CONSTITUTION OF THE STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION OF

THE JAMES E. BEASLEY SCHOOL OF LAW OF TEMPLE UNIVERSITY

PREAMBLE

We, the students of the James E. Beasley School of Law of Temple University, in order to produce a system of self-governance that fosters a suitable environment to allow students to attain the highest level of scholastic, ethical and personal advancement; to promote our general welfare; to develop and encourage scholastic attainment; to facilitate communication with the faculty, students and alumni; to further professional and social interests; to cooperate with other law schools through the American Bar Association - Law Student Division; and to secure to the Association and the James E. Beasley School of Law of Temple University (hereinafter referred to as “Temple Law”) the good will of the members of the legal profession; do hereby ordain and establish this Constitution of the Student Bar Association of the Beasley School of Law at Temple University (hereinafter referred to as the "Student Bar Association"; the Association"; or the "SBA")

ARTICLE I:

MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Membership:

A. Membership in the Student Bar Association is a right enjoyed by every student 

registered for any course or courses at Temple Law.

Section 2. Authority:

A. The entire membership of the Student Bar Association shall have the explicit powers of election, initiation, referendum and recall.

1. Electoral Power: The entire membership of the Student Bar Association is vested with the power to elect members of the Board of Governors and Class Officers of the Association as provided in this Constitution.

2. Initiative Power: The entire membership of the Student Bar Association is vested with the right to directly propose an amendment to the Constitution or the by-laws to this Constitution to the Board of Governors during any Student Bar Association Meeting.

3. Referendum Power: The entire membership is vested with the power to approve or reject all Amendments to this Constitution. In addition, the entire membership of the Student Bar Association has the right to require that all amendments to the by-laws of this constitution be submitted to a vote before the entire membership.

4. Recall Power: The entire membership is vested with the power to recall any officer of the Student Bar Association elected by the entire membership for severe misuse of authority or neglect of office.

Section 3. Procedure to exercise authority:

A. Upon receipt of either an Initiative Petition; Referendum Petition; or Recall Petition, signed by no less than one third (1/3) of the entire membership, the Board of Governors shall within two weeks, submit the said petition to the entire membership for a vote. Should two thirds (2/3) of students voting approve, the petition will be approved and the relief sought in the petition exercised.

Article II

STUDENT SENATE
Section 1. Composition:

A. The Student Senate shall consist of the members of the Board of Governors, the Officers of each class, the elected Senators from each class, and the representatives of the affiliated organizations, as covered in Article V.

Section 2. Authority:

A. The Student Senate shall be the governing body of the Association, and shall have the legislative and judicial authority to formulate and interpret policies and manage the affairs of the Association, and shall have all other powers prescribed by and necessary for the proper execution of the Constitution of the Association.

Section 3. Duties:

A. The Student Senate shall meet each month, excluding December and May, during the Fall and Spring semesters of the school year. Special meetings may be called by the President of the Association.

B. All meetings of the Student Senate shall be open to all members of the Association.

Section 4. Division of Voter's Rights:

A. In all regular and special meetings of the Student Senate, voting rights shall be as follows:

1. Each Class Officer or Senator, as the directly elected representative of the student body, shall have two votes on all matters.

2. Each member of the Board of Governors, except the President, shall have two votes on all matters as they are directly elected by the student body.

3. Each representative of the affiliated organizations shall have one vote on all matters.

4. The President of the Association shall vote only in the event of a tie thereby casting the deciding vote.

B. A voting member of the Student Senate may vote in only one capacity, having one vote as an organizational representative or two votes as a directly elected student representative. 

C. Questions and elections shall be determined by a majority of vote except as otherwise provided in the Constitution or By-Laws.

D. If an elected representative is unable to attend a meeting for a valid reason, she/he may designate a proxy to vote on questions and elections in their place. In order to designate a proxy, the elected representative must notify the SBA Board of Governors in writing no less than 48 hours prior to the meeting, citing the reason for his/her absence and the name of the designated proxy. All proxy votes are subject to the approval by the Board of Governors. The designated proxy may be another student representative but cannot be an organizational representative. 

