SAMPLE STUDENT PROGRAM PROPOSAL

Program Proposal for Jill Q. Student
Submitted to (advisor) on Feb. 25, 2008

Statement of Research Interests

I am interested in new media policy and civic engagement on the Internet. My previous research has focused on how the Internet—specifically blogs, personal websites and government websites—are being used to facilitate on-line political organizing. I am also very interested in researching whether massive public investments in municipal wireless systems are wise, based on whether they successfully help close the digital divide, increase civic engagement and enhance quality of life for local residents. The other big question is whether they are merely subsidizing an Internet build-out that private telecom companies would have picked up the tab for, anyway. Finally, I have studied the potential for a national broadband network.

Statement of Career Plans

I plan to pursue a career in teaching communication theory and journalism at the university level, as well as conducting research in these fields. I am also considering the option of policy work, such as drafting telecom policy for a regulatory agency (i.e. the Federal Communications Commission or a Telecommuncations Committee in a state legislature) or think tank.

List of Current and Planned Research Projects

While pursuing a master’s degree at Temple, my research focused on how the Internet is used for political organizing. During the first semester of the MMC program, I narrowed my focus slightly and studied specifically, the interplay between blogs and political participation. Since then, I have conducted research that examined emerging regulations for wireless networks, which could have implications for the local governments and media activists establishing “Internet clouds.” I also wrote a paper—which I plan to revise and submit for publication—on the tension between preserving free speech on line while also maintaining a virtual civil society. I’m also in the process of co-authoring an article with Dr. Jan Fernback that analyzes the need for a national broadband network. I am now working on my dissertation, which examines the role wireless signal sharing can play in closing the digital divide.

Participation in MM&C research activities

I have presented research papers at the past three Graduate Research Forums (2006, 2007 and 2008).

Conference Presentations
Student, J. Peering Pressure: The potential for peer-to-peer networking to help close the digital divide. International Communication Association, Montreal, QB, May 2008. (forthcoming).

Student, J. Code Blue: A proposed code of conduct for bloggers and the quest for a civil society. International Communication Association, Montreal, QB, May 2008 (forthcoming).

Fernback, J. and Student, J. Wireless Internet and possibilities for urban redevelopment. Association of Internet Researchers, Vancouver, BC, October 2007.

Student, J. Broadening the debate: An analysis of emerging models for a national broadband network. Association for Education in Journalism & Mass Communication, Washington, DC, August 2007.

Student, J. The future of Wireless Philadelphia and digital inclusion. The Technological Future of the Industrial City: Philadelphia in the 21st Century, Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA, April 2007.

Student, J. Frame up: An analysis of arguments for and against municipal wireless initiatives. Association for Education in Journalism & Mass Communication, San Francisco, CA, August 2006.

Student, J. E-Democracy: How on-line political organizing is evolving differently in the United States and the United Kingdom. Eastern Communication Association, Philadelphia, April 2006.

Student, J. Blogged down: Communication theory literature applied to the blogging phenomenon. Middle Atlantic American Studies Association, Harrisburg, PA, March 2006.
Conference Presentations
From broadcast to broadband: The challenges of researching and teaching in a changing media environment. Pennsylvania Communication Association, Pennsylvania State University—Lehigh Valley, October 2008.

Community Networks: Grassroots wireless and you. National Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors. Atlanta, GA, September 2008.  

The community as a teaching resource. Community Journalism, Graduate Education, and Civic & Citizen interest groups. Association for Education in Journalism & Mass Communication, Washington, DC, August 2007.

Ferreting out plagiarists and fabricators. Magazine Division. Association for Education in Journalism & Mass Communication, San Francisco, CA, August 2006.

Publications

Student, J. Frame-up: An Analysis of Arguments For and Against Municipal Wireless Initiatives. Journal of Public Works Management and Policy, February 2007.

Student, J. (forthcoming). The wireless future: How Philadelphia launched a national trend to provide low-cost Internet access. In S. Knowles and R. Dilworth (Eds.), The Future of the Industrial City. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.

