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Alumni

1960s
Arlene Morgan (JOUR ’67), associate dean at 
Columbia University, won the 2008 Lawrence 
Young Breakthrough Award, given by the National 
Association of Minority Media Executives (NAMME). 

Ray Didinger (JOUR ’68) shared his insider views of 
Philadelphia teams, fans and highlights with fellow 
alumni during Temple University Alumni Association’s 
Alumni Weekend 2008 celebration and was the SCT 
Commencement speaker in May 2008. He is the author 
of best-sellers Eagles Encyclopedia and One Last Read.

Daniel G. Lynch (JOUR ’69) has joined WTMM Talk 
1300 radio in Albany, N.Y., as afternoon drive-time talk 
show host. 

1970s
Sandra M. Frankel (JOUR ’70, ’78), a licensed psycholo-
gist in private practice in Wayne, Pa., speaks nationally 
and locally on breast cancer topics including body 
image and sexuality, and the psychological and social 
impact of the disease.

Frank X. Custer (JOUR ’73) is a partner with FrankLee 
Speaking, a consulting firm in Lansdale, Pa.

Fred Lavins (FMA ’73) is senior vice president of 
procurement at Citigroup in New York City. He is 
responsible for large-scale sourcing/procurement 
programs including legal and contingent workforces, 
and sourcing for benefits and other human resource 
programs.

Ellie Slott Fisher (JOUR ’73), author of Mom, There’s 
a Man in the Kitchen and He’s Wearing Your Robe 
(DaCapo 2005), has just published Dating for Dads: The 
Single Father’s Guide to Dating Well Without Parenting 
Poorly (BantamDell 2008).

Thom Holmes (RTF ’73) is a developmental editor 
and new media producer with McGraw-Hill Higher 
Education in New York and the author of the 
college-level text, Electronic and Experimental Music 
(Routledge 2008), a work that has been called a classic 
in the field of electronic music history. 

Renee Simon (RTF ’74) is vice president for current 
programming at the Style Network. She joined Style in 
November 2003.

Lorraine Branham (RTF ’76) has been named dean of 
Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse School of Public 
Communications. She had been director of the School 
of Journalism and the G.B. Dealey Regents Professor at 
the University of Texas at Austin.

Carol Gould (RTF ’76) has a new book, Don’t Tread on 
Me (Encounter Books 2008), about anti-Americanism. 
Her book Spitfire Girls will be released in 2009.

Jeffrey L. Asch (RTF ’77) was elected president of the 
Philadelphia Sports Writers Association and will be 
responsible for directing and overseeing all association 
activities. He is a sports anchor at KYW Newsradio in 
Philadelphia.

Victor J. Monaco (RTF ’79) is the managing editor of 
the Windsor-Heights Herald of the Princeton-based 
Packet Publications. 

1980s
Doug Deutsch (JOUR ’80) was named publicist of 
the year at the 2007 South Bay Music Awards in Los 
Angeles, Calif. His client, Eileen Carey, won female 
vocalist of the year.

Ron Moser (RTF ’80) manages the media marketing for 
the Keswick Theatre in Glenside, Pa. A WRTI alumnus, 
he worked summers at the Temple University Music 
Festival in the 1970s and after a 25-year career in pub-
lishing is delighted to be back where the music is. 

Bill Vargus (RTF ’80), sports anchor at Fox 29-TV, won 
an Emmy for best sports anchor. 

Sandra L. McClure (JOUR ’81) is the co-author of The 
Soprano State: New Jersey’s Culture of Corruption (St. 
Martin’s Press 2008), which reveals the Garden State’s 
political corruption, dysfunctional systems and Mafia 
influence.

Mary Ellen Pahlka-Hudicka (JOUR ’81) received the 
Promotional Products Association’s International 
Distinguished Service Award. She is a speaker and 
marketing communications professional, and director 
of marketing communications for Bodek and Rhodes, a 
leading supplier of imprintable activewear.  

Jim McKairnes (JOUR ’82) is working in comedy and 
drama development at CBS-Paramount.

Arlene V. Edmonds (JOUR ’82), a correspondent for 
the Philadelphia Tribune and the Leader, was inducted 
into the Omega Chapter of Alpha Epsilon Lambda 
Graduate Honor Society.

