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List of Legal Advocacy Organizations 

There are many statewide and local advocacy organizations that can help if your request for assistive technology has been denied.  For example, if you are a Medical Assistance beneficiary and your request for a wheelchair has been denied by Medical Assistance, you should file an appeal right away. If the first appeal is denied, you should file a second appeal. If the second appeal is denied, you could contact the Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania for assistance with the next step in the appeals process.  If you are a person with a disability and have little or no income and your application for Medical Assistance has been denied, the Pennsylvania Health Law Project may provide you with free direct representation for your appeal.   In this example, you may be assisted by an attorney or by an advocate who is supervised by an attorney.  Another way you may wish to use the legal advocates in this list is to request legal information or advice on matters related to assistive technology. You may also find valuable information on the websites of these organizations.  

Please be advised that listings in this document are for informational purposes only and do not imply recommendation or endorsement.

This list contains the following sections: 



1. Statewide Legal Advocacy Organizations (pages 1-4)
2. Community Legal Advocaty Organizations (pages 5-6)
3. University-Based Law Clinics (pages 7-8)
4. Legal Services for Older Adults (page 8)
5. National Legal Advocacy Organizations (page 9)

1. Statewide Advocacy Organizations

Client Assistance Program (CAP)

Center for Disability Law & Policy
Toll Free Voice / TTY: 888-745-2357
E-mail: info@equalemployment.org
Website: www.equalemployment.org
Philadelphia




Harrisburg

1617 JFK Boulevard, Suite 800

2 N. 2nd St., Suite 100


Philadelphia, PA 19103


Harrisburg, PA 17101

Voice/TTY: 215-557-7112


Voice: 717-236-8800 
Fax: 215-557-7602



Fax: 717-236-8800
The Client Assistance Program provides free advocacy services to individuals with disabilities throughout Pennsylvania who may be seeking or receiving services (including assistive technology) from the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR), including the Bureau of Blindness and Visual Services (BBVS), Supported Employment Programs (SEPs), and Centers for Independent Living (CILs).  CAP services consist of information and referral, mediation / negotiation, and assistance with appeals. 

The Center for Disability Law & Policy (CDLP) provides advocacy to individuals with disabilities throughout Pennsylvania. This includes assisting those individuals to pursue administrative, legal and other remedies to ensure the protection of their rights under the Rehabilitation Act and Americans with Disabilities Act. 

The CDLP website contains informative publications, such as A Guide to Disability Rights and Job Applicants and the Americans with Disabilities Act. .

Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania
Voice: 800-692-7443  

TTY: 877-375-7139 

Email: Intake@drnpa.org
Website: http://drnpa.org
Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania (DRN) is a statewide, non-profit corporation designated as the federally-mandated organization to advance and protect the civil rights of adults and children with disabilities. DRN works with people with disabilities and their families, organizations, and advocates. DRN works to ensure the rights of people with disabilities to live in their communities with the services they need, to receive a full and inclusive education, to live free of discrimination, abuse, and neglect, and to have control and self-determination over their services. DRN promotes equal and unhindered access to employment, transportation, public accommodations, and government services for people with disabilities. DRN activities focus on the rights of people with disabilities to vocational, habilitative, post-secondary educational, health, and other services, including assistive technology.  DRN identifies systemic issues which are important to people with disabilities and seeks change and reform through litigation, administrative advocacy, and public education.
DRN has offices throughout Pennsylvania. The centralized intake service will refer you  to the office closet to you If it is determined that you need further assistance.
DRN’s web site contains publications about assistive technology, such as How Nursing Facility Residents Can Get Assistive Technology: 5 Simple Steps and How to Get Assistive Technology from Access Plus (Fee for Service Medical Assistance).
Education Law Center of PA (ELC-PA)

