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PSY 8512: Developmental Core Course
Fall 2011
Dr. Nora Newcombe






Tuesday 2-4:30

318 Weiss Hall






642 Weiss Hall

1-6944 (voice)







Office Hours: Tuesday

1-8100 (fax)







11-2
newcombe@temple.edu





or email at any time

The aim of this course is to provide a graduate level overview of the field of developmental psychology.  In accord with departmental expectations for core courses, this class will be conducted as a lecture class for the first hour or so.  However, I hope to be interrupted fairly frequently for discussion and questions.  The second part of each class (after a break) will consist in discussion of an issue in developmental theory or application, based on an assigned reading.

Also in accord with departmental policy, the primary method of evaluation will be a written final exam, conducted during the exam period. We will make this up together as a group during the last class period on December 6, 2011 (although I will need to skype in as I will be in DC, but luckily 642 is a VERY smart classroom).  Each student should bring some proposed questions to this session. In this way, you will have a range of questions in advance. From these, you will select a designated number to prepare to write on for the final exam.

There will be two other means of evaluation, besides the final exam. First, you should prepare a short paper (6 to 10 pages) analyzing and commenting on a significant book or paper in developmental psychology.  Please have a topic approved by me by November 1, 2011 and submit the paper by December 8, 2011 (in physical form, left in my mailbox on the 6th floor of Weiss).  I will comment on rough drafts if I receive them by November 22, 2011. Second, each week certain students will prepare a list of questions for class discussion. The roster for assigning students to weeks will be decided at the first class. Questions should be circulated in advance of class in order to facilitate discussion. Please send them around (using Blackboard) by Sunday night. 

Weighting: Exam 45%; Paper 45%; Questions 10%

Disability Statement:  This course is open to all students who met the academic requirements for participation.  Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the instructor privately to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible.  Contact Disability Resources and Services at 215-204-1280 to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.  
Statement on Academic Freedom:  Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic freedom.  The University has adopted a policy on Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities (Policy # 03.70.02) which can be accessed through the following link:  http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02 .  
Books to Purchase:

Craig, W. (Ed.) (2000). Childhood social development: The essential readings. Blackwell.

Goswami, U. (2008). Cognitive development: The learning brain. Psychology Press.

Schedule of Classes 
August 30



Lecture: 
Setting the stage

September 6



Lecture: 
Biological underpinnings of development

Greenough, W.T., Black, J.E., & Wallace, C.S. (1988). Experience and brain development. Child Development, 58, 539-559.

Champagne, F.A. & Mashoodh, R. (2009). Genes in context: Gene-environment interplay and the origins of individual differences in behavior.  Current Directions in Psychological Science, 18, 127-131.
Marshall, P.J. & Kenney, J.W. (2009). Biological perspectives on the effects of early psychosocial experience. Developmental Review, 29, 96-119.

Miller, G. (2010, July 2). The seductive allure of behavioral epigenetics. Science, 329, 24-27. 
Discussion:
Plasticity and interactionism 
Diamond, A. (2009). The interplay of biology and the environment broadly defined.  Developmental Psychology, 45, 1-8. Please also read one of the articles in the special section to which this article is an introduction. 

September 13
No class—instructor at conference in Maine

September 20



Lecture: 
Theories of cognitive development





Goswami, Chapter 11



Discussion:
Nature and nurture

Scarr, S., & McCartney, K. (1983). How people make their own environments: A theory of genotype-environment effects. Child Development, 54, 424-435.

Collins, W. A., Maccoby, E. E., Steinberg, L., Hetherington, E. M., & Bornstein, M. H. (2000).  Contemporary research on parenting: The case for nature and nurture.  American Psychologist, 55, 218-232.

Newcombe, N.S. (2002). The nativist-empiricist controversy in the context of recent research on spatial and quantitative development. Psychological Science, 13, 395-401.

September 27



Lecture: 
Infant cognition




Goswami, Chapters 1-3


Discussion of applied issues:
Media coverage

Thompson, R. A., & Nelson, C. A. (2001). Developmental science and the media: Early brain development. American Psychologist, 56, 5-15.


Weil, E. (2007, June 3). When should a kid start kindergarten? New York Times 


Magazine, available on-line. 
October 4



Lecture:
Conceptual and language development




Goswami, Chapters 4-5


Discussion:
Nativism

Tomasello, M. (1995). Language is not an instinct. Cognitive Development, 10, 131-156.

Huttenlocher, J., Vasilyeva, M., Vevea, J., Waterfall, H. R., & Hedges, L. V. (2007). Varieties of speech in young children. Developmental Psychology, 43, 1062-1083.

