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APPLYING FOR A VISA TO ENTER THE UNITED STATES IN

NONIMMIGRANT STUDENT (F-1 OR J-1) STATUS

Before you go to apply for your visa to enter the United States in Nonimmigrant Student (F-1 or J-1) status, you must read Page Two of your Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant (F-1) Student status, also known as the Form I-20, or the back of the white page of your Certificate of Eligibility for Exchange Visitor (J-1) Status Form, also known as the Form DS-2019.  
When you sign your Form I-20 or your Form DS-2019, you are verifying that you have read and that you understand the information printed on Page Two of the Form I-20 or the back of the white page of the Form DS-2019. You will be held responsible for the information printed there. Therefore, it is very important and is in your own best interest to read and understand that information.

After you have read and signed your Certificate of Eligibility, contact the US Embassy closest to your residence to schedule an appointment for an F-1 or J-1 visa.  You can find the contact information of the closest US Embassy at: 
http://usembassy.state.gov
When you apply for this visa, the Consular Officer will want to see the following documents:

· Proof that you have paid the SEVIS fee.  – See www.fmjfee.com   for details and to pay the fee.
· Information on the SEVIS fee can be found at:

http://www.ice.gov/sevis/i901/index.htm
· You can pay the SEVIS fee by going to http://www.fmjfee.com.
· DS-156: Nonimmigrant Visa Application*
· DS-157: Supplemental Nonimmigrant Visa Application

· Form I-20 or Form DS-2019 from Temple University

· Valid Passport

· Financial Documentation

· Letter of Admission to Temple University~ if you do not have a letter of admission to Temple University, please contact Undergraduate Admissions or your Graduate department immediately.
· If your immediate family members (spouse and/or children) will be applying for visas to enter the United States in Nonimmigrant Student Dependent (F-2 or J-2 status), you  should have with you at least a marriage certificate, birth certificate, and any other documents needed to verify the relationship between you and your family members.
· Your spouse and child each need their own I-20 or DS-2019. If you did not indicate that you will be brining your spouse and child please contact the OIS as soon as possible in order to require a document for them.
The US Consulate may wish to see other documents that are listed on the Consulate’s website. Be sure to read the Consulate’s website carefully.

VISA DENIALS

Below are the primary reasons given by a U. S. Consular officer when s/he denies an application for a visa to enter the United States in Nonimmigrant Student (F-1 or J-1):

· The applicant has failed to demonstrate financial documentation for the duration of the academic program of study in the United States.

· The applicant has failed to demonstrate proficiency in English.

· The applicant has failed to demonstrate strong ties to her/his home country.  Because the student visa category is a non-immigrant status, the applicant is expected to return home after completing your program of study.

· The applicant has failed to demonstrate adequate academic preparation.
When you apply for a visa to enter the United States in Nonimmigrant Student (F-1 or J-1) status, you should:

· Be prepared for the questions that the consular officer will ask you before issuing to you a visa to enter the United States in Nonimmigrant Student (F-1 or J-1) visa. You may be asked why you chose to study at Temple. Be prepared to explain how you decided on your major field of study and why Temple University is the best place for you. Bring your academic transcripts from high school or university with you and your most recent TOEFL( score to the interview at the United States Embassy or Consulate. In most cases, the consular officer will conduct the interview in ENGLISH with you to determine if your TOEFL( score indicates your actual communication ability.

· Be sure your financial documentation clearly indicates sufficient funding for the duration of your studies. If it does not, your application for a visa may be denied for lack of finances. 

· Be prepared to tell the officer what your plans will be after graduating from Temple University.  Explain how your education in the United States will benefit your career when you return to your native country.
WHAT CONSTITUTES “STRONG TIES”?
Strong ties differ from country to country, city-to-city, and individual-to-individual.  Some examples of ties can be a job, a house, a family, and a bank account.  “Ties” are various aspects of your life that bind you to your country of residence: your possessions, employment, social and family relationships.

During the visa interview, consular officers consider each application individually and consider professional, social, cultural and other factors.  In cases of a younger visa applicant who may not have had an opportunity to form many ties, consular officers may look at the applicant’s specific intentions, family situation, long-range plans and prospects within his or her country of residence. Each case is examined individually and is accorded every consideration under the law.