Nicholas Sucich (RTF ’83) manages visual communica-
tions at the national level for the United States Postal 
Service. His unit is responsible for employee and cus-
tomer messaging through the USPS internal television 
network, the internet and its retail network. Sucich 
spent 15 years in television at the affiliate and ABC net-
work level before joining the Postal Service in 1998.

Rick Linsk (JOUR ’83) has received a JD from William 
Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul, Minn. He is a judi-
cial law clerk for the Minnesota Supreme Court. 

Barbara L. Sherf (JOUR ’84) is a principal of 
CommunicationsPro.com. She specializes in speech 
and executive coaching, business writing, public 
relations, social marketing and community outreach 
programs for an array of clients.

Teresa Mendoza (THEA ’84) is managing partner of 
client services at Mendoza Media LLC, a full service 
video production company specializing in corporate 
videos, website videos and TV commercials. A recent 
fundraising/awareness video she created for Circle of Life 
Children’s Center received two International Academy 
of the Visual Arts Silver Communicator Awards and 
was a finalist at The American Business Awards.

Margaret Foti (CLA ’75, MMC ’85, ’95) has received an 
honorary doctorate in medicine and surgery from the 
University of Catania in Sicily. She is the chief execu-
tive officer at the American Association for Cancer 
Research in Philadelphia.

John Iannuzzi (RTF ’85) is interconnect director 
of sales for Comcast Spotlight of Philadelphia. He 
had previously been vice president and manager of 
Universal Media’s Philadelphia office. He is the author 
of Parent Power (Personal Publishing 2004), teaches 
public policy, and is a part-time SCT faculty member 
teaching public speaking in StOC. 

Jay Jacobson (RTF ’85), an actor, singer and songwriter 
living in Los Angeles, has released his second CD, 
Ready. The CD contains 11 songs that he wrote and 
performed. In addition, Lonely Boy, a short film he 
directed and starred in, was selected to show in film 
festivals around the world.

Fred Maher (JOUR ’85, BTMM ’01) is the new president of 
the SCT Alumni Board. Maher is senior communications 
specialist at Exelon Power and former president of the 
International Association of Business Communicators. 

Jeanne L. Schwarzer (JOUR ’85) is a clinical therapist at 
Fellowship Health Resources, an outpatient center in 
Phoenixville, Pa. She works with adult clients, age 19 to 
geriatric, with mental health issues and is a nationally 
certified counselor.

Ned Rauch-Mannino (JOUR ’86) has been appointed 
by Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter to the SEPTA 
Citizen Advisory Committee. The CAC acts as an 
independent representative and advocate on behalf of 
the users and potential users of public transportation 
in the five-county region. 

Mel Taylor (RTF ’86) is president of Mel Taylor & 
Associates, a Philadelphia-based consulting firm that 
develops online marketing strategy for small and mid-
sized businesses. 

1990s
Dan Lantz (FMA ’90) is a producer at IMPULSE-FX, a 
television production company in Paoli, Pa. He has 
received national recognition for his most recent web 
movie, Louisiana Smith and the Bastard Son, a five-
minute parody of Indiana Jones. He also has created a 
web series, Ninja Babes From Space, that receives more 
than 100,000 hits per month. 

Hope Koseff Korse (RTF ’91) is the director of market-
ing for the Philadelphia Zoo. She led the Battleship 
New Jersey’s key marketing and branding initiatives 
for the past five years, and was awarded a Governor’s 
Conference on Tourism Award for marketing and promo-
tion of the battleship’s overnight encampment program.

Kevin Hogan (JOUR ’91) is editorial director of the 
Technology Learning Group of NewBay Media, which 
includes the magazine, websites and events associated 
with the Technology & Learning brand.

Melissa (Cichocki) Gwynne (JOUR ’91) is a supervising 
librarian for the Burbank Public Library in Burbank, 
Calif. She is the manager of the Northwest Branch and 
also oversees Young Adult Library Services. 

Larry Schwartz (RTF ’91) is a freelance producer of 
film, video and multimedia entertainment, creating 
national TV commercials, IMAX films and interactive 
sales tools for Fortune 500 clients. He previously did 
freelance work on feature films including Philadelphia, 
12 Monkeys, IQ, and Up Close & Personal.

