Dear Colleagues,
It is with great pleasure that the Program in Neuroscience and the Department of Psychology host a talk by Dr. Ovid J. L. Tzeng  entitled “Visualizing Civilization through Mapping the Educated Eyes to the Educated Brain” on June 6th from12:00-1:30 PM in the Hamilton Library of the Department of Psychology, 6th Floor Weiss Hall.  Dr. Tzeng has held numerous prestigious positions that include President of National Yang-Ming University, Chancellor, University System of Taiwan, and Taiwan Minister of Education.  Dr. Tzeng is currently a Minister in the highest administrative branch of the Taiwanese government.

Dr. Tzeng received his doctorate in educational psychology from Penn State's College of Education in 1973 and will be returning to Penn State this June to receive the Distinguished Alumni Award, Penn State’s highest award for an individual.  His research focuses on cognitive neuroscientific studies of the Chinese language, using language to understand the mind-brain relationship.

We hope you will be able to join us.  If you plan on attending, please RSVP to Jennifer Ravelli, the Neuroscience Administrator, at tud06994@temple.edu as we will need to track attendance to determine if we will need a larger venue.  Also, if you would like to meet with Dr. Tzeng, please contact Jennifer Ravelli to arrange a time.
Sincerely,
Tom Gould and Marsha Weinraub 

The following is the abstract for his talk and more biographical information:

Visualizing Civilization through Mapping the Educated Eyes to the Educated Brain
Dr. Ovid J. L. Tzeng 
Brain and Language Laboratory, Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica and
Laboratories for Cognitive Neuroscience, National Yang-Ming Medical University, Taiwan 
The invention of writing systems is undoubtedly one of the most important achievements of humankind. The evolution of writing systems and its impact on our brain organization are two forces underlying the progress of human civilization. Therefore, the analysis of the acts of writing and reading across languages is at the center of brain/mind research. 
One important aspect of learning to read a printed text, in which a series of graphic symbols are arranged to represent the key features of the corresponding spoken language, is learning to move the eyes to search for relevant information from the text. The question is what information is available in the prints that would help the readers to accomplish the act of successful reading. Physically, there is the graphic information and its spatial layout. Linguistically, there is phonetic information embedded in the script/speech mapping relationship and morphological information which characterizes the meaning components in the prints. More importantly, there is orthographic information which prescribes the transitional probability from graphic component to the next within a character (letter) and/or transitional probability from one character (letter) to the next within a word. Results in our laboratories clearly demonstrate that an educated reader picks up graphic, phonological, morphological, and semantic information, supported by a language-based short-term memory, in early processing. Since no word boundary is provided in a Chinese text, because all printed characters are spaced equally, examining how to gather “word”-related information parafoveally during eye-fixation in order to facilitate subsequent reading in a Chinese text would shed light for how the reading circuit is organized within the brain. Important progress has been made over the past three decades. Three sets of experimental data related to the neurophysiological processes have been generated under different kinds of experimental paradigms and with different types of brain imaging techniques. Are they consistent, compatible, confirmatory, complimentary, or in conflict among one another, with respect to their implied underlying cognitive neuropsychological processes? A conspiracy theory of reading, based upon both the affordance theory and the orthographic equilibrium hypothesis, is proposed to map the cerebral-reading circuit based upon data generated from the educated eyes to the educated brain. 

Ovid Tzeng is Minister without portfolio for the Government of Taiwain, and former Minister of Education and former Vice President of Academia Sinica, the national research academy of Taiwan. He was Professor of Psychology, University of California, Riverside before returning to Taiwan to assume the presidency of the National Yangming Medical University. Tzeng received his PhD from Penn State and is honored with a distinguished alum award this June.
He is a respected scientist recognized for his work in memory, psycholinguistics, and cognitive neuroscience. He has gained particular recognition for his extensive analysis of reading behaviours across different writing systems, and he is a leading pioneer in the field of cognitive neuroscientific studies of Chinese language. In 1994, he was elected as a fellow academician of Academia Sinica. In 2004 he was elected as a Fellow of the Association for Psychological Science and in 2006 he was elected to the Committee of Freedom and Responsibility in the Conduct of Science (CFRS). 