The consular office interview may last only for a few minutes.  If the officer determines that you have sufficient funding for study and strong ties to your home country, the officer will most likely grant you a visa to enter the United States in Nonimmigrant Student (F-1 or J-1) status. The visa will be stamped into your passport.  However, if the officer determines that you insufficient ties to your home country or that you might immigrate to the United States, your application for a visa may be denied.  
If a visa is denied, please request a WRITTEN notice from the officer with the reason for the denial.  Our office may be able to assist you if we have a written explanation.
Be sure to present your Temple I-20 when you apply for your visa. The Consular Office will issue the visa and indicate the name of the school on the Form I-20 or Form DS-2019 which you used to obtain the entry visa.  USCIS regulations specify that a student must study at the school indicated on the entry visa.  If you have already obtained an F-1 or J-1 entry visa based on another school’s admission, you might encounter difficulties when you attempt to enter the Untied States.  You will have to clearly explain why you obtained a visa with another school’s I-20 or DS-2019, but are seeking to enter to study at Temple University. 
YOU MUST USE TEMPLE’S I-20 OR DS-2019 TO ENTER THE united States if you plan to study at Temple University.
TRAVELING TO AND ENTERING THE UNITED STATES IN NONIMMIGRANT STUDENT (F-1 OR J-1) STATUS

ARRIVING AT A U.S. PORT OF ENTRY … WHAT A STUDENT CAN EXPECT

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP) is committed to facilitating your stay in the United States while you take advantage of our nation’s academic, educational, and cultural offerings. To enhance security without slowing legitimate travel, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has instituted some changes in U.S. entry and exit procedures. Careful planning and preparation by international students can ensure that any delay based on these procedures is minimal. 

PLAN YOUR ARRIVAL

You may be refused entry into the United States if you attempt to arrive more than 30 days before the program start date listed on your SEVIS I-20 form.

ALWAYS HAND-CARRY YOUR DOCUMENTS

Do not check the following documents in your baggage. If your baggage is lost or delayed, you will be unable to present the documents at your port of entry. As a result, you may not be able to enter the United States

1. Your passport, valid for at least six months beyond the date of your expected stay; 

2. SEVIS Form I-20. 
In addition, it is strongly recommended that you also hand carry the following documentation:
1. Evidence of financial resources; 

2. Evidence of student status, such as recent tuition receipts and transcripts; 

3. Paper receipt for the SEVIS fee, Form I-797, and 

4. Name and contact information for your “Designated School Official”

For comprehensive information on procedures for traveling and arriving in the United States, visit: http://educationusa.state.gov/predeparture/travel/customs.htm
COMPLETE YOUR ENTRY PAPERWORK

If Arriving By Air: Flight attendants will distribute Customs Declaration Forms (CF-6059) and Arrival Departure Record Forms (I-94). These must be completed prior to landing.

If Arriving By Land or Sea: The CBP Officer at the port of entry will provide the necessary Customs Declaration Forms (CF-6059) and Arrival-Departure Record Forms (I-94) to be filled out upon your arrival.

AS YOU ARRIVE AT THE PORT OF ENTRY

Proceed to the terminal area for arriving passengers. Have the following documents available for presentation: your passport; SEVIS Form (I-20); Arrival-Departure Record Form (I-94); and Customs Declaration Form (CF-6059). The Form I-94 should reflect the address where you will reside, not the address of the school or program.

All visitors entering the United States must state their reason for wishing to enter the country. You will also be asked to provide information about your final destination. It is important that you tell the CBP Officer that you will be a student. Be prepared to include the name and address of the school program where you will enroll/participate.

Once your inspection is successfully completed, the inspecting officer will:

· Stamp your SEVIS Form for duration of status (“D/S”) for F visa holders 

· Stamp your SEVIS Form for 30 days beyond program end date for M visa holders 

· Stamp the Arrival-Departure Record Form (I-94) and staple it in the passport 

FOLLOWING ADMISSION INTO THE UNITED STATES

Students should report to their school within 30 days of the date that appears on the SEVIS I-20 form to register for courses or to validate their intended participation. Failure to do so may result in serious consequences. 

