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Every society has a wealth of symbols and symbol systems that support cognition and communication, and all children must master a variety of symbolic artifacts to participate fully in their society.  In the process of learning to use various symbolic representations—pictures, models, replica objects, educational materials—infants and young children experience a surprising amount of difficulty.  I'll review research showing that infants and very young children often do not appreciate the distinction between symbols and their referents, behaving toward symbolic artifacts as if they were the objects they stand for.  Somewhat older children can still have difficulty when asked to use concrete objects as supports for reasoning in educational settings.

