer lived at the Newman 
Center on North Broad Street, which has served the 
university’s Catholic community for 85 years. Scherer 

Matthew Gionta, THM ’04, and Rachel 
Gionta, SCT ’05, attempted to have a roman-
tic dinner in Temple Towers. Due to the 
presence of Matthew’s oblivious roommate, 
the dinner was more awkward than it was 
romantic.

I had no idea she went to 
Temple until I ran into her 
on campus. Then I thought, 
jackpot! —Muhammed Williams, SBM ’04 
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submitted a request to the Archdiocese and the pope 
to be released from the priesthood to marry Moore. 
The church complied with his request.

“People have said to me, ‘What would you have 
done if the church had refused to grant your re-
quest?’ ” Scherer says. “I never gave it a thought, to 
be honest. I was so certain that what I was doing 
was right, it would be approved by the authorities.” 
Scherer and Moore have been together for 30 years. 
Their son, Charles Scherer, also attended Temple.

Time Piece
Due to the sheer number of students who attended 
the classes offered in Curtis Hall, it was a place where 
many Owls met their future partners. An academic 
building that once was teeming with students from 
varied disciplines, it is now the site of the newly com-
pleted Fox School of Business facility, Alter Hall. 

One couple cherishes Curtis more than most. 
Barbara Baals, SCT ’88, and her husband, artist and 
former Temple student Andrew von Franzke, sat next 
to each other in a 1985 Arts in America course offered 
there. They married in 1994.

Twelve years later, Barbara was working in 
Temple’s News Communications Department when 
Curtis Hall was demolished. She was determined to 
rescue a piece of it. “Temple had a lot of fond memo-
ries for me,” Barbara says, “because I met my husband 
there, but also because I had some really great classes 
in Curtis Hall.” With the help of Photography  
Production Coordinator Elizabeth Manning, SCT 
’87, CLA ’08—who knew the construction crew 
from her photo shoots of the building—she traipsed 
through its empty corridors just prior to demolition. 
She was able to make off with a clock that hung out-
side the classroom where the von Franzkes met. 

Temple had a lot of fond memories for  
me because I met my husband there, but 
also because I had some really great classes 
in Curtis Hall. —Barbara Baals, SCT ’88 

Now, after nearly 15 years of marriage, these 
parents of 10-year-old twins plan to hang the clock 
in their renovated kitchen. “It’s a great relic of my 
collegiate experience and where I met my husband,” 
Barbara explains. “I think everyone appreciates the 
romance behind it.” 

From first kisses to first jobs, each generation has a 
profound connection to the university. David Murphy 
remembers Barbara’s helping him with his application 
for a prestigious scholarship competition. He was the 
first Temple communications student to apply for it. 
“I remember interviewing kids, and [Barbara] was the 
one standing next to me, holding the equipment and 
making sure the sound was working—and she was a 
history major; she wasn’t a communications major,” 
he says. David won the competition.

“I credit my experience at Temple for so much that 
has happened in my life,” Sheila Fortson-Williams 
says. “My relationship with Muhammed flourished on 
Temple’s grounds, and many of my closest friendships 
were cultivated in the Student Activities Center. My 
abilities as a writer and reporter were groomed in An-
nenberg Hall. Temple is a big part of our family. The 
best way is the cherry and white way!”u

Be a part of Temple’s 125th anniversary. Share 
your on-campus love story with fellow Owls at 
www.temple125years.com.

With the help of Elizabeth 
Manning, SCT ’87, CLA ’08, 
Barbara Baals, SCT ’88, 
salvaged a clock that hung 
outside of the Curtis Hall 
classroom where she met 
her husband, Andrew von 
Franzke. Curtis Hall is now 
the site of the new Fox 
School of Business facility, 
Alter Hall.





CARING FOR
THE ATHLETE
IN ALL OF US
TEMPLE ALUMNI IN SPORTS MEDICINE TREAT THE PROFESSIONALS, THE AMATEURS AND THE AWKWARD 

After a long commute to the office, you reach into the 
back seat for your briefcase. You twist and a sharp pain 
burns through your shoulder. Or was it your back?

You are not a Phillie or a Flyer or even a very good weekend 
golfer. But you are, in many respects, an injured athlete and 
you need sports medicine. 

“Sports medicine is the art of caring for injured athletes and 
others with the goal of rapid return to their various physical 
activities,” says William DeLong Jr., MED ’78, team orthopae-
dic surgeon for the Philadelphia Flyers and the Philadelphia 
Phantoms hockey teams. “With sports-like injuries, the gen-
eral approach is to get people back to their daily activities as 
quickly as possible.”

Sports medicine physicians, along with trainers and physical 
therapists working with professional athletes, are bringing the 
specialty’s overall philosophy to non-athletes. 

“It’s about applying sports medicine principles to an 80-year-
old person with a hip fracture or someone injured on the job,” 
says Nick DiNubile, MED ’77, an orthopaedic surgeon who 
worked with the Philadelphia 76ers for 12 years. “Forget about 
immobilization and keeping people in bed; it’s about keeping 
them active and functioning so they can heal rapidly.”

STORY BY GREG FORNIA, SCT ’92
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Advanced techniques speed recovery

Apart from its rapid-recovery approach to treatment, 
sports medicine’s growth is fueled by advanced surgi-
cal techniques. Take knee surgery: Arthroscopic or 

minimally invasive surgery radically reduces the time it takes 
for patients to heal since there is no large incision needed to 
reconstruct a medial meniscus, which is cartilage, or the  
anterior cruciate ligament (ACL). 

“When I was training, if someone tore their ACL you 
would almost have to destroy it in hopes of putting it back 
together again,” says DiNubile, who served on the President’s 
Council for Physical Fitness and Sports during the administra-
tion of President George H.W. Bush, and whose books, televi-
sion appearances and web site are dedicated to helping people 
understand and care for their bodies. “There would be six or 
seven weeks of recovery in a cast, a year of rehabilitation and 
some people still did not recover fully.”

As a knee specialist, DiNubile is amazed at the improve-
ment in recovery time. “I do surgeries on Friday, and on 
Monday people walk in with no cast, no braces and no 
crutches,” he explains. “Surgery and recovery techniques are 
so enhanced that you now see people who were never con-
sidered good candidates for surgery—people over 40 just a few 
years ago—thriving after the procedure. Today, I occasionally 
repair an ACL on someone over 60.”

Sports medicine offers weekend warriors, aging boomers and 
others with injuries a way to get back on their feet faster, but 
there is a more subtle reason why the specialty has grown over  

the past several decades. “People want to identify with a 
young, healthy athletic population,” DeLong says, “so they 
have this feeling that they should see someone involved in 
sports medicine.” 

Wanting to train and heal like a professional athlete is one 
thing, but most people who walk into a sports medicine clinic 
may not be prepared to do the rehabilitative work many inju-
ries still require. 

“Professional athletes are in great shape, work hard and 
can devote all their time to recovery,” DiNubile says. “My 
regular patients have jobs, families and co-pays to worry 
about, but many of them still expect the results pro athletes 
experience.” 

For DeLong, managing expectations is the key to working 
with non-athletes. “Every patient thinks that everything is 
going to be just perfect,” he says. “A physician has to help the 
patient understand where they are going, what to expect and 
how long recovery is going to take.”

Professional athletes are motivated to work hard in rehab, 
yet physicians still must manage their expectations. DiNubile 
keeps the players focused on the big picture: If you tear up 
this knee again, you are out for another year!

“Sometimes you have to scare them a little,” says DiNu-
bile, who cites Joseph Torg, MED ’61, ’65, Temple’s sports

 continued on page 28>

It is very inspiring to see people who are so committed to 
caring for their bodies and to training at the highest level. 
—Peter Vitanzo, MED ’96, medical team physician, Philadelphia Phillies

Former School of Medicine  
Professor Paul Marchetto is 
team orthopaedist for the 
Philadelphia Eagles. In 1985,  
he completed a sports  
medicine fellowship at  
Temple University Hospital.



Team doctors work with players in 
the training room and at rehabilita-
tion centers, but they also are on 
the field at game time. “When 
there is an injury, the trainer is the 
first to go out and evaluate the sit-
uation,” says Paul Marchetto, team 
orthopaedist for the Philadelphia 
Eagles and former School of 
Medicine professor, who is at every 
Eagles game. “If it is a significant 
orthopaedic injury requiring trans-
port, then I go on the field. If it is a 
major injury, I handle the acute care 
in the stadium’s training room or 
X-ray suite.”

William DeLong, MED ’78, team 
physician for the Philadelphia Flyers, 
is present at every one of the 
team’s 42 home games and attends 
many practices. “One reason to be 
at the game is to watch the mecha-
nism of injury,” says DeLong. “You 
are in a better position to make the 
correct diagnosis.”

DeLong also treats his share 
of injuries due to hockey players’ 

penchant for fisticuffs. “There are 
lacerations to the back of the hand 
and, occasionally, broken noses and 
fractures around the eyes,” says 
DeLong. “The players are on skates, 
so it is not the same as exchanging 
blows while you’re on your feet.”

Marc Harwood, CLA ’93, MED 
’97, and Peter Vitanzo, MED ’96, 
medical team physicians with 
the Philadelphia Phillies, travel to 
Florida each year for spring train-
ing. While they do not test for 
banned substances like human 
growth hormone and steroids, 
which is handled by Major 
League Baseball, they examine 
the team’s major- and minor-
league players, review lab work 
and formulate a plan to take care 
of any medical issues.

“Working with the players and 
trainers is great,” says Vitanzo, 
“and being a part of the 2008 
World Series victory was an 
extremely gratifying experience.”

Working the sidelines
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continued from page 26
medicine pioneer, as a major influence on his career. “There 
is a lot of discussion, a lot of questions and a lot of emotions. 
If they can’t play, you keep them fit with time in the pool or 
shooting foul shots. You protect the healing or injured area 
until it’s ready for prime time.”

But when is an injured athlete ready to get back in the 
game?

Marc Harwood, CLA ’93, MED ’97, medical team physi-
cian with the Philadelphia Phillies, determines an athlete’s 
eligibility to return to play by asking a series of questions: 
Are you doing anything that could potentially cause further 
damage should you continue to play on the injury? Can you 
perform to the level other people and yourself expect? Will 
you be a productive member of the team?

“If the answer to the first question is yes, then it is the  
obligation of the team physician to tell the athlete they have 
to sit,” explains Harwood. “Barring that, returning to play 
tends to be negotiated between the parties involved.”

Playing in pain

It comes down to knowing the difference between hurt 
and harm, says DiNubile. “An injury may hurt, but it may 
not do lasting damage if you play on it,” he says. “Allen 

Iverson is a great example of an athlete that really wanted 
to understand that difference. Then he could go out there 
and do his thing.”

According to Peter Vitanzo, MED ’96, also a medical 
team physician with the Phillies, many athletes will play 
in pain. “They might have to make the cut for a long-term 
contract or feel they have to stay on the field to get to the 
next level,” says Vitanzo. “Sometimes you may not hear 
about an injury until it gets a lot worse.”

DeLong, who has cared for professional soccer, football 
and softball athletes, thinks hockey players stand alone 
in their desire to play through pain. “A lot of them have 
a tendency to want to get back much more quickly than 
they should, sometimes to the point of not being honest 
about their injury,” says DeLong, whose role model was the 
legendary John Lachman, CST ’40, MED ’43, former chair 
of orthopaedics at Temple and the creator of the Lachman 
test for ACL injuries. “They would prefer to play through 
the injury than declare something is wrong.”

Harwood offers another opinion on who is the “tougher” 
athlete. “Dancers are the most challenging population I 
deal with,” says Harwood, who works with the Pennsylvania 
Ballet and other dance troupes. “They are incredibly driven 
individuals, and they need to get better yesterday. Part of 
dance culture is to dance in pain.”