Website: www.elc-pa.org 


Philadelphia 




Pittsburgh



The Philadelphia Building


1901 Law and Finance Building


1315 Walnut Street, 4th Floor

429 Fourth Ave.

Philadelphia, PA  19107


Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Voice: 215-238-6970 


Voice: 412-391-5225 


TTY: 215-789-2498 



TTY: 412-467-8940





FAX: 215-772-3125 


FAX: 412-391-4496 


E-mail: elc@elc-pa.org 


Email: szelno@elc-pa.org
ELC-PA is a non-profit law firm dedicated to ensuring that all children in Pennsylvania receive a quality public education. ELC-PA has worked to make good public education a reality for Pennsylvania’s most vulnerable students –poor children, children of color, children with disabilities, English language learners, children in foster homes and institutions, and others.  ELC-PA also provides training and information-sharing, advocates for children in Harrisburg and Washington, and works with media.  They have a number of collaborations with citizen groups around the state, with whom they are seeking change locally and at the state level.

The ELC-PA website has publications about assistive technology, including Assistive Technology for Special Needs Children, Overview of the Special Education Process, and Students with Disabilities Attending Public Charter Schools. 
Pennsylvania Health Law Project (PHLP)
Toll-Free Helpline: Voice: 800-274-3258 or TTY: 866-236-6310 

E-mail: staff@phlp.org

Website: www.phlp.org
Philadelphia




Harrisburg

437 Chestnut St, Suite 900


1414 N. Cameron Street, Suite 


Philadelphia, PA 19106


Harrisburg, PA 17103
Voice: 215-625-3663


Voice: 717-236-6310


Fax: 215-625-3879



Fax: 717-236-6311 
Pittsburgh
650 Smithfield St, Suite 2130

Pittsburgh, PA 

Voice: 412-434-5779 

Fax: 412-434-0128 
PHLP provides free legal services to lower-income consumers, seniors, and persons with disabilities who are having trouble accessing publicly funded healthcare coverage or services. If you are denied or terminated from enrollment in a publicly funded healthcare program, or if you have a service such as assistive technology denied, reduced, or terminated, PHLP may provide you free direct representation on your appeal. For assistance, please call 1-800-274-3258 or 1-866-236-6310 TTY or send an e-mail message to staff@phlp.org. 
PHLP also works on health policy changes that may impact Pennsylvanians in greatest need, and provides training on changes in health insurance coverage for low income people, individuals with disabilities, and older peoples. Their website contains publications about healthcare programs for these groups of individuals, such as Medicare and Medicaid for Persons with Disabilities: A Manual for Advocates and Consumers and Home and Community Services (HCGS): A Manual for Consumers and Advocates.
Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project
www.pailp.org
Main and Eastern Office

(Covering the Eastern region of the state

as well as general issues for the entire state)

Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project 
The Cast Iron Building
718 Arch Street, Suite 304 South
Philadelphia, PA 19106
 Voice:  215-925-2966 
 Fax:  215-925-5337
Central Office

(Covering the Central region of the state

as well as federal prison issues)
Lewisburg Prison Project

PO Box 128

Lewisburg, PA 17827-0128

Voice: 570-523-1104 

Fax: 570-523-3944

Western Office

(Covering the Western region of the state)

Community Justice Project
1705 Allegheny Building
429 Forbes Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15219
Voice: 412-434-6002 

The Institutional Law Project provides free legal services to Pennsylvania residents who have low income and are institutionalized in prisons, jails, state hospitals, and state centers. Eligible consumers may receive services such as direct representation in civil matters; information and referral; class action representation, and advocacy. For example, PAILP can help individuals with disabilities who are in prison acquire assistive technology that is necessary for them to perform activities of daily living. 
2. Community Legal Advocacy Organizations   
Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network, Inc. (PLAN)
118 Locust Street 

 Harrisburg, PA 17101-1414
Voice: 717-236-9486 or 800-322-7572
Website: www.palegalservices.org
PLAN. (formerly Pennsylvania Legal Services) is a client-centered organization that provides leadership, funding, and support to improve the availability and quality of civil legal aid for low income people and victims of domestic violence in Pennsylvania. 
The community legal assistance organizations in the PLAN provide legal services in the areas of denial or termination of benefits (including AT) in government programs such as Social Security, SSI (Supplemental Security Income), Unemployment Compensation as well as other areas related to family matters, housing, and consumer problems. These benefits may be key to obtaining assistive technology.
The community legal assistance organizations throughout Pennsylvania and the counties they serve are listed below. Most of them have one or more offices in each county they serve.  Only the main or central office for each organization is listed in this document.
Northwestern Legal Services

Serving Cameron, Crawford, Elk, Erie, Forest, McKean, Mercer, Potter, Venango, and Warren counties

New clients call: 814-452-6957 (Erie) or 800-665-6957 (Outside Erie)
E-mail for all offices: nwls@nwls.org
Website for all offices: www.nwls.org
Southwestern Pennsylvania Legal Services Consortium 

Laurel Legal Services, Inc.

