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APPROVED COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ARTS

Philadelphia Arts & Culture

Contact: Ken Finkel, American Studies /CLA

What and where is the real Philadelphia? How can we get past the clichés to better understand and experience the city’s historic and legendary sense of itself? For more than three centuries, Philadelphia’s unique identity has been defined and redefined by a prodigious and prolific creative community: painters, sculptors, writers, performers, architects, planners, thinkers and more. We’ll explore Philadelphia’s evolving sense of itself through a broad range of examples and creative works from the 17th through the 20th centuries. And through this prism of expression, and the institutions that present and protect it, we’ll develop a deep understanding of Philadelphia as one of the nation’s most create cities. 

The Art of Sacred Space

Contact: Jane Evans, Art History/Tyler; Vaso Limberis and Karen Hersch, Classics/CLA 

Where do people go to communicate with the divine?  Explore with us where and how people of the many different cultures of the Greco-Roman world communicated with their gods. Why are graves and groves considered sacred space? When is a painting or sculpture considered sacred? Whom do the gods allow to enter a sacred building? Can a song be a prayer or a curse? How can dance sway the gods? Why do gods love processions and the smell of burning animals?  The journey through sacred space in Greco-Roman antiquity will engage your senses and your intellect, and will reveal a mindset both ancient and new.

Bending the Bard: Adapting Shakespeare for the Stage and Screen

Contact: Ted Latham, Music Studies/Boyer 

What is it about the Bard of Stratford-on-Avon? From the concert hall to the stage and silver screen, no other author’s works have inspired more adaptations than those of William Shakespeare. In this new century, as the “cult of originality” continues to grow at an exponential rate and celebrity is sought as an end in itself (see Hilton, Paris), why have the works of a man whose very identity is shrouded in mystery remained so popular? This course will explore Macbeth, A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Romeo and Juliet, and their adaptation by composers and choreographers. Students will then get a chance to “bend the Bard” on their own! 

The Dramatic Imagination: The Performing Arts in Society

Contact: Tony Hostetter, Theater/SCT

Theatre, dance, opera--our imaginations give us the natural ability to accept the make-believe worlds they create on stage. While it is the imagination that ultimately allows us to enjoy the performing arts, imagination also plays a role in creating these worlds.  Take advantage of our rich local arts community as you experience live performances in Philadelphia! We will use our imaginative capacities to deepen our own experience, while learning about the value of the arts, the controversies surrounding them, and differences in people’s perceptions of the performing arts as compared to other forms of entertainment.

The Jazz Century in America

Contact: Joellen Meglin, Dance/Boyer

What is jazz?  Students will explore its roots and reinventions in Ragtime, Hot Jazz, Blues, Swing, Bebop, Free Jazz, Rhythm & Blues, and Hip Hop throughout the 20th century in America.  We’ll experience its manifestations across media, screening dance films, listening to music, viewing visual art works, and reading poetry.  Then we’ll move into the studio to experience first-hand its rhythms, moods, dynamics, creative expression and improvisation.  A key theme will be how the individual and the collective nurture each other in jazz.  Intellectually, we’ll examine the historical and social backdrop and analyze the essential components of jazz.
The Creative Spirit: A Multidisciplinary View

Contact: Doug Wager, Theater /SCT

Man is the animal who creates, but why and how? Whether we are making art or making dinner, creativity ultimately makes a difference in our lives and the lives of others. In this course we will view creativity through the lens of the arts and explore the broader manifestations of the creative spirit in a variety of related fields and disciplines.  Students will learn the fundamental concepts of creativity and engage with artists, performers and working professionals exploring the central role creativity plays in their work. Explore your creativity in weekly hands-on group sessions augmented by periodic field visits to see performances, concerts, galleries, etc.  Be creative, follow your bliss and develop a passion for life-long learning! 

The Visual Experience: Arts of the Western World

Contact: Phil Betancourt, Art History/ Tyler

Philadelphia has extraordinary resources in the arts. This course will give you direct exposure to the visual arts, and help you understand their relationship with music, dance, theater, and the other artistic expressions that also form our heritage. Through visits to museums and performances, guest speakers, lectures, films and discussions, you will be introduced to the great monuments and the major movements that place the visual arts of the western world in a broad cultural framework. You will learn about the concepts that connect the progression of ideas in artistic communication and expression from the ancient world to modern times.
World Musics & Cultures

Contact: Lindsay Weightman, Steve Zohn, Music Studies/Boyer

Have you ever wondered why musical compositions from different parts of the world sound so dissimilar? Why does Japanese music employ silence as a structural element and Chinese melodies use only five notes? Discover how an artist’s creative imagination is molded by the cultural values of the society at large. Listen to guest musicians demonstrate different styles of playing and attend a live concert. Examine folk, art and popular music from around the world and discuss the wonderful and strange sounds that are produced.