Whatever the sport, the physicians are in awe of the 
athletes they work with. “It is humbling to work with these 
guys,” says Paul Marchetto, team orthopaedist for the Phila-
delphia Eagles, who completed a sports medicine fellowship 
at Temple University Hospital in 1985 and taught for many 
years at the School of Medicine. “It is very inspiring to see 
people who are so committed to caring for their bodies and 
to training at the highest level.”

Marchetto and the other alumni interviewed for this 
story saw the same dedication while they were training at 
the School of Medicine, citing the groundbreaking work 
of Joseph Torg and John Lachman and the many Temple 
professors who served as inspiring teachers and mentors. 

“My experience at Temple was phenomenal,” remembers 
Phillies team physician Vitanzo. “I was well prepared for my 
residency. Temple gets you ready to go to the next level.”

Harwood’s sentiments are similar to those of Vitanzo. 
“Temple is a place like no other.” u

People want to identify with a young, healthy athletic 
population, so they have this feeling that they should  
see someone involved in sports medicine. 
—William DeLong Jr., MED ’78, team orthopaedic surgeon for the Philadelphia Flyers and the Philadelphia Phantoms

Standing to the far left, Nick DiNubile, MED ’77, worked with the 
Philadelphia 76ers for 12 years, including teams with Temple alumnus 
and former 76er Aaron McKie, SSA ’02, also pictured (seated second 
from right).



Temple’s pioneers 
in orthopaedics and 
sports medicine 
Temple University is a leader in medical care for 
athletes and others with bone, joint and muscle 
injuries. Several of the pioneers in orthopaedics 
and sports medicine have had long associations 
with the university. 

John Lachman, CST ’40, MED ’43, ’48, came 
to Temple as an undergraduate in 1936, and 
stayed for both medical school and a residency 
in orthopaedics. He then joined the faculty and 
eventually became chair of the department. 
Lachman is the originator of the Lachman test, 
commonly considered the most reliable clinical 
test for diagnosing rupture of the anterior cruci-
ate ligament. 

One of Lachman’s students was Joseph Torg, 
MED ’61,’65, professor of orthopaedic surgery 
at Temple. In the 1960s, Torg pioneered the 
changes from the old style of football cleat to 
today’s shoe with shorter cleats, saving many 
athletes from serious knee injury. He and the late 
Temple Head Athletic Trainer Ted Quedenfeld, 
EDU ’60,’62, also were responsible for the rule 
change to ban the potentially dangerous practice 
of “spearing”—when one player hits another 
using the crown of the helmet—in both high 
school and collegiate football. Together, they 
went on to found the nation’s first university-
based sports medicine clinic at Temple in 1974. 

And in January 2009, Ray Moyer, MED ’76, 
the Howard Steel Professor of Orthopaedic 
Surgery, Temple’s student-athlete team physician 
since 1978 and former team physician for the 
Philadelphia 76ers, was inducted into the univer-
sity’s Athletics Hall of Fame with former Temple 
Coach John Chaney. 

Today, the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery 
and Sports Medicine remains strong. In addition 
to sports medicine, the department focuses on 
arthritis and joint replacement, foot, ankle and 
hand surgery, pediatric orthopaedics, scoliosis 
and spine surgery and trauma.
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It’s 8:30 a.m. Mercedes Lewis, a freshman from New York City, shuts off her alarm 
 and gets out of bed. Her first class is at 8:40 a.m., but she’s not running late. Lewis 

is part of the Honors Program Living Learning Community and her first class of the 
day is just down the hall.

Temple’s Living Learning Communities (LLCs) unite residential life, academics 
and co-curricular activities to create a unique educational environment. Today, close 
to 800 students live in the university’s 11 LLCs. Each LLC has its own group of resi-
dence hall suites. Several LLCs also have a classroom, advising office, lounge or 
workspace in the residence hall. In addition to course offerings, lectures, workshops 
and volunteer activities in the LLC’s subject area, the program offers learning op-
portunities beyond the classroom. Students can sign on for LLCs with a focus in music 
and dance, architecture and engineering, community service and other areas. Two of 
Temple’s most developed learning communities are the Student Leadership Challenge 
and the Honors Program, which became Temple’s first LLC in 1993.

Temple’s Honors Program serves academically talented students with small classes, 
one-on-one academic advising and unique experiences from freshman through senior 
year. Entering first-year students are automatically screened for admission to the 
Honors Program. For 2008, 422 freshmen enrolled in the Honors Program with an 
average combined SAT score of 1318 and an average high school GPA of 3.86.

“The Honors Program offers the best of both worlds,” says Director Ruth Ost.  
“Students get the breadth and reach of a major research university and can be a part 
of a small, passionate group of learners.” 

Live
and

Learn
Temple’s Living Learning Communities provide 

students with residence hall living, 
coursework and co-curricular activities.

Story by Greg Fornia, SCT ’92 

Photographs by Ryan S. Brandenberg

First-year students Lincy 
John (left) and Tera Martin 
share a laugh in Temple’s 
Leadership Living Learning 
Community, one of 11 
residential experiences on 
campus that combine 
academics and co-curricular 
activities.  
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Ezra Match, a freshman from Harrisburg, Pa., was 
looking for just such a community. After thinking he 
wanted to attend a liberal arts college in the country, he 
visited Temple. “I loved the people and the energy of 
Temple,” Match says. “In the Honors office, I could see 
that it was a place to grow and that I would be inspired 
by their deep culture of sharing and learning.”

The open and inviting atmosphere he saw in the 
Honors Program office is echoed in the Honors LLC, 
which comprises approximately 480 freshmen and 
sophomores living on the second and third floors of 
“1300,” the residence hall along the 1300 block of Cecil 
B. Moore Avenue. “The best thing that ever happened 
in our wing was when the resident advisor instituted an 
open-door policy,” Match remembers. “Everyone now 
leaves their doors open. The hallway becomes another 
social space to share what you are working on.” 

That willingness to share is what Caitlin Weigel  
calls a “24-hour-a-day support system.” “The students are 
so excited about what they are learning,” says Weigel, 

who currently is a freshman majoring in communica-
tions. “It’s contagious and it’s hard not to be enthusiastic 
about what you are working on.”

She sees the Honors LLC as a way to make a 37,000- 
student university more manageable. “I was a little in-
timidated by how big Temple is,” says Weigel, who 
rooms with two fellow first-year students. “With the 
Honors LLC, I have a chance to get to know my room-
mates and classmates better.”

While the Honors LLC supports strong bonds among 
its students, it is no cloister. “Some of the smartest 
people in a student’s field live right across the hall,”  
says Amanda Neuber, associate director of the Honors 
Program, who also teaches an honors psychology course. 
“But the Honors LLC also reaches into every school and 
college, reflecting Temple’s diversity.”

The evolution of living and learning 

Living learning programs trace their roots to the 
 1950s and even earlier, when large universities in 

the United States created honors programs and residen-
tial colleges. Many universities developed “theme hous-
ing,” which brought students with similar interests 
together but did not include curricular elements. Today, 
most universities have living learning programs cover-
ing a wide range of themes and pursuits, and the struc-
ture of such programs varies from school to school. 
According to a report called the National Survey of 
Student Engagement Annual Report, LLCs are therefore 
hard to compare with each other and student experi-
ences are difficult to record.

However, the National Survey of Student Engagement 
Annual Report included questions about LLCs and mea-
sured the experiences of 2,800 students who were living 
in them. Regardless of how student experiences differed, 
the survey noted that those involved in LLCs reported  
increased levels of social and academic enrichment. 

Temple’s LLCs are available to provide the same kind 
of experience reported by the survey. “With an LLC, you 
have courses or co-curricular activities that complement 
the classroom experience, helping to bring what stu-
dents learn back to the residence halls,” explains Laura 
Randolph, assistant director of residential life. “Rather 
than relying on happenstance, the goal is to be quite 
intentional when bringing those two worlds together.”

Early research data reveal that living learning pro-
grams can help students connect to college, improve 
retention rates and enhance a student’s academic per-
formance, notes Kevin Williams, associate director of 
residential life. “But those gains are possible only when 
you have programs that are deeply connected to the 

Elisabeth Housholder (third 
from right), program director 
of Temple’s Student Leader-
ship Challenge, meets with a 
few of the 40 students living 
in White Hall’s Living Learn-
ing Community.

The LLC was a life-changing 
experience. It taught me how to 
incorporate integrity into leader-
ship to create powerful change. 

—Danielle Murphy,
senior psychology major
and resident advisor
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curriculum,” he admits. “Temple is moving toward hav-
ing a rich academic component for all its LLCs. Core 
courses, learning outcomes and faculty involvement, as 
well as students living and working together on projects 
as a community, will be a part of all LLCs at Temple. Not 
every LLC is completely there yet, but all are moving in 
this direction.”

LLC students also organize their own activities to 
complement their academic work. “Students bring in 
visiting artists or have their own jam sessions,” says Ran-
dolph. “They can drive much of their LLC programming, 
and that responsibility is a great learning tool in itself.”

Building an on-campus family

In 2008, about 40 first-year students living in White 
 Hall took that initiative during their first semester on 

Main Campus. The Leadership LLC students organized 
two fundraising events, including a party with a DJ, 
raffle prizes and a video game tournament, and raised 
$750 to donate to the HIV/AIDS cause. 

The Leadership LLC is open to students who take part 
in Temple’s Student Leadership Challenge, which pro-
vides students with experiences that foster the develop-
ment of thoughtful leaders and prepares them for effective 
citizenship after graduation. Offerings include a six-day 
leadership institute, conferences and workshops, a speaker 
series, an emerging leaders seminar program, for-credit 
courses and service learning opportunities.

“The Student Leadership Challenge is designed to 

develop thoughtful leaders who can thrive in a variety 
of contexts,” says Program Director Elizabeth Hous-
holder, who teaches a course that introduces students to 
the academic rigor needed to be successful within the 
context of group processes and individual strengths and 
weaknesses. “It’s about students finding their passions 
and core beliefs and then integrating those with new 
skills and competencies.”

Freshman Nathan Kadish’s obsession is filmmaking. 
Casting his hall mates from the Leadership LLC in all 
the roles, Kadish directed a short romantic comedy 
called Amor Aeternus. Students then held a premiere 
night party in the residence hall lounge. “Living with 
this group of people is one of the most unique experi-
ences in my life,” Kadish says. 

“I love our wing,” says first-year Fox School of  
Business student Clarice Shackelford, who co-directed 
Amor Aeternus and works with high school students in 
her spare time. “You can see the different types of leader-
ship styles and how everyone can contribute to a project. 
It’s amazing.”

Shackelford vividly remembers the ropes course in the 
Pennsylvania woods that was available for Leadership 
LLC students during their second week at Temple. “We 
had to work as a team to complete the course,” she says. 
“I had to put all my faith and trust in people I just met. 
It was a great way to get to know everyone.” u

Living Learning Opportunities
The Honors Program and Student Leadership Challenge are just two  
of Temple’s Living Learning Communities. Students also can choose:  

•	 Alliance for Minority Participation
•	 Architecture and Engineering
•	 Residential Organization for Community Service
•	 Music and Dance
•	 School of Communications and Theater
•	 University Studies
•	 Peace and Conflict Studies
•	 Russell Conwell Center
•	 Tyler School of Art

For more information, visit www.temple.edu/studentaffairs/housing and 
click “Residence Hall Information.”

The nearly 500 Honors Program students 
living in the residence hall at 1300 Cecil B. 
Moore Ave. can take courses in a classroom 
just a few steps from their suites.
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campaign progress
Since the campaign began in July 2002, more than $329 million* has been raised toward the goal of 
$350 million by Dec. 31, 2009. As philanthropy for the university increases, each additional gift means 
new possibilities for Temple University and new opportunities for our students to succeed.

 

Progress by Priority.  Access to Excellence supports key areas: 

		  landmark project: the baptist temple

The renovated Baptist Temple is 
scheduled to open in early 2010 and 
will serve as the home of the Temple 
University Orchestra and Choirs and 
will host musical performances, aca-
demic symposia, speakers and neigh-

borhood events. The Temple’s lower 
level, in the area formerly occupied by 
the Chapel of Four Chaplains, also 
will be transformed into an intimate 
performance and event space rich in 
Romanesque detail. 