Chronological Listing of Assistantship Assignments
MMC Assistantship, Spring 2006:

Taught Magazine Article Writing (J231) 

Worked as a research assistant for Dr. Matthew Lombard.

StOC Assistantship, Fall 2006:

Taught two sections of Public Speaking (PS 065)

StOC Assistantship, Spring 2007:

Taught two sections of Public Speaking (PS 065)

MMC Assistantship, Fall 2007

Taught Writing for the Mass Media (J1112)

Worked as a research assistant for Dr. Jan Fernback

MMC Assistantship, Spring 2008:

Am teaching Advanced Magazine Article Writing

Work as a research assistant for Dr. Jan Fernback

Preliminary Examination Committee Members

Dr. Jan Fernback, associate professor (chair)

Dr. Concetta Stewart, dean, School of Communications & Theater

Dr. Zizi Papacharissi, associate professor

Passed exams in December 2007.

Dissertation advisory and examination committee members

Dr. Jan Fernback, associate professor (chair)

Dr. Concetta Stewart, dean, School of Communications & Theater

Dr. Zizi Papacharissi, associate professor

Dissertation Topic

Peering into the Future: How WiFi signal sharing is impacting digital inclusion efforts [working title]. 

This dissertation will examine three established or emerging trends in WiFi signal sharing, also called mesh networking. Based on the findings, it will propose policy recommendations that could help expand digital inclusion efforts. The study will be grounded in a political economy framework, but will be informed by Habermas’ (1962) public sphere theory and resource mobilization theory, as well.

Defended dissertation proposal in May 2008.

Timeline for Completion of the Degree

August 2007



--Completed all coursework

--Petitioned to create preliminary examination and dissertation advisory committees

--Began thinking about dissertation abstract

Fall 2007



--Took and passed preliminary exams

--Began writing dissertation abstract 

Spring 2008
--Completed dissertation abstract


--Defend dissertation proposal (first 3 chapters) in May


--Obtain IRB approval for my interviews by May

Summer 2008
--Conduct dissertation research



Fall 2008



--Write results

December 2008



--Write analysis 

January/February 2009


--Write policy recommendations and conclusion 

Mid-Spring 2009


--Defend dissertation

April 2009



--Complete dissertation revisions

May 2009



--Graduate!

Completed Credits
(Including credits from Masters Degree earned at Temple University department of BTMM in May 2005)

Semester: Spring 2003
Course





Professor

Credits

Grade

JPRA 622  Communication Law 


T. Eveslage

4

A

Semester: Fall 2003




Course





Professor

Credits

Grade

BTMM 400 Intro to Comm Concepts 

S. Thomas

4

A-

BTMM 411 Comm Research Methods

Z. Papacharissi

4

A

BTMM 945 Future PhD Colloquim

N. Morris

1

A

Semester: Spring 2004

Course





Professor

Credits

Grade

BTMM Comm Institutions


J. Lent


4

A

JPRA 837 MURL



T. Petner

2

A

(production credits)