Section 6. Elected Members:

A. Any member of the Student Senate (excluding an organizational representative) who accumulates more than three absences over the course of his/her tenure in office for that academic year will be removed from office by the Board of Governors. That representative will be unable to run for any elected SBA office the following year.

Section 7. Student Organizations:

A. Each organization recognized by the SBA shall have a representative from the organization present at all SBA meetings. Each organization will be allowed two (2) absences. For each additional absence, the organization will lose 10% of the funds allocated to them by the budget committee or $25, whichever is higher. If an organization accumulates four (4) absences in any academic year or three (3) consecutive absences, they will lose their budget for that year. Lack of participation in the SBA will also be taken into consideration in the SBA budget process the following year.

Section 8. Notification:

A. Email and conspicuous posting will be the vehicles for further notice of this article and its effect. After each SBA meeting, absentee representatives and groups will be listed in the following day's email. Organizations who are penalized will be informed of the penalty by the Secretary of the SBA.

Article III

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Section 1. Composition:

A. Board of Governors shall be the executive body of the Association and shall include:

1. A President;

2. A Day Vice-President;

3. An Evening Vice-President;

4. A Secretary; and

5. A Treasurer.

Section 2. Officer Eligibility & Election:

A. To be eligible for election to the Board of Governors, a nominee must be enrolled for no less than the minimum number of credits required for the program the student is enrolled in and maintaining no less than a "C" (2.0) grade point average.

B. The Board of Governors shall be elected by the membership of the Association (student body) by secret ballot no later than the end of the first full week in April and shall take office during the third full week of April.

C. The Student Senate shall accept nominating petitions of Candidates for the Board of Governors from the Association. The names of the nominees shall be published for at least one week prior to the election by the Association. 

Section 3. Authority & Duties:

A. The Board of Governors, under the direction of the President, shall formulate a plan of activities for the ensuing year subject to the approval of the Student Senate and perform all other functions appropriate to the proper execution of the Constitution of the Association.

B. The President shall call meetings of the Student Senate, shall preside at regular and special meetings of the Student Senate, shall represent the Association in matters involving other organizations and individuals, and shall perform all other functions appropriate to the proper execution of the Association’s Charter.

C. The Vice-Presidents shall, in the absence of the President, be President pro tempore, and perform all other functions appropriate to the proper execution of the Association’s Charter.

D. The Secretary shall serve as recording and corresponding secretary. The Secretary shall keep a permanent record of the minutes of all meetings of the Executive Committee. The Secretary shall maintain copies of the Constitution and By Laws in the Library and Office of the Dean of the Law School and make available by electronic media to any student who requests a copy.

E. The Treasurer shall manage and keep a permanent record of all financial matters of the Association and be the chairperson of the Budget Committee.

Section 4. Office Vacancy:

A. In the event the office of President becomes vacant, the Student Senate shall Choose, by secret ballot vote, between the Day Vice-President and the Evening Vice-President to serve the unexpired term. Thereupon, the President shall fill her/his Vice Presidential position by the appointment of a an eligible member of the Association with the approval of the majority of the Student Senate. This will occur at the next scheduled Student Senate meeting. In the interim, both vice-presidents shall act in the capacity of the President.

B. In the event the offices of Day Vice-President, Evening Vice-President, Secretary, or Treasurer become vacant, the position shall be filled at the next scheduled Student Senate meeting by appointment of the President with the majority approval of the Student Senate.

Article IV

CLASS OFFICERS

Section 1. Composition:

A. All classes except the First Year Day class (Second, Third Year Day and First, Second, Third, Fourth Year Evening) shall elect the following officers:

1. A President;

2. A Vice-President; and

3. 3. An Honor Code Representative.

B. The Second, and Third Year Day classes shall each elect three senators.

C. The First, Second, Third, and Fourth Year Evening classes shall each elect one senator.

D. The First Year Day class shall elect one senator per section and one Honor Code Representative for the entire First Year Day Class.

E. The person receiving the second highest number of votes for each class or section shall serve as an Alternate Honor Code Representative and serve if their representative is unavailable.

Section 2. Eligibility & Election:

A. Members of all classes shall elect their respective Class Officers within the first 30 days of the Fall Semester.

B. Two members of the Association, who are not seeking election to the SBA Senate, will conduct each class election. These members will be designated by the Board of Governors through the current President. The elections will be held at a time specified by the Board of Governors through the current President.

