Food & Water Watch

Internship/Volunteer opportunity for those interested in food/agriculture issues, environmentalism, child safety, consumer advocacy, public policy, genetically modified foods, toxics, and/or grassroots organizing. 

 

Food and Water Watch is rolling out its School Milk Campaign to provide schools access to rBGH-free milk.  rBGH is a genetically engineered hormone which keeps cows at a artificially high level of milk production.  Most of the world has already banned the use of rBGH, including the EU, Japan, Canada, and Australia, due to its health impacts for both humans and animals.  

  

Despite heavy lobbying and misinformation campaigns from the factory farming industry, consumer preference for rBGH-free milk is overwhelming, which has led retailers including Walmart, Kroger, and Safeway to switch to rBGH-free fluid milk.  However, as this unsafe milk increasingly loses its outlets in the retail market, school cafeterias have become the last dumping ground.  The School Milk Campaign is working for reform in the public school milk program for two reasons.  First, school children, a vulnerable segment of the public, are unwittingly drinking milk that has been linked to serious health issues, including breast, colon, and prostate cancer.  Second, public school systems use a lot of milk, and making rBGH-free milk the norm in public school will likely be the last nail in the coffin for the use of rBGH in the United States.  

 

This session, Congress will be considering this issue, and we are asking Representative Sestak to be a champion in allowing schools access to artificial hormone-free and organic milk.  

 

All internships will include these three aspects to varying degrees, however, when you apply, please indicate the area in which you are most interested. 

 

Media and Events: communicates with the media, pitches our story to reporters, prepares press releases and advisories, writes letters to the editor, plans letter-to-the-editor writing events, helps to plan visibility events like the March 11th "Know Your Milk" Day of Action

 

Grassroots: community recruitment through phone, in-person, and e-mail communication, helps build a core team of activists to work on the campaign and pressure Representative Sestak

 

Political Intern: helps to plan and execute an in-district meeting with Representative Sestak, tracks PA's Senators and Representative Sestak on this issue, fosters positive relationships with Sestak's staff

 

Learn how to run an effective grassroots/advocacy campaign and make a different by interning with Food and Water Watch on the School Milk campaign!

 

The hours of this unpaid internship are flexible, but most interns will dedicate between 17 and 30 hours per week.  

 

Please send a resume to shildebrand@fwwatch.org to apply.  We will set up an interview time as soon as possible.