The lower level space will gain its 
own entrance from Berks Mall and 
will accommodate approximately 100 
audience members for musical perfor-
mances and up to 300 for other 
events. With an adjacent kitchen, the 
space will be ideal for meetings, pre- 
and post-performance receptions and 
family and community celebrations. 

To make a gift or learn more about 
naming opportunities in the lower level 
in the Temple, contact the Office of 
Institutional Advancement at giving@

temple.edu or 215-205-5740, or visit 
www.temple.edu/accesstoexcellence.

PRIORITY $329M RAISED TO DATE*

*Figures represent gifts and pledges as of March 12, 2009.

$18 million*

$82 million*

$71 million*

$55 million*

$22 million*

$81 million*

Support for Students 

Support for Faculty

Support for Facilities

Support for Research

Support for Community Programs

Support for Initiatives Universitywide and Annual Giving 

The Temple’s 
lower level will 
be transformed 
into an event 
space rich in 
Romanesque 
detail.
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Access to Excellence 
Campaign Committee
Board of Trustees Chair
Daniel H. Polett, HON ’98

Campaign Chair 
Leonard Barrack, SBM ’65, LAW ’68

Campaign Committee 
Loretta C. Duckworth,  
CLA ’62, CLA ’65, TYL ’92

Judith A. Felgoise, EDU ’87

Solomon C. Luo, MD

Patrick J. O’Connor, Esq.

Board of Trustees 
Development Committee 
Chair
Richard J. Fox, HON ’93

 

All gifts to Temple University through  

Dec. 31, 2009, will be credited toward 

Access to Excellence: The 125th Anni- 

versary Campaign for Temple. Temple’s 

Institutional Advancement staff is ready 

to offer any assistance you might need 

in evaluating the tax implications of 

your gifts and identifying the optimal 

forms they can take. 

For information, contact Institutional 

Advancement at 215-204-1001 or 

giving@temple.edu, or visit  

www.temple.edu/accesstoexcellence.

SUPPORT FOR FACILITIES:  
JOSEPH AND FAITH TIBERIO 

Joseph and Faith Tibe-
rio have made a com-
mitment to Temple 
University Ambler to 
support construction of 
a new welcome center. 
Faith is a member of 

the Ambler Board of Visitors and a descendent of 
an early member of the board of trustees of the 
Pennsylvania School of Horticulture for Women, 
which preceded Temple on the site of Ambler 
Campus. The new building will incorporate por-
tions of an original campus greenhouse to create a 
gathering space that will include an area highlight-
ing the history of the campus and the legacy of the 
Woman’s National Farm and Garden Association, 
which held its first meeting there in 1914.

SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH:  
THE NANOTECHNOLOGY INSTITUTE
The Nanotechnology Institute (NTI) has made a 
commitment to support nanotech research in the 
College of Engineering. NTI is the first partnership 
designed to jump-start nanotechnology develop-
ment, commercialization and company formation 
in the Philadelphia region. NTI funds will support 
the work of Professor Parsaoran Hutapea, who 
oversees the composites laboratory in the Depart-
ment of Mechanical Engineering. Hutapea’s re-
search focuses on developing a nano device that 
can be used in a new method for separating pro-
teins, an important step in understanding protein 
structures and the role they play in organisms. 

SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH: JAY SCHINFELD
Jay Schinfeld, associate professor in the School of 
Medicine, has established the Sandy Schinfeld 
(CHP ’08) Endowment in Public Health. The gift 
honors his late wife, who was just completing her 
doctorate in public health at Temple. The fund 
will provide financial support for students in the 
public health doctoral program to conduct research 
and complete their dissertations. Housed in the 
College of Health Professions, the public health 
doctoral program includes concentrations in social 
and behavioral sciences and environmental health 
and health policy.

Support for Students:  
LeRoy J. Messinger, CLA ’62 

LeRoy J. Messinger, CLA ’62, 
a retired Temple University 
professor, made an additional 
commitment to support the 
Margaret J. Messinger (EDU 
’68, ’70, ’82) Scholarship 
Fund. The fund, named in 

honor of his late wife, provides scholarships for  
undergraduate students in the College of Educa-
tion and graduate students studying educational  
or school psychology who demonstrate academic 
achievement and financial need. 

Support for Faculty:  
Carl, CLA ’76, LAW ’79, and  
Richelle, CLA ’74, LAW ’77, Hittinger
A gift from Carl, CLA ’76, LAW ’79, and his wife, 
Richelle, CLA ’74, LAW ’77, Hittinger will pro-
vide support for the Dorothy H. Hittinger Temple 
Law Review Symposium Fund. Each year, the  
Temple Law Review invites nationally recognized 
scholars and practitioners to speak on a topic of 
current interest, such as bankruptcy at the 2009 
symposium. Carl, a partner at DLA Piper concen-
trating in antitrust, civil rights and constitutional 
law, hopes his financial support will enable Temple 
to continue presenting real-world and often con-
troversial issues to students, faculty and the legal 
community in a direct, yet balanced, way. The 
Hittingers’ daughters, Abigail and Sarah, are  
Temple students. 

Support for Community Programs:  
William Loeb
William Loeb, a dedicated supporter of young mu-
sicians and performing arts groups in the Philadel-
phia area, made a commitment to support the 
Music Preparatory and Enrichment Program 
(Music Prep) at the Boyer College of Music and 
Dance. Music Prep enjoys a nationwide reputation 
for innovation and teaching excellence, develops 
children’s musical potential and helps parents nur-
ture their children’s music making. The program’s 
Center for Lifelong Learning offers individual les-
sons and group enrichment opportunities for chil-
dren and adults alike, while its Center for Gifted 
Young Musicians is designed for the training of 
young instrumentalists and singers who demon-
strate great potential for musical achievement.

leadership support 
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Fifty-five years ago, John Sprandio was born at Temple 
University Hospital. Twenty-six years later, he gradu-

ated from the Temple University School of Medicine. 
Today, his transformational gift will name the lobby in the 
new medical education and research building rising on 
North Broad Street at the Health Sciences Center. The 
largest capital project in Temple’s history will include state-
of-the-art research laboratories that will enable the univer-
sity to attract first-rate scholars and students.

Sprandio’s connection to Temple grew even stronger when 
his son, John Sprandio Jr., graduated from the School of 
Medicine in 2008. “Hearing his experiences brought back 
many fond memories and gave me a chance to relive my own 
medical school days,” says Sprandio, chief of medicine and 
hematology/oncology at Delaware County (Pa.) Memorial 
Hospital and medical director of the Delaware County  
Regional Cancer Center.

“My son and I even shared several professors,” Sprandio 
says. “We both have a great appreciation for the education 
we received and applaud the phenomenal clinicians who 
provided unique educational opportunities for each of us. I 
can trace back many important decisions and critical guiding 
career principals in patient care to the faculty at Temple.” 

After earning his medical degree, Sprandio continued 
his education in Philadelphia, completing his residency in 
internal medicine at Pennsylvania Hospital and obtaining a 
fellowship in hematology and oncology at Thomas Jefferson 
University Hospital.

“When I studied at Pennsylvania Hospital and Thomas 
Jefferson, I always used my experiences at Temple as my 
frame of reference,” he says. “The qualities I have adopted 
in patient care and disease management spring from the 
experiences I had at Temple.” 

Sprandio believes that the remarkable progress the Medi-
cal School has made in recent years deserves the support of 
alumni and friends of the university. “I had the privilege of 
meeting with Dean John Daly during the past year, and part 
of my donation is in recognition of the dean’s foresight and 
hard work,” he says. “Temple truly is on the rise.” 

At the center of the School of Medicine’s success is the 
new education and research facility, scheduled for comple-
tion in October 2009. When finished, its 480,000 square feet 
will double the amount of space currently used by medical 
faculty and students. The addition of 110,000 square feet of 
research labs will allow the university to recruit new faculty 
members and expand class size.

The structure will house a new health sciences library, 
which will make information related to medicine, pharmacy, 
dentistry, nursing and other health professions available in 
one place. The library will provide students, researchers and 
scientists across medical and health science disciplines with 
advanced technology for interdisciplinary learning and re-
search. Open 24 hours a day, the tri-level, 50,000-square-foot 
space will feature virtual laboratories and the technology to 
support online courses, continuing education and computer 
modeling and simulations. 

Sprandio has another son who thinks the School of 
Medicine might be in his future. If he does follow in the 
footsteps of his father and brother, he will have a new state-
of-the-art facility to learn in, thanks in part to his father’s gift.  
— Giselle Zayon

Past, Present and Future 
John Sprandio, MED ’80, continues his long association with Temple by supporting the 
new medical education and research facility.

John Sprandio, MED ’80 (right), and his son, John Sprandio Jr., MED 
’08, are both Temple School of Medicine alumni. Sprandio’s gift will 
name the lobby in the new medical education and research building 
rising on North Broad Street at the Health Sciences Center.
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Being far from home is nothing new to me. As a stu-
dent, I spent a lot of time away from my native Zambia 

and alternated between the United Kingdom and the Côte 
d’Ivoire in West Africa. At 9 years old, I left our family with 
my older brother, Lubinda, to attend boarding school in 
North Devon, England. After a few years there, we returned 
to Zambia to complete high school. 

We did not doubt that we would attend a university abroad. 
Instead, we wondered how the familiarity of England’s edu-
cational system might compare to adding another country to 
our growing list of temporary addresses. Enter: Temple.

My father, Benjamin Ngenda, LAW ’92, graduated from 
the Beasley School of Law with a master of laws degree. He 
told us many stories about off-campus housing and the numer-
ous part-time jobs he had to cover his living expenses. 

Now, he believes that his knowledgeable lecturers, the 
wealth of information they put at his disposal and the wide 
range of experiences that are still available to Temple stu-
dents contributed to his professional competence. His admi-
ration for his alma mater was what finally swayed us to come 
to Philadelphia.

I decided to attend Temple to pursue a degree in interna-
tional business administration with a major in economics. In 
the future, I hope to enroll in the Fox School’s International 
MBA Program. Lubinda also attends Temple and is pursuing 
a bachelor’s degree in information science and technology.

The first time I walked around campus, it seemed a lot 
larger than it is in reality. The mix of old and new buildings, 
high-tech classrooms and quiet garden spaces gave it a curi-
ously modern, yet eccentric, feel. I sensed its openness, prom-
ise and potential. The campus seemed full of possibilities 
waiting to be explored.

My first day of classes was simultaneously stimulating and 
daunting. Thousands of students of every hue, sporting every 
hairstyle imaginable, crowded the university’s walkways and 
corridors. Assorted fashion statements, accents and languages 
overwhelmed my eyes and ears. 

My adventures at Temple have been varied and interesting. 
I have experienced the tranquility of Temple University 
Ambler, the hectic rush of getting to classrooms in Center 
City and the pulse of Main Campus. 

I have interacted with students from around the world and 
have been taught by an international team of professors. 
Somehow, this has not lessened the authenticity of my im-
mersion in the American way of life: I have watched lectures 
on my laptop, taken online tests and e-mailed homework 
assignments to my professors. I have made formal business 
presentations, written bizarre fairy tales in French and devel-
oped a sincere appreciation for the Philadelphia cheesesteak. 
Most importantly, I have seen a little more of the world in 
which I live and have learned a lot more about it. 

As my brother and I once listened to our father, my chil-
dren will hear many stories about Temple. 

