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                                    Syllabus- Course Readings – Revised Oct 4
Psychology 8012 

                           Fall 2008
History & Systems  of Psychology               Weiss Hall 704

                                                                         Thursday 10:30-1:30





 Dr. Willis Overton

 Weiss Hall 824

 Tele:  215-204-1552

  e-mail:  Overton@temple.edu
Office Hours:                                                                  
Thurs: 10-10:30, 2-3;Tu 10:30-12:30 
 (Other times by appt)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                                            

Readings
september 11 – Readings I (1-2)

I. Historical Perspectives and Epistemological Issues

1.
 Overton, W.F. (1991). Historical and contemporary perspectives on developmental theory and research strategies.  In R. Downs, L. Liben and D. Palermo (Eds.).  Visions of aesthetics, the environment, and development:  The legacy of Joachim Wohlwill.  Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum, pp. 263-311. 

Overview of main themes of the course.  Being and Becoming, Uniformity and Organization, Fixity and Change.   Metaphor, Models, and their role in the creation of the mechanistic and organismic worldviews.

2.  Heidbreder, E. (1933).  Seven Psychologies. New York Appleton-Century-Crofts.  (Ch 2.   pp 18-70] Prescientific Psychology). 

Greek thought and issues that arise later. Rationalism, Empiricism, & Associationism.

September 18:  Readings (3-5) 
3.   Allport, G. Becoming (1955).  New Haven:  Yale University Press,,  pp. 2-19.

The Leibnizian-Kantian-Hegelian (Becoming - Necessary Organization) rationalist model vs. the Lockean-Humean (Being - Accidental Organization) realist model.
4.  Brennan, James F. (1998). History and systems of psychology.  Prentice hall: Upper saddle river, NJ (5th ed.)  chs. 7 & 8

Ch. 7: Mental Passivity:  The British Tradition (Locke, Berkeley, Hume, Split)

Ch. 8: Mental Activity: The German Tradtion (Leibniz, Kant, Relational)

5..   Matson, F. (1964).  The broken image.  New York: George Braziller, Chs. 1-2.
Overview of the Lockean-Humean realist mechanical model as it developed from Newton to modern psychology.

September  25: READINGS (6,,7) 
6.  Brennan, James F. (1998).   History and systems of psychology.  Prentice hall: upper saddle river, NJ (5th ed.)  Ch 11 (164-180) & ch 12 (185-204)  (available on blackboard)
Psychology as a natural science – structuralism (Locke-Hume)

Psychology as a social science --act  psychology (Leibniz-Kant-Hegel)

American functionalism  (From Leibniz-Kant-Hegel to Locke-Hume)

6A.  Overton – A short statement on the distinction betw Structuralism and Functionalism (on Blackboard)
7.  Brennan, James F. (1998).   History and systems of psychology.  Prentice hall: upper saddle river, NJ (5th ed.)  Ch 13 (212-223), ch 15 (247-260), ch 16 (264-276)  (available on blackboard)
Gestalt – A Leibniz-Kant but not Hegelian example.

Behaviorism -- A The Lockean-Humean example.

Note several forms of learning theory.  Two prominent forms “classical conditioning (Pavlov, Clark Hull et. al.) and “operant  or instrumental conditioning,” (Watson, Skinner) along with “Social Learning Theory (Dollard and Miller, Bandura)  become the primary models for the therapy known as “behavior modification.” or “behavior therapy.” 

OCTOBER 2:  READINGS (8-11)

8.     Overton, W. F.  the dialectic (on blackboard)

9.  Beiser, Frederick C. (2006).  Introduction:  Hegel and the problem of metaphysics.  In Cambridge Companions Online.  Cambridge University Press.  (pp. 1-24)  (available on blackboard)

10.    Burbidge, John W. , (2006). Hegel’s conception of logic.  In Cambridge Companions Online.  Cambridge University Press.  (pp. 86-101).  (available on blackboard)
11.  Overton’s notes on readings 9 and 10
OCTOBER 9:  READINGS (11-13)

11.  Matson, F. (1964).  The broken image.  Ch 6

a  20th century Kantian-Hegelian humanistic movement.  From Gestalt to Freud to Sullivan to  Existentionalism.