Chris Ellis (RTF ’92) has been named director of com-
munications for Comcast Spotlight, the advertising 
sales division of Comcast Cable. He previously was 
senior manager of corporate communications for 
Comcast Corporation.  

Mark Thomas (RTF ’92) is a provider network develop-
ment associate at Geisinger Health Plan in Danville, Pa. 

Stefanie Lahart (JOUR/ADV ’92) is CEO of her own 
business, cyberHag Productions, a web design firm 
based in Los Angeles, Calif. She also started Busted 
Foundation in 2007, a nonprofit organization that aids 
those with medical-related hardships by providing 
financial or educational assistance. 

Bob Bonner (RTF ’93) is a staffer for the House 
Appropriations Committee, subcommittee on Financial 
Services and General Government. He works on issues 
related to the Treasury Department, Internal Revenue 
Service and National Archives.

Pat Branch (RTF ’93) did on the spot video coverage of 
Outfest 2008 for Eye Spy LA. She teaches special needs 
kids by day and co-produces and co-hosts I’m Just 
Saying, a monthly local comedy show.

Michelle Baum Harter (RTF ’93) has been named 
vice president of corporate communications at 
Pennsylvania Cable Network (PCN), a statewide public 
affairs network where she had previously been the 
affiliate relations manager. 

Debra A. Marcucci (THEA ’94) is the director and stage 
manager at the Walnut Street Theatre in Philadelphia. 
She directed her second show, Mr. Bailey’s Minder, an 
American premiere that opened in February.

Department and 
Major Codes
ADV Advertising

BTMM Broadcasting, 
Telecommunications  
and Mass Media

COMM Communications

FMA Film and Media Arts

JOUR Journalism

JPRA Journalism, Public 
Relations and Advertising

MM&C Mass Media  
and Communication 
Doctoral Program

RTF Radio, Television  
and Film

StOC Strategic and 
Organizational 
Communication

THEA Theater
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Robert Tulini (MMC ’94) is assistant news media 
editor at the Courier-Post in Cherry Hill, N.J., and an 
adjunct journalism professor at Rowan University in 
Glassboro, N.J. He received a 2007 Gloucester County 
Human Relations Commission Humanitarian Award 
for Journalism for his work in promoting understand-
ing, tolerance and respect among people as a newspa-
per editor.

Blair Davis (MMC ’96) was a presenter on a panel 
entitled “Embodiment and Taboo” at the National 
Women’s Studies Conference in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 
June 2008. She spoke about her dissertation research 
on issues related to the use of pro-eating disorder websites.

Lucien Charles (FMA ’97) is a filmmaker working on a 
short film adaptation of a Richard Wright short story, 
Big Black Good Man. The film is sponsored by the New 
York Foundation for the Arts.

Andy Szul (JOUR ’97) recently launched an editing and 
proofreading service, Szul Edits, Inc., at http://www.
szuledits.com. 

Dyana Williams (RTF ’97) is on the air at 107.9 WRNB, 
as well as doing media coaching/artist development 
with major recording performers. Her client roster has 
included Rihanna, Chris Brown, Usher and The Bravery.

Yvette Nunez (JOUR ’98) became the first minority to 
be inducted as the president of the Philadelphia Public 
Relations Association (PPRA). PPRA is the nation’s larg-
est and oldest independent public relations organiza-
tion, founded in 1945.

Sarah Bay Williams (FMA ’98), photography manager 
for the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 
walked the red carpet on Oscar Sunday in February. 
This was her fourth year to work the Academy Awards.

Shaun Blick (BTMM ’99) has been appointed to the 
hiring committee at the law firm of Carroll McNulty 
& Kull LLC, which has offices in New York City and 
Basking Ridge, N.J.

2000s
Kimbria Thomas (BTMM ’01) has joined Comcast as 
a customer contact specialist, working within the HR 
department to answer the questions and concerns of 
Comcast’s 97,000 employees.

Andrew I. Ostroff (BTMM ’02) received his master’s in 
elementary education from Holy Family University 
in May 2007, and is teaching grades K-4 in the 
Philadelphia School District.

Tiffany Farmer-Matthews (JOUR ’03) is an internal 
communications specialist for Kaleida Health, the 
largest health system in western New York. She is 
writer, editor and designer of the corporate employee 
newsletter, OneVoice, which won the 2008 Hermes 
Gold Award in 2008.