The Arts in Cultural Context

Contact: Ben Rifkin, FGIS/CLA

This course views the arts as an expression of cultural identity as it occurs across the globe. Each semester, we will focus on a particular world region or country, including but not limited to Russia, Japan, and Latin America. The exploration of cultural identity begins with an overview of the region or country’s historical and religious influences and then studies the culture’s arts, including the visual arts (painting, sculpture), musical traditions, literature (folktales, national mythology), the vernacular arts (crafts, storytelling), film and theater.  This course includes local excursions or experiences that allow students to encounter the region’s arts firsthand, and thus, develop an understanding of a people’s cultural identity and the larger world.

The Art of Listening

Contact: Steven Kreinber, Music Studies/Boyer

Though music exists in virtually every culture on earth, few people understand why they are so deeply moved by music or why they enjoy it as much as they do. “The Art of Listening” challenges students to rethink their entire conception of music by focusing on active listening rather than passive, superficial hearing, and also challenges them to reconsider the importance of music not only to their own lives, but also to history and society. 

Using classical and popular musical compositions as examples, students will analyze and compare music selections in a range of styles drawn from periods ranging from the Renaissance to the present day. The course requires active involvement through attendance at live concerts by major performance ensembles in Philadelphia, such as The Philadelphia Orchestra, the Opera Company of Philadelphia, the Philadelphia Chamber Music Society, and jazz venues such as the Clef Club. Through guided listening assignments in and out of class students are asked not to become performers themselves, but to become discriminating consumers of music by recognizing different musical styles that they enjoy and prefer, by learning how and where one can locate live and recorded performances of particular works, by appreciating the qualities that make one performance of a work superior to another, and by pondering the inexplicable questions of what constitutes “talent” and “taste.”

HUMAN BEHAVIOR

Four Asian Models: Shaping Your Action

Contact: Shig Nagatomo, Religion/CLA

We incessantly engage ourselves in doing things. We are beings-at-doing. We define ourselves by the kind of actions we perform. How we act or conduct ourselves is shaped by the kind of self we construct for ourselves. And that self is shaped by the society into which we happen to be born. Self-identity, which is socially and culturally constructed by our experiences and interactions with others, carries a personal as well as an interpersonal meaning. Learn the four Asian paradigmatic cases of self-identity and examine your self in light of them.
Criminal Behavior

Contact: Jerry Ratcliffe, Criminal Justice/CLA

Although we like to think differently, committing crime is an extremely common human behavior. From the extremes of armed robbery or serial murder to the ordinary failure to declare income on tax returns or the tendency to speed on the highway, nearly everyone has broken the law and committed a crime at some point. Considering physiological, psychological and pharmacological factors, we explore the influences of family, peers and the effects of alcohol and drugs on the incidence of criminal behavior. And we examine how the urban and social environment encourages (or inhibits) opportunities to commit crime.
Disability Identity

Contact: John Shank, Health Studies/ CHP; Betsy Leebron, BTMM/SCT 

Odds are that each of us will encounter disability at some point in our lives, either directly or indirectly through family, friends, neighbors and colleagues.  What is it like to live with a disability, and how does disability intersect with other aspects of personal identity, like gender, race and culture?  Is disability socially and culturally defined?  Join us as we examine historical perspectives of disability marked by fear and discrimination and fueled by media portrayals.  We will then explore most recent indicators of personal, social, and environmental change that support disability identity and result in a more accommodating environment for us all.
Human Ecology

Contact: Chuck Weitz, Anthropology/CLA

Human hunters may have contributed to animal extinctions as early as 10,000 years ago;  civilizations in the ancient Near East developed complex irrigation networks that led to some of the area’s permanent deserts.  Since pre-history, humans had an impact on the environment, but changes in technology have magnified the scale of human influence.  Today, attempts at sustainable land use are often at odds with struggles for indigenous population rights, with population migration and increases in population size, or with desires to preserve areas for national parks or tourism, let alone attempts to exploit natural resources. Study the ecological principles underlying the relationship of humans with the environment and the explosion of conflicts surrounding modern environmental use.   

Language in Society

Contact: Aneta Pavlenko, CITE/ED

How did language come about? How many languages are there in the world? How do people co-exist in countries where there are two or more languages? How do babies develop language? Should all immigrants take a language test when applying for citizenship? Should English become an official language of the United States? In this course we will address these and many other questions, taking linguistic facts as a point of departure and considering their implications for our society. Through discussions and hands-on projects, students will learn how to collect, analyze, and interpret language data and how to make informed decisions about language and education policies as voters and community members.
Workings of the Mind: The Devil Made Me Do It 
Contact: Andrew Karpinski, Psychology/CLA

A Caucasian is heckled during his night-club act and goes into a rant against African-Americans. A celebrity is pulled over for DUI and goes into a rant against Jews. Both then claim that those behaviors are “not the real me.” They claim that they are not racist or bigoted. If they do indeed believe their denials, then we are left with a question: Why did they behave as they did? Perhaps we are not always in conscious control over what we do. Drawing on disciplines within psychology, including neuroscience and cognitive science, as well as clinical, developmental, evolutionary, and cultural psychology, we explore the possibility that we can process information and behave in response to information in ways that are out of our conscious control.