Serving: Armstrong, Clarion, Cambria, Indiana, Jefferson, and Westmoreland counties
306 S. Pennsylvania Avenue

Greensburg, PA 15601

Voice:  800-253-9558 or 724-836-2211

Fax: 724-836-3680

E-Mail: csheehan@mail.wpalaw.org
Neighborhood Legal Services Association (NLSA)

Serving: Allegheny, Beaver, Butler and Lawrence Counties

928 Penn Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Voice:  412-255-6700

E-mail for all offices: racunas@nauticom.net
Website for all offices: www.nlsa.us
Southwestern PA Legal Services
Serving: Fayette, Greene, Somerset and Washington Counties
10 W. Cherry Avenue
Washington, PA 15301
Client Hotline: 888-855-3873

MidPenn Legal Services

Serving: Adams, Bedford, Berks, Blair, Centre, Clearfield, Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, Fulton, Huntington, Juniata, Lancaster, Lebanon, Mifflin, Perry, Schuylkill and York counties
213 A N. Front Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101

Voice: 717-234-0492 
Toll free: 800-932-0356 

Fax:717-234-0863 

Website for all Offices: www.midpenn.org
North Penn Legal Services

Serving: Bradford, Carbon, Clinton, Columbia, Lackawanna, Lehigh, Luzerne, Lycoming, Monroe, Montour, Northampton, Northumberland, Pike, Snyder, Sullivan, Susquehanna, Tioga, Union, Wayne and Wyoming Counties
65 East Elizabeth Avenue, Suite 800

Bethlehem, PA 18018

Voice: 610-317-8757
Fax: 610-317-8778

Website: www.northpennlegal.org
Legal Aid of Southeastern Pennsylvania

Serving: Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery counties

Centralized Telephone Intake: 877-429-5994

Website: www.lasp.org
Philadelphia Legal Services Programs 
Serving: Philadelphia County
Community Legal Services (CLS)
     
1424 Chestnut Street




Philadelphia, PA 19102



Voice: 215-981-3700 
Fax: (215) 981-0434

Website: www.clsphila.org



Philadelphia Legal Assistance

42 S. 15th Street, Suite 500

Philadelphia, PA 19102

Voice: 215-981-3800

Website: www.philalegal.org
3. University Based Legal Clinics

Disability Law Clinic

c/o Dickinson School of Law

of The Pennsylvania State University

45 N. Pitt Street 

Carlisle, PA 17013

 Voice: 717-240-5203

Website: http://www.dsl.psu.edu/clinic/disability.cfm
The Disability Law Clinic provides free legal services to individuals with disabilities who live in Cumberland County, and who cannot afford the services of a private attorney. 

Services are provided to assist individuals with resolving issues, such as SSI claims; disability discrimination; Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) claims; special education problems; Social Security Disability claims, and other disability matters. 

Harrisburg Civil Law Clinic

2300 Vartan Way

Harrisburg, PA 17110

Voice:717-541-0320 
Fax: 717-909-0442
The Widener University School of Law Harrisburg Campus established the Harrisburg Civil Law Clinic. The Clinic provides high-quality legal services to individuals who might otherwise be unable to obtain legal representation, including those with disabilities. The Clinic coordinates its efforts with MidPenn Legal Services and works with the YWCA Domestic Violence Clinics. 

The Harrisburg Civil Law Clinic provides legal services in a wide range of areas, including landlord / tenant disputes, employment Compensation claims, and Social Security Disability claims. 

University of Pittsburgh School of Law

Civil Practice Clinic

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 7226

Pittsburgh, PA 15213-0221

Location: Sennott Square, Room 5220

South Bouquet St. and Forbes Ave.

