APPLICATION Ph.D. QUALIFYING EXAMINATION

Directions:  

1) Append a transcript of all courses taken and currently registered for at Temple University (a copy of your record on Owlnet is acceptable).
2) Applicants with grades of Incomplete on their records will not be permitted to take exams.
3) Return completed application and check list (if applicable) to the Graduate Secretary.
NAME: ____________________________ TUid _________________

ADDDRESS:______________________________________________

CITY:___________________________STATE:________ZIP________

HOME PHONE: (  )______________ Email:______________________ 

Date admitted into the □ M.A  □ Ph.D. program: _______________
If you are applying to take the Ph.D. Comprehensive exams (for students who matriculated prior the fall of 2006 and have taken the M.A. exam in two fields) check one (1) main field and indicate subfield of interest.
If you are applying to take the Ph.D. Qualifying exam (i.e. the new exam for students who matriculated fall of 2006 or after) check two (2) fields.
I wish to take the exam(s) in: 

Main field(s)



Subfield of Interest (e.g. parties, behavior, urban)

____​American Politics       

_______________________________

____International Relations 

_______________________________
____Comparative Politics      

_______________________________

____ Political Theory    

_______________________________
Name of PhD advisor you are most likely to work with:
_______________________________________
CHECKLIST FOR STUDENTS TAKING

PHD QUALIFYING EXAMS:

Use this checklist only if you matriculated fall 2006 or after and wish to take the Ph.D. Qualifying Exams, which are required of all M.A. students seeking admission into the Ph.D. program as well as of students who have already been admitted to the Ph.D. program.

Student Name: ________________________________

Credit Hours:

30 (ten courses) _____



Semester Taken
Courses:


PS8000 Research Design 



_____________




PS8001 Political Statistics I                                          _____________

Cores (3 out of four):

PS 8101 Core Seminar in American Politics

____________




PS8201 Core Seminar in Comparative Politics 
____________




PS8301Core Seminar in International Relations 
____________




PS8401Core Seminar in Political Theory 

____________

Five Electives:
Two elective courses in each of two main fields; one in a minor third field or PS8002 Qualitative Methods in Political Science or PS8003 Political Statistics II.  Students receive credits for a third minor field by taking the core and one elective in that field.




1. ____________________________________   
​​​____________




2. ____________________________________   
____________




3. ____________________________________   
​​​____________




4. ____________________________________   
____________




5. ____________________________________   
____________

STUDENT SIGNATURE________________________________DATE___________

GRADUATE CHAIR___________________________________DATE___________

General Information about the PhD Qualifying exam.

The examination includes both written and oral parts. Students are examined in a two fields.  Each field examination is conducted by a total of three faculty selected by the Graduate Chair. The three examiners have joint responsibility for writing and grading the field examination. In this exam students must demonstrate depth and breadth of knowledge and intellectual sophistication across their main intended Ph.D. field and a second field, (American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations and/or Political Theory) They should also be prepared to interpret political phenomena within the context of various theories, use empirical data to illuminate concepts, and be prepared to identify gaps in knowledge.

Students are encouraged to meet with faculty in their fields to discuss the general areas of content of the exams to ensure that they have accurately identified key theories, concepts, and literature. Professors may make sample questions, previous exams, or special reading lists available as study aids. In addition, core reading lists in each field may be available from the graduate secretary. The lists represent a minimum of representative readings with which a candidate should be familiar.

Oral examinations for students who have passed their written exams are scheduled soon after the student receives notice of the passing of the written exam.  Except under extraordinary circumstances, students should take the oral exams in the same semester as their written exams.  Each oral examination committee consists of the three written examiners. The oral exam allows the candidate to respond to the examiners' comments upon their written exam and to demonstrate his/her ability to connect the specific issues addressed in the exam to other related areas of inquiry within their intended Ph.D. field and second field.  Students are urged to carefully review the examiners’ comments on their written preliminary examinations in preparation for the orals.  