Munalula Ngenda
Family Tradition
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Munalula Ngenda is a sophomore in the  
Fox School of Business. He is studying 
international business administration.
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Remember your first week 
at Temple University? Find-
ing classes, buying books and 
meeting new people… From 
that hectic time, many of 
us went on to build lifelong 
friendships with classmates, 
professors and others in the 
Temple community. Today, 
many alumni are looking for 

ways to keep those connections strong.  
Regional alumni clubs and shared-interest 

groups offer many opportunities to stay in touch 
with Temple. There are alumni clubs in Atlanta, 
Arizona, Boston, Los Angeles, New York, Northern 
California and Washington, D.C.  Our newest club 
is in Chicago, and we are planning additional clubs 
in other parts of the country. 

You also can network with fellow Owls through 
Temple’s shared-interest groups. Current groups 
are the Black Alumni Alliance, Temple Young 
Alumni and LGBT Alumni, and we are always 
looking to establish new ones based on a shared 
identity, interest or professional area. 

Temple is now celebrating its 125th anniversary. 
One of the biggest events this year will be Alumni 
Weekend 2009, May 15 to 17. The weekend will 
feature lectures, tours of new state-of-the-art facili-
ties, Founder’s Celebration and special reunions for 
the classes of 1959 and 1984. To learn more about 
Alumni Weekend 2009, visit myowlspace.com/
alumniweekend. And, save the date for Temple 
Down the Shore, July 10 to 12.

The Temple University Alumni Association is 
dedicated to engaging alumni at the local level with 
clubs and groups tailored to your interests. You may 
not be able to meet all 260,000 Temple alumni, but 
I hope you can connect with those who are most 
important to you.  

Sincerely,

Ulrick Joseph, ENG ’81

Shared-Interest Groups and 
Regional Clubs
Across the country and all year long, Temple’s eight regional clubs and shared-interest 
groups—the Black Alumni Alliance (TUBAA), LGBT Alumni and Temple Young 
Alumni—encourage Owls to connect, network and celebrate with each other at a 
variety of events. Temple alumni gather at games, pubs and restaurants to cheer for 
Temple’s sports teams and they embark on museum trips and tours. They attend lec-
tures, organize local student send-off parties and congregate at happy hours.  

For example, Temple’s Alumni Club of Northern California gathered to watch the 
Philadelphia Phillies play the San Francisco Giants and the Alumni Club of Arizona 
attended a Phillies vs. Arizona Diamondbacks game. The Alumni Club of Metropoli-
tan New York organized a networking night at MTV, 200 alumni and friends attended 
the TUBAA’s Economic Development Symposium and the Temple Young Alumni 
held a casino night and business card exchange event in Philadelphia. 

No matter how long it has been since you have returned to campus, there are many 
ways to maintain close ties to Temple—and have fun with fellow Owls in the process. 

1. Temple Young Alumni attendees enjoyed the group’s Casino Night and Business 
Card Exchange at the Pyramid Club in Philadelphia.

2. Paul Dietz, ENG ’83 (left), Katrina Tordillo, SBM ’05, and Samuel Aikin (second from 
right) shared in the fun at the Temple Young Alumni Casino Night and Business Card 
Exchange.

FROM THE  
TUAA PRESIDENT
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3. TUBAA President Timothy Reese, ENG ’87, ’90 (far left), Kendra N. Brooks, CHP ’00, symposium 
speaker Mohammed Zubairu (right) and Scott A. Young, CHP ’97 (far right), attended the TUBAA’s 
first annual Economic Development Symposium.

4. Alumni Club of Northern California board members Dan M. Rodowicz, MUS ’85 (right), and  
Stephen E. Turner, TYL ’90, joined Jonathan Steele, CLA ’97 (left), and other alumni and friends to 
watch the Phillies play the San Francisco Giants. The event included an alumni party.

5. Alumni Club of Arizona Co-Chair Nicholas Rago, CLA ’67, SBM ’74 (left), Director of Athletics  
William Bradshaw and David Armstrong, LAW ’92 (right), watched the Diamondbacks play the  
Phillies last season.

6. Deborah Ferdinand, LAW ’93 (left), mingled at MTV Networks in New York City. The Alumni Club 
of Metropolitan New York presented speaker Larry Magid, SBM ’64 (not pictured), co-founder and 
president of Electric Factory Concerts, who discussed the music industry and music promotion.

There currently are regional 
clubs in eight areas of the 
country: Atlanta, Arizona, 
Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
the metropolitan New York 
area, Northern California and 
Washington, D.C. 

Temple alumni and friends 
are welcome and encouraged 
to get involved with their 
local club. To find out more 
about Temple’s alumni groups 
and upcoming events, visit 
myowlspace.com/groups.
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Do . . . post your 
class notes online at 
myowlspace.com.

Or . . .  continue 
to send your news for 
Alma Matters to the 
editor at: 
Temple Review, 
Temple University, 
1938 Liacouras Walk, 
Philadelphia, PA 19122

Don’t . . .  
despair if your submis-
sion does not appear 
in the very next issue 
of Temple Review. 
Watch for publication 
in a future edition.

1940s
Hester S. Lehman, MUS ’45, 
annually reunites with fellow Temple 
alumnae Dorothy M. Knauss, MUS 
’45, and Carol Williams Hafner, 
MUS ’45. Evelyn Hagerthey, a  
former Temple student, also attends 
their reunions. All four women are 
retired public school music educa-
tors. They have been gathering  
once a year since 1945.
 
1950s
Leonard Parmet, EDU ’56, was 
honored with the 2008 Leta 
Glancy and Cecil Lockhart-Smith 
Memorial Award from the Northern 
Arizona Regional Behavioral Health 
Authority in Flagstaff, Ariz. He was 
awarded for 40 years of service 
with the board of directors of the 
Prescott, Ariz.-based West Yavapai 
Guidance Clinic. Among other 
posts, Parmet has served on the 
committee of Prescott’s Boy Scouts 
of America, the Yavapai County 
Board of Adjustments and Appeals 
and the allocations committee for 
the central Arizona chapter of the 
United Way.

1960s
Milton Trachtenburg, SBM ’61, 
had his third book accepted for 
publication. It is a self-help book 
for abused women and was written 
from his experience as a therapist in 
that field. He maintains a part-time 
private practice in psychotherapy 
and owns rental properties in 
Philadelphia. 

Martin Grabois, CST ’62, MED 
’66, chair of the Department of 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
at Baylor College of Medicine in 
Houston, was elected to the man-
agement committee of the World 
Federation for NeuroRehabilitation 
at the 2008 World Congress for 
NeuroRehabilitation in Brasilia, 

Brazil. He also serves as executive 
vice president at TIRR Memorial 
Hermann, an institute for rehabilita-
tion and research in Houston. In 
addition, he presented at the 7th 
Mediterranean Congress of Physical 
and Rehabilitation Medicine in 
Portorož, Slovenia.  

William F. Stier Jr., EDU ’66, is 
a distinguished service professor 
and director of athletic administra-
tion and sport management at 
the College at Brockport, State 
University of New York. His 21st 
book, Sport Management: The 
Business of Sport, was published 
by American Press, and his 350th 
article, “Selected Risk Management 
Policies, Practices and Procedures 
for Intramural Activities at 
NIRSA Institutions,” appeared in 
Recreational Sports Journal.

Niles S. Benn, SBM ’67, principal 
of Benn Law Firm in York, Pa., is 
chairman of the board of direc-
tors for Holy Spirit Health System, 
which serves the greater Harrisburg, 
Pa., area. He recently attended 
the Siemens 27th Annual Health 
Executive Forum in Scottsdale, 
Ariz., where he received an award 
on behalf of the Holy Spirit Health 
System.
 
Arthur Bachman, SBM ’69, 
LAW ’72, was elected president 
of the ASPPA (American Society 
of Pension Professionals and 
Actuaries) Benefits Council of 
Delaware Valley in Pennsylvania. 
He was chosen for this position in 
recognition of his 11 years of  
service to the ASPPA board. The 
ASPPA educates its members in 
laws and conditions affecting 
employee benefits plans. 

1970s
Phil Halpern, CLA ’71, has been 
elected president of the Lenox 
(Mass.) Chamber of Commerce. 
The organization has more than 
200 member businesses. Phil and 
his wife, Linda, own Brook Farm 
Inn, a Victorian bed and breakfast 
located in Lenox.

Thomas Balshi, DEN ’72, founder 
of Pi Dental Care Center in Fort 
Washington, Pa., was awarded 
a crystal “Space Coast” clock in 
Melbourne, Fla., after lecturing 
on the topic of successful dental 
implant treatment for individuals 
missing substantial bone. His son, 
Stephen Balshi, lectured with him. 

Key to School and  
College Codes

AMB	 Ambler College

CHP	 College of Health Professions

CLA	 College of Liberal Arts

CST	 College of Science and 		
	 Technology

DEN	 Kornberg School of Dentistry

EDU	 College of Education

ENG	 College of Engineering

HON	 Honorary Degree

LAW	 Beasley School of Law

MED	 School of Medicine

MUS	 Boyer College of Music and 	
	 Dance

PHR	 School of Pharmacy

POD	 School of Podiatric Medicine

SBM	 Fox School of Business 

SCT	 School of Communications  
	 and Theater

SSA	 School of Social Administration

THM	 School of Tourism and 		
	 Hospitality Management

TYL	 Tyler School of Art
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A. Harold Datz, CLA ’72, LAW ’72,  
a managing partner of Weitz Garfinkle 
Datz in Philadelphia, was appointed to 
serve as vice chair of the Philadelphia 
Bar Association’s Commission on 
Judicial Selection and Retention. He 
also acted as chair of the commission 
in 2002, 2005 and 2006. Additionally, 
Datz was appointed co-chair of the 
Association’s Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Committee and has been 
a member of the board of direc-
tors of the Philadelphia Trial Lawyers 
Association since 1983.

Charles J. Cunningham, LAW ’73, 
was reappointed to the Pennsylvania 
Judicial Conduct Board as a 
Philadelphia common pleas judge by 
Pennsylvania Gov. Edward Rendell. He 
originally was appointed to complete 
the partial term vacated by former 
Judge Thomas Wallitsch in 2006. 
Now, he will serve a full four-year 
term. As an attorney, he served for six 
years on the disciplinary board of the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court. 

Anthony Comerota, MED ’74, direc-
tor of Jobst Vascular Center and section 
head of vascular surgery at The Toledo 
Hospital (TTH) in Ohio, was named one 
of Vein magazine’s “25 Most Influential 
Venous Professionals.” He is a board-
certified vascular surgeon, program 
director of TTH’s General Vascular 
Surgery Residency Program and an 
adjunct professor at the University of 
Michigan School of Medicine.

When word spread that AIGA, the 
professional association for the 
design community, was holding 

a competition similar to those featured 
on reality television, designers age 26 or 
younger submitted a sampling of their work 
and a brief statement on why they should be 
considered for the competition. Intitially, 
Nichelle Narcisi, TYL ’06, was not one  
of them. 

At the time a designer at Go Welsh,  
a design studio in Lancaster, Pa., Narcisi did 
not think the AIGA would find her tucked 
away in Amish country. However, her boss 
urged her to enter the competition and a few 
weeks later, she learned that she had been 
chosen as one of seven finalists to compete 
at AIGA’s fall 2007 conference. 

Narcisi grew up in Pittsburgh. Her ex-
tended family is supportive of the arts and 
pushed Narcisi to pursue her creative en-
deavors. “I thought I would end up a painter,” 
she says. Narcisi enrolled at Keene State 
College in southwestern New Hampshire, 
but left after one semester. She remembered 
a visit to her high school by Carmina Cian-
ciulli, assistant dean for admissions for the 
Tyler School of Art at Temple. Cianciulli’s 
visit had made enough of an impression on 
Narcisi that she decided to give the uni-
versity a more serious look, and eventually 
enrolled as a Temple student.

During her first few days at Tyler, Narcisi 
became keenly aware of the high expecta-
tions the faculty had for their students. “No 
one was floating by,” she recalls. “Everyone 
was committed to their discipline. When 
people express that kind of passion, it’s easy 
to get sucked in.” 