C. Class Officers shall hold office for one year from the date elected, except as otherwise provided herein.

D. To be eligible for election as a Class Officer, the nominee must be enrolled for no less than the minimum number of credits required for the program the student is enrolled in and maintaining no less than a "C" (2.0 grade point) average.

E. Nominations will be by petition. In order to be elected for positions other than 2nd or 3rd year Day division senator, a candidate must receive a plurality of the votes cast. In the elections for senators of the 2nd or 3rd year Day Division, the three candidates receiving the most votes shall be elected. Abstentions will not be counted.

Section 3. Duties:

A. Class Presidents shall preside at Class meetings, and shall report the activities of the Association to their classes.

B. Class Vice-Presidents shall, in the absence of the Class President, be Class Presidents pro tempore.

C. Honor Code Representatives are members of the Honor Code Committee and shall elect a member 

of the Honor Code Committee as Chairperson. Such Chairperson shall act in accordance with the duties specified in Article VII (Code of Academic Responsibility).

Article V

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS
Section 1. Scope & Representation:

A. The provisions of the Constitution (Article II, Section 4 granting voting seats on the Student Senate) apply to Organizations recognized by the Student Senate.

B. Each organization provided for in paragraph one of this article shall have the right, at the beginning of the school year, to select one Representative to the Student Senate. These representatives shall serve for one year. The organization electing this Representative shall have full control over tenure and may replace [him/her] with or without cause upon selection of the new Representative by the particular organization. An individual may serve in only one capacity: as a Representative of one of the enumerated organizations, as a member of the Board of Governors or class representative as outlined in Article II, Section 4. The representatives of the affiliated organizations shall coordinate the activities between the Student Senate and their organizations and shall provide a means of communication between the Student Senate and their organizations.

C. The enumerated organizations remain independent entities under their own charters and have neither lost nor surrendered any rights or powers formerly held.

Article VI

COMMITTEES

Section 1. Creation:

A. The Student Senate has the authority to create or dissolve a Student Bar Association Committee by a majority vote. Each Committee shall carry on appropriate activities in accordance with the purpose for which it is was established.

B. With the exception of the Honor Code Committee and the Budget Committee, the President shall nominate a chair for each committee to serve as Acting Chairperson of the committee and shall submit the name for approval by the Senate at the next Student Bar Association Meeting. Approval by the Senate shall be by a majority vote. If a nominated person is not approved by the Senate, the nominated person is precluded from serving as chairperson of the committee for the rest of the school year and the President shall nominate another Acting Chairperson subject to approval by the Senate. Any member of the Association is eligible to serve as a committee chair.

Section 2. Mandatory oversight:

A. Each committee, with the exception of the budget committee, will be assigned a member of the Board of Governors to oversee it to ensure that the committee is properly performing its duties. The entire Board of Governors may oversee the budget committee to ensure compliance with the constitution and public policies.

B. Each Senator shall be assigned to a committee , in which they must actively participate, by the Board of Governors.  Failure to actively participate in said committee will result in disciplinary action, by the Board of Governors, which may include removal from office.  “Active participation” shall be defined by the Board of Governors.

Section 3. Duties:

A. Each committee shall submit a written report of its activities to the Board of Governors during the Month of April. In addition, the Committee shall provide a written report of its activities upon request by the Board of Governors.  Reports to the Student Senate shall be offered by each committee upon request by the Board of Governors.

B. Recommendations by any committee shall be presented to the Student Senate. Unless specifically provided for, approval of committee recommendations shall be by a majority vote of the Student Senate.

Article VII

CODE OF ACADEMIC RESPONSIBILITY

Section 1. Adoption of Code of Academic Responsibility

A. The means by which the ethical and moral conduct and behavior of the Students of Temple Law will be governed shall be called the Code of Academic Responsibility of the James E. Beasley School of Law of Temple University is incorporated in this Constitution in its entirety.

Article VIII

AMENDMENTS

Section 1.