Semester: Summer II 2004

Course





Professor

Credits

Grade

BTMM 841 London Seminar


P. Bradley

6

A

Semester: Fall 2004

Course





Professor

Credits

Grade

BTMM 633 Global Telecom


Z. Papacharissi

4

A

Semester: Spring 2005

Course





Professor

Credits

Grade

BTMM 991 Independent Study


Z. Papacharissi

1

A

Semester: Fall 2005

Course





Professor

Credits

Grade

MMC 400 Comm Theory I


P. Murphy

4

A

MMC 500 Researching Comm
            

M. Lombard         
4             
A MMC 945 PhD Colloquium



C. Kitch


1

A


Semester: Spring 2006

Course





Professor
 
Credits

Grade

MMC 420 Researching Comm II 

Z. Papacharissi 

4
  
A 


MMC 540 Comm Theory II 


F. Darling-Wolf 

4
  
A 
    

MMC 945 PhD Colloquium


N. Morris

1

A
 

Semester: Fall 2006

Course





Professor
 
Credits

Grade

MMC 780 Teaching Comm


J. Ferbnback 

3
  
A 


MMC 781 Habermas



T. Jacobson 

4
  
A 
   Pol Sci 429 Race & Class


B. Ferman

3

A

Semester: Spring 2007

Course





Professor
 
Credits

Grade

MMC 780 Network Analysis


P. Murphy 

3
  
A

BTMM 735 Information Society


Z. Papacharissi

4
  
A
   

Indpt Study




J. Fernback

4

A

Summer 2007 

BTMM Public Policy Charette


P. Baker

3

A 



Cumulative Hours Completed for MM&C program: 72

Coursework is completed

Course Work Sorted by Topic Areas

Communication Theory
Course



       

Prof.
    
Credits   Grade     Sem/Yr

BTMM 400 Intro to Comm Concepts      
       S. Thomas        
4
       A-        Fall/03
MMC 400 Comm Theory I

       P. Murphy        
4                  A         Fall/05

MMC 540 Comm Theory II 

       F. Darling-Wolf 
4
       A         Spring/06

MMC 781 Habermas


       T. Jacobson      
4
       A         Fall/06 


MMC 780 Network Analysis

       P. Murphy 

3
       A         Spring/07

Methodology/Statistics
Course



       

Prof.
        Credits   Grade     Sem/Yr

MMC 500 Researching Comm
       

M. Lombard          4            A         Fall/05

BTMM 411 Comm Research Methods      
Z. Papacharissi
    4           A         Fall/03

Journalism

Course


                    

Prof.
          Credits
     Grade    Sem/Yr

JPRA 837 MURL

                        T. Petner
              2
     A          Spring/04

Public Policy & Law

Course



       

Prof.
         Credits
    Grade     Sem/Yr

JPRA 622  Communication Law 
 
      T. Eveslage
             4
     A           Fall/03

BTMM 991 Independent Study           
      E. Libron
             4                A-          Spring/04  

BTMM 633 Global Telecom                          Z. Papacharisi           4                A            Fall/04  

BTMM 991 Independent Study                     Z. Papacharisi           1                A            Spring/05

Pol Sci 429 Race & Class

      B. Ferman

 3
     A
        Fall/06

Indpt Study



     J. Fernback

 4
     A
        Spring/07

BTMM Public Policy Charette
  
      P. Baker

 3
     A
        Summ/07
Institutions

Course



       

Prof.
    Credits
  Grade       Sem/Yr

BTMM 520 Comm Institutions
       

J. Lent
          4

     A            Spring/04

BTMM 841 London Seminar

       
P. Bradley       6

     A            Sum II/04   

MMC 780 Teaching Comm

            J. Ferbnback    3
  
     A
        Fall/06


BTMM 735 Information Society
              
Z. Papacharissi
4
      A
       Spring/07 

Other

Course



       

Prof.
    Credits
  Grade       Sem/Yr
BTMM 945 Future PhD Colloquim          
        N. Morris
        1

     A             Fall/03

BTMM 945 PhD Colloquim         
       
        C. Kitch
        1

     A             Fall/05

MMC 945 PhD Colloquium

        N. Morris 
        1

     A
        Spring/06

(CV on following page)

      

       Jill Q. STUDENT

1234 Average Street

Philadelphia, PA  19146

267.123.4541

jillqstudent@gmail.com

CAREER OBJECTIVE

To teach at the university level and conduct research in the field of mass communication, with a focus on telecommunications policy, digital inclusion and online civic engagement.

EDUCATION

Temple University                                         


Philadelphia, PA

Mass Media & Communication doctoral program; doctoral candidate; degree expected May 2009.

Research focus on telecommunication policy, broadband deployment and online civic engagement.

Temple University





Philadelphia, PA
Master of Arts degree in Broadcasting, Telecommunications & Mass Media, 2005

Coursework emphasizing communication theory.