Narcisi also remembers the environment 
as extremely supportive. “What made Tyler 
unique was the lack of negative competitive-
ness among students,” she says. “I don’t know 
if it was the relaxed social atmosphere or  
a genuine desire to get to the best solutions 
despite who achieved them, but it was an 
unusually friendly experience.”

After taking a few fine arts courses, Nar-
cisi was drawn to the problem-solving  
aspects of design. “For me, design was a kind 
of hidden language that only other designers 
can appreciate,” she says, “full of obscure 
cultural references and glorifications of  
aesthetic principles.” 

For three days in Denver, the seven AIGA 
contestants competed in daily design chal-
lenges before a panel of industry experts who 
picked them off, one by one. By the third day, 
Narcisi was exhausted but still standing, one 
of three final contestants. Her presentation 
garnered a standing ovation and Narcisi was 
named the “Next Great Designer” by AIGA. 
“I never could have imagined that something 
like that would occur, for so many of my  
 

mentors and peers to be behind me in such 
a big way,” she says. 

Narcisi is now a full-time, independent 
designer. She is grateful for her time at Tyler 
and how it shaped her outlook as an artist 
and as an individual. “You should never 
stop thanking the people who create posi-
tive change in your life, and no one I met 
while at Tyler has failed to keep me mov-
ing in the right direction—so thank you!” 
—Christian Polidoro

Nichelle Narcisi the ‘next great designer’
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Phyllis L. Ehrlich, CLA ’74, CHP ’76, 
is co-editor of the book Occupational 
Therapy in Home Health Care. The 
second edition of this book was  
published in 2008.

Martin Banner, MUS, ’75, has pub-
lished numerous modern performing 
editions for choruses and orchestras. 
In August 2008, his edition of Johann 
Adolf Hasse’s “Quoniam” was per-
formed at the Norfolk Chamber Music 
Festival in Connecticut. Additionally, 

in January 2009, the Florida All-State 
Choir performed Banner’s edition of 
“Te Deum in D” by Carl Czerny, and 
the Texas All-State Women’s Choir per-
formed his edition of Johann Michael 
Haydn’s “Dixit” in February 2009.

Bruce J. Wisotsky, CLA ’75, LAW 
’78, was selected for inclusion in the 
“Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor 
Rights Law” section of the 2009 edi-
tion of The Best Lawyers in America. 
He practices law in the bankruptcy 

and creditors’ rights group of Norris 
McLaughlin & Marcus in Bridgewater, 
N.J. Wisotsky lectures on various bank-
ruptcy issues and serves on the New 
Jersey regional advisory board of the 
Anti-Defamation League. He also is vice 
president and director of Help Darfur 
Now, a nonprofit organization that aids 
refugees in the Darfur region of Sudan.

Jay Finestone, CLA ’76, is director 
of social work at Temple University 
Hospital, Episcopal Campus. He recently 

Early in the 20th century, Philadelphia’s 
main downtown thoroughfare, Broad 
Street, was lined with auto manufac-

turers and showrooms and was known as 
“Automobile Row.” Some hints of its past are 
still visible, due in part to the Philadelphia-
based real estate development company 
Historic Landmarks for Living. According to 
CEO Jeffrey Reinhold, CLA ’79, SBM ’86, 
the Packard Motorcar Building, located at 
317 N. Broad St., once was an eight-floor 
manufacturing plant that assembled cars floor 
by floor from top to bottom. Now, the Pack-
ard building is a monument to the cars once 
assembled there, but its sprawling lobby, high 
ceilings and woodworking welcome the 
building’s residents.

Since 1983, Historic Landmarks for Living 
has renovated urban buildings and  
warehouses—such as Philadelphia’s Wilbur 
Chocolate Co. complex (now the Chocolate 
Works) and the Touraine, which was once  
a hotel—into multifamily rental properties. 
Reinhold has been the company’s CEO since 
2003 and currently is charged with once 
again updating its 23 residential properties. 
But Historic Landmarks for Living is not 
solely focused on refurbishing Philadelphia’s 
past. The company also owns and oversees 
properties in Baltimore, Chicago, St. Paul, 
Minn., Pittsburgh, West Chester, Pa., and the 
greater Harrisburg, Pa., area.

Similar to the individualism that marks 
each of the company’s buildings, a series of 

unique posts comprises Reinhold’s 
career. When the U.S. economy 
flagged after his graduation from 
Temple in 1979, Reinhold decided 
to return to the university to earn 
his master’s degree in business  
administration. 

“As I remember it, interest rates 
were really high and it was a diffi-
cult job environment,” Reinhold 
recalls. At that time, he worked  
as a graduate assistant at Temple 
University Press. “I loved it there,” 
he says, “because I learned the 
business aspect of the press. I got to 
see the business side of the school, 
too. That experience allowed me 
to interview with one of Philadel-
phia’s largest banks in 1982, First 
Fidelity Bank.” 

Reinhold entered First Fidelity Bank’s 
training program and worked in real estate 
lending and bankruptcy. In 1995, he left to 
serve as chief financial officer at Checkpoint 
Systems, an antitheft company. “When  
I joined, the company’s revenue was $128 
million,” he says. “When I left in 2000,  
revenue had risen to about $700 million and 
we had completed approximately 10 or 12 
acquisitions.” 

He then shifted gears once more to oversee 
the finances of the New York-based IT ser-
vices company Plural. It was after the 2002 
sale of Plural to Dell that he reconnected with 

Historic Landmarks for Living founder Ste-
phen Solms, whom he knew from his banking 
career in the ’80s. Solms hired him as CEO.

Temple influenced Reinhold’s success, he 
says, and he now serves on the President’s 
Advisory Board and the Board of Visitors for 
the College of Liberal Arts. “Being an attrac-
tive enough candidate to be hired by First 
Fidelity Bank,” he says, “stems from Temple. 
The training and exposure I received there 
allowed me to then take a giant step in my 
life experience and my business experience. 
Temple was the right choice for me.” 
—Maria Raha

Jeffrey Reinhold professional rejuvenation
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published two articles about child rear-
ing on the web site for the National 
Association of Social Workers, Help 
Starts Here (www.helpstartshere.org), 
and has been published on Education.
com (www.education.com). 

Robert Davis, SBM ’77, released IT 
Auditing: Assuring Information Assets 
Protection with Pleier Corp. The publi-
cation provides a proven approach to 
assessing IT security frameworks, archi-
tectures, methods and techniques. Its 
goal is to highlight the complexities 
associated with assuring information 
security programs. 

Peter Zales, SCT ’77, received a 
Benjamin Franklin Award for “Creative 
Excellence in Direct Marketing.” The 
“Benny Award” was presented by 
the Philadelphia Direct Marketing 
Association for creative graphic design 
of a branding package for Cadbury at 
Home in Cherry Hill, N.J. Zales works in 
sales for Affordable Offset Printing Inc. 
in Pennsauken, N.J. 

Joyce O. Eubanks, CLA ’78, LAW ’81, 
was appointed by Pennsylvania Gov. 
Edward Rendell to a judicial position at 
Philadelphia’s Criminal Justice Center. 
Previously, she worked as the direc-
tor of legislation for Philadelphia City 
Councilwoman Carol Ann Campbell 
and as an assistant federal defender 
for the Defender Association of 
Philadelphia.  

Charles L. Lumpkin Jr., EDU ’78, was 
inducted into the National Association 
of Black SCUBA Divers Hall of Fame. He 
is the director of an education program 
named the S.U.N. (Solar, Underwater 
and Nonviolence) Chaser Project and 
is a special projects consultant for the 
School District of Philadelphia’s Health 
and Physical Education Department. 
Lumpkin also teaches physical educa-
tion, aquatics and more. 

Joseph D. Mancano, LAW ’79, a 
partner with Pietragallo Gordon Alfano 
Bosick & Raspanti in Philadelphia, 
presented at an audio conference 
sponsored by the National Constitution 
Center. Approximately 100 attendees 
from multiple states participated in 
the program. His presentation was 
titled “So the Feds Have You in Their 
Crosshairs: Now What?” and focused 
on how corporations can effectively 
respond to search warrants executed 
at their offices. Mancano serves as vice 
chair of the firm’s white-collar criminal 
defense group.  

Neil A. Morris, LAW ’79, joined the 
Philadelphia law firm of Pelino & Lentz 
as a shareholder. Morris also partici-
pated in the annual Pennsylvania State 
Association of Township Supervisors 
Solicitors seminar in Hershey, Pa. He 
spoke on employment rights related to 
second-class township employers. 

1980s
Chuck Gysi, SCT ’80, serves as vice 
president of marketing and commu-
nications for Girl Scouts of Eastern 
Iowa & Western Illinois in Rock Island, 
Ill. Prior to this post, he was editor of 
The Macomb (Ill.) Journal and com-
munications officer of the Rochester 
Area Foundation in Rochester, Minn. 
He also has worked for publications in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Iowa, New 
York and Minnesota. 

Winston Nixon, SCT ’80, is an award-
winning producer, director and writer in 
North Carolina. He has been a newspa-
per editor and writer since 1992. Nixon 
also hosts and produces a radio project 
titled The Saturday Night House Party.

Richard L. Fox, SBM ’81, LAW 
’86, a partner at Dilworth Paxson in 
Philadelphia, was included in Worth 
magazine’s list of the “100 Top 
Attorneys” in the country for affluent 
clients in the areas of philanthropy, 
estate planning and trusts and 

estates. He is a member of the firm’s 
tax department and head of its phil-
anthropic and nonprofit group. Fox 
also is the author of Charitable Giving: 
Taxation, Planning and Strategies, a 
member of the editorial board of The 
Estate Planning Journal and a visiting 
professor of philanthropy at American 
College in Bryn Mawr, Pa.

Ami Vider, ENG ’82, co-founded a 
technology strategy consulting prac-
tice named Leaf & Forest Strategy. 
The company has offices in Palo Alto, 
Calif., and Tel Aviv, Israel. Leaf & Forest 
Strategy develops and trains executives 
to use classic military strategy in today’s 
business environments. 

David Besser, SCT ’83, currently is  
a business agent for the San Francisco 
Bay Area’s Theatrical Wardrobe Union 
Local 784, IATSE (International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees, Moving 
Picture Technicians, Artists and Allied 
Crafts). He has worked on theatrical 
productions such as the first national 
tour of Jersey Boys, the pre-Broadway 
runs of Wicked, Lennon and the pre-
miere production of Irving Berlin’s 
White Christmas. In addition, Besser 
served as personal dresser to the lead 
character in The Phantom of the Opera 
during its San Francisco run.

William  B. Neusidl, MED ’84, is a 
corneal specialist in New Jersey who 
has invented and patented an instru-
ment called the Neusidl Corneal 
Inserter for corneal transplants. He pre-
sented the device during a talk at the 
American Academy of Ophthalmology 
meeting in Atlanta in November 2008. 
It now is being used in a multicenter 
trial study across the United States. 

Wanda Ronner, MED ’84, a clinical 
associate professor of obstetrics and 
gynecology in the School of Medicine 
at the University of Pennsylvania, has 
written two books with former Temple 
Professor of History Margaret Marsh. 

professional rejuvenation
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Both The Empty Cradle: Infertility in 
America from Colonial Times to Present 
and The Fertility Doctor: John Rock and 
the Reproductive Revolution were pub-
lished by The Johns Hopkins University 
Press.

Gerald R. Williams Jr., MED ’84, was 
named president of the Pennsylvania 
Orthopaedic Society (POS). POS rep-
resents more than 900 orthopaedic 
surgeons in Pennsylvania and advo-
cates for excellence in the practice 
of orthopaedic medicine. In addition 
to his position with POS, he is a fel-
low of the American Academy of 
Orthopaedic Surgeons and president-
elect of American Shoulder and Elbow 
Surgeons. Williams has been included 
in Philadelphia magazine’s list of “Top 
Doctors” and in America’s Top Doctors. 
He also is a multiple recipient of the 
Charles S. Neer Award, which honors 
outstanding clinical research.  