Make sure that the I-94 card is returned to you by the Immigration officer and that you do not lose this card.  If you lose the I-94 card it will cause you a lot of inconvenience and will cost $160.00 (current fee) to replace.
AS SOON AS YOU ENTER THE U.S.
All international students who are enrolling at Temple University for the first time must report to the Office of International Services with all OF REQUIRED immigration DOCUMENTS (I-20, I-94 card, visa, passport, etc.) upon their arrival in the united states.  Checking in with this office is required FOR ALL students.

TRANSFERRING FROM ANOTHER U.S. ACADEMIC INSTITUTION TO TEMPLE UNIVERSITY

STUDENTS IN F-1 STUDENT STATUS TRANSFERRING FROM ONE U.S. SCHOOL TO TEMPLE UNIVERSITY
IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT THE TRANSFER TAKES PLACE CORRECTLY.
You are receiving your Temple University I-20 with this ‘Welcome Packet” please review the document carefully, particularly the information on page two of the I-20. Receipt of the enclosed I-20 does not mean that your transfer is complete.  The attached I-20 indicates that the document was issued for “Transfer Pending” 

To complete the transfer you must:

1. Report physically to the OIS within fifteen days of the first day of classes.
2. Register for a full-time program of study at Temple University (12 semester credits for undergraduate students, 9 semester credits for graduate students). 
3. Return to the OIS after registration has been complete and obtain a new I-20 that is used for “Continued Attendance”.
4. The OIS must report your registration through the SEVIS system within 30 days of the first day of classes. Failure to follow the above referenced steps will prohibit our office from doing so and render you out of status.

The Office of International Services must promptly report all school transfers to the Immigration and Naturalization Services. Failure to report to the Office of International Services by the stated deadline is considered a violation of your Nonimmigrant Student (F-1) immigration status, may terminate your legal nonimmigrant status in the United States, and may subject you to deportation. 

By Travel:

If you will travel outside of the United States before you begin your studies at Temple University, you must re-enter the United States using Temple University’s Form I-20. If you re-enter the United States with a Form I-20 from your previous institution, you will not be considered to have transferred your status to Temple University and may be considered to have violated your Nonimmigrant Student (F-1) status. 
STUDENTS IN J-1 EXCHANGE VISITOR STATUS
An individual in Exchange Visitor (J-1) status in any category may transfer from one program sponsor to another if the purpose of the transfer is to complete the objective for which s/he was admitted to Exchange Visitor (J-1) status and if the exchange visitor remains within the same category.  The transfer is processed through correspondence between the two Responsible Officers and by notification to Department of State.   For students in Nonimmigrant Student (J-1) status, this transfer must take place no later than fifteen (15) days after the beginning of the student’s first academic term at Temple University.  For more information about this transfer process, please visit the Office of International Services.

The Office of International Services must promptly process all school transfers and notify the Department of State.  Failure to complete a transfer with the Office of International Services by the stated deadline is considered a violation of your Nonimmigrant Student (J-1) immigration status, may terminate your legal status in the United States, and may subject you to deportation.
PREPARING TO LIVE IN PHILADELPHIA
SECURING HOUSING AT TEMPLE UNIVERSITY

On-campus housing at Temple University is based on a first-come, first-served basis.  If you intend on living in a University residence hall, you must apply early.  To request an application for on-campus housing, please contact the Temple University Office of University Housing for an application at the following address:

Office of University Housing

1910 Liacouras Walk

Suites 201-301

Temple University

Philadelphia, PA19122

You will also find detailed information about University housing on-line at http://www.temple.edu/housing.

The staff of the Office of University Housing will assist you in obtaining on campus housing (if it is available) and may be able to offer more information about off-campus housing.