A. Proposed amendment(s) to the Constitution must be submitted in writing to the Student Senate to be distributed to each of its members. After debate and upon approval by the Student Senate, the proposed amendments must be published by email and posted in a conspicuous place in the school. At the next Student Senate meeting, the proposed amendment(s) can then be submitted for a vote. A two-thirds (2/3) majority is necessary to pass any amendment to the Constitution. Abstentions will not be counted.

B. Nothing in this Article is to be interpreted as limiting the student powers of initiative and referendum set forth in Article I, Section 2.

Article IX

INTERPRETATION

Section 1.

A. The Board of Governors shall decide questions of interpretation and construction of the Constitution of the Association. If the Board of Governors cannot agree, the question shall be determined by the Student Senate.

Article X

STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE

Section 1. Change in Fee:

A. The following must occur in order for the SBA to change its activity fee: a proposition for change must be presented to the Student Senate and approved by a two-thirds majority. Two weeks before a referendum can occur, the proposition must be published to the entire student body via the appropriate method of notice (Article II, Section 8). Thereafter, a referendum will be presented to the entire student body regarding the proposed change in activity fee. The referendum result, whether favorable or not, will be presented along with the proposition to the Temple University administration.

Article XI

IMPEACHMENT

Section 1. Scope:

A. Any elected officer of the Student Senate or Board of Governors shall be removed from office for severe misuse of authority or severe neglect of office.

Section 2. Procedure:

A. The procedure for impeachment and removal of office shall be as follows:

1. Motion for impeachment made by any member of the Association.

2. Seconded by any member of the Student Senate.

3. Majority Vote by Student Senate to proceed with impeachment and removal.

4. Mandatory 30 day waiting period.

5. Debate over impeachment and removal.

6. Vote on impeachment and removal by Student Senate.

B. The person subject to the above shall not vote and may only speak on their own behalf. A two-thirds majority vote is required for impeachment and removal.

BY LAWS OF THE STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION OF

THE JAMES E. BEASLEY SCHOOL OF LAW OF TEMPLE UNIVERSITY
CHAPTER I.

RULES OF ORDER

Section A. Procedure of Meeting:

1. All business of the Student Senate shall be conducted according to "Robert's Rules of Order," unless otherwise stipulated by the Constitution or these By-Laws.

Section B. Passing of Motion:

1. All business of the Student Senate shall be conducted according to "Robert's Rules of Order," unless otherwise stipulated by the Constitution or these By-Laws.

Section C. Amendments:

1. Proposed amendments to the By-Laws must be submitted in writing to the Student Senate. After debate and upon approval by the Student Senate, the proposed amendments shall be published via e-mail and posted in a conspicuous place at the school. At the next Student Senate meeting, the proposed amendment will be submitted for a vote. A two-thirds (2/3) majority is necessary to pass any amendment to the By-Laws. Abstentions will not be counted.

Section D. Quorum:

1.  Quorum shall consist of a majority of all of the voting members of the SBA.

Section E. Parliamentary Procedure:

1. All business of the Student Senate shall be conducted according to "Robert's Rules of Order," unless otherwise stipulated by the Constitution or these By-Laws.

CHAPTER II.

Committees

Section A. Standing Committees:

1. The standing committees of the SBA Senate include: Budget/Fund Raising Constitutional; Student/Faculty; Social; Speakers; Honor Code; Organizational Review; Housing; and Public Interest Committee.

2. Selection of Committees

a. person(s)

(i) Except as otherwise provided in the Constitution or By-Laws of the SBA, the chairperson(s) of each standing committee is appointed during the two week period immediately following the first SBA Senate meeting. The Chairperson(s) of all other committees will be appointed within two weeks immediately following the committee's creation.

(ii) Notice of any open positions on any standing committee shall be posted no later than one week after the first SBA Senate meeting. Notice of open positions for non-standing committees shall be posted no later than one week after the committee's creation. Notices include 1. A description of each standing committee; 2.When and where applications may be obtained; and 3. When and where applications are due.

(iii) Applications are available for at least five class days commencing the day notice is posted.

(iv) The SBA Board of Governors reviews all applications received and determines which applicants should be interviewed.

