Obtaining Computers for Children with Disabilities

A Worksheet for Parents’ Personal Use 
For children with disabilities, a computer may be the only way they can participate in certain activities.  In that case, the computer (including hardware and software and the services necessary to use them) may be considered “assistive technology”.  If you think your child needs a computer for school or home, use the following worksheet as a tool to help you determine and support your child's need for a computer and related hardware, software, and services.  After completing the worksheet, you should have a better idea of how to approach obtaining a computer and related assistive technology for your child. Note this worksheet is for your personal use, and should not be returned to Pennsylvania’s Initiative on Assistive Technology (PIAT).

SYMBOL 58 \f "Wingdings"  Why do you think your child needs a computer?     

I think my child needs a computer because. . .

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SYMBOL 58 \f "Wingdings"  Have you identified the educational goals that the computer will help your child achieve?
Yes  SYMBOL 113 \f "Wingdings"

No  SYMBOL 113 \f "Wingdings"
For example, a computer may help students improve written expression; complete assignments in a reasonable amount of time; assist in electronic research.  If the computer is necessary for your child to benefit from education, consider requesting the computer through your local school district.  

The educational goals my child will achieve as a result of having a computer include. . .

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

SYMBOL 58 \f "Wingdings"  Have you identified other ways in which a computer will help your child's

development?

Yes  SYMBOL 113 \f "Wingdings"

No  SYMBOL 113 \f "Wingdings"
For example, a computer may help children to play, socialize, and lengthen attention span.

A computer will help my child. . .

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SYMBOL 58 \f "Wingdings"  Has your child had a computer evaluation? 
Yes  SYMBOL 113 \f "Wingdings"

No  SYMBOL 113 \f "Wingdings"
An evaluation may be necessary to determine the types of computer hardware and software that are appropriate for your child.  An evaluation should also identify any adaptations your child will require in order to access the computer.

An evaluation was provided by ____________________________________

The evaluator recommended a computer because. . .

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The evaluator recommended the following services, as well as equipment, software, or other adaptations for access. . .

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SYMBOL 58 \f "Wingdings"  Have you identified when, where, and how often your child will be using the computer?
Yes  SYMBOL 113 \f "Wingdings"

No  SYMBOL 113 \f "Wingdings"
The computer may be needed in the classroom; in the library or resource room or at home. 

My child will be using the computer during. . .

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SYMBOL 58 \f "Wingdings"  Are the computer hardware, software, and services necessary to use them included in your child's Individualized Education Program (IEP) or Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP)? 
Yes  SYMBOL 113 \f "Wingdings"

No  SYMBOL 113 \f "Wingdings"


If you anticipate that the computer your child needs will be provided through your local school district or through Early Intervention, the computer should be written into your child's IEP or IFSP. 
The following hardware, software, and assistive technology service(s) are included in my child's IEP/IFSP. . . 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

For more information about funding sources for computers (including used equipment), or for demonstrations or the opportunity to borrow and try out computers, software, and adaptations, or to request this document in alternate formats, contact Pennsylvania’s Initiative on Assistive Technology at 800-204-PIAT (7428) voice, 866-268-0579 TTY; fundat@temple.edu, or visit the website at  http://disabilities.temple.edu.
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