Youth Cultures

Contact: Renee Hobbs, BTMM/SCT; Marc Hill, Educ. Leadership & Policy Stud./ED; Peshe Kuriloff, Assoc. Dean/ED

What does a young, inner city, hip hop artist have in common with a D&D dungeonmaster? They share a life stage; both belong to a phenomenon called youth culture. Often rooted in gender, race, class, sexual preference and ethnicity, youth cultures enable young people to try on identities as they find their way to a clearer sense of self. Empowered by new technology tools​--cell phones, ipods, instant messaging--and with the luxury of infinite virtual space, students will analyze the process of identity formation, heighten their ability to communicate effectively with peers and other audiences, and come to appreciate the forces and contexts that drive youth cultures around the globe.
WORLD SOCIETY

Development and Globalization

Contact: Richard Deeg, Political Science/ CLA

Use historical and case study methods to study the differences between rich and poor nations and the varied strategies available for development in a globalizing world. Examine the challenges facing developing countries in historical and contemporary context and analyze the main social, cultural, and political factors that interact with the dynamic forces of the world economy. These include imperialism/colonialism, state formation, labor migration, demographic trends, gender issues in development, religious movements and nationalism, the challenges to national sovereignty, waves of democratization, culture and mass media, struggles for human rights, environmental sustainability, the advantages and disadvantages of globalization, and movements of resistance.
Religion in the World

Contact: Khalid Blankenship, Rebecca Alpert, Religion /CLA

Learn about the major religious traditions found worldwide today: Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and several indigenous traditions. Examine the beliefs, practices, and values of these groups in order to understand the worldviews and ways of life of the people who practice them. Our interdisciplinary analysis and interpretation of specific examples of religious experience will help shed light on the overall meaning of religion and human existence. We will carefully consider examples while also focusing on particular thematic issues, like cosmology and ritual. Develop appreciation for the religious vibrancy and diversity that exist in human cultures while you actively engage in the learning process through class presentation, class participation, paper-writing, and a self-selected field trip. 

War & Peace 

Contact: Jay Lockenour, History/CLA

Total war, weapons of mass destruction, genocide. These were not solely inventions of the twentieth century nor are they the natural consequences of a violent human nature. Leaders, armies, and the strategies they pursue are rooted in their social and political context. Weapons are the products of not merely technological but also historical and cultural development. Battles occur on a political and historical terrain. Learn how ancient ideology, medieval technology, modern propaganda, and more have changed how humans wage war and make peace.
World Affairs

Contact: Orfeo Fioreto, Mark Pollack, Political Science/ CLA

We live in a global age when events beyond our borders significantly affect our lives. Sharpen your understanding of international developments, including wars, economic globalization, wealth and poverty, the spread of democracy, environmental degradation, and global pandemics.  This course offers an introduction to the study of world affairs that gives you the conceptual tools to deepen your understanding of how major historical and current trends in the world affect your life and that of others around the globe.  Readings include historical documents, classic texts in the study of international relations, and current perspectives on the state of the world from multiple disciplinary perspectives. 

World Regions and Cultures: Diversity & Interconnections

Contact: Sydney White, Anthropology/CLA; Rickie Saunders, GUS/CLA

How does the process of globalization impact people in different culture regions?

Explore this central question through readings, discussions, mapping exercises, field trips to Philadelphia sites and special events that celebrate the international flavor of the city.  Focusing on four regions, we will learn how people cope with environmental problems like desertification, population growth, rapid migration to cities, and ethnic and religious clashes. We will investigate why some areas are mired in poverty and violence while others experience a growing economy and peaceful politics.  For each region we will read case studies illustrating both cultural continuity and change. 
Society in Literature & Film

Contact: Ben Rifkin, FGIS/CLA

Learn about a particular national culture—Russian, Indian, French, Japanese, Italian, for example, each focused upon in separate sections of this course—by taking a guided tour of its literature and film. You don’t need to speak Russian, Hindu, French or Japanese to take one of these exciting courses, and you will gain the fresh, subtle understanding that comes from integrating across different forms of human expression. Some of the issues that will be illuminated by looking at culture through the lens of literature and film: Family structures and how they are changing, national self-perceptions, pivotal moments in history, economic issues, social change and diversity. 
Border Crossings: Gendered Dimensions of Globalization 

Contact: Patricia Melzer, Women’s Studies/CLA

This course explores the ways in which gender “works” in different cultural and national contexts, and the impact globalization has on gender relations. “Gender” indicates the ways in which our social lives are organized around categories of male and female – in relation to work, family, sexuality, culture, and nation. “Globalization” describes the transfer of economic and cultural goods between nations and peoples. Questions we will ask include: What is globalization and how do women and men experience it differently? Do women and men work the same jobs in the global labor market, and do they get paid the same wages? How does immigration affect families? Does a growing connectedness between cultures and nations change traditional gender roles? How different are experiences of women in the “Third World” from those of women in the “First World,” and why? We will explore these issues together by reading critical writings as well as Internet blogs, watching films/documentaries, and analyzing popular media.  

