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This book explores why advocates for gay, lesbian and bisexual rights have made greater progress in fulfilling some parts of their agenda than others.  Why does the United States prohibit gays from serving in the military, for example, even though it prohibits discrimination against them in a growing number of communities across the country?  Why do Americans make it much easier for gay and lesbian couples to adopt children than to get married?  In short, what forces and circumstances facilitate or impede political progress for gays and lesbians? And what implications do answers to these questions have for the LGBT movement?

This book is the first to use a general model to compare and contrast gay rights struggles across several issues areas.  Drawing upon data from public opinion polls, legislative debates, media coverage and other sources, the study focuses on six policy issues—marriage, adoption, military service, privacy, hate crimes and discrimination in the marketplace.  Most studies of policymaking for gay rights focus on comparisons among nations, states or localities in order to explain why some have adopted gay rights laws and others have not.  This study breaks new ground in by treating differences among gay rights issues as crucial.  I argue that what gay rights supporters seek to achieve greatly determines their chances for political success. 