	On-Campus Housing Information telephone:
	215.204.7223

	Off-Campus Housing Information telephone:
	215.204.3826

	General Housing Information FAX:
	215.204.9141


After you submit an application for University Housing, you should expect to receive a response from the Office of University Housing.  If you do not receive confirmation in writing from Office of University Housing that you have been assigned on-campus housing, you should be prepared to locate temporary housing until you find an apartment off campus.  DO NOT ASSUME THAT YOU HAVE ON-CAMPUS HOUSING UNLESS YOU HAVE BEEN OFFICIALLY NOTIFIED BY THE OFFICE OF UNIVERSITY HOUSING.
If you are not able to secure on-campus housing and would like to seek off-campus housing with other international students at Temple, you can point your web browser to our website at 
http://www.temple.edu/ois/roommate.html for a list of students who have apartments available and a list of students looking for roommates.
MENINGOCOCCAL VACCINE LAW
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania requires that students who live in University-owned or operated residential housing demonstrate that they received a vaccine against meningococcal disease, or they must sign a waiver. Meningitis is a serious and potentially fatal disease that affects the brain and spinal cord and can lead to permanent disabilities, such as hearing loss and brain damage.  If you attend Temple University and are assigned to University-owned or operated residential housing, this law will affect you.  If you have any questions at this time, please contact Student Health Services at 215.204.7500. 

TEMPORARY OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING
	$
	Below Average
	$$
	Average
	$$$
	Above Average


Please note that the following rates are subject to change without notice; to confirm the current rates, contact the provider at the address or numbers indicated:

Antique Row Bed & Breakfast  $
341 S. 12th St., Philadelphia, PA19107 Phone: 215.592.7802, Fax: 215.592.9692

Web address: http://www.antiquerowbnb.com/
European style Bed & Breakfast situated in 180-year-old townhouse on a tree-lined street just off historic Antique Row. Very civilized, affordable ($80-$85 plus tax) accommodations with a $5 discount for students. Spacious, comfortable, attractive rooms offering cable TV and full breakfast.  Short walk to the Convention Center, historic sites, cultural attractions, South Street business and theater districts and local hospitals. Also fully furnished flats for longer stay – daily, weekly, monthly

Apple Hostels of Philadelphia $
32 S. Bank St., Philadelphia, PA19106 Phone: 215.922.0222, Fax: 215.689.4555
Email: philly@applehostels.com Web address: www.bankstreethostel.com
Located on Bank Street in downtown Philadelphia between 2nd and 3rd Street, off Market Street. Rates range from $29 - $82, depending on the time of the year and room type; however, there is a student discount of $36 for a dorm room and $85 for a private room. There is an extra $3 fee per night for nonmembers. There are three types of rooms: dorm room, private rooms, and semi-private rooms. Dorm rooms are dormitory style and are separate for men and women, unless you opt for a couple-only room (for men and women who travel together). Private rooms have a set of bunk beds, while semi-private rooms have only one bunk bed. Check-in times are after 2:00pm. They do accept credit cards. To reserve a bed, visit their website. 
La Reserve $$
1804 Pine St., Philadelphia, PA19103   Phone: 215.735.1137, 800.354.8401, Fax: 215.735.0582
Email: Manager@LaReserveBandB.com 
Web address: http://www.lareservebandb.com/
A well-preserved, 140 year old townhouse with tastefully appointed rooms, serving a full breakfast. Close to historical and cultural attractions. Suites and large bedrooms available with rates ranging from $125- $180 plus tax with a 10% discount for students.
Shippen Way Inn $$
416-418 Bainbridge St., Philadelphia, PA19147   
Phone: 215.627.7266, 800.245.4873, Fax: 215.627.7781
Web address: http://www.professionaltravelguide.com/shippen-way-inn/hotels-501899 
Charmingly restored, circa 1750 bed and breakfast inn.  Family-owned and operated. Each room has a private bath, phone and central A/C (9 rooms total). There are Colonial gardens and a fireplace in the reception room.  Close to historic sites and Penn’s Landing.  Rates: $135-270 plus tax includes breakfast, and afternoon refreshment.  No personal checks.

HOTELS

Clarion Suites Convention Center $$
1010 Race St., Philadelphia, PA19107   

Web Address: http://www.clarionsuites.com
96 oversized suites in an eight story historic building. Home of the original “Bentwood Rocker.”  Each suite features Thomasville furniture with kitchen, beamed ceilings, exposed brick walls and amenities such as HBO, cable TV and free expanded continental breakfast buffet. Rate for Temple Students is $74 per night plus tax.