12. Bruner, J. (1990).  Acts of meaning.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. Chapter 1.

The Cognitive Revolution originated as a reaction against split behaviorism, but was soon taken over by another mechanical metaphor -- the computer -- as its model.  This led to another split approach.  See its implications and what Bruner is suggesting as a change to get back on track.  Note the notion of man constructing meaning, is a person-centered position.
13.. Skinner, B. F. (1971).  Beyond freedom and dignity.  New York: Bantam, Chapter 9.

Note the shift of "the determination of behavior from autonomous man to the environment" and the abolishment of "inner man" is a movement away from necessary organization (Leibnizian-Kantian-Hegelian position) to uniformity (Lockean-Humean).  Note how many of the things Skinner says sound exactly like what David Hume said.  Note the way all higher levels activity (cognition, thinking, attention) are reduced to lower levels.  Note how this is a split position.  To read a contemporary position on Behavior Analysis read the Overton and Ennis article (20)

OCTOBER 16:  READINGS (14-15)
14.  Overton, W. F. (2006). Developmental psychology:  Philosophy, concepts, methodology.  In R. M. Lerner (Ed.) Theoretical models of human development.  Volume 1 of the Handbook of child psychology (pp. 18-88). (6th ed.), Editor-in-Chief: William Damon; Richard M. Lerner.  New York: Wiley.

Read pp. 30-53.  Metatheories, split and relational.  Embodiment.

15.   Edelman, G. M. (1992).  Bright air, brilliant fire:  On the matter of the mind.  New York: Basic Books.  Final chapter titled:  “Mind without biology: a critical postscript.” (pp 211-241)

Comparison of Mind as a computer and mind as embodiment .
OCTOBER 23:  READINGS (16-17)

16.  Overton, W. F. (2006). Developmental psychology:  Philosophy, concepts, methodology.  In R. M. Lerner (Ed.) Theoretical models of human development.  Volume 1 of the Handbook of child psychology (pp. 18-88). (6th ed.), Editor-in-Chief: William Damon; Richard M. Lerner.  New York: Wiley.  (On Blackboard)

Read pp. 54-72.  Epistemological-Ontological Issues and relational model.
17.  Ingold, T. (2000).  Evolving skills.  In H. Rose, and S. Rose, (Eds.).  Alas, poor Darwin:  Arguments against evolutionary psychology. (pp. 273-297)  New York: Random House, Inc.

A comparison of an atomistic – called here “the complementarity thesis” perspective and a relational perspective on evolutionary psychology, cognitive science, and culture theory.

OCTOBER 30: MIDTERM EXAM

II.  Historical Changes in Accounts of the Nature of Science, and Scientific Methodology
NOVEMBER 6:  READINGS (18-21)

18.  Overton, W. F. (2006). Developmental psychology:  Philosophy, concepts, methodology.  In R. M. Lerner (Ed.) Theoretical models of human development.  Volume 1 of the Handbook of child psychology (pp. 18-88). (6th ed.), Editor-in-Chief: William Damon; Richard M. Lerner.  New York: Wiley.  (On Blackboard)
Read pp. 72-end.  Methodology.
19.  Overton, W. F. (2002).  Understanding, explanation, and reductionism: Finding a cure for Cartesian Anxiety. In L. Smith and T. brown (Eds.) Reductionism, (pp 29-51). Manwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Two routes from common sense observations (folk psychology) to critical reflection (the science of psychology).  The route of reductionism and foundationalism (split methodology) and the relational interpretative-observational route.  The nature of scientific explanation: material explanation & pattern explanation.

20,  Sonuga_Barke, E. J. S. (1998).  Categorical models of childhood disorder: A conceptual and empirical analysis.  Journal Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 39, 115-133

=21,.  Gilbert, S. F. & Sarkar S.  (2000). Embracing complexity: Organicism   for the 21st century. Developmental Dynamics, 219, Issue 1 (p 1-9).  Gilbert is very highly respected developmental biologist.  This article describes contemporary developmental biology, especially embryology, and the issue of reductionism – holism there.
NOVEMBER 13: READINGS (22-23)

22.  Glannon, W. (2002). Depression as a Mind-Body Problem. Philosophy, Psychology & Psychiatry. 9, 243-254.
23 .  Pepper, S.  World hypotheses.  Chs. 5, 9-11.  
On the origin of world hypotheses, i.e., metaphor.  On the world hypotheses that currently influence psychology, i.e., Mechanism- -the machine model--the Lockean model; Contextualism -- the model of dialectical materialism; Organicism -- the organismic model -- the Leibnizian-Kantian-Hegelian-Gadamer model.  Organismic-Contextualism = the relational position – see Overton and Ennis (24).