George A. Stamboulidis, LAW ’85, 
was named managing partner of Baker 
& Hostetler’s New York office. He joined 
the firm when the office opened, fol-
lowing 13 years as a federal prosecutor 
in New York and New Jersey. 

Pamela Touschner, TYL ’85, a man-
aging partner of WWCOT Architects, 
was elected to the American Institute 
of Architects (AIA) College of Fellows 
for her leadership and involvement 
in the AIA and in the AIA California 
Council. She also received a 2008 
ATHENA Award from the Palm Springs 
Chamber of Commerce for professional 
excellence and outstanding community 
service. In addition, Touschner serves 
as co-chair for the ACE (Architecture, 
Construction and Engineering) 
Mentoring Program in California’s 
Coachella Valley. 

Chuck Weiss, SCT ’85, currently is 
the director of construction for Habitat 
for Humanity in Philadelphia. Prior to 
working for that organization, he built 

theatrical scenery on Broadway in New 
York City and worked in high-end resi-
dential construction in Princeton, N.J. 

Mark Fisher, MED ’87, is a neurologist 
in Oklahoma City, where he lives with 
his wife and daughter.

Steven R. Mento, MUS ’87, is a  
pianist and composer who has per-
formed in various locations in New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, South Carolina and Florida 
and in Vienna, Austria. Duo Mento, a 
piano collaboration formed with his 
sister Loretta—also a former piano stu-
dent at the Boyer College of Music and 
Dance — performed the world premiere 
of “Dies Irae” for two pianos at Merkin 
Hall in New York City. Mento also is 
founder and president of the Clavis 
Chamber Players, a concert reviewer for 
the Classical New Jersey Society Journal 
and composer-in-residence for Prestige 
Classical Productions Foundation Ltd.  
in Manlius, N.Y.

Carmen Velasquez, LAW ’87, has 
been elected as a civil court judge in 
Queens County, N.Y. She also is the 
founder, treasurer and past president 
of the Latino Lawyers Association; 
a board member of both the Latin 
American Cultural Center and La 
Guardia Community College; and chair 
of the Puerto Rican Legal Defense Fund 
Alumni Association.

Marie Killian, LAW ’88, became 
director of health and productivity 
management at Reliance Standard Life 
Insurance Co. in Wayne, Pa. Reliance 
Standard is an insurance carrier that 
specializes in employee benefits. She 
previously served as integrated health 
and productivity management practice 
leader for Trion Group, a company with 
offices in the Philadelphia area.

Mary Elizabeth Williams, SCT ’88, 
published Gimme Shelter, a nonfiction 
account of her adventures in the New 
York City housing bubble, with Simon 
& Schuster. She is the culture critic for 
Public Radio International’s morning 
show, The Takeaway, and is a regular 
contributor to Salon.com.

1990s
Richard Carroll, TYL ’90, is a principal 
in the architectural firm McAuliffe + 
Carroll Architects. The firm has recently 
relocated from Lambertville, N.J., to 
Trenton, N.J., and is currently working 
on several projects in Trenton in con-
junction with various city organizations. 
These ventures include the St. Francis 
Life Center, 200 Hamilton Ave. and 
Isles Youth Build.

Karen L. Jett, SBM ’91, was included 
in a Barnes & Noble event that featured 
new writers in Willow Grove, Pa. She 
is the author of the book titled Grow 
Your People, Grow Your Business and is 
the principal of Jett Excellence, a con-
sulting firm located in Telford, Pa. Jett 
also teaches at Villanova University in 
Pennsylvania.

Kamal Jafarnia, LAW ’92, was named 
executive vice president and chief 
compliance officer of Realty Capital 
Securities and senior vice president of 
American Realty Capital Advisors in 
Boston. He has more than 15 years 
of experience as an attorney and as a 
compliance professional. He also par-
ticipates in the master of laws degree 
program in securities and finance regu-
lation at the Georgetown University 
Law Center in Washington, D.C.

Crystal L. Kendrick, SBM ’92, is 
owner of the Voice of Your Customer 
in Cincinnati, which was named a 
2008 “Minority Business Enterprise of 
the Year” by the South Central Ohio 
Minority Supplier Development Council. 
The company was honored for demon-
strating potential for expansion regard-
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less of the national economic environ-
ment. The Voice of Your Customer is 
a marketing firm that offers its clients 
research, media campaign and training 
consultation services.

David DiGiallorenzo, DEN ’93, was 
included in Main Line Today magazine’s 
“Top Dentists 2008” list.

Glenn Thompson, CHP ’93, was elect-
ed to represent the 5th Congressional 
District of Pennsylvania in November 
2008. He has worked in the healthcare 
industry for more than 20 years, and 
most recently served as a rehab services 
manager at Susquehanna Health in 
Williamsport, Pa. Thompson is the first 
nationally credentialed recreation thera-
pist elected to Congress.

Shane Doyle, SBM ’94, formed Madre 
Software, a strategic consulting and 
custom software development firm 
focused on Midwestern manufacturing, 
distribution and retail-based companies 
in Farmington Hills, Mich. The firm 
recently deployed an enterprise resource 
planning product to Detroit Diesel, a 
division of Daimler, and Cosma 
Engineering, a division of Magna 
International in Ontario, Canada. 

On Thursday, June 26, 2008, hundreds 
of thousands of sports fans woke up 
and watched SportsCenter, ESPN’s 

popular sports news program. The day’s sto-
ries suggested another typical day in the 
world of sports: Tiger Woods underwent knee 
surgery to repair a ruptured ligament and New 
York Yankees pitcher Joba Chamberlain 
dominated the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

But June 26 also was the morning of an-
chor Kevin Negandhi’s debut on SportsCen-
ter. When he began working at ESPN in 
2006, it marked the first time in U.S. televi-
sion history that an Indian American sports 
reporter appeared on a national network. 
Now, he has ascended to the top of the indus-
try and has become the first Indian American 
sports anchor on national television.

Since he was 14, Kevin Negandhi, SCT 
’98, dreamed of becoming a sportscaster. As 
a child in Phoenixville, Pa., he and his father 
watched Philadelphia Eagles games on televi-
sion every Sunday of the football season. “My 
father is very ‘old school,’” he says. “He came 
to America from India with two dollars in his 
pocket and worked hard as an accountant.” 

Seeking to impress him, Negandhi would 
read the sports section prior to the start of 
each game, to absorb as much information as 
he could about the two opposing teams. He 
would then enlighten his father with his 
newfound knowledge by rattling off statistics 
during the games. “That’s how I fell in love 

with the idea of knowing something and in-
forming an audience,” he explains.

When the time came to choose a college, 
the aspiring journalist initially attended 
Syracuse (N.Y.) University. However, he 
soon had second thoughts about his choice. 
Negandhi considered the benefits of  
continuing his education in Philadelphia, 
one of the five largest media markets in the 
nation. He decided to return home and  
attend Temple.

Negandhi immersed himself in the media 
opportunities Temple offered. During his first 
year of school, he was sports editor for The 
Temple News, Temple’s student newspaper, 
and an announcer for the women’s basketball 
team on the university’s public radio station, 
WRTI. Later, he interned with the Philadel-
phia Phillies and then with two local televi-
sion stations. By the time he graduated, 
Negandhi had completed five internships. 
All of them had one thing in common: 
“Every internship [I had] in Philadelphia had 
a Temple connection,” he says. 

Temple also helped Negandhi land his first 
job in the industry. Rick Beardsley, then 
technical producer for the news program 
Temple Update, told him a local production 
company was looking for a high-school 
sports reporter for a program on Fox Televi-
sion’s Philadelphia station. “At the inter-
view, I found out that [the company was 
staffed by] Temple guys!” Negandhi recalls. 

He was hired and made his debut in 1998, 
which eventually led to an audition with 
ESPN. “The main reason I have made it is 
because I got through the door thanks to my 
Temple connections.”

Negandhi is grateful for the opportunities 
that made his career path possible. “Ulti-
mately, this is what I always wanted to do,” 
he says. “I feel blessed every day that I can do 
it on the air and possibly open the door for 
other people down the road.”
— Christian Polidoro

Kevin Negandhi play by play
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William J. Burnett, LAW ’95, was 
elected to serve on the executive com-
mittee of Flaster/Greenberg, a law 
firm with offices in Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey and Delaware. He is a member 
of the firm’s financial restructuring, 
bankruptcy and risk management 

practice group. Burnett also has taught 
in Temple’s Integrated Transactional 
Program.

Scott E. Diamond, LAW ’95, was 
certified by the Supreme Court of 
New Jersey and the National Board of 

Trial Advocacy as a civil trial attorney. 
He practices at Spear, Greenfield & 
Richman in Philadelphia.

Michael S. Bablo, LAW ’96, joined 
Weltman, Weinberg & Reis Co. in 
Chicago as an associate in the foreclo-

Checking out news tips. Aggressively 
pursuing interviews. Obtaining pho-
tographic confirmation. 

Barry Levine, SCT ’81, continues to use 
the journalistic skills he learned as a Temple 
student. Today, his work is the guilty pleasure 
of millions of readers and is prominently 
placed at supermarket checkout counters.  
He is the executive editor of the National 
Enquirer in New York City. 

Long before he joined the Enquirer, he 
served as editor-in-chief of The Temple News, 
the university’s student newspaper. Levine, 
who visited Main Campus in 2008 and ad-
dressed two journalism classes, still remembers 
celebrating the completion of each edition 
with a midnight cheeseburger and shake. He 
also recalls being summoned to former Temple 
President Marvin Wachman’s office to defend 
the newspaper’s stories about campus safety.

While Levine worked for The Temple News, 
it published a citywide edition when several 
of the city’s papers—The Philadelphia Inquirer, 
Philadelphia Daily News and the Evening and 
Sunday Bulletin—went on strike in 1977. And 
during Levine’s tenure as editor-in-chief in 
1979, the paper was honored with a Hearst 
Journalism Award for coverage of the accident 
at the Three Mile Island Nuclear Generating 
Station near Middletown, Pa. 

“Some of my most precious items are the 
copies of The Temple News that contain the 
stories I edited in those days,” he said during 
one of his lectures. The editor also cited the 
personal and professional inspiration he 
gained from two of Temple’s former professors 
of journalism, LeRoy Carl, SBM ’52, and 
Jackie Steck, SCT ’44, CLA ’47. 

Even before Levine graduated from Temple, 
he worked a part-time job at the Associated 

Press, and began working there full time after 
graduation. He held subsequent posts at the 
Syracuse (N.Y.) Post-Standard and Baltimore 
News-American before becoming a tabloid 
reporter in the late 1980s. Eventually, he 
worked as Star magazine’s Hollywood bureau 
chief and also served as managing editor of the 
television program A Current Affair, a syndi-
cated entertainment news show that aired 
from 1986 to 1996. 

Similar to his days at The Temple News, 
Levine’s professional career is marked with 
memorable moments. As a reporter for Reu-
ters, he covered Muhammad Ali’s final profes-
sional fight against Trevor Berbick in 1981. 
He also was the first reporter from the United 
States to arrive in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
to cover the 1988 death of Christina Onassis, 
an international socialite, and delivered an 
exclusive story of her final hours. 

More recently, Levine directed the  
Enquirer’s 2008 coverage of former vice 
presidential candidate and North Carolina 
Senator John Edwards’ extramarital affair,  
an investigation that drew unprecedented 
praise from the mainstream media. Accord-
ing to Levine, the tabloid’s coverage of the 
scandal also increased the publication’s pres-
ence in the blogosphere, where it was per-
ceived to be doing a job neglected by the 
mainstream press. 

Throughout the years, his journalistic  
passion and his fondness for Temple have  
remained strong. In fact, the two are some-
what intertwined. “The Temple News laid the 
foundation for me. The spirit and enthusiasm 
of that newsroom are the same spirit and  
enthusiasm I have now.” —Betsy Anderson

scooping the story
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sure department. Previously, he was 
employed at Resurgence Financial in 
Northbrook, Ill. 