Best Western Center City Hotel  $$
501 N. 22nd St., Philadelphia, PA19130  Phone: 215.568.8300,  Fax: 215.557.0259

Web Address:  http://book.bestwestern.com/bestwestern/productInfo.do?propertyCode=39087
Located where Fairmount Park meets the Philadelphia Skyline… just minutes from the Pennsylvania Convention Center, The Liberty Bell, Philadelphia Zoo and many of Philly’s finest restaurants. You can get to Temple by the Route 43 bus from 22nd Street to Broad Street (this bus travels on Spring Garden Street) and then a transfer to the Broad Street Subway Line.  Rate for Temple students is $119 per night plus tax, whereas rates for non-students range from $139-149. 
Conwell Inn $$$
At the Heart of Temple University, 1331 West Berks St., Philadelphia, PA19122

Phone: 215.235.6200, 888.379.9737

Email: info@conwellinn.com
Web address: www.conwellinn.com 
Conveniently located near downtown Philadelphia, shopping, dining and the Liacouras Center at Temple. The Conwell Inn features 22 deluxe guest rooms, suites and meeting facilities to accommodate your business needs.  The Conwell Inn is a deluxe historic landmark hotel. Rates: $150--$200 plus tax includes continental breakfast. Their student discount are as follows: $125-135 for single rooms and $145 for suites.
Holiday Inn Express—Midtown $$

1305 Walnut St., Philadelphia PA19107  Phone: 215.735.9300, Fax: 215.732.2682
Web Address:  http://www.himidtown.com
Located in Center City – walking distance to several major medical facilities and universities.   Conveniently located near many restaurants. Close the Pennsylvania Convention Center and the Hard Rock Café.  Hotel guests have access Self-parking, outdoor pool and Bally’s Total Fitness Center. Rate for Temple students is $114 per night plus tax which includes breakfast. Rates for non-students start at $189 per night plus tax. 
Doubletree Hotel Philadelphia $$
237 S. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA19107

Phone: 215.893.1600, 800.222.TREE  Fax: 215.893.1664
Web Address:  http://www.doubletree.com
Conveniently located on the Avenue of the Arts offering 427 spacious rooms and luxurious suites, the hotel welcomes each guest with the Doubletree’s famous chocolate chip cookies. Enjoy dining in the Academy Café with a dramatic view of the Academy of Music, or top off a perfect day in Jack’s Center City Tavern.  Relax in the health club with a swim in the indoor lap pool or play a game of racquetball on the hotel’s private court. Call for rates – mention that you are planning to attend Temple University (this is usually $152 plus tax.)

Crowne Plaza, Philadelphia Center City  $$$

1800 Market St., Philadelphia, PA19103   
Phone: 215.561.7500, 800.980.6429, Fax: 215.561.4484
Web Address:  http://www.crowneplaza.com 
A flagship Holiday Inn in the central business district with 445 new guest rooms, two fireplaces, library lobby, a new exercise room and outdoors pool.  The Philadelphia Convention Center, historic and shopping sites are a short walking distance away. Café Med offers buffet breakfast, lunch and dinner. Special weekend rates all year.  Discount tickets available to all Philadelphia attractions. Kids eat free.  $289.95 per night plus tax.

LONG-TERM OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING (CENTER CITY)

	Adelphia House

1229 Chestnut St.

Philadelphia, PA19107

215.568.5800
	Ambassador 

2101 Chestnut St.

Philadelphia, PA19103

215.563.2101

	Chancellor Apts.

206 South 13th St.

Philadelphia, PA19107

215.735.8404
1 bedroom ranging $1175-1200
	St. James House 

13th & Walnut Sts.

Philadelphia, PA19107

215.732.6300
1 bedroom starting at

$1030


WEST PHILADELPHIA REALTORS

Many students from the area live in West Philadelphia that is an approximately 30 minute subway-ride from Temple Main Campus.  Here are some suggested real estate offices that can assist you in your search:

	Campus Apartments

4043 Walnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104

215.382.1300

www.campusapts.com

	University City Housing Co.