(v) Interviews are conducted by the SBA Board of Governors, and they determine which candidates are recommended to the SBA Student Senate for appointment, subject to Article VI of the SBA Constitution. Representation from each class is recommended.

Section B. Committee members:

1. With the exception of Budget Committee members, any committee members other than the chairperson(s) are selected on the basis of applications received pursuant to Chapter II A.2.a(2) and A.2.a.(3) of the association by-laws.

2. Notice of any open positions on the Budget Committee shall be posted by a date determined by the Treasurer but no later than the first full week of school. Applications for the Budget Committee are subject to review by the entire Board of Governors. The final selection of Budget Committee members shall be made prior to the submission deadline for budget projections of the other committees.

3. The SBA Board of Governors determines which candidates are recommended to the SBA Senate for appointment, subject to Article VI of the SBA Constitution. 

4.  Student Representatives:

a. If a student misses two consecutive regular committee meetings, the Chairman of the committee, at his/her discretion, may petition the Board of Governors to appoint a replacement in accordance with Chapter II section c.1 and c.2 of the association By-Laws. 

Section C. Committee Appointments and Vacancies:

1. In the event a resignation, renewal or another reason causes the vacancy in the position of committee chairperson, member, or student representative to a student-faculty committee, the SBA Secretary shall post notice of the vacancy within three days after s/he receives notice of the vacancy.

2. The SBA President may appoint an interim committee chairperson, member or student representative to a student-faculty committee until the time a permanent replacement is appointed pursuant to the committee by-laws.

3. Selection of Student Representatives

a. The Student Senate shall fill all committee vacancies within the first 30 days of the fall semester. The Student Senate shall also select two alternates to serve in the event the regular committee member(s) can not serve.

b. The Board of Governors must post notice prior to the second week of fall classes to inform the student population that vacancies for committees are beginning to be filled.

Section D. Standing committee charges:
1. Student/Faculty Committee

a. All student representatives of student-faculty committees are members of the scholastic committee.

b. Student representatives to student-faculty committees are appointed to those committees and in those numbers as established by the faculty and administration of James E. Beasley School of Law of Temple University.

c. Students interested in serving on the Scholastic Committee and the student faculty committees and sub-committees will be asked to submit to the Board of Governors a paragraph, resume, or other means of describing themselves deemed appropriate by the Board of Governors. The description will be used to help in the selection of students. The Board will select students based on their qualifications, ideals, or attributes. Students should indicate that they served on the committee previously for preference.

d. Under subsection c, which advances selection criteria for student-faculty committees, special consideration should be shown for candidates who wish to serve on the Sp.A.C.E. (Special Admissions and Curricular Experiments) student-faculty committee. The Student Senate is firmly committed to a policy of seeking to help correct minority and similar imbalances in the legal profession. Due to the special ideals set forth in the Sp.A.C.E. program, preference should be shown in the selection of at least two of the four students from minority student organizations.

e. The Board of Governors will make the initial selection of students which must be voted on and ratified by a majority of the Student Senate in accordance with the procedures laid out in these by-laws, and approved by the Dean. In the time between initial selection 

2. SBA Budget Committee:

a. Composition

(i) The budget committee should be proportionately representative of the Day and Evening Divisions. The Committee shall consist of five (5) or seven (7) including the Treasurer.

(ii)  The Treasurer shall be the chair of the budget committee, but shall not vote except in the case of a tie.

NOTE: The word "should" is used instead of mandatory language in the event there are no available representatives for the Day or Evening Division.

b. Selection: Applications submitted in compliance with the deadline designated by the Treasurer under Chapter II Section B (2), will be reviewed by the entire Board of Governors. The final committee will be selected on or before the deadline for budget request submissions.

c. Funding:

(i) To qualify for funding by the SBA, an organization must meet all of the following:

a. Have a charter issued by the Student Senate.

b. Submit a short paragraph of the goals of the organization, what its purposes are, and how its purposes will be effectuated through planned activities.

c. Documentation as to how the above criteria was met last year. This documentation must include an itemization, in writing, or all income received from any source whatsoever.