NOVEMBER 20: READINGS (24-25)
24.  Overton, W. F. & Ennis, M. (2006).  Cognitive-developmental and Behavior-analytic Theories: Evolving into Complementarity.  Human development. 43, 143-172.

Example of how relational metatheory can integrate organicism and contextualism and integrate theories built on these world views.
25 Smith, P. G. (2003).  Theory and  reality: an introduction to the philosophy of science.  The University of Chicago Press: Chicago & London.  
Chapter 4:  Popper: Conjecture and refutation.

NOVEMBER 27 – Class Held on Tuesday 20th because of Thanksgiving: readings (25)

26.      Smith, P. G. (2003).  Theory and  reality: an introduction to the philosophy of science.  The University of Chicago Press: Chicago & London.  
Chapter 5  Kuhn and Normal Science.  
Chapter 6: Kuhn and Revolutions.  
Chapter 7: Lakatos, Laudan, Feyerabend, and Frameworks.
DECEMBER 4

:

26,   Smith, P. G. (2003).  Theory and  reality: an introduction to the philosophy of science.  The University of Chicago Press: Chicago & London
Chapter 8:  The Challenge from Sociology of Science
Students Report on researched book or Article 

december 11:

Students Report on researched book or article 

december 18: FINAL EXAM

III. Presuppositions, Models, and Metaphors in Psychological Issues.

OPTIONAL READINGS

Bernstein, R. J. (1983).  Beyond objectivism and relativism: Science, hermeneutics, and praxis. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.

Bowers, K.S.  (1973).  Situationism in psychology:  An analysis and a critique.  Psychological      Review, 1973, 80, 307-336.

Eldredge, N. (1995).  Reinventing Darwin: The great debate at the high table of evolutionary theory.  New York: John Wiley

Greenberg, J.R. & Mitchell, S.A. (1983). Object Relations in Psychoanalytic Theory.  Cambridge:  Harvard University Press, pp. 1-78.

Gilbert, S. F. & Sarkar S.  (2000). Embracing complexity: Organicism   for the 21st century. Developmental Dynamics, 219, Issue 1 (p 1-9).  Gilbert is very highly respected developmental biologist.  This article describes contemporary developmental biology, especially embryology, and the issue of reductionism – holism there.
Howard, G. S. (1991).  Cultural tales:  A narrative approach to thinking, cross-cultural psychology, and psychotherapy.  American Psychologist, 46, 187-197.

Hundert, E. M. (1989). Philosophy, psychiatry and neuroscience:  Three approaches to the mind.  New York: Oxford University Press.  Chs 1 & 2 (pp. 13-58).

Hunderth, E. M. (1995).  Lessons from an optical illusion: On nature and nurture, knowledge and values.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.  Pp 1-72.

Krasner, L. (1990). History of behavior modification. In A. S. Bellack, M. Hersen and A. E. Kazdin (Eds.), International handbook of behavor modification and therapy (pp. 3-26). New York, Plenum Press.

Lakatos, I.  & Musgrave, A  (eds.) (1970).  Criticism and the growth of knowledge.  cambridge university press: New York
 Latour, B. (1993).  We have never been modern.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
        An analysis of the nature and history of ontological splitting.  How to move from an  Absolute foundationalism (modernity); not to an Absolute relativism (postmodernity); but rather to a Relative relativism (amodernity, i.e., a relational metatheory or “relationism”)

Lakoff, G.  (1987).  Women, fire, and dangerous things: What categories reveal about the mind. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, Chapters 1,2, 11, 16.

Lewontin, R. (1991).  Biology as ideology: The doctrine of DNA.  New York: HarperPerennial.

Mitchell, S. A. (1988).  Relational concepts in psychoanalysis: An integration.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,  Chapters 1-2.