Global Cities 

Contact: Benjamin Kohl, GUS/CLA

As globalization accelerates, the world becomes smaller, and is transformed to an extended urban network. Even though there are places and people off the global grid in both rich and poor countries, we live in a single, interdependent urban world. This course seeks to understand this urban world. It looks at the political, economic, and cultural processes that shape cities and the lives of the people who live in them.  We ask questions like: How do changes in the global economy affect the lives of people from Cairo to Chicago? As 50 million people per year move into cities around the world how do those cities change? How will the massive rural to urban migration in China and India affect resources and the global environment? What is life like in cities for the majority of the world’s poor? What types of plans and policies could improve cities in this century? Are wages in Philadelphia being influenced by what happens in Beijing and Bangalore? The answers will come from a wide range of perspectives, from geographers, urban planners, sociologists, and economists.
Global Crisis: Power, Politics, and the Making of Our Time

Contact: William Hitchcock, History/CLA

Are we living in a time of global crisis? This course will provide you with the tools you need to find out. This class focuses on world politics over the past century, up to today. In this class, we will examine a number of key global problems as they have changed over time. We will adopt an historical approach, which means we will read texts and documents about the past as a way to understand the present. Together we will explore debates like: is America an empire? What is ideology and is it a factor in world politics today? What role do diplomacy, strategy, and military power play in world affairs? How have non-western peoples and states challenged the power of the West, and with what results? What are the roots of ethnic and religious conflict? And what can we as citizens do to address truly global problems? Drawing on examples from 20th Century world history, this course introduces you to world politics and the great debates of our time.

Global Slavery
Contact: Kathy Biddick, History/CLA

This course investigates global slavery as a historical phenomenon and a current reality.  How is it that after the great emancipation movements of the nineteenth century and the international Geneva convention (1926) outlawing slavery, that there are still over 27 million slaves (and counting) in today’s global economy? This course claims that any critique of globalization requires an understanding of why it has taken several millennia for anti-slavery law to emerge and why such legislation continues to have limited reach and effectiveness.  It argues that there is no modernity and no globalization without slavery.  The course explores this problem by asking a basic question:  by what techniques, abstract and concrete, do masters produce themselves as visible selves by constructing slaves as invisible?   To investigate this question, this course uses film viewings, carefully selected readings, debates, group projects and other approaches.  Students will be encouraged to make their own connections to the themes of the course and to consider global slavery as part of the past and the present.   
Gender and World Societies

Contact: Harriet Freidenreich, History/CLA 
This course explores the intersection between the concepts of gender, history, and global societies.  Since gender is a social construct, gender roles have varied considerably in various times and places.  We examine how ideas about gender and gender roles have changed over time and discover to what extent they have remained much the same in different geographic areas.  We will be using different types of sources to examine these questions, including primary sources written both by men and by women, secondary sources, novels, and films.  Rather than trying to cover all of human history in one semester, the course focuses on six major themes with one case study for each.  The case studies will vary in different sections, depending on the interests and expertise of the instructor.  By the end of the course students will be able to read both primary and secondary texts, recognize and develop arguments, be familiar with important themes in gender history, and understand their significance for today.

U.S. SOCIETY

American Military Culture

Contact:  Gregory J. W. Urwin, History/CLA

You live in a country that possesses the world’s strongest military forces.  Up through the Vietnam War, Americans viewed military service in wartime as a basic obligation for all adult male citizens – the ultimate test of their patriotism and manhood – but a temporary sacrifice that ceased for most on the return of peace.  Today, the American people have outsourced their awesome war-making power to a restricted number of men and women –many of whom consider military service their career.  We will explore the distinctive culture that shapes the composition and behavior of America’s armed forces and probe how it reflects the strengths and weaknesses of American society.

American Revolutions

Contact: Drew Isenberg, History/ CLA

From the first encounters with Native Americans to the present, a series of pivotal moments have had an enduring influence on American society, culture, and politics. In each class, three  modules, will focus on three pivotal moments, such as King Philip’s War, Nat Turner’s Rebellion, the Scopes trial, the Civil Rights movement, the women’s movement, the emergence of Elvis Presley, the sexual revolution, the rise of environmentalism, the Reagan Revolution, and 9-11.  In each module, students will first place the main subject of the module in context, and then seek to understand how it changed American society. The last week of each module will be devoted to a consideration of how the subject of that module has become part of American collective memory. 
Dissent in America

Contact: Ralph Young, History/CLA

Throughout American history individuals and groups of people, have marched to the beat of a different drummer, and raised their voices in strident protest.  Study the story and development of dissent in America.  How has dissent shaped American society?  In addition to studying the historical antecedents of dissent students will have first-hand experience visiting and studying a present-day dissent organization in the Philadelphia area to investigate connections between the history of dissent and the process of making dissenting opinion heard today.   
Doing Justice

Contact: Ralph Taylor, Criminal Justice/CLA
Justice agencies – the juvenile justice system, police, judges and juries in courts, and prisons – are expected to create justice in response to lawbreakers. These agencies, however, often operate under enormous political, cultural, social, organizational and economic pressures. Further, what citizens or local leaders sometimes want from these agencies may create challenges and temptations.  Thus, just outcomes are sometimes elusive. Focusing on the period 1925-2025 and largely on Philadelphia data, students will explore conceptual frameworks in the sociology of law, research articles, movies, maps, Census data, historical documents and newspaper archives to help understand these outcomes. 