(ii) Class funds shall be allocated to classes by procedures outlined by the Budget Committee.

d. Budget Requests:

(i) Budget requests for the entire upcoming year shall be submitted by a date to be determined by the Treasurer but no later than the second full week of school. Subsequent to that date, the budget requests shall be sent to the Office of the Dean of Students. Except for extraordinary circumstance (e.g. a new organization is formed and recognized during the year), no requests will be accepted after the first SBA meeting.

(ii) Any late Budget requests will result in a fifty dollar reduction in the funds allocated to that organization.

e. Use of funds:

(i) The budget committee should not allocate funds for the following: travel expenses; the purchase of computers; and for food which is not available to the entire student body.

(ii) Prior to the passing of the budget, each organization which was active in the previous school year, will have fifty dollars available for use until the budget is passed. Any funds allocated upon the passing of the budget will be in addition to this fifty dollars start-up money.

(iii) Organizations which were inactive during the previous school year are in default and will not receive the fifty dollar start-up fund. However, if they have submitted a request for funds for the current school year, they may petition the Board of Governors to receive start-up funds no later than one week before the first SBA meeting. This petition must outline their intent to conduct activities during the month of September, prior to the passing of the budget.  Upon approval from the Board of Governors, these organizations are eligible to receive thirty dollars until the budget is passed.

f. Authority:

(i) Budget allocation should be based upon, but not limited to, the following criteria: size of organization, activities previously sponsored, upcoming planned activities, external funding accomplished and the accomplishment of previously planned activities.

(ii) The budget committee, in its discretion, may allocate less than the amount requested in a Student Organization's budget request.

(iii) In accordance with Article VI section 2 (a), the budget committee shall present the final draft of the allocation report to the entire Board of Governors before presenting it to the entire SBA body.

g. Duties:

(i) By a date to be determined by the Board of Governors but no later than one week after the first SBA meeting of the fall semester, the budget committee shall present a budget allocation report based upon the criteria set forth above and the requests made by the Student Organizations. The budget allocation report shall take effect upon a approval by a special majority of the Student Senate consisting of one third of the day class officers, one third of the evening class officers, one third of the student organizations. Failing to obtain the special majority described in the last sentence, the budget may also be approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Student Senate.

(ii) The budget committee shall designate a contingency account for unforeseen expenses. This money shall be available to any organization which submits a written request outlining the amount of the funds needed; and the reason for its need, only after the start of the spring semester. The budget committee shall review and make a preliminary determination on a case by case basis for funds needed from the contingency account. The final determination shall be made by the Board of Governors.

(iii) Honor Code Committee:

a. The Honor Code Committee shall be comprised of all Honor Code Representatives.

b. In the event that one of the elected Honor Code Representatives is unable to serve, an elected alternate shall serve in their place. In the event that none of the elected alternates are available, the President of the SBA shall have the power to appoint a special member of the committee to serve through the conclusion of the matter before the committee. 

(iv) Organizational Review:

a. Recognition of each organization will be subject to annual review by the SBA organizational Review Committee.

b. The Organization Review Committee shall be comprised of half of its members from the elected Class Officers and half of its members from Student Organization Representatives. Members of this committee can not serve as both an elected Class officer and Student Organization Representative. 

c. Annual Review reports shall be submitted no later than the end of the second week of the spring semester. The annual report shall consist of enough information to allow the Organizational Review Committee to make a determination whether the Student Organization is in compliance with the SBA Constitution and By-Laws.

d. Upon review of the Annual reports submitted by the Student Organizations, The Organization Review Committee shall make its recommendations to the Board of Governors either to reaffirm the Charter or to place a Student Organization on a year probation. If a recommendation is made to place a Student Organization on probation, the Organizational Review committee shall notify the Student Organization by providing notice in the Organization's mailbox and by electronic media.