Stephanie McCann (BTMM ’03) is a producer at WBFF, 
the Fox affiliate in Baltimore, Md., after having spent 
almost five years at WFMZ in Allentown, Pa. 

Greg McGunagle (JOUR ’03) is vice president of Quinn 
& Co. Public Relations in New York City. 

Daniel Quintanilla (BTMM ’03) is a master control 
operator with C-SPAN in Washington, D.C. Previously, 
he held the same position with WMGM-TV (NBC 40).

Sasha Rivers (BTMM ’03) recently joined The Nielsen 
Company as its Washington, D.C. market supervisor.  
She joins Nielsen after working with Fox Network’s 
America’s Most Wanted as a production assistant and 
publicity associate.  

Letezia Rubino (BTMM ’03) represented alumni as the 
SCT Convocation speaker in September 2008.

Megan E. Garvey (BTMM ’04) was selected for the 
inaugural account executive development program at 
Strategic Products and Services, an industry-leading 
integrator of voice solutions and data networking 
applications for business clients nationwide. 

Joseph Gettler (JOUR ’04) is public affairs representa-
tive at Brookhaven National Lab in New York. His new 
position includes interviewing scientists, attending 
their presentations and writing articles for the com-
pany’s newspaper.

Daniel Kalai (FMA ’05) produced The 4th Dimension, 
an independent feature film that focuses on abandoned 
locations throughout Pennsylvania, including the sites 
of Philadelphia State Hospital and Holmesburg Prison. 
The film received the Grand Jury Honorable Mention 
Award at the CineVegas International Film Festival 
and a technical achievement award at the Philadelphia 
International Film Festival. 

Jinal Shah (JOUR ’05) is a strategist with ElectricArtists, a 
boutique strategy and innovation agency in New York City.

Heidi Saman (FMA ’07) had her thesis film, The Maid, 
selected for its world premiere at the Cannes Film Festival. 

Ariella Furman (FMA ’08) makes Second Life videos 
for clients including IBM and the World Bank and works 
with media tech companies Popcha! and Electric Sheep Co. 

Carina Giamerese (BTMM ’08) was a summer intern at 
National Public Radio, where she was a producer and 
managed sound for Intern Edition, a 40-minute web-
based radio show.

Leigh Zaleski (JOUR ’08) is a copy editor with the York 
Daily Record.

Faculty

Sherri Hope Culver (BTMM) has been elected president 
of the board of directors of the National Association 
for Media Literacy, an organization dedicated to 
advancing the field of media literacy education in the U.S. 

Scott Gratson (COMM) gave the faculty welcome at the 
university’s fall student convocation. 

Chris Harper (JOUR) and Linn Washington (JOUR), 
along with MMC student Dianne Garyantes, were 
panelists on the topic “So many stories, so little 
coverage: A practical and theoretical guide to unite 
multimedia journalism and urban neighborhoods” 
at the “Convergence and Society” conference at the 
University of South Carolina in October.

Matthew Lombard (BTMM/MMC) presented at 
PRESENCE 2008, an international workshop held in 
Padova, Italy in October. The annual gathering is 
sponsored by the International Society for Presence 
Research, which Lombard leads as president. He 
presented a paper co-authored with graduate students 
including Bonnie Friel (BTMM) titled “An Evaluation of 
Portrayals of Telepresence and Romantic Relationships 
in Film and Television.” Lombard also shared a paper 
on behalf of Matt Jones (MMC ’08).

Thomas Jacobson, associate dean for research and 
graduate studies, co-edited the book Governance 
Reform Under Real-World Conditions (World Bank 
Publications 2008). He also is an invited guest blogger 
on “People, Spaces, Deliberation,” a blog hosted by the 
Communication for Governance and Accountability 
Program (CommGAP) of the World Bank. 

Donnalyn Pompper (StOC) has been appointed associ-
ate editor of Communication Theory, the journal of the 
International Communication Association. 

Edward Trayes (JOUR) delivered the keynote address at 
the national convention of the American Copy Editors 
Society in Denver.