Education in the Global City

Contact: Novella Keith, Ed. Leadership & Policy Studies/ED; Michael Dorn, Inst. On Disabilities and Urban Educ./ED; Catherine Schifter, CITE/ ED

What is the digital divide and how is the Digital Miracle project impacting it?  What can we do about increasing violence in our schools? These questions relate to a vast global change, and cities are its frontlines. There are more immigrants and more access to information, but there are also more problems:  new kinds of poverty, increasingly separate lives, mounting intolerance. What does all this mean for how, what, and where we learn? How is education changing and how it can help fulfill the American dream for all the people in our cities? Working in teams, we will extend our classroom into the city's schools, cultural organizations, and neighborhoods.  We will find out who is doing something about the issues we raise, and bring that knowledge back in our worlds. 

Mirror to a Nation: Higher Education and American Life

Contact: Phil Yannella, American Studies/CLA; William Cutler, History/CLA

You have decided to go to college.  But why? What role will college and in particular Temple University play in your life?  Reflect on this important question by looking at the relationship between higher education and American society.  What do colleges and universities contribute to our lives?  They are, of course, places for teaching and learning.  They are also research centers, sports and entertainment venues, sources of community pride and profit, major employers, settings for coming-of-age rituals (parties, wild times, courtship, etc.), and institutions that create lifetime identities and loyalties.  Learn how higher education is shaped by the larger society and how, in turn, it has shaped that society. Become better prepared for the world in which you have chosen to live for the next few years.
Law in American Society

Contact: Sam Hodge, Legal Studies/FOX

An intruder rushes into class, hits the professor in the face with a pie, and runs out. You are asked to provide a description of the assailant--and now you realize this was a demonstration of the faultiness of human memory in making  eyewitness identification. Develop your understanding of the historical, socio-political and ethical context of the U.S. legal system as you follow the misadventures of a fictional family that gets caught up in various legal problems. Current events inform every assignment; you might analyze, for example, the case against MacDonalds brought on behalf of obese children, and then research legislation known as the “Cheeseburger Bill,” prohibiting such lawsuits.  An exciting, multimedia environment makes learning vivid.
Sport & Leisure in American Society

Contact: Ira Shapiro/ STHM

Explore the complexity and diversity of American society through the study of sport and leisure. To what extent does the way we play or spectate sports, the way we plan or experience leisure time, reflect American values? As we trace a brief history of the United States through the lens of sport and leisure, we will observe how concepts of freedom, democracy and equality are tested through time. Issues of race, ethnicity, gender, age, disability, and socio-economic class will be prominent, as we observe American ideals both upheld and contradicted in the context of the way Americans recreate.  

The American Economy

Contact: Erwin Blackstone, Econ/FOX

Should the federal government more forcefully engage health care issues, or are its current obligations a hidden time bomb facing the federal budget?  Should we be concerned about the outsourcing of U.S. jobs? Is the minimum wage too low, or will increases in the minimum simply lead to greater unemployment?  Students will engage these and other pressing issues, write position papers advocating specific actions that governments or firms should take, and debating these recommendations. While economic theory is not the centerpiece of this course, students will learn enough economic theory to be able to discuss policy in an informed manner.  They will also be introduced to important sources of “economic” information, from government web sites to major publications.

The Making of American Society: Melting Pot or Culture Wars? 

Contact: Robin Kolodny, Pol Sci; Kevin Delaney, Soc; David Jacobs, History/CLA

The Making of American Society: Melting Pot or CultureTerrorism, illegal immigration, gay marriage, religious conflict, political in-fighting, corporate corruption, racial animosities, civil liberties assaults, media conglomeration, Wal-Mart goes to China and the rich get richer.  America in the 21st Century is a contentious society.  How did we get to this place in time?  This course will examines what makes American society distinctive from other advanced industrial democracies.  Specifically, we study the philosophical origins of America, the development of social and economic relationships over time, and the political disputes dominating contemporary American life.  The course relies heavily on perspectives from History, Sociology and Political Science to explain the challenges facing contemporary American Society.  
Religion in Philadelphia

Contact: Rebecca Alpert, Religion/CLA

The argument is sometimes made that religion in dense urban spaces is characteristically very different from religion as it appears elsewhere.  A study of religion in Philadelphia provides numerous ways to explore that idea, especially insofar as the city encompasses a variety of ethnic and immigrant groups, encourages the generation of new and hybrid forms of religious life that are less possible in smaller populations, and provides an opportunity to study how religion interacts with other aspects of society. This course will examine how ideas of toleration and freedom, the urban environment, and immigration helped to define the role of religion in the life of this city. The course will examine various religious traditions as they are manifested in the greater Philadelphia area and look at the influences religion has had on the fabric of Philadelphia’s history and cultural life including politics, art, education, journalism and popular culture. Students will be required to visit and write about various religious sites and institutions.

RACE & DIVERSITY

Dimensions of Diversity: What’s Brewing in the Melting Pot? 