Kenneth Holdsman, LAW ’96, was 
named president of Arthur Ashe Youth 
Tennis and Education (AAYTE). AAYTE 
is a nonprofit public tennis and edu-
cational enrichment organization for 
Philadelphia-area children. He also has 
served as senior program officer and 
director of the Youth Engagement 
Team for the Academy for Educational 
Development in Washington, D.C., 
and New York City; director of ser-

vice learning for the School District 
of Philadelphia; instructor at Temple’s 
College of Education; and legislative 
director for Rep. Robert E. Andrews. 

Robert Monek, SCT ’96, SBM ’00, 
was promoted to executive producer 
of Eyewitness News online, 7online.
com, at WABC-TV in New York City. He 
previously held the same position with 
WPVI-TV in Philadelphia. 

Edward Berger, ENG ’97, was named 
manager of energy services for RPA 
Associates in Wyomissing, Pa. He 

oversees all client projects related to 
efficient energy consumption. In addi-
tion to his new position, he serves as 
president of the Central Pennsylvania 
Association of Energy Engineers, an 
organization he also founded. Berger 
formerly served as new technologies 
project engineer at UGI Utilities, which 
is headquartered in Reading, Pa.

James B. Urie, CLA ’97, was 
elected partner in the West Chester, 
Pennsylvania-based law firm MacElree 
Harvey. He began working at the firm 
in 2004 after being employed in the 
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“Join the Navy, See the World,” goes 
the famous slogan. But for Cynthia 
Macri, MED ’83, a captain in the 

U.S. Navy, the story played out somewhat 
differently.  Macri attended schools on several 
continents before joining the Navy and be-
coming a doctor, steps that ultimately earned 
her six service medals and one ribbon, as well 
as a new position at the Pentagon.

Though she was born in Minnesota, Macri 
was afforded the opportunity to attend schools 
the world over, a byproduct of her father’s ca-
reer as a renowned agricultural consultant and 
professor. She was educated in Egypt, Pakistan, 
Mexico and the United States before attending 
Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pa. While 
she was an undergraduate working toward  
a medical career, Macri joined the Navy.

“I wanted to be a Marine, like those who 
guarded our embassies and consulates over-
seas,” she says. “But I joined the Navy and 
accepted the Navy’s Health Professions Schol-
arship, not knowing that far in the future,  
I would direct that program,” she says.

Macri attended Temple’s School of Medi-
cine. The academic influence there, coupled 
with her father’s and brothers’ careers as pro-
fessors, led her to pursue academic medicine. 
“I could not imagine that a practice that did 
not involve teaching would be fully satisfy-
ing,” she says.

After graduation and an internship in gen-
eral surgery, Macri completed an OB/GYN 

residency before being transferred to Jack-
sonville, Fla., with her husband to teach in a 
family medicine residency program. She then 
took a fellowship in gynecologic oncology and 
gave birth to a daughter in California. When 
the Navy called her back to Maryland, Macri 
served in a variety of positions at the National 
Naval Medical Center in Bethesda and at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Soon, she was offered a job as head of the 
Health Professional Scholarship Program— 
which had given her the chance to attend 
Temple decades earlier—and subsequently 
served as director of medical accessions and 
department head for continuing medical 
education for the Navy. After several years in 
these roles, Macri advanced to the position of 
vice president of recruitment and diversity at 
the Uniformed Services University of Health 
Sciences, where she advised the university’s 
president about diversity and represented 
the school in national forums that addressed 
diversity in higher education. 

Macri’s responsibility as diversity advisor 
now extends beyond the Navy’s medical de-
partment. She recently accepted the position 
of advisor for diversity to the chief of naval 
operations at the Pentagon.

Macri’s commitment to education—from 
creating a research forum for residents to help-
ing integrate the Army and Navy OB/GYN 
residency programs—has earned her seven 

prestigious awards including the Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement Medal and two 
Meritorious Service Medals. She notes that the 
combination of a naval career and a medical 
degree has been a powerful one. “Taking that 
Navy scholarship to attend Temple Medical 
School was the best decision I ever made,” 
she says. There’s little doubt that those whose 
lives she has touched agree.
—Alix Gerz, SCT ’05, CLA ’07

global influenceCynthia Macri
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Internal Revenue Service’s Office of 
Chief Counsel for the small-business 
and self-employed division. Urie is a 
member of MacElree Harvey’s business 
transactions group. 

David A. Kluft, SCT ’98, an associate 
at Foley Hoag in Boston, was named 
one of 15 new members of the Boston 
Bar Association’s public interest leader-
ship program. The program is aimed at 
lawyers who have practiced law for less 
than 10 years.

Victoria Vogt, SCT ’99, is editor of 
the “Business & Money” section of 
HowStuffWorks.com, a division of 
Discovery Communications in Atlanta. 
She combines MBA training with more 
than 10 years of experience marketing 
for brands such as L’Oreal, Wellpoint, 
America Online and Old Navy.

2000s
Dara Coslett Granza, SCT ’00, is the 
associate director of special programs 
at Junior Achievement of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania Inc. Previously, she served 
as external communications manager 

for the Girl Scouts in the Heart of 
Pennsylvania in Harrisburg, and as vice 
president of communications, member-
ship and marketing of Girl Scouts of 
Penn’s Woods Council in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa. Granza also is public relations chair, 
placement vice chair and a member of 
the Junior League of Scranton, and an 
advisory board member of the Scranton 
Civic Ballet Company. 

Michael Tulli, THM ’00, founded the 
Don Diehl Music & Art Fund in memory 
of his childhood friend Don Diehl of 
West Chester, Pa., who passed away 

Herbert Goronkin
When Herbert Goronkin, CST 

’61, ’62, ’73, attended high 
school, the cell phone was a sci-

ence fiction fantasy. As he played with mag-
nets as a child, he had no idea that his interest 
in these toys would lead to the invention of 
the gadget that is helping to make the home 
telephone a relic. Yet, Goronkin’s early work 
at Motorola Inc. was an enabling force in 
powering the cell phone generation.

After earning bachelor’s, master’s and doc-
toral degrees in physics from Temple and 
working in several industrial labs, Goronkin 
joined Motorola in 1977, where his first 
assignment involved the development of 
compound semiconductors for use in build-
ing transistors and circuits. Goronkin’s team 
created a transistor that would function on 
a much lower voltage than other transistors, 
so smaller batteries could be effective for use 
in handheld cell telephones. The result of 
his work facilitated the Startac cellular tele-
phone, the precursor to the currently popular 
Motorola RAZR and KRZR phones.

Goronkin remained at Motorola through 
the 1990s, directing several projects that fur-
thered transistor technology and others that 
explored the identification of DNA mutation 
in diseases like breast cancer. He played a key 
role in the production of a gene chip known as 
the CodeLink activated slide, which analyzes 
DNA for possible mutations.

In 1995, he returned to his roots in the 
semiconductor industry with the startup de-
velopment of MRAM, magnetic random 
access memory, which uses magnets to hold 
computer code. This technology, which now 
is used in computer servers and networks, 
securely protects memory even if the circuit 
loses power due to storage that is magnetic 
rather than electronic.

After more than 30 years of playing a key 
role in the development of the cell phone and 
magnetic memory from infant technology to 
commonplace necessity, Goronkin has no 
intention of taking a back seat. “People say 
that you should not associate self with work, 
but I disagree with that,” he explains. “I have 
spent a large part of my life doing my work, 
traveling, talking to people about science and 
technology, and it’s a fundamental part of who 
I am. The thought of walking away to play golf 
or chess is not very appealing to me.”

To stay connected to the industry in a new 
way, Goronkin left Motorola in 2003 to focus 
on his company, Technology Acceleration 
Associates, and on his investment group, Lux 
Capital Management and its Arizona-based 
company, EverSpin Technologies Inc., which 
solely develops and manufactures MRAM. 
EverSpin has flourished so much that it earned 
inclusion in BusinessWeek’s Dec. 19, 2008, 
“Venture Capital’s Favorite Startups” list. In 
2008, it was the largest venture capital invest-
ment firm in Arizona.

“Being able to work in the investment 
community and with defense agencies, I stay 
connected,” he says. “I get to talk to people 
doing interesting work and, at times, influence 
their direction. I am often able to see a bigger 
picture than they can see from their own lab, 
and I can still bring something to the table.” 
—Stephanie Kollm

powering the cell 
phone generation



S p r i n g  2 0 0 9     49 

from liver cancer. The fund will raise 
money for local schoolchildren’s educa-
tion in music and art. It also will help 
pay for textbooks, musical instruments 
and art supplies, and foreign language 
education and field trips. To learn 
more, visit www.dondiehl.com.

Danielle Blackwell, SCT ’01, served 
as regional political director for Region 
11 in south Georgia for the Georgia 
Campaign for Change/Obama-Biden 
campaign and the Martin Victory cam-
paign. She provided coalition develop-
ment and maintenance and worked 
with the campaign’s statewide director.

Steven Burda, SBM ’03, accepted a 
new position in the financial planning, 
procurement and cost management 
department at The Boeing Co., which is 
headquartered in Chicago. Prior to this 
post, he served in various financial and 
managerial capacities at SunGard Data 
Systems, Lockheed Martin and CIGNA.

Edward Welch, SBM ’03, is presi-
dent and owner of Higgins & Welch 
Real Estate Inc. in Erdenheim, Pa. 
His real estate business focuses on 
Montgomery, Philadelphia, Bucks, 
Chester, Berks and Delaware counties. 

Andrew Storer, CHP ’04, has become 
the first doctor of nursing practice 
(DNP) graduate of Thomas Jefferson 
University’s Jefferson School of Nursing 
in Philadelphia. He also is a graduate of 
Jefferson’s master of science in nursing 
degree program. Storer completed the 
DNP program in one year while work-
ing as a nurse practitioner at Thomas 
Jefferson University Hospital. 

Sarah Hetznecker
From international conferences on the 

environment to the energy policy discus-
sions of the 2008 presidential election, 

geological issues have taken center stage in 
worldwide conversations about sustainability. 
Though the topic is prevalent today, that was 
not the case when Sarah Hetznecker, CST 
’83, graduated from Temple. But she recog-
nized the importance of the issues she was 
passionate about and carved a niche for herself 
in the energy industry. Today, she is project  
development director at the international 
energy firm Conergy in Paoli, Pa., where she 
focuses on solar power in the United States. 

Though Hetznecker grew up in the Phila-
delphia suburbs, she wanted a change of  
scenery in college and ended up at the Univer-
sity of Colorado at Boulder before her father 
encouraged her to return home and attend 
Temple. There, she says, she found a small-
community feeling in a large university setting. 
“It was just great and I loved it,” she says. 

She majored in geology and became inter-
ested in solar photovoltaics, which Hetznecker 
defines as “the direct conversion of sunlight 
to electricity.” Though she entered college at 
a time when environmental issues were not 
prominent aspects of the national debate, a 
change of presidential administrations pushed 
the topic to the back burner. Hetznecker real-
ized that this change, coupled with an eco-
nomic recession, limited her opportunities.

To practice her science, Hetznecker took 
a position at an environmental consulting 
business. Her husband, Gary Sheehan, CST 
’83, whom she met at Temple, also worked in 
the field. At first, she and Sheehan said they 
would never go into business together, but in 
1999, they formed the Malvern, Pa.-based 
solar power company Mesa Energy. 

“We handled big environmental issues, 
like unregulated hazardous waste dumps, but 
we hadn’t really looked at what I think is the 
biggest issue, which is our energy use and 
sources,” Hetznecker says. 

In 2007, the couple’s successful company 
was purchased by German renewable energy 
firm Conergy. There, she is responsible for 
developing solar projects all over the United 
States and recently completed one of the 
nation’s biggest solar power plants east of the 
Mississippi. Additionally, her team is in the 
midst of building a one-megawatt solar power 
plant for Philadelphia.