Karen M. Turner (JOUR) was cited in a Sept. 5 story on 
insidehighered.com about Temple’s adoption of a gen-
eral education core curriculum. Turner is the Faculty 
Senate president and recently completed a three-year 
term on Temple’s general education committee. 

Betsy Leebron Tutleman, who was BTMM chair for 
11 years from 1995 to 2005 and again from 2007-2008, 
has been appointed to the post of senior advisor to the 
provost. She will provide leadership for the university’s 
academic strategic plan. This will include chairing the 
implementation of the academic plan group; working 
with officers and deans to complete strategic initiatives 
at the school or program level; and reporting to the 
senate on the implementation process. She will also 
continue to produce the 125th Anniversary documentary. 
Leebron has been at Temple for 25 years and started her 
career as an assistant professor in the RTF department.

Barry Vacker (BTMM) created Space Times Square, a 
documentary that was screened in Beijing, China, at 
the Communication University of China; at the 2008 
Radar Hamburg (Germany) Independent Film Festival 
and the Dallas Video Festival.

Students

Graduate Students
Satarupa Dasgupta (MMC) wrote “Global Press 
Freedom Indices and Pakistan: The Need and Scope 
of a Newer Approach,” a chapter in Evaluating 
the Evaluators (University of Pennsylvania 2009). 
She also received a competitive travel grant to 
attend the International Association for Media and 
Communication Research (IAMCR) Scientific Congress 
in Stockholm in July, where she presented two papers. 

Melissa Lenos (MMC) won the 2008 Graduate Student 
Award from the instructional and development division 
of the International Communication Association (ICA).  

Karthika Mutukumaraswamy (JOUR) presented 
a research piece on crowdsourcing at the annual 
Association of Internet Researchers conference in 
Copenhagen. A piece she wrote on the topic also 
recently appeared on the blog of The Guardian.

Michael RobbGrieco (MMC) will discuss “A Survey 
of Urban Children’s Media and Technology Use” 
at the annual meeting of the Broadcast Education 
Association in Las Vegas in April. He is a member of 
a panel being organized by Ken Harwood, founding 
Dean of SCT. 

Undergraduate Students
Sara Lynn Krupnick (FMA) traveled to Oklahoma and 
Missouri to work on location as a key grip (lighting 
crew) for a feature-length independent horror film.

Margaret Ricco (COMM) won an International 
Benjamin A. Gilman scholarship to study at the Kansai 
Gaidai in Osaka, Japan. The scholarship program 
encourages students to choose non-traditional study 
abroad destinations.

Anthony Stipa (BTMM) was a sideline reporter who 
provided student perspective during ESPN-U’s coverage 
of the Temple/UConn football game.  

Damon Williams (THEA) is the recipient of a pres-
tigious Princess Grace Honorarium. The awards are 
named in honor of Princess Grace of Monaco and are 
given to help aspiring artists with study, training or 
furthering professional goals. 

Correction:
In the summer 2008 issue of Intercom, the person 
shown in the photo with George Abbott was misidenti-
fied. She should have been listed as Shirley Temple. 
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	 AGE	 RATE

	 60	 5.5%

	 65	 5.7%

	 70	 6.1%

	 75	 6.7%

	 80	 7.6%

	 85	 8.9%

	 90+	 10.5%

	 AGE	 RATE

	 60 & 60	 5.2%

	 65 & 65	 5.4%

	 70 & 70	 5.6%

	 75 & 75	 6.0%

	 80 & 80	 6.6%

	 85 & 85	 7.4%

	 90 & 90	 8.7%

One-Life Annuity Two-Lives Annuity

A gift annuity can provide:
•	Financial security with guaranteed  
	 income for life
•	Tax benefits including deductions  
	 and capital gains tax savings
•	Personal satisfaction in leaving a  
	 meaningful legacy at Temple

Make an impact on Temple’s 
future while earning a 
Secure Income with a  
Charitable Gift Annuity.

All gifts to Temple University through December 31, 2009 will be credited 
toward access to excellence: the 125th anniversary campaign for Temple.  
For more information,visit www.temple.edu/accesstoexcellence.

Let us help you create a legacy at Temple. 

For more information, contact: 

Office of Planned Giving 

1938 Liacouras Walk 

Philadelphia, PA 19122  

800.822.6957

Visit us on the web at:  

http://plannedgiving.temple.edu.




