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Psychology Capstone


W372: PSYCHOLOGY CAPSTONE (4 CREDITS) 

COMING FULL CIRCLE:
TAKING PSYCHOLOGY INTO THE WORLD
Tuesday and Thursday 2:40-4:30

208 Ambler Learning Center
Dr. Nora S. Newcombe

newcombe@temple.edu
Office Hours: 2-2:40 on T and Th or other times by email appointment

Teaching Assistant:

Alison Clabaugh
clabaugh@temple.edu
Office Hours: 4:30-5:30 on T and Th or other times by email appointment

Prerequisite: This course is designed for senior psychology majors. If you are not a senior psychology major, please talk to me about taking the class.

Books to Purchase: 

Gleitman, H., Fridlund, A.J. & Reisberg, D. (2004). Psychology, 6th edition. New York: W.W. Norton & Co. 

Sternberg, R.J. (Ed.) (2006), Career paths in psychology: Where your degree can take you, 2nd edition. Washington, DC: APA Books.

Other Reading:

There is other reading, mostly available on-line as indicated below. One source used a lot is assorted essays by Malcolm Gladwell for the New Yorker, available on-line at http://www.gladwell.com/archive.html
Course Description and Goals: Once upon a time, you all took Introductory Psychology. Subsequently, you built on this foundation in increasingly specialized courses. The primary aim of this capstone course is 
· to allow you to reflect on what you have learned in previous psychology courses 
· to see how the various specialties inter-relate with each other and with the world

· to see how you can use psychology in your life and career

· to polish your writing and presentation skills in preparation for the world after graduation 
We will be reading the premier “high-level” introductory book to help us in this review, as well as articles in the “high-level” popular press. 
Course Requirements: A total of 100 points will be available. 
· Written work (35 points). You are expected to research and organize information in written form on a topic of your choosing—not necessarily a traditional research paper. You can also write in a journalistic style, or do a book review or Op-Ed piece. Length should be appropriate for the format you choose. A first draft (due April 5) will be worth 15 points and a final draft (due April 26) should be revised based on feedback and is worth an additional 20 points. 
· Oral work (35 points). You will participate in two of our 12 debates, the first worth 15 points and the second worth 20 points. 
· Class participation (30 points). Class attendance is required and will be worth 10 points, with an extra 20 points available for oral participation in discussion and questions and/or interaction with the instructor during office hours or via email.

· There will be no tests or final exam.
Format and Style of Papers:  All papers must be typed, using a standard type style in 12-pt font, and double-spaced with one-inch margins. 

Policy on Plagiarism and Cheating. Papers must be submitted electronically so that they can be checked easily for plagiarism. Any instance of inappropriate use of other people’s writing will result in a grade of F for the assignment.

Disability: Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible. Contact Disability resources and Services (215-204-1280, 100 Ritter Annex) to inquire about reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.

Statement on Academic Freedom: Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic freedom. The University has adopted a policy on Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities (Policy # 03.70.02) which can be accessed through the following link: http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02. 
University Withdrawal and Drop Policy: The last day to drop this course is Monday, January 29. The last day to withdraw is Monday, March 26.
Course Schedule and Readings
Tuesday, Jan. 16
Getting to know each other
· Course overview

· Introductions

Thursday, Jan. 18
Planning the semester ( select debate topics



Discuss GFR Chapter 1 ( come prepared to talk about ethics

There will be a pattern for all subsequent weeks, designed to accommodate four goals: reflection on what you learned as a psychology major, discussion of popular press and media views of psychology (what they are for better or worse), debates on hot topics, and career possibilities and paths. 
In the first hour of the Tuesday class, we will discuss the relevant GFR chapters, listed below for each week, which you should have read with an eye to being able to discuss

· What you know now that you did not know a few years ago

· What you are still confused about

· What you wish someone knew but believe we are still ignorant about

· What we can do with what we know now.

In the second hour of the Tuesday class, we will view a movie or discuss popular press articles and books. I have listed some articles but would like you to suggest others as you come across them.
In the first hour of the Thursday class, we will hold debates (for which everyone should do background reading with debaters reading more extensively). 
In the second hour of the Thursday class, we will either discuss sections of the Sternberg book or hear outside speakers talking about their careers in psychology.

Tuesday, Jan. 23 
Reflection: GFR, Part 1: Action
Popular media: 
· Jerome Groopman’s New Yorker article, The Reeve Effect, http://sci.rutgers.edu/spinewire/forum/showthread.php?t=18404
· Malcolm Gladwell’s Trouble with Fries 
Thursday, Jan 25
Debate: Do men and women have different brains? 

Background reading: Mark Liberman’s blog starting with http://itre.cis.upenn.edu/~myl/languagelog/archives/003586.html
Listen to Science Friday Dec. 2005 show http://www.sciencefriday.com/pages/2005/Dec/hour1_120205.html



Careers: Sternberg, Ch. 1-5
Tuesday, Jan. 30
Reflection: GFR, Ch. 5 & 6, Sensory Processes and Perception

Popular media: We will view At First Sight, or else read Oliver Sacks, The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat (available used for about $11; read at least one tale).
Thursday, Feb. 1
Debate: Should courts accept psychological research on 

eyewitness testimony?

Background: S.K. Erickson, Expert testimony on memory: valid or not? Monitor on Psychology, January 2007, p. 32. (Copy to be distributed.)