CHAPTER III

ELECTIONS

Section A. Elections of Class Officers and Senators:

1. Duties:

a. There will be established an SBA Elections Committee which shall be responsible for supervising the annual spring and fall elections. The election committee shall comprise all graduating SBA Governors, Class Officers, and such standing committee members selected and approved by the SBA. In order that this committee shall not have less than 5 members, they shall appoint a member of the SBA who has indicated that he or she will not compete in the next election. The committee shall exercise utmost fairness in making its decisions and all decisions are final. In no event, shall a person seeking office serve upon the SBA Elections Committee.

b. The committee will arrange for speakers to talk to the classes about the SBA in general and the particular election; prepare written materials about the SBA and its elections for distribution along with the registration materials; hear and adjudicate all grievances concerning alleged violations of the following rules; and prepare the ballot.

c. The election committee will be responsible for determining which violations of the rules are serious enough to warrant the removal from the ballot of any violating candidate. If the violation is not serious to warrant immediate removal of the candidate from the ballot, the Elections committee will issue a warning to any candidate; and further violations by that candidate of any rules or procedures will result in that candidate's immediate dismissal from the election.

d.  At the time of the election, one or more members of the elections committee will make themselves generally available to the student body for adjudicating violations and disputes. This shall be done by said member(s) posting in the SBA office their class schedule and their home telephone number.

2. The Offices to be Contested:

a. The offices to be contested shall be the for those officers designated in Article III and Article IV of the Constitution.

3. Procedures:

a. The order of presentation on the ballot will be by lottery for each office. 

b. Petitions:

(i) Each person wishing to run for any office shall obtain one petition from the SBA office. The petitions will be available beginning two weeks before the specified election. The petitioner shall state his or her name, and the office sought on the petition.

(ii) A petitioner may only run for one office.

(iii) Each petitioner must obtain 15 signatures of Temple Law Students of his or her class.

(iv) When petitions become available, the elections committee will set a deadline for submission of completed petitions. The deadline will be strictly enforced.

(v) Any petition may be withdrawn at the Petitioner's request prior to the petition completion deadline.

(vi) Should petitioner decide to run for a different office from the one designated on his or her petition, petitioner must obtain a new petition and get the 15 requisite signatures.

(vii) Any petition not in compliance with the above rules will be considered invalid.

4. Campaigning:

a. There will be a fifty dollar ($50) limit on campaign spending by each candidate. No SBA funds may be used in a campaign.

b. The election committee will determine the rules regarding the placement of posters and other campaign materials.

c. All candidates must remove all of their posters after the election, upon the penalty of having their election invalidated.

d. The election committee will determine the rules concerning restrictions on where the candidates may campaign in the law building.

e. Candidates are encouraged to report to the Elections committee any grievance(s) as soon as possible. Grievances may be reported to the committee at any time up to the end of any office. 

5. Voting and tabulating:

a. The election both for the day and night divisions will be held on two consecutive days within the time period provided for in the constitution and by-laws.

b. A list of law school students shall be obtained from the Registrar's Office and when the student procures a ballot for voting, he or she shall show proof of identification and put their initials next to his of her name on the list. No student may vote more than once.

c. ‘Write-in' candidates shall be allowed, but no designated space or line on the ballot need be supplied.

d. Any student who runs for office may have a representative present when the votes are counted. Election counting shall be public and results shall be posted within 36 hours of the close of the polls.

e. The election committee shall make an election report to the SBA, which includes the results for all candidates of the election. Such report shall be available in the SBA office for inspection by any member of the student body. 

6. Office Vacancies:

a. Except as otherwise provided to fill an office vacancy, an election complying with the above procedures will be held when an office is vacated during the year.

7. Election dates:

a. SBA elections for the Board of Governor's positions and Class speaker shall be held on the Monday and Tuesday of the Final Week of March.

b. SBA Elections for class President, Vice President, Honor Code Representative and Senators shall be held the Monday and Tuesday of the final week of September.

c. Elections shall be held from 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. and 5-7:30 p.m. on election days.

8. Constituency definitions

a. 1L's, 2L's, 3L's, and 4L's will be allowed to vote in the September election which pertains to their class Year or section (Meaning 2L day student only votes for 2L day officers such as 2nd year day president).

b. Day 1L's and 2L's can vote in the march election for Board of Governor's positions with the exception of Evening Vice President.

c. Evening 1L's,2L's and 3L's can vote in the march election for Board of Governors with the exception of the Day Vice President.

d. 3L Day and 4L Evening students can vote for faculty and class speaker awards and cannot vote for the Board of Governors.