University of Michigan         

   


Ann Arbor, MI

Bachelor of Arts, 1993.

Coursework emphasizing journalism and environmental policy.

DISSERTATION

Peering into the future: How wireless signal sharing is impacting digital inclusion efforts [working title]. 
Committee members:

Dr. Jan Fernback, associate professor, Temple University (chair)

Dr. Concetta Stewart, dean, School of Communications & Theater, Temple University

Dr. Zizi Papacharissi, head, Department of Communication, University of Illinois—Chicago 
ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS

Student, J. (2007). Frame up: An analysis of arguments for and against municipal wireless initiatives. Public Works Management & Policy, 11(3), 204-216.

Student, J. (forthcoming). The wireless future: How Philadelphia launched a national trend to provide low-cost Internet access. In S. Knowles and R. Dilworth (Eds.), The Future of the Industrial City. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
Student, J. Peering into the future: The potential for peer-to-peer networking to help close the digital divide. International Communication Association, Montreal, QB, May 2008.

Student, J. Code Blue: A proposed code of conduct for bloggers and the quest for a civil society. International Communication Association, Montreal, QB, May 2008.

Fernback, J. and Student, J. Wireless Internet and possibilities for urban redevelopment. Association of Internet Researchers, Vancouver, BC, October 2007.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (cont.)

Student, J. Broadening the debate: An analysis of emerging models for a national broadband network. Association for Education in Journalism & Mass Communication, Washington, DC, August 2007.

Student, J. The future of Wireless Philadelphia and digital inclusion. The Technological Future of the Industrial City: Philadelphia in the 21st Century, Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA, April 2007.

Student, J. Frame up: An analysis of arguments for and against municipal wireless initiatives. Association for Education in Journalism & Mass Communication, San Francisco, CA, August 2006.

Student, J. E-Democracy: How on-line political organizing is evolving differently in the United States and the United Kingdom. Eastern Communication Association, Philadelphia, April 2006.

Student, J. Blogged down: Communication theory literature applied to the blogging phenomenon. Middle Atlantic American Studies Association, Harrisburg, PA, March 2006.
CONFERENCE PANELS

From broadcast to broadband: The challenges of researching and teaching in a changing media environment. Pennsylvania Communication Association, Pennsylvania State University—Lehigh Valley, October 2008.

Community Networks: Grassroots wireless and you. National Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors. Atlanta, GA, September 2008.  

The community as a teaching resource. Community Journalism, Graduate Education, and Civic & Citizen interest groups. Association for Education in Journalism & Mass Communication, Washington, DC, August 2007.

Ferreting out plagiarists and fabricators. Magazine Division. Association for Education in Journalism & Mass Communication, San Francisco, CA, August 2006.

ACADEMIC AWARDS

Temple University Graduate Program Assistantship (teaching and research)
2008 Fall semester

2007-2008 academic year

2006-2007 academic year

2006 Spring semester
National Communication Association Doctoral Honors Seminar

2007 fellow, Boulder, CO 

International Communication Association

2008 travel grant recipient, Annual Conference in Montreal

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Temple University, School of Communications and Theater

Adjunct professor and teaching assistantship positions


Advanced Magazine Article Writing, Spring semester 2008

—Upper-level journalism course focusing on reporting and selling freelance magazine articles.

Writing for the Mass Media, multiple semesters between Spring 2004 and Fall 2007

—News reporting course focusing on interviewing, research and writing skills.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE (cont.) 

Magazine article writing, Spring semester 2006 and Fall 2008

—Upper-level journalism course focusing on reporting and writing feature stories.

Public speaking, Fall and Spring semesters 2006-2007

—Course focusing on critical reasoning, research, organization and presentation. 

Drexel University, Penoni Honors College

Adjunct professor

(co-taught with Drexel faculty members Dr. Scott Knowles and Dr. Richardson Dilworth)

Great Works Symposium: The Next Philadelphia, Summer 2007 and Summer 2008
—Multi-disciplinary symposium exploring policy challenges facing post-industrial cities such as Philadelphia.