Baillargeon, R. (2008). Innate ideas revisited: For a principle of persistence in infants' 
physical reasoning. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 3, 2-13.
Special section of Child Development Perspectives-- Is it time to look beyond the nativist-empiricist debate? August 2009, 79-105. 

October 11



Lecture:
Causality, social cognition and memory




Goswami, Chapters 6-8


Discussion of applied issues: Children and the law

Steinberg, L. & Scott, E.S. (2003). Less guilty by reason of adolescence: Developmental immaturity, diminished responsibility, and the juvenile death penalty. American Psychologist, 58, 1009-1018.

Steinberg, L., Cauffman, E., Woolard, J., Graham, S., & Banich, M.  (2009). Are adolescents less mature than adults? Minors’ access to abortion, the juvenile death penalty, and the alleged APA “flip-flop”.  American Psychologist, 64, 583-594.

Bruck, M. & Ceci, S. J. (2004). Forensic developmental psychology: Unveiling four common misconceptions.  Current Directions in Psychological Science, 13, 229-232.

October 18



Lecture:
Reasoning and schooling




Goswami, Chapters 9-10


Discussion of applied issues:
Intelligence and learning

Neisser et al. (1996). Intelligence: Knowns and unknowns. American Psychologist, 51, 77-101.

Kanaya, T., Scullin, M. & Ceci, S. J. (2003). The Flynn effect and U.S. policies. The impact of rising IQ scores on American society via mental retardation diagnoses. American Psychologist, 58, 778-790.

October 25



Lecture:
Emotions, temperament, attachment and parenting




Craig, Readings 1 and 2


Discussion:
Social policy, individual discussions and infant daycare

NICHD Early Childhood Research Network (2006). Child-care effect sizes for the NICHD study of early child care and youth development. American Psychologist, 61, 99-116. 

Newcombe, N.S. (2007). Developmental psychology meets the Mommy Wars. (Essay review of NICHD Early Child Care Research Network, Child care and child development: Results from the NICHD study of early child care and youth development). Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, 28, 553-555.

November 1



Lecture:
Peers




Craig, Readings 3-7


Discussion of applied issues: Politics and science of diagnosis and treatment



Zito, J.M. et. al. (2000). Trends in prescribing of psychotropic medications to 


preschoolers. Journal of the American Medical Association, 283, 1025-1030.

Coyle, J.T. (2000). Psychotropic drug use in very young children. Journal of the American Medical Association, 283.

Harris, G. & Carey, B. (June 8, 2008). Researchers fail to reveal full drug pay. New York Times. See http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/08/us/08conflict.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 

November 8

Lecture:
Gender




Craig, Readings 8-10
Ceci, S. J., Williams, W.M., & Barnett, S.M. (2009). Women’s underrepresentation in science:  Sociocultural and biological considerations.  Psychological Bulletin, 135, 218-261.

Discussion:
Adaptation and evolution

Belsky, J., Steinberg, L., & Draper, P. (1991). Childhood experience, interpersonal development, and reproductive strategy: An evolutionary theory of socialization. Child Development, 62, 647-670.

Newcombe, N.S. (2010). On tending to our scientific knitting: Thinking about gender in the context of evolution. In J. Chrisler & D. McCreary (Eds.), Handbook of gender research in psychology. Springer.

November 15

Lecture:
Aggression




Craig, Readings 11-13

Discussion of applied issues:
Media coverage (again)
Bushman, B. J., & Anderson, C. A. (2001). Media violence and the American public: Scientific facts versus media misinformation. American Psychologist, 56, 477-489.
Tough, P. (2009, September 25). Can the right kinds of play teach self-control? New York Times Magazine, available on-line. 
November 22
NO CLASS—CALENDAR ADJUSTMENT DAY

November 29

Lecture: 
Adolescence

Steinberg, L. (2005). Cognitive and affective development in adolescence. Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 9, 69-74.

Steinberg, L. (2007). Risk-taking in adolescence: New perspectives from brain and behavioral science. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 16, 55-59.


Discussion of applied issues: Politics and science of drug education


Lynam, D.R. et al. (1999). Project DARE: No effects at 10-year follow-up. Journal of 
Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 67, 590-593.

Birkeland, S., Murphy-Graham, E., & Weiss, C. (2005). Good reasons for ignoring good evaluation: The case of the drug abuse resistance education (D.A.R.E.) program. Evaluation and Program Planning, 28, 247-256.

December 6

Prepare exam


Evaluate course
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