1062 Lancaster Ave. #30B

Bryn Mawr, PA19010

610.525.3900

	William Penn Realty Group Inc.

19 S. 21st St. Philadelphia, PA 19103

215.636.0300
	International House

3701 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104

215.387.5125

www.ihousephilly.org 




ACCOMPANYING DEPENDENTS

Please be aware that children three years old and over are not permitted to live in on-campus university housing.  If you are planning to bring your dependents (spouse and/or children) to the U.S. with you to begin the semester, you should arrive about one month before the beginning of the academic term to secure adequate housing and to make other preparations for your dependents.  While you are seeking long-term housing, you may need to stay in a hotel that costs at least $90.00 per day (meals and local transportation not included).  You should plan a budget for additional living expenses and a significant increase in health insurance if your family accompanies or follows you later.

Please be aware that even though you have been admitted to Temple University and have received a Form I-20 or Form DS-2019 for admission, it is not unusual for U. S. consular officers to deny applications for visas submitted by dependents to come to the U.S. to accompany the primary student.  This office does not have any jurisdiction over this decision.

TRANSPORTATION

From JFK Airport, New York or Newark International Airport, New Jersey to Philadelphia 

For information about traveling to Philadelphia from the New York City area, detailed information is also available on-line at: http://www.mta.nyc.ny.us 
For information about traveling to Philadelphia from the Newark International Airport, detailed information is also available on-line at: http://www.njtransit.com
Limousine Service from JFK Airport, New York, or Philadelphia International Airport to Temple University

There are a number of limousine services available from the New York airport to the City of Philadelphia.  This is a safe, comfortable and relatively inexpensive form of transportation.  When you arrive at the airport, go to the information desk and ask for assistance in securing this service.  The limousines services will take you directly to Center City Philadelphia or the Temple University area.  Limousine services may not accept credit cards or personal checks, though a majority of them do accept traveler’s checks.  Please be aware that the Limousine fares generally do not exceed $60.00 from JFK Airport to Philadelphia Metropolitan area.

	Dave’s EST Inc.
	JFK to Philadelphia
	Approx. $50 per person
	215.288.1000

	Trinity Limo
	JFK to Philadelphia
	Approx. $55 per person
	610.586.6005


FROM THE PHILADELPHIA AIRPORT TO TEMPLE UNIVERSITY MAIN CAMPUS

By train: Take SEPTA Airport Line (R1) to Temple University. The fare is $6.00 one way; please note that there are machines to purchase your tickets before getting on the train. Tickets bought on the train are subject to a $2.00 surcharge. If you arrive to the Temple University stop after dark, stop at the Police Station at the foot of the Berks Street entrance.  They may be able to provide you with escort service. 

By taxi: The cost from the airport to Temple University Main Campus is approximately $30.00 plus tip.

FROM THE BUS TERMINAL OR 30TH STREET TRAIN STATION TO TEMPLE UNIV MAIN CAMPUS
By taxi:  The easiest and smartest thing to do is to take a taxicab to your destination.  Using public transportation (subways and buses) in a city you do not know while carrying a year’s worth of baggage is not recommended.  The taxi ride from the bus terminal to locations around Temple University is approximately $20.00 plus tips. It is worth the expense!

Because of the large number of new students and the varied times of arrival and ports of entry, it is not possible for us to meet students at the airport, train or bus terminals. Our office hours are Monday - Friday, 8:30 am to 5:00pm, Eastern Time.  University offices are closed on Saturdays and Sundays.
PERSONAL SAFETY
DO NOT CARRY LARGE AMOUNTS OF CASH. TRAVELER’S CHECKS ARE WIDELY ACCEPTED AND, IN CASE OF LOSS OR THEFT, MAY BE REFUNDED.
If you have any problems while traveling to or in the United States, please feel free to ask for help. In the airport and bus stations of large cities, the information desk is there to provide assistance to travelers.  Before your arrival in the US, it is advisable to obtain a small amount of U.S. coins and small bills for tipping, telephone calls and miscellaneous expenses.