Drexel University, Department of Culture & Communication

Adjunct professor

Foundations of Journalism, Jan. 2003-Sept. 2005

—News reporting course focusing on interviewing, research and writing skills.

Principles of Communication, Summer 2003

—Course focusing on creating links between communication theory and real-world applications.
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Graduate assistantship, Fall 2007, Spring 2008 and Fall 2008

Assist Associate Prof. Jan Fernback with research and writing for grant applications, conference presentations and scholarly publications.
Graduate assistantship, Spring 2006

Assisted Associate Prof. Matthew Lombard with collecting scholarly literature for a future library dedicated to telepresence research. 

ACADEMIC ORGANIZATIONS

Association for Education in Journalism & Mass Communication

Graduate Education Interest Group, membership chair, 2006-2008

Communication Technology Division
International Communication Association

Communication and Technology Division

Association of Internet Researchers

Pennsylvania Communication Association

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Philadelphia, PA
Freelance Reporter, Jan. 2002-present

File stories for publications including The New Republic, Columbia Journalism Review, The Nation, Philadelphia Magazine, Philadelphia Business Journal, the New York Post, the Philadelphia Inquirer, Arrive Magazine, Philadelphia Style, and Two.One.Five Magazine.

Philadelphia Weekly






Philadelphia, PA
Staff Writer, June 2003-Sept. 2006
Covered local politics and wrote investigative news stories for alternative weekly newspaper.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE (cont.)
NPR’s Living on Earth






Camden, NJ

Mentor/Producer, Nov. 2002-June 2004

Worked with Camden High School environmental science students to produce radio stories, which were broadcast over local radio stations and featured on Living On Earth’s website.
GreenWorks Media 
                         




Philadelphia, PA

Radio Reporter, Nov. 2001-June 2002
Reported and produced stories on environmental issues for distribution to Pennsylvania public radio stations.

Philadelphia City Paper         





Philadelphia, PA

Senior Writer, Dec. 1997-Nov. 2001
Filed investigative news stories and features for alternative weekly newspaper. Wrote a weekly column on City Council and local politics. Planned future news coverage, edited copy and supervised interns.

National Public Radio          
          

 


Washington, DC

Associate Producer, Sept. 1995-Dec. 1997
Generated and developed story ideas, and conducted research for investigative news pieces. Attended press conferences and interviewed newsmakers for NPR programming, including All Things Considered, Weekend Edition and Talk of the Nation.

WAMU-88.5 FM                 





Washington, DC

Freelance Reporter, Oct. 1996-Dec. 1997    

Filed news and arts features for local public radio station.

Inside EPA                             





Washington, DC

Associate Editor, June 1993-July 1995
Reported on Federal and state environmental policies for bi-weekly newsletter. 
PROFESSIONAL AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS

Society of Professional Journalists, Greater Philadelphia Chapter

First Place—Political Reporting, 2006

Society of Professional Journalists, Pennsylvania Chapter

Second Place—Environmental Reporting, 2006

First Place—Environmental Reporting, 2005

Third Place—Public Service Reporting, 2005
Pennsylvania Newspaper Publishers Association

Second Place—General News Story, 2007

First Place—Ongoing News Coverage, 2002

Second Place—Feature Story, 2000

First Place—Public Service/ Investigative Reporting, 1999

Second Place—News Beat Reporting, 1999
Metcalf Institute for Environmental Journalism

Marine and Environmental Sciences Journalism Fellow, 2003
OTHER ACTIVITIES

Media Mobilizing Project

Co-organized a public forum on Philadelphia’s citywide wireless network, May 18, 2008.

Temple University Graduate Student Association (TUGSA)

Business Manager, 2007-2008

OTHER SKILLS

Software: Blackboard, Adobe InCopy, ProTools, Crawdad, standard MS Office and internet applications.
