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What is assistive technology? 
An assistive technology device is any device used by a person with a disability in order to communicate, work, play, learn, do chores at home, or get around in the community. Assistive technology devices can increase the ability of individuals with disabilities and older adults to be independent, contributing, and included members of their communities.

Assistive technology services help people with disabilities identify, obtain, and use assistive technology devices.
What is Pennsylvania’s Assistive Technology Lending Library?
Pennsylvania’s Assistive Technology Lending Library is a free service which enables Pennsylvanians with disabilities of all ages to try a variety of assistive technology devices, in order to decide what device is best suited to their needs. Pennsylvania’s Assistive Technology Lending Library is supported by state dollars with additional funding from Pennsylvania’s Initiative on Assistive Technology (PIAT), vendors and contributions from users.

The inventory of Pennsylvania’s Assistive Technology Lending Library consists of assistive technology devices which can be easily shipped, do not require installation or permanent modifications and do not involve weight bearing. There are local branches of Pennsylvania’s Assistive Technology Lending Library across the Commonwealth, as well as regional Assistive Technology Resource Centers (ATRCs) that can help you learn more about the devices and how to borrow them. If you don’t know what you need, would like to see devices demonstrated, need help in learning to use the device, or if you successfully try a device and need help in acquiring it for your own use, the ATRC staff can help.

Pennsylvania’s Assistive Technology Lending Library is a free program available to all Pennsylvanians with disabilities, regardless of age or disability, who would like to try out assistive technology devices prior to purchasing them. 

What devices are available through Pennsylvania’s Assistive Technology Lending Library?
There is a wide selection of devices for you to borrow, including devices that can help you: Communicate with others

· Control your environment

· Hear what others are saying

· Do everyday activities

· Access computers

· Read printed materials

If the device you want to try is not available in the inventory, the ATRC may be able to help you find other ways to borrow or try the device.

How does Pennsylvania’s Assistive Technology Lending Library work?
Requests to borrow equipment may be made by you, your family member, friend or advocate, or someone who is presently helping you with your assistive technology needs (e.g. therapist, teacher, rehabilitation counselor). For devices that are complicated, you may be asked to identify someone who is familiar with the device who will help you use it during a loan period. Employers, schools and university faculty may also borrow.

Return your completed application to the ATRC serving your region for processing.  

After your application is received by the ATRC, you will be informed of an actual or approximate shipping date. Your device will be delivered to you, and is yours to use for the specified loan period. When the loan period is over, the device will be picked up and returned to the Lending Library. There is no cost to you for pick up or delivery of the device. Anyone interested in borrowing a device can get an application and view the equipment catalog online or an application can be requested by calling toll-free:
877-PA AT LEND (877-722-8536) voice/TTY 

800-204-PIAT (800-204-7428) voice

866-268-0579 TTY
For more information 

For more information about Pennsylvania’s Assistive Technology Lending Library or for the Assistive Technology Resource Center nearest you email: atlend@temple.edu or go to the website at http://disabilities.temple.edu/atlend
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