When you arrive in any large city, you must take precautions so that you will not become the victim of crimes.  Crimes such as robbery or assault are unfortunately common in today’s society.  While certain situations cannot be prevented no matter what precautions are taken, there are a few things that you can do to decrease the chances of becoming a victim of crime:

· Do not carry or display large amounts of money or jewelry

· Always carry traveler’s checks, redeemable for instant cash at most banks or stores

· Use major credit cards such as VISA, MasterCard or American Express

· Use Money Access Cards (MAC)

· Do not go out alone at night, especially during the first few weeks you are living in Philadelphia 

It will take some time for you to feel comfortable and to become familiar with your surroundings.  If you must go out alone at night, it is better to take a taxi to and from your destination until you become familiar with the city.

CAUTION: Be careful when accepting help from strangers; they may not be trustworthy.  Ask a police officer or other person of authority for information.  Be aware of con artists—individuals offering schemes for you to get a lot of money for nothing.  These schemes are called scams. You will end up losing your money.  If you have any trouble, call the police immediately.
CAMPUS SECURITY 
	LOCATION
	PHONE NUMBER

	CAMPUS POLICE HEADQUARTERS

1101 W. Montgomery Ave.
	215.204.1234

	CAMPUS POLICE CENTER STATION

1900 Watts St.
	215.204.8895


FINANCES

During the first few weeks at Temple, you will have a number of expenses requiring the immediate availability of funds.  You should be aware that international bank drafts normally take a minimum of three (3) weeks to be processed by local banks.  Be prepared to pay tuition by credit card or traveler’s checks since you will not be able to open a bank account right away.  Also, when you deposit an international check into a bank account in the United States, you should expect that the funds will not be available for at least one week.   AGAIN, DO NOT CARRY LARGE AMOUNTS OF CASH!!!

Initial living Expenses:  You may expect to encounter several expenses if you rent an apartment off campus.  These include such items as security deposits (equivalent to one or two months’ rent paid in advance), payment of first month’s rent, furnishings (if the apartment is unfurnished), utility deposits (electricity, telephone, gas, etc.), and kitchen and other household supplies.  All students also have to purchase textbooks, supplies, classroom equipment, clothing, and food.  We estimate that you should have at least $2,000 - $3,000 available to meet these initial expenses.

If you are awarded a University fellowship or graduate assistantship or receive a participant stipend from an exchange program, please be aware that you will not receive your first check for at least three to four weeks after the semester begins.  Therefore you must also have sufficient money available to meet the first month’s expense (approximately $1,000-$2,000).

EXPENSES OFTEN OVERLOOKED


1. Taxi fares, meals and tips (usually 15-20% of the bill before sales tax)

2. Hotel occupancy tax (15%)

3. Sales taxes (7% in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)

THE COST OF HIGHER EDUCATION

The cost of higher education in the U.S. is extremely expensive compared to other nations.  In order for Temple University to issue you a Form I-20 or Form DS-2109, you will have documented that you have adequate financial resources for a minimum of the first academic year of study and living expenses.  Do not rely on the hope of earning extra money after you enroll at Temple University.  Financial assistance is almost nonexistent for international students, and employment opportunities are extremely limited.  International students are not eligible for U.S. educational loans, nor are they eligible to pay “in-state” tuition.  Out-of-state tuition is considerably higher than the in-state rate.  If you arrive at Temple without sufficient funding for your entire course of study, you may be forced to end your program prematurely and have to return home early.

INTENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAM (IELP)

The IELP is recommended for those who do not require additional coursework in English but would like to improve their English listening or speaking comprehension before beginning a rigorous academic program.  Each class is specially designed for non-native English speakers.  Students will be integrated into IELP classes and instructed by experienced English teachers in a small group so that each student can meet his/her English language needs in a short period of time.  If you are interested in this program please contact the IELP office directly.