Hetznecker’s passion for solar energy goes 
beyond her work at Conergy; she also serves 
on the Climate Change Advisory Commit-
tee for Pennsylvania and is working on the 
climate action plan for the state. She says that 
regardless of where her career takes her, she 
will remain committed to these issues.

“In the past 10 years, energy prices and 
environmental concerns have highlighted 
sustainability issues. Though there have been 

fits and starts in the field, I think it will 
continue to grow. There are just tremendous 
opportunities that range from job creation to 
energy independence.” 

With advocates like Sarah Hetznecker 
in the field, sustainability and its related  
topics will continue to command the neces-
sary worldwide attention they have begun  
to attract in recent years. 
—Alix Gerz, SCT ’05, CLA ’07

shedding light 
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Sherisa D. Vassel, SCT ’04, started 
her own women’s jewelry line named 
L’élephant Rose. For more information, 
visit lelephantrose.net.

Carrie Wulff, SCT ’04, was promoted 
to the position of media planner and 
buyer with Harmelin Media in Bala 
Cynwyd, Pa., where five other Temple 
alumni also recently earned promo-
tions. She joined the company in 2006.

Donna D’Achillo, SBM ’05, was 
promoted to the position of media 
supervisor with Harmelin Media in Bala 
Cynwyd, Pa., where five other Temple 
alumni also recently earned promo-
tions. She joined the company in 2002.

Emily Grose, SCT ’05, is an assis-
tant account executive with Tierney 
Communications in Philadelphia. She 
represents McDonald’s, Prudential Fox 

& Roach, Realtors and The Wellness 
Community. Grose was recognized by 
the Philadelphia Chapter of the Public 
Relations Society of America for her 
leadership role in public relations. She 
was a co-recipient of the 2008 Anthony 
Fulginiti Award for her leadership in 
facilitating the 2008 PR Institute, a 
training program that sharpens the skills 
of young public relations professionals. 

When Margaret Foti, CLA ’75, 
SCT ’85, ’95, began her career 
as an editorial assistant at the 

American Association for Cancer Research 
(AACR), she never imagined she would one 
day be the CEO of the largest cancer research 
organization in the world. As a part-time stu-

dent in the Political Science Department at 
Temple’s College of Liberal Arts, she had vi-
sions of pursuing the law; while she immersed 
herself in biology, chemistry and physics core 
classes, she considered the field of medicine. 
But Foti’s attraction to the pursuit of academic 
knowledge and her desire to make a difference 
in the medical world led her down a unique 
and very successful path.

After graduating from high school, she 
worked at the University of Pennsylvania and 
earned hands-on training in editing computer 
science dissertations and in working with 
academic researchers. Within a few years, she 
had moved to an entry-level position at the 
AACR. Through hard work, determination 
and a deep passion for the AACR’s mission, 
Foti climbed the ranks from editorial assistant 
to managing editor of Cancer Research, the 
most highly cited journal in the world for sig-
nificant, original studies in all areas of cancer 
and cancer-related biomedical sciences. At 
age 24, she was the youngest managing editor 
of a scholarly publication.

From this position, Foti’s career skyrock-
eted. Her interest in publications and aca-
demic research continued to grow, and she 
returned to Temple while working full time 
to earn master’s and doctoral degrees. “I 
went to the School of Communications and 
Theater because I could actually focus on 
scholarly publishing, which had become my 
area of expertise,” she says. “I had wonderful 
mentors there, and the school allowed me to 
pursue both my Ph.D. and my increasingly 

demanding responsibilities at AACR.” In 
1982, while she was still working toward her 
degrees, Foti was promoted to CEO, a posi-
tion she continues to hold and develop.

“I decided to stay at AACR rather than 
pursue another profession because I am never 
bored,” she says. “Here, I have the excite-
ment of discovery combined with the notion 
that I can help humankind through my own 
work, which is constantly reinforced by 
my interactions with cancer survivors and 
advocates.”

Today, she oversees an operation that 
includes an $80 million budget, six scholarly 
research journals and more than 165 staff 
members. Under her leadership, AACR not 
only consistently contributes to academic 
discussions of cancer research, it also is instru-
mental in cancer research funding advocacy 
on Capitol Hill, expanding prevention edu-
cation programs and strategizing to effectively 
disseminate research materials to scientists 
and scholars. Likewise, Foti has become a 
highly visible leader in her field. She serves 
as a board member of more than 40 cancer 
and research organizations and has earned 
two honorary degrees in medicine and surgery 
and numerous awards for her work. 

With more than 20 years of experience at 
the helm of the AACR, she shows no signs 
of slowing down. She is actively working to 
expand the AACR offices in Washington, 
D.C., and Singapore, increasing the global 
reach and public awareness of its work to 
prevent and treat cancer. —Stephanie Kollm
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Lauren Cohen, SCT ’06, was pro-
moted to the position of media planner 
and buyer with Harmelin Media in Bala 
Cynwyd, Pa., where five other Temple 
alumni also recently earned promotions. 
She joined the company in 2006.
 
Alison Gregory, SCT ’06, was pro-
moted to the position of media planner 
and buyer with Harmelin Media in Bala 
Cynwyd, Pa., where five other Temple 
alumni also recently earned promotions. 
She joined the company in 2007. 

Lauren Hanko, SCT ’06, was pro-
moted to the position of media planner 
and buyer with Harmelin Media in Bala 
Cynwyd, Pa., where five other Temple 

alumni also recently earned promotions. 
She joined the company in 2006. 

Daniel Cox, SCT ’07, was promoted 
to the position of media planner and 
buyer with Harmelin Media in Bala 
Cynwyd, Pa., where five other Temple 
alumni also recently earned promotions. 
He joined the company in 2006. 

Ronald M. Davis, SCT ’08, has 
completed U.S. Navy basic training at 
Recruit Training Command in Great 
Lakes, Ill. During the eight-week pro-
gram, Davis learned naval customs, first 
aid, firefighting, water safety and sur-
vival and shipboard and aircraft safety. 

In Memoriam

Listings of alumni who  
have passed away since 
the last issue of Temple 
Review are now available 
online at myowlspace.com/
memoriam.

To submit a name, e-mail 
owlspace@temple.edu or 
call 215-204-6445.

ERIC Owens
“I adore what I do—I’m living my 

dream,” says Eric Owens, MUS ’93. A 
renowned bass-baritone opera singer, 

he majored in voice as an undergraduate stu-
dent at the Boyer College of Music and Dance. 
While he is humble about his talent, his 
performance schedule speaks for itself. During 
the 2008–2009 opera season, his performances 
included Doctor Atomic and The Magic Flute 
at the Metropolitan Opera House, two Carn-
egie Hall performances with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, I Capuleti e i Montecchi at London’s 
Royal Opera House and more. Another 2009 
performance at Carnegie Hall featured African 
American vocalists performing the works of 
pioneering singers such as Marian Anderson 
and Paul Robeson.

Owens enrolled as a voice major at Temple, 
but did not realize he would be able to make a 
living as a professional singer until his junior 
or senior year. “With any career in the arts, 
there are a lot of variables,” he says. “It’s based 
on talent and style and all sorts of things. 
I started to have some successes at certain 
things and then I thought, ‘Okay, I can prob-
ably make a career out of this.’”

His first major performance occurred while 
he was a student. The Philadelphia Orchestra 
holds an annual contest for young musicians 

in the Delaware Valley called the Albert M. 
Greenfield Student Competition. Owens 
competed and won, and was able to sing with 
the Philadelphia Orchestra. 

After graduating from Temple, he attended 
the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, 
and then left the city to study at the Houston 
Grand Opera Studio in Texas. According to 
Owens, the studio “bridges the gap” between 
being a student of voice and embarking on a 
professional career. It provides opportunities 
to perform while studying, which, he con-
tends, is a large part of a performer’s develop-
ment. “Every time you’re on stage, you learn 
something new about yourself as a performer.” 
The Houston Grand Opera Studio also helped 
him find an agent at the end of the program. 

While those outside the opera community 
might think it is the vocals that strain singers, 
it is the travel schedule that can become a 
relative burden. Owens says he spends nine to 
10 months of the year away from home. And, 
in order to perform consistently well, singers 
must focus heavily on avoiding illness during 
the performance season. “The whole lifestyle 
is an acquired taste,” he admits, “but perform-
ing is its own reward.” 

Both Temple and Boyer aided in his profes-
sional success and fulfillment. “My work there 

formed a strong foundation for what I needed 
to do to make it as a professional musician,” 
he says. “I am especially grateful to the dean 
of the music school at the time, Helen Laird. 
She took me under her wing, and she is a 
huge reason why I’ve made it to where I am. 
I am incredibly grateful. What a wonderful 
woman.” —Maria Raha
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Stella elkins tyler is renowned for being a 
member of the influential Elkins family, after 

whom the town of Elkins Park, Pa., is named.  
But at Temple, Tyler is better known as a philan-
thropist who made a legendary gift to the university 
and a sculptor who worked in bronze and plaster.

In the early 1930s, Tyler donated her estate, 
which was located in Elkins Park, to Temple Uni-
versity. Tyler entrusted it to her artistic mentor Boris 
Blai, a sculptor and former apprentice to French 
artist Auguste Rodin. Blai became the founding 
dean of the Tyler School of Art and nurtured his 
student’s original vision of creating an environment 
that championed both the fine arts and creative 
thinking. 

Blai, whose career at Temple spanned 25 years, 
welcomed the first class of Tyler students in 1935, 
when he began to lay the foundation for the educa-
tional approach at Tyler that persists today: teach-
ing the techniques of fine art against the backdrop 
of an education in liberal arts. 

In the 1960s and ’70s, new programs and mod-
ern facilities in design, ceramics, glass, metals and 
photography were added to Tyler’s course offerings 
and departments in art and art education and in art 
history were started on Main Campus.  

The Tyler School of Art had been open for 53 
years in 1988, when Temple Review’s spring issue 
featured the findings of a task force assembled to 
research development on Main Campus. When the 
diverse group of university constituents presented 
their recommendations to the administration for 
consideration, bringing the Tyler School of Art to 
Main Campus was chief among their ideas.

Now, a plan to bring Tyler to Main Campus 
has been actualized and the new building for the 
Tyler School of Art on Main Campus is open for 
classes. The school’s new $75 million home boasts 
40 percent more usable space than the Elkins Park 
facilities, and includes open areas designated for 
exhibitions and galleries to showcase student work 
to the university and to the community at large. 

Along with the School of Communications and 
Theater and the Boyer College of Music and Dance, 
Tyler has become part of an arts enclave at the 
northeastern edge of campus, further bolstering the 
university’s position as a major contributor to the 
Philadelphia arts scene and enhancing the quality 
of academic instruction for the thousands of arts 
students it now serves.  — Benae Mosby, SCT ’08

Sculpture students  
in a 1962 Tyler  
School of Art class 
learn to sculpt a  
living model. Tyler  
was founded by 
Stella Elkins Tyler,  
a sculptor who 
worked in bronze  
and plaster.
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“Temple University Libraries 
support every department 
and encourage study, 
collaboration, outreach  
and research. 
That’s why my husband and I established 
the Estelle R. and Gerson J. Alexander 
Librarian Opportunity Fund, which helps 
the Libraries expand their resources now 
and in the future.”
— Estelle R. Alexander, CLA ’69

Temple University Libraries provide a world of 
knowledge through print and electronic resources, 
instructional services, modern facilities and learning 
opportunities. When you give to the Libraries, you 
support Temple’s intellectual mission. 

Please visit myowlspace.com/makeagift to make  
your gift today. To learn more about how your gift  
can assist the Libraries’ collections and services, call 
215-204-9305 or e-mail giving@temple.edu. 
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FACT #2: 

1 in every 8 
Greater Philadelphia college 

graduates holds a Temple 
University degree.

Show that you are one—participate in  
Paint the Town Cherry Week May 11–17!  

Visit myowlspace.com/cherryweek for details.

Get the facts about Temple: www.temple125years.com.