Voice:  412-648-1300

E-Mail: cpc@law.pitt.edu 

Website: www.law.pitt.edu/academics/programs/clinic 

The Civil Practice Clinic offers legal services to residents of Southwestern Pennsylvania who do not have the resources to hire private attorneys. The Civil Practice Clinic represents older adults, children with AIDS, and people with disabilities in cases involving denial of health care benefits under Medicare, Medicaid, SSI programs, and private insurance. They also handle other legal issues, such as guardianship and simple estate planning.
Temple University Legal Aid
1719 N. Broad Street

Philadelphia, PA 19122

Voice: 215-204-1800 

Fax : 215-204-5521 

Temple University's Legal Aid office provides free legal assistance to low-income families, individuals, and senior citizens in the Philadelphia area. The Legal Aid office handles a variety of cases including family law (excluding divorce), HIV and cancer, and some disability matters. 

4. Legal Services for Older Adults
There are many legal advocacy services specifically geared to the needs of older adults.  You may be able to find additional contacts through your community legal services organization (listed earlier in this document). 
AARP Legal Advice Line

Voice: 866-330-0753
By calling the AARP Legal Advice Line, individuals age 50 and older can receive    referrals to local participating lawyers.  For AARP members, legal services provided by participating lawyers may include a free initial legal consultation of up to 30 minutes (if income falls within guidelines), low-cost simple wills and power of attorney documents, or a reduction off participating attorneys’ usual fees. Non AARP members can utilize the advice line at a charge of $3.00 per minute plus the cost of any additional services.  For example, Margaret called the AARP Legal Advice Line about a denial she received when she applied for a power wheelchair from her insurance company. She was referred to a lawyer in her area who was able to advise her on the appeal process.
Pennsylvania SeniorLAW Helpline 

Voice: 877-PA-SR-LAW (727-7529) 
FAX: 215-988-1243

E-Mail: Info@seniorlawcenter.org
www.seniorlawcenter.org 

The Pennsylvania SeniorLAW Helpline is a free, state-wide, legal information, advice, and referral service for Pennsylvania senior citizens (60 and older). It is staffed by attorneys and operates from Monday through Friday, from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Interpretation services are provided in 150 languages. They can provide legal assistance with Medicare and Medicaid denials of wheelchairs and speech generating devices.
6. National Legal Advocacy Organizations
Assistive Technology Law Center

401 East State Street, Suite 300
Ithaca, NY 14850
Voice:  607-277-7286
Fax:  607-277-5239
Email:  lgolinker@aol.com 

Lewis Golinker, Esq. provides legal assistance to individuals who have been denied funding for speech generating devices from any health-based funding program.  He also provides legal assistance to individuals who have been denied third-party funding for appropriate mobility aids or devices based on the "in the home" medical need limitation.
The Public Interest Law Center of Philadelphia 
125 S. Ninth Street, Suite 700
Philadelphia, PA 19107
Voice: 215-627-7100
Fax: 215-627-3183

Website: www.pilcop.org
The Public Interest Law Center of Philadelphia (PILCOP) is dedicated to advancing the Constitutional promise of equal citizenship to all persons irrespective of race, ethnicity, national origin, disability, gender or poverty. PILCOP primarily represents individuals and organizations in Philadelphia and throughout the nation in civil rights cases that will benefit significant numbers of persons. The victories PILCOP secures in the courtroom result in policy changes and reforms that end abusive and discriminatory practices against thousands of minorities, children, persons with disabilities and other historically disenfranchised groups.  PILCOP’s efforts are focused primarily in the areas of the delivery of health care services to children, education funding and quality, the rights of persons with disabilities (including assistive technology), environmental health and justice, fair housing, employment discrimination and urban policing.
The contents of this List of Advocates were developed by Pennsylvania's Initiative on Assistive Technology (PIAT) a program of the Institute on Disabilities at Temple University.  PIAT is funded through a grant from the US Department of Education, Rehabilitation Services Administration, under the Assistive Technology Act of 1998, as amended.  The contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the US Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal government.
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