Contact: Debra Blair/STHM

Are we really living in a melting pot?  How important are the differences and similarities among individuals?  The purpose of this course will be to focus on a variety of issues related to the nature of personal and cultural identify within a diverse American society.  Specifically, this course will explore critical factors that shape one’s place or standing in society (e.g., race, disability, age, gender, and sexuality).  The meaning and significance of these dimensions will be explored as they relate to the societal and technological complexities of the 21st Century.  The best practice and research in racism, inequality, and social injustice in industries such as sport, leisure, tourism and healthcare will be explored.

Embodying Pluralism

Contact: Karen Bond, Dance /Boyer

Dance and the arts are vehicles of societal change. As you challenge and extend your perceptions of “self” and “other” in a pluralistic society, you will explore aspects of  identity, difference, and diversity from aesthetic and ethical perspectives.  Race, ethnicity, gender, class, and other social phenomena will be studied as elements that form the fabric of American society. Theory from lectures on historical and philosophical perspectives will be thoroughly integrated in immersive, active studio practices. The purpose of this course is to illuminate personal, social and cultural dynamics of race and diversity in the United States.

The History & Significance of Race in America

Contact: Judy Goode, GUS/CLA

Why were relations between Native Americans and whites violent almost from the beginning of European settlement? How could slavery thrive in a society founded on the principle that “all men are created equal”?   How comparable were the experiences of Irish, Jewish, and Italian immigrants, and why did people in the early 20th century think of them as separate “races”?  What were the causes and consequences of Japanese Americans’ internment in military camps during World War II?  Are today’s Mexican immigrants unique, or do they have something in common with earlier immigrants? Using a variety of written sources and outstanding documentaries, this course examines the racial diversity of America and its enduring consequences.   

The American Dream:  Hearing the Immigrant Voice

Contact: Stephanie Fiore, FGIS/CLA

As a Temple student, you go to school and live in a city full of immigrants.  Perhaps your own relatives were immigrants to the United States.  But have you ever listened to their stories? With an historical and sociological framework as a basis, we will take an in-depth and more personal look at the immigrant experience as expressed through the immigrants’ own voices in literature and film. Topics explored include: assimilation, cultural identity and Americanization, exploitation and the American Dream, ethnic communities, gender, discrimination and stereotyping. 

Politics of Identity in America

Contact: Gary Mucciaroni, Poli Sci/CLA

Gay or straight.  Black or white.  Male or female.  What do these different group identities mean to Americans? How do they influence our politics?  Should we celebrate or downplay our diversity?  This course explores how we think about others and ourselves as members of different groups and what consequences it has for how we treat one another.  Our fundamental social identities can be a source of power or of powerlessness, a justification for inequality or for bold social reform.  Students learn about the importance of race, class, gender and sexual orientation across a variety of important contexts, such as the family, workplace, schools, and popular culture and the implications these identities have on our daily lives.

Race & Poverty in the Americas

Contact: Terry Rey, Religion/CLA

The transatlantic slave trade was one of the most brutal and momentous experiences in human history. Attitudes toward Latino, Caribbean, African, and Asian immigrants in the United States today can only be fully understood in the contexts of slavery and the “structural racism,” “symbolic violence” (not to mention outright physical violence), and social inequalities that slavery has spawned throughout the region. Although focusing primarily on the United States, we will also study the present entanglements of poverty and race in Brazil, Haiti, and other selected nations of “The New World,” placing the US (and Philadelphia in particular) experience in this historical context.

Representing Race

Contact: Katherine Henry, English/CLA

From classical Greece and Rome, who saw themselves under siege by the “barbarian hoards,” to contemporary America and its war on “Islamic extremism,” from The Birth of a Nation to Alien Nation, Western societies have repeatedly represented a particular group of people as a threat to civilization.  This course will examine a wide range of representations of non-Western people and cultures in film, literature, scientific and legal writings, popular culture, and artistic expression.  What is behind this impulse to divide the world into “us” and “them”?  How is it bound up with our understanding of race and racial difference?  And what happens when the “barbarian hoards” talk back?  

Race in the Mediterranean

Contact: Robin Mitchell-Boyask, G+R CL/CLA

This course aims to introduce students to ancient thinking about race and ethnicity and to consider how ancient thinking remains current and influential today. We will investigate how categories of race and ethnicity are presented in the literature and artistic works of Greece and Rome. Our case studies will pay particular attention to such concepts as: notions of racial formation and racial origins; ancient theories of ethnic superiority; and linguistic, religious and cultural differentiation as a basis for ethnic differentiation. We will also examine ancient racism through the prism of a variety of social processes in antiquity: slavery, trade and colonization, migrations, imperialism, assimilation, native revolts, and genocide. 