CHAPTER IV

REGULATIONS FOR STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
Section A. Initial Grant of Charter:

1. To obtain a Charter from the Student Senate, an organization must have aprobationary charter (see section C 2 (a) for definition of probationary charter) and meet all of the following criteria:

a. Have and maintain a minimum of 10 active members. An active member is a person who shows up for at least half of the events planned (meetings, outings, etc.). All members being counted for recognition must be registered members of the Law School student body.

b. At least three times a semester hold meetings forums or events.

c. The organization's purposes and programs must be for the benefit of all law students.

d. Receive a majority vote of the Student Senate then present for recognition. Abstentions shall not be counted.

Note: the concept of a probationary charter is new.

Section B. Annual Review:

1. With the exception of Student Organizations with less than one year of Chartered status and Student Organizations with Probationary Charters, to maintain a SBA Charter, a Student Organization must meet all of the following criteria.

a. Maintain at least 15 active members;

b. Conducted at least five events, meetings or forums in the last calendar year; and

c. The organization's purposes and programs are for the benefit of all lawstudents.

2. Student Organizations with less than one year of being granted a charter from the Student Senate and Student Organizations with Probationary Charters must meet the following criteria:

a. Have and maintain a minimum of 10 active members. An active member is a person who attends at least half of the events planned (meetings, outings,etc.). All members being counted for recognition must be registered members of the Law School student body.

b. At least three times a semester hold meetings forums or events.

c. The organization's purposes and programs must be for the benefit of all law students.

3. Annual Review reports shall be submitted by all Student Organizations (those having either a Probationary Charter or Granted Charter, and those Organizations that have a Charter but are on Probation) no later than the end of the second week of the spring semester. The annual report shall consist of enough information to allow the Organizational Review Committee to determine whether the Student Organization is in compliance with the SBA Constitution and By-Laws.

Section C. Probation:

1. In General:

a. Student Organizations having either a Probationary Charter or probationary status shall have no voting rights and may only obtain SBA funding through requests from the Contingency Fund.

2. Probationary Charter:

a. Student Organizations not granted a charter can request a probationary charter for consideration of recognition from the SBA. The request shall be made to the Board of Governors in writing and the Board of Governors shall approve the request.

3. Chartered Organizations placed on Probation:

a. A Student Organization can be placed on probation for one year when the following has occurred:

(i) The Organizational Review Committee recommends that the Student Organization be placed on probation for failing to comply with the criteria to maintain a charter (see Chapter V, section B); 

(ii) The Board of Governors concurs with the recommendation of the Organizational Review committee; and 

(iii) The Student Organization has been properly notified that it is being placed on Probation.

b. At the first meeting after being placed on probation, the Student Organization can make a motion for determination whether the decision of the Board of Governors should be overturned. If a majority of the Student Senate overturns the Board of Governors, the probationary status of the Student Organization is removed.

c. If the Student Organization does not contest the being placed on probation, upon the expiration of the time for the Student Organization to make a motion for determination, the Student Organization is placed on probation for one year.

d. Once placed on Probation, a Student Organization forfeits its allocated budget.

e. After the expiration of one year's probation, the Organizational Review Committee shall make a recommendation to the Board of Governors to either take the Student Organization off probation or to revoke the Student Organization's charter. 

(i) If the Organization Review Committee recommends that the Student Organization be taken off probation and the Board of Governors concur then Notice shall be sent to the Student Organization that it is no longer on probation.

(ii) If the Organization Review Committee recommends that the Student Organization have its charter revoked and the Board of Governors concur then the recommendation shall be made to the Student Senate for a vote. A majority of votes in favor of the recommendation is needed to revoke a charter.

(iii) If the Organization Review Committee recommends that the Student Organization have its charter revoked and the Board of Governors does not concur then the recommendation shall be made to revoke the charter. In this instance a two-thirds majority in favor of the recommendation is needed revoke a charter. If the recommendation is not passed, the Student Organization is taken off Probation.

(iv) If the Organization Review Committee recommends that the Student Organization be taken off probation and the Board of Governors does not concur then the recommendation to revoke the Student Organizations Charter shall be made. In this instance a two-thirds majority in favor of the recommendation is needed revoke a charter. If the recommendation is not passed, the Student Organization is taken off Probation.