Careers: Sternberg, Ch. 6-8
Tuesday, Feb. 6
Reflection: GFR, Ch. 7, Memory
Popular media: We will view either Memento or Eternal Sunshine 

of the Spotless Mind. (Note possible essay topic—movies 

about memory loss.)

Thursday, Feb. 8
Debate: Can memories be repressed and return?



Background reading: Bruce Grierson’s A Bad Trip Down 

Memory Lane from the New York Times Magazine 

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?sec=health&res=9A00EED61F3CF934A15754C0A9659C8B63



Careers: Q&A with Dr. Stephen Wilcox, Design Science

Tuesday, Feb. 13
Reflection: GFR, Ch.8, Thought and Knowledge



Popular media: Gladwell’s Blink (book—not an on-line article)
*Thursday, Feb. 15
Debate: Is there such a thing as subliminal persuasion?

Background reading: Greenwald, A. G., Spangenberg, E. R., 

Pratkanis, A. R., & Eskenazi, J. (1991). Double-blind tests of subliminal self-help audiotapes. Psychological Science, 2, 119-122. PDF available at http://faculty.washington.edu/agg/bytopic.htm#
Careers: Sternberg, Ch. 9-10
Tuesday, Feb. 20
Reflection: GFR, Ch. 9, Language
Popular media: We will view either Secret of the Wild Child (PBS 

documentary) or The Wild Child (1970 Truffaut film)

Thursday, Feb. 22
Debate: Does language influence (or determine) thought?
More readings (by far!) than you want are at http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/Brain-and-Cognitive-Sciences/9-402Language-and-ThoughtFall2002/CourseHome/index.htm



Careers: Q&A with Carolyn Doubman, Episcopal Academy
Tuesday, Feb. 27
Reflection: GFR, Ch. 10, Cognition and Social Behavior
Popular media: Test your implicit attitudes at https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/
Read all about it at http://www.hno.harvard.edu/gazette/daily/0306/16-prejudice.html
Thursday, March 1
Debate: The importance of early experience—Myth or reality?



Listen to Babies and their Brains from Radio Times—access at 
http://www.whyy.org/cgi-bin/newwebRTsearcher.cgi (use Hirsh-
Pasek as a search term)
Careers: Sternberg, Ch. 11-12
SPRING BREAK

Tuesday, March 13
Reflection: GFR, Ch. 11, Biology, emotion and social behavior
Popular media: Gladwell’s Naked Face and New Boy Network
Thursday, March 15
Debate: Is David Buss right about human mating?
Read an interview with David Buss at http://www.mensnewsdaily.com/archive/c-e/chapin/2004/chapin02064.htm



Careers: Q&A with Dr. Eric Satlow, Benchmark School
Tuesday, March 20
Reflection: GFR, Ch. 12, Physical and cognitive development
Popular media: Margaret Talbot, The Baby Lab, New Yorker, http://www.newamerica.net/publications/articles/2006/the_baby_lab 
Gladwell’s Baby Steps
Thursday, March 22
NO CLASS—inauguration of President Ann Weaver hart
Tuesday, March 27
Reflection: GFR, Ch. 13, Social development
Popular media: Gladwell’s Do Parents Matter?
*Thursday, March 29
Debate: Is daycare bad for children?

Background: listen to Radio Times show of 1/5/01 at http://www.whyy.org/cgi-bin/newwebRTsearcher.cgi
(use Weinraub as a search term)




Careers: Sternberg, Ch. 13-16
Tuesday, April 3
Reflection: GFR, Ch. 14, Intelligence: Its Nature and Measurement
Popular media: Gladwell’s Talent Myth and Examined Life
Thursday, April 5
Debates: Should we abolish the SAT?




Background: Nicholas Lemann, The Big Test: The Secret History 

of the American Meritocracy (used paperback should be obtainable for $5-10)
Careers: Sternberg, Ch. 17-19



First draft of papers due.

Tuesday, April 10
Reflection: GFR, Ch. 15, Personality
Popular media: Gladwell’s Personality Plus and we will listen to 

Radio Times’ interview with Dr. Richard Heimberg at http://www.whyy.org/cgi-bin/newwebRTsearcher.cgi
Thursday, April 12
Debate: Is there value in Positive Psychology?



Background reading: Craig Lambert, The science of happiness. 

Harvard Magazine and D.T. Max, Happiness 101, New York 

Times Magazine, 1/7/07 (copies to be distributed.)

Take the signature strengths test at www.authentichappiness.org
Scholarly reading for debaters: Lyubomirsky, King and Diener (2005). The benefits of frequent positive affect: Does happiness lead to success? Psychological Bulletin, 131, 803–855. 




Careers: Q&A with Dr. Pamela Shapiro, Fox Chase Cancer Center
Tuesday, April 17
Reflection: GFR, Ch. 16, Psychopathology



Popular media: Gladwell’s Running from Ritalin and Damaged

Thursday, April 19
Debate: Is there anything of value in Sigmund Freud?
Background: Paper by Drew Westen at http://www.psychomedia.it/rapaport-klein/westen99.htm
Careers: Q&A with Dr. Randy Cheloha, Mercer Delta Consulting

*Tuesday, April 24
Reflection: GFR, Ch. 17, Treatment of Psychopathology



Popular media: We will view Girl, Interrupted.
Thursday, April 26
Debate: Will better pharmacology mean the end of psychotherapy?



Course evaluation. 
Final version of paper due. 

*Class will be conducted by TA.

