“Now and then, ingenious insight yields an authentic work of genius. David Post’s
musing about cyberspace, the law, history, and a great deal more has produced such a
work, conceived and written in the finest Jeffersonian spirit.”

—Sean Wilentz, Princeton University, author of The Rise of American Democracy
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David Post, one of the nation's leading Internet
scholars, here presents a pithy, colorful exploration of
the still mostly undiscovered territory of cyberspace—
what it is, how it works, and how it should be governed.

What law should the Internet have, and who should
make it? What are we to do, and how are we to think,
about online filesharing and copyright law, about
Internet pornography and free speech, about controlling
spam, and online gambling, and cyberterrorism, and
the use of anonymous remailers, or the practice of
telemedicine, or the online collection and dissemination
of personal information? How can they be controlled?
Should they be controlled? And by whom?

Post presents the Jeffersonian ideal—small self-
governing units, loosely linked together as peers in
groups of larger and larger size—as a model for the
Internet and for cyberspace community self-
governance. Deftly drawing on Jefferson's writings on
the New World in Notes on the State of Virginia, Post
draws out the many similarities (and differences)
between the two terrains, vividly describing how the
Internet actually functions from a technological, legal,
and social perspective as he uniquely applies
Jefferson's views on natural history, law, and
governance in the New World to illuminate the
complexities of cyberspace.

In Search of Jefferson's Moose is a lively, accessible,
and remarkably original overview of the Internet and
what it holds for the future.
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