Levins, R. & Lewontin, R. (1985).  The dialectical biologist.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

Luhmann, N. (1995).  Social systems.  Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press

Mahoney, M.J. (1989). Scientific psychology and radical behaviorism: Important distinctions based in scientism and objectivism. American Psychologist, 44, 1372-1377.

Modell, A. H. (1993).  The private self.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press (esp Chapter 4:  The dialectic of the self and other).
O'Donohue, W., Henderson, D., Hayes, S., Fisher, J., & Hayes, L. (2001). A history of the behavioral therapies: Founders' personal histories. Reno, NV: Context Press.

Overton, W. F. & Horowitz, H. A. (1991). Developmental psychopathology: differentiations and integrations.  In D. Cicchetti and S. Toth (Eds.), Rochester symposium on developmental psychopathology, Volume 3.  Rochester, NY: The University of Rochester Press. pp. 1-42.
Pribram, K. H.  (1986).  The cognitive revolution and the Mind/Brain Issues.  American Psychologist, 41, 507-520

Prigogine, I. & Stengers, I.  (1984).  Order out of chaos: Man’s new dialogue with nature.  Toronto: Bantam Books.  Preface, Introduction, & Chapter 1

Rachman, S. (1997). The evolution of cognitive behaviour therapy.  In D.M. Clark and C.G. Fairburn (Eds.), Science and practice of cognitive behaviour therapy (1-26).  New York: Oxford University Press..

Santostefano, S. (1998).  A handbook of integrative psychotherapies for children and adolescents:  North Vale, NJ: Jason Aronson, Inc.

Strenger, C (1989).  The classic and the romantic visions in psychoanalysis.  International Journal of Psychoanalysis, 70, 593-610.

Taylor, C.  (1992).  The ethics of authenticity.  Cambridge, MA: Havard University Press.

von Wright, G. H. (1971).  Explanation and Understanding. Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press.

Wartofsky, M.  Conceptual foundations of scientific thought. Toronto, Ontario:  The Macmillan Co., 1968, Ch. 4.  Origins of knowing. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

To access online articles:  Go to TU Portal.  From there go to ‘Libraries’ and from quick list select ‘Diamond Collection.’  Then select “Reserve/e reserve.”  Type in ‘Overton’ for instructor.  You will then find a list of most of the readings which you can view as a Pdf file or download.  Must have Adobe installed on your computer to view. 
At this point, however, most readings are on, or will be placed on, Blackboard.
The text books   (Please don’t buy these until we have a chance to their use in class)
a.)  Pepper, S.  (1961).  World hypotheses.  Los Angeles:  University of California Press, and 

b.)  Smith, P. G. (2003).  Theory and  reality: an introduction to the philosophy of science.  The University of Chicago Press: Chicago & London.  
This course is designed as a Ph.D level overview of the historical antecedents and metatheoretical bases of contemporary psychological theory and research.  The guiding theme of the course is the proposition that all theory and methods that frame scientific observations have been constructed upon a ground of metatheoretical assumptions.  The objective of the course is to examine and evaluate these assumptions and their historical origins as the assumptions  impact on contemporary psychological thought and research.  The overarching goal of the course is conceptual clarification.

The requirements for this course includes one or more in class exam and exams will account for approximately 70% of the grade and class participation – including a report on a book of your choice that illustrates important concepts developed in the course -- will account for 30%.  

Participants are expected to read and be able to discuss each week's reading prior to the class meeting. 

 By no later than each Tuesday at 5:00PM each class member will also be expected to e-mail me a short summary review of the major points of the week's readings.  The object is to demonstrate that you have engaged the material and recognize the broad themes being developed.  Attendance is expected as all classes and active participation is required.

The assignment for Dec 4 and Dec 11 will involve you selecting and reporting on (Powerpoint)  a book, chapter, or article that clearly illustrates how metatheoretical assumptions discussed in the course impact on some domain of Psychology.   Readings 12-15, 17, as well as the optional readings constitute past examples.

Dates, Readings, Exams are subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.

Disability statement: Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss the specific situation as soon  as possible.  (Please contact Disability Resources and Services at 215-204-1280 in 100 Ritter Annex to coordinate reasonable accommodations for student with documented disabilities.)

Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets  of academic freedom. The University has adopted a policy on  Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities  (Policy # 03.70.02) which can be accessed through the following link: 

http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02.  