Race and Identity in Judaism 

Contact: David Fryer, Jewish Studies/CLA

This course investigates the relationship between race and Judaism from Judaism's early period through today.  We will in particular inquire into how Jews have understood their own racial identity and how others have understood Jews' racial identity.  Further, we will explore the idea of racial identity in Judaism in order to examine the complex network of connections between racism and anti-Semitism.  As we do so, we will engage in critical readings of primary and secondary texts in Jewish philosophy and history and in the study of race and racism.  Our hopes are to illuminate these complex issues as well as to engage with them on a personal and political level, examining into the relationship between issues of race, religion, identity, and social justice and injustice, and inquiring into how we, as informed citizens in a global society, can affect change for the better.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Cyberspace and Society

Contact: Elliot Koffman, CIS/CST

Cyberspace technology empowers us to do more, but it also has a societal impact. It raises new questions regarding the use and misuse of information obtained from the Internet. For example, what is the impact of the Internet on intellectual property?  How far can computer surveillance go to detect criminal behavior without reducing our civil liberties? How can vulnerable groups be protected from predators, scam artists, and identity theft? Does privacy even exist anymore? You will develop an understanding of the technologies behind the Internet, the web and your computer, and then use this knowledge to evaluate the social and ethical implications of this technology. 
Disasters: Geology vs. Hollywood

Contact: Jon Nyquist, Geology/CST

Clips from Hollywood disaster movies will drive our inquiry into geologic phenomena. Can you really drive over a lava flow in a jeep? (Dante’s Peak)  Are we foolish not to prepare for a major earthquake in New York City? (Aftershock)  Could global warming melt the polar ice caps turning “dry land” into a myth? (Waterworld)  Would the impact of an asteroid the “size of Texas” kill half the Earth by heat and freeze the remainder in a nuclear winter? (Armageddon)  Learn the fundamentals of plate tectonics, how petrologic properties control volcanic explosivity, how to calculate earthquake locations from seismic data, and prepare a disaster readiness plan for a major U.S. city.
Evolution and Extinctions

Contact: Allison Tumarkin-Deratzian, Dennis Terry, Geology/CST

Did an asteroid impact wipe out the dinosaurs?  Can “natural” Earth-based processes also cause mass extinctions?  Long before the dinosaurs, another mass extinction destroyed 90 percent of life on Earth, without an impact.  Should we be less worried about rocks from space, and more about “down to Earth” phenomena such as climate change, volcanism, or disease?  Basic geologic principles and the fundamentals of evolutionary thought combine to bring to life the 4.6 billion year story of our planet and its creatures.  Through hands-on experience with fossils and rocks, students investigate changes in life through time, and discover how to decipher past environments from the geologic record.
Powering the Future                                                           

Contact: Zbig Dziembowski, Physics/CST

How can we provide inexpensive, safe, environmentally clean energy supplies for the United States and the world as a whole despite rising population and increasing affluence? Study problems of our conventional fossil and nuclear fuel use, and how they might be relieved; explore the physical and technological possibilities for using energy much more efficiently; investigate various renewable-energy sources (such as solar, hydrogen cells, hydropower, and biofuels) that significantly reduce effects on the environment. In the course lab projects, you will research and develop a sustainable energy proposal for your own home, campus, or community.

Sustainable Design

Contact: Mary Myers, Landscape Architecture, AMB

What’s the big deal about global warming and how should we respond to it? Explore the issues and underlying causes. See how contemporary designers from Germany, Netherlands, UK and Japan are responding to scientific knowledge with sustainable designs for buildings, cars, towns and parks. Develop your own creative project to reduce the greenhouse effect.  Have you ever wondered about what happens to local abandoned factories and degraded streams and rivers? Philadelphia is a national hotbed for sustainable design. Visit local restoration sites, modern “green” buildings, parks that reclaim waste water and transformed industrial parks to see firsthand what is happening in our area. Learn how design is transforming to propel us toward a low waste, energy conserving society in the 21st century. 
Sustainable Environments

Contact: Rob Mason, GUS/CLA

Americans account for over a quarter of all fossil fuel consumption, own more cars than there are licensed drivers, and build new homes 40 percent larger than they did in 1975, despite shrinking household size. We feel for the pandas and polar bears, while contributing mightily to global climate change, resource inequity, and ecosystem destruction. How do we reckon with environmental crises at multiple scales, from the neighborhood to the atmosphere and oceans? “Think globally, act locally” environmentalists admonish us! Direct our vast human ingenuity and collective spirit toward technologies and behaviors that bring peace with the planet. Course mission: enhance your capability to make informed choices, based on a sound understanding of the ecological, technological, economic, political, and ethical dimensions of environmental sustainability.

Technology Transformations

Contact: Jim Chen, Mech. Eng./ENG

Expand your knowledge by looking at how various technologies such as electricity, automobiles, airplanes, telephones, bridges, highways, electronics, computers, and information technology have transformed the world around us.  What would we do without them? Where do they come from? How do they work? Technology is developed by people who have the ideas, design the machines and processes, and suffer the costs and benefits of technological changes in our society.  Learn about science and technology through history of discovery, invention and innovation through lectures and labs.  We will also study several promising fields which may lead us to the future of technology. 
The Bionic Human 
Contact: Mohammad Kiani, Mech., Eng./ENG

Can we replace our “worn-out” body parts with space-age materials?  Will the day come when an injured athlete buys a tendon for the next big game? Why are your parents spending so much time at the doctor? We are on the verge of building “the bionic human” by repairing many of our body parts indefinitely.  Become familiar with bio-engineered technologies for age-, disease-, sports-, and accident-related injuries. Learn why weight bearing exercise strengthens bones, the difference between MRI, CAT scan, and X-Ray, and what the folks at the Food and Drug Administration do.  By the time you finish this course, you’ll know how a pig heart could save your life, how stem cell research could affect your future, the purpose of animal testing, and why walking through airport security could be a problem if you have had your hip replaced.
The Environment