	1700 N. Broad St.

Suite 211

Temple University

Philadelphia, PA19122

Phone: 215.204.7899

Fax: 215.204.3892

ielp@temple.edu

www.temple.edu/ielp



HEALTH INSURANCE

Temple University requires all new and continuing international students in Nonimmigrant Student (F-1 or J-1) status to obtain health insurance that meets certain minimum standards as determined by the United States Department of State.  The minimum health insurance coverage as determined by the Department of State is:
· A maximum deductible of U.S.$500 per accident or illness

· Payment of at least 75% of covered expenses

· Medical benefits of at least U.S.$50,000 per accident or illness

· Repatriation benefits of at least U.S.$7,500

· Medical evacuation benefits of at least U.S.$10,000

There are only two ways to meet this requirement:

1. Enroll officially in the University-sponsored program. 
You must complete an on-line enrollment application via Independence Blue Shield (http://www.ibx.com/temple_students) between August 18th – September 30th. All enrollments are for a twelve-month period. The effective dates of coverage are from September 1st, 2008 – August 31st, 2009. You must reenroll each September to continue the enrollment. 

You will receive information regarding open enrollment periods once you are registered for classes.  You will not be covered by this health insurance policy if you do not complete these forms even though you pay for the charges. 

OR
2. Waive this requirement by
A. Completing and submitting to the University Benefits Office an application to waive the University-provided coverage; AND
B. Providing proof of “outside” coverage to the Benefits Office.  You must present a photocopy of your outside insurance coverage (translated into English) with a complete Waiver form during one of the Open Enrollment/Waiver Meetings. If the outside insurance coverage does not provide coverage for Medical Evacuation and Repatriation, you must complete an enrollment form for this insurance. 
Questions about the mandatory medical health insurance should be directed to University Office of Benefits Office by telephone at (215) 204-1321 or by e-mail velda.fletcher-jones@temple.edu.
Health insurance coverage is not required for dependents in Nonimmigrant Student Dependent (F-2) status.  However, the University strongly recommends that such coverage be purchased.  Please note that the United States Department of State requires health insurance coverage for dependents in Nonimmigrant Student Dependent (J-2) status.  

NOTE: Temple’s student health insurance plan does not cover the costs of dental and eye care.
EMPLOYMENT RESTRICTIONS

Anyone who wishes or needs to work off-campus must first consult with the Office of International Services.  Working without first obtaining written authorization is a violation of your student status and can jeopardize your stay in the United States.  You are not eligible to begin any type of off-campus employment until you have been in lawful full-time non-immigrant status for at least two semesters. 

You should not plan to earn extra money through employment during the first year (other than assistantships).  This includes summer and other vacation periods.  Most students find it necessary to devote most of their time and energy to adapting to the new environment and to their studies.  In addition, to obtain your student visa, you will have to satisfy both the University and the United States Consul that you have sufficient funds available to meet your expenses for the first year.  You also must have a reasonable expectation that these funds will be available throughout your academic program.

You may work on-campus if you are pursuing a full course of study and are in good academic standing.  Employment is limited to 20 hours a week during the academic year. Work may be full-time during vacation periods.

Individuals in Nonimmigrant Student Dependent (F-2) status are not permitted to engage in any employment for any form of compensation.  Individuals in Nonimmigrant Student Dependent (J-2) status may apply to the USCIS for work authorization.

CLIMATE AND DRESS

The temperature in Philadelphia: cold winters (15-40 degrees F;-20C to 5C) and hot, humid summers (80-100 degrees F; approximately 30C) Fall and spring are transitional seasons.  For information about the current weather, you may go to the web site of The Weather Channel at http://www.weather.com/weather/local/19122. 

University students dress informally.  Jeans, slacks, blouses and T-shirts are acceptable for women and men.  If you want to, you may bring traditional attire to wear to international campus events.

TU-INTL:  THE ELECTRONIC DISTRIBUTION LIST

All international students are strongly encouraged to subscribe to TU-INTL, an electronic distribution list maintained by the Office of International Services.  This list allows students to receive vital information from this office, including information about changes in immigration regulations and announcements regarding various events and office closings.  To subscribe, please send an e-mail message to the Office of International Services at ois@temple.edu and ask to be subscribed to the list.
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� All visa application forms are available for download at http://www.travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/forms/forms_1342.html
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