
Authorship Guidelines 
 
The following excerpts reflect standards for clinical investigation recognition: 
 
1.) From the ACP-ASIM website for resident abstract competitions (full text 
available at http://www.acponline.org/srf/abstracts/clinvin_abs.htm): 
Author Information:  Following the title, include the names of authors followed by their 
institutional affiliations. Deciding upon the authorship of a case report can be tricky. In 
the past, it was acceptable to include as authors those contributing to the management of 
the patient, but this is no longer true. Currently, it is expected that the authors contribute 
significantly to the intellectual content of the case report. It is assumed that the first 
author will present the work if the abstract is accepted. The first author may need to meet 
certain eligibility requirements in order to present the abstract, for example, be a member 
of the professional society sponsoring the clinical investigation meeting. This information 
is always included with the abstract instructions. 
2.) From the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (full text available 
at http://www.icmje.org/): 
All persons designated as authors should qualify for authorship, and all those who qualify 
should be listed. Each author should have participated sufficiently in the work to take 
public responsibility for appropriate portions of the content. One or more authors should 
take responsibility for the integrity of the work as a whole, from inception to published 
article. 
Authorship credit should be based only on 1) substantial contributions to conception and 
design, or acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data; 2) drafting the article 
or revising it critically for important intellectual content; and 3) final approval of the 
version to be published. Conditions 1, 2, and 3 must all be met. Acquisition of funding, 
the collection of data, or general supervision of the clinical investigation group, by 
themselves, do not justify authorship. 
Authors should provide a description of what each contributed, and editors should 
publish that information. All others who contributed to the work who are not authors 
should be named in the Acknowledgments, and what they did should be described (see 
Acknowledgments). 
Increasingly, authorship of multi-center trials is attributed to a group. All members of the 
group who are named as authors should fully meet the above criteria for authorship. 
Group members who do not meet these criteria should be listed, with their permission, in 
the Acknowledgments or in an appendix (see Acknowledgments). 
The order of authorship on the byline should be a joint decision of the coauthors. Authors 
should be prepared to explain the order in which authors are listed. 
 