Contact: Adrienne Cooper, Civil Eng./ENG

You can extend your longevity and improve your health by identifying and avoiding the top 10 environmental toxins that enter and persistently stay in your body. Develop connections between the environment and everyday life. Enhance your awareness of current environmental issues by taking part in discussion and debate: Is Global Warming for real? Should the US sign the Kyoto protocol? Are we running out of oil? Learn as you go on campus field trips, try hands-on experiments and hear presentations from experts on the energy crisis, global climate change, acid rain, ozone depletion, resource sustainability, biodiversity and the environmental impact of natural phenomenon. Sharpen your strategies and leave a better environment for future generations.
Universe As We Know It

Contact: Jeff Martoff, Physics/CST

Scientific thinking in the context of the study of astronomy. This course includes the intersection of ethics and science, for example: heroic individual resistance to repressive authority (Galileo), the changing role of women in science (from Pickering’s Harem to Sally Ride), and the use of science to further political agendas (Kennedy’s moon landing program). Extensive use of web resources, the planetarium theater, and self-guided observing assignments.

Quantitative Literacy

Digital Maps: From Mercator to Mashups 

Contact: Jeremy Mennis, GUS/CLA

From web-based applications like Google Maps, to automobile navigation systems, to satellite pictures of hurricanes, digital maps are widely used to display information about the Earth.  This course unmasks the underlying technologies used for computer-based mapping, including Global Positioning Systems (GPS), satellite remote sensing, and Geographic Information Systems (GIS).  We will investigate how computers store and analyze digital maps, and see how mapping technologies can be used to address a variety of societal problems, such as analyzing the environmental impacts of urban growth, tracking the spread of a deadly disease, and planning for earthquakes and other natural disasters.
Investing for the Future

Contact: Bob Yantorno, Electrical Engineering/ENG; Jonathan Scott, Finance/Fox

Learn about the challenges of personal financial management in an ownership society.  The idea that you should be thinking about retirement today when you're just in college may seem premature.  But if you are responsible for accumulating around $2.0 million by the time you retire, shouldn't you understand the effect of delaying your investments until well after graduation when your career is established? In this course you will learn how to determine your retirement needs, how to think about managing risk in your investments, the issues involved in structuring a retirement portfolio, the role of the  economy as it affects your investment performance, and the tradeoffs between active and passive investing.  If you want to avoid being forced to wear an orange (blue or red) vest when you should be enjoying retirement, then this course should be of interest to you.
Digital World

Contact: Bruce Conrad, Math/CST

How can I tell if an Email message is really from my bank? If I do online banking, can other people see the information? Does playing the lottery make sense? Does it make sense to draw for an inside straight? How can polling results differ so much from the election --- or do they? Sometimes the winner of an election in the US gets much less than 50% of the vote. Would it make sense to have a run-off in such cases? How long will the world's oil last, assuming that we use more each year. How long will a million dollars last you, assuming it earns interest until you spend it? If you bought your text online, could someone tap into the Internet and get your credit card number when it's transmitted? Why does the VIN on your car have so many digits?
Mathematical Patterns

Contact: John Paulos, Math/CST

News stories, everyday situations, and puzzling vignettes will be used to illuminate basic math concepts. Learn probability, for example, by discussing the gambler's fallacy and gambler's ruin, the drunkard's random walks, the Monty Hall problem, the St. Petersburg paradox, the hot hand, monkeys randomly typing on a typewriter, and many others. A similar approach involving estimation problems and puzzles will be taken in the units on basic numeracy and logic. Throughout the course, lectures and readings will examine the mathematical angles of stories in the news, suggesting fresh perspectives, questions, and ideas on current issues from google searches to the randomness of the iPod shuffle.

Quantitative Methods in the Social Sciences 

Contact: Gretchen Condran, Sociology/CLA

Psychological, political, social, and economic arguments and knowledge frequently depend on the use of numerical data.  A psychologist might hypothesize that I.Q. is attributable to environmental or genetic factors; a politician might claim that hand gun control legislation will reduce crime; a sociologist might assert that social mobility is more limited in the United States than in other countries, and an economist might declare that globalization lowers the incomes of U.S. workers.  How can we evaluate these arguments?  Using examples from psychology, sociology, political science, and economics, students will examine how social science methods and statistics help us understand the social world. The goal is to become critical consumers of quantitative material that appears in scholarship, the media, and everyday life.
Statistics and the News

Contact: Burt Holland, Alan Isenman, Richard Heiberger, Statistics/FOX

Through discussion of approximately 50 news articles, learn basic principles of statistics. This course focuses on the relevance, interpretation and usage of statistics in the news media.  It has no quantitative prerequisites and involves more reading than math aptitude.  Statistics deals with the study of variability, uncertainty, and decision-making, and has applicability to most other disciplines and everyday life.  
