Doohickeys, Thingamabobs, and Whatchamacallits:

Activity Description

Purpose:  

To provide an awareness-level, interactive training activity on assistive technology for employment.  
Time:  

10-30 minutes, depending on time frame and/or size of group.
Materials:  


AT & Employment Demonstration Kit items

Additional devices provided by trainer (optional)
Description:
Doohickeys, Thingamabobs and Whatchamacallits was developed to provide an interactive, hands-on experience for participants to become more comfortable with assistive technology.  This method requires a different training approach than traditional “stand-in-the-front-of-the-room” training.  Using this approach the trainer must be a facilitator.  He/she must be flexible and able to convey critical information while interacting with the participants.  A general overview of how this format works is described below.

Participants are divided into groups that may vary in size from as few as two people per group to as many as eight to ten. Each group is given two, three, or whatever number is appropriate, assistive technology devices selected by the presenter.  Each group works together to decide on a name, price, and three uses for its assigned devices.  When finished, each group shares its results with the rest of the participants.  During this part of the activity the facilitator elaborates on the ideas of the groups and provides additional information on assistive technology while emphasizing four key points:
1. Assistive technology devices range from low tech to high tech;

2. Not all assistive technology devices are specialized; 

3. Assistive technology is not just devices but also services,
4. Assistive technology can be identified or created by anyone who is resourceful.
Preparation:
· Make sure the room used for the training can be easily arranged to accommodate the formation of groups.

· Carefully select two to three assistive technology devices for each group that allow you to make the key points for the training.
· Photocopy or print sufficient quantity of worksheets for participants.
· Think about stories you can tell that relate to each piece of technology being used (including how services relate to each item).

· If you do not have a story to tell about a particular device, think about the different ways the device could be used.

Activity:
· Ask the participants to divide into small groups.  The number of groups and the size of each group may vary with each presentation.  Ask each group to select a spokesperson. 
· Tell participants:  “I am going to give each group two (or three) devices.  For each device I would like your group to come to agreement on three things.  First, decide on a name of the item.  Second, think of two or three ways the item could be used to help do an employee complete a job task. Third, estimate how much it costs.  Spend no more than 5 minutes (or whatever time you predetermine) discussing and writing your ideas, and then we will get back together to see what you have come up with.”

· Hand out the devices and worksheets, and tell the groups to begin.

· While the groups are working, circulate among them in order to facilitate an even flow of interaction among each group’s members.

· After 5 minutes (or whatever time you predetermine), stop the activity.  If not all of the groups are finished, ask them to quickly give their best guesses.  (Five to ten minutes is just a reasonable guideline, and the amount of time for this section can vary depending on how much time is allotted for the entire training).
· Groups share their results.
· After the spokesperson describes each device, you, as the facilitator, interject stories and additional information about each device while emphasizing the key points of the activity.  You may have additional devices to contrast with a device presented in the activity.  This is repeated with each group, until all the assistive technology devices have been discussed.  
Here are two examples of information provided by one group on pieces of assistive technology from the AT & Employment Demonstration Kit.  
Picture,  Large Button and Amplified Telephone 
Sample response from the group: “This is a picture phone. It has large numbers and keys for people who don’t see well, or have trouble pressing small keys. There is a way to control volume, too, for someone who doesn’t hear well. The photos can help someone use speed dial without having to remember numbers. We think it costs about $125.00.”

Information Provided by Presenter:
· Name of item and functions:  This is called the Amplified Photo Phone P-300.  It is an amplified telephone, with large buttons and pictures.
· This telephone can be used by people with hearing disabilities or fine motor impairments.  The photo keys are useful for anyone who has trouble remembering numbers or sequences of numbers – they can use faces (e.g. boss, job coach) or symbols (e.g. copy center, security, front desk).
· Services include the need for someone to take and apply photos and program the speed dial functions.
· This telephone is from a specialized company (www.ameriphone.com/) or catalog (Maxi-Aids) but may be found in other types of general catalogs.     
· Cost:  $49.95, but it can be found at various prices, so it’s a good idea to comparison shop.
Non-skid Shelf Liner
Sample response from the group:  “We’re not sure, but it looks like the shelf liner they sell at Wal-Mart. It looks like it could help keep things from slipping. It costs about $3.00.”

Information Provided by Presenter:
· Name of item and function: This is drawer liner.  It stabilizes objects, such as plates, bowls, and crafts, while they are being used. Small pieces could be used to help grip jar lids for easier opening.
· This device may be purchased at housewares, home improvement, or variety stores, and costs anywhere from $1.00 - $2.99 per roll.  (Show the more expensive, specialized item, Dycem, which was purchased from Sammons Preston and costs $24.00 per roll.)

· Compare the features of each of these and discuss the advantages and disadvantages (e.g., Dycem is stickier and adheres to a surface better, but costs significantly more and requires ordering from a specialty store; Non-skid shelf liner is easy to find, inexpensive to purchase, but doesn’t grip items as well).
Conclusion:

Conclude the activity by summarizing the key points:

1. Assistive technology is not just devices but services.
2. Assistive technology can be low tech, medium tech, and high tech.
3. Assistive technology devices are not all specialized like the ones found in rehabilitation catalogs.
4. Assistive technology can be created by anyone who is resourceful.
Worksheet:  Doohickeys, Thingamabobs, and Whatchamacallits

Directions:  Identify one member of your group to be a notetaker, and one to be a reporter (she or he will share your group’s work with the rest of the participants).  For each item, guess the “proper” name of the item (or what you would call it), the price of the item, and three ways in which the item could serve as an assistive technology device.

Item #1
Name: __________________________________________________________

Price:  __________________________________________________________
Three ways in which this item may be used as an assistive technology device:

1.   _____________________________________________________________
2.   _____________________________________________________________

3.   _____________________________________________________________

Item #2
Name: __________________________________________________________

Price:  __________________________________________________________
Three ways in which this item may be used as an assistive technology device:

5. ____________________________________________________________________
6. _____________________________________________________________

7. _____________________________________________________________

Item #3
Name: __________________________________________________________

Price:  __________________________________________________________
Three ways in which this item may be used as an assistive technology device:

8. ____________________________________________________________________
9. _____________________________________________________________

10. _____________________________________________________________
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