Basic Pre-Optometry Timeline (Regardless of Major) ***
Honors equivalent course numbers are listed second 

	First Year

Fall

· General Chemistry I 1021/1023 or 1951/1953

· Math 1041 or 1941

· English Composition 1002
Spring

· General Chemistry II 1032/1034 or 1952/1954

· Biology 1111 or 1911
· Math 1042 or 1942
Summer 

             Research/Volunteer Experience*

	Second Year

Fall

· Organic Chemistry I 2201/2203 or 2921/2923

· Biology II 2112 or 2912

Spring

· Organic Chemistry II 2202/2204 or 2922/2923

Summer – 

Research/Volunteer Experience*


	Third Year

Fall

· Physics I 2201 

· OAT preparation

Spring

· Physics II 2202 

· OAT Preparation

Summer – 

· Take OAT Exam by May/June

· Apply to Optometry School 

	Fourth Year

Fall

· Additional Biology, Statistics, Psychology or Biochemistry for non-science majors**
· Completion of requirements for major

· Optometry School Interviews

Spring

· Additional Biology, Statistics, Psychology or Biochemistry for non-science majors**
· Completion of requirements for major

· Optometry School Interviews

· Completion of Financial Aid form (FAFSA)

Summer – 

Take a break and then prepare to begin your optometry studies!




* Exposure to Optometry is an important part of your preparation/application.

**All Optometry school pre-requisites vary…be sure to check with the institution that you are applying to!
*** Chemistry and Biochemistry majors must take Physics 2021 and 2022 in year 2, as well as Calculus I, II, and III before year 3
The Application Process

Application Timeline

Students planning to apply to optometry school should map out an individualized pre-optometry timeline based on the required pre-optometry courses in combination with the courses required by their major. The timeline as detailed below should begin with the freshman year courses but will vary for some students. Scheduling to meet with the Director of Pre-professional Health Studies, Neida Pérez at 1810 Liacouras Walk, suite 100, early in this process is important. If a student is undecided as to their major, they will be advised through the office of Academic Resources on course selections until they have declared a major but they should also schedule to meet with Mrs. Pérez.

Letters of Recommendation
Begin requesting letters of recommendation as you are completing classes in the sciences and have performed well in the class (A or B+). Your letters will be maintained on file in the Office of Pre-Professional Health Studies until a release is signed to send them to the indicated health professional schools.

Optometry School Application Information

· Optometry Schools

There are 17 accredited U.S Optometry Schools.

· GPA

On a 4.0 scale, the grade point average for the 2005 entering class ranged from a high of 3.54 to a low of 3.00 with a mean of 3.37. (http://www.opted.org)

· OAT Scores Favored

The average OAT scores ranged from 310 to 358 on a scale that ranges from 200 to 400. (http://career.berkeley.edu/Health/OptomApp.stm)

Licensing, Qualifications, and Training 

All States and the District of Columbia require that optometrists be licensed. Applicants for a license must have a Doctor of Optometry degree from an accredited optometry school and must pass both a written National Board examination and a National, regional, or State clinical board examination. The written and clinical examinations of the National Board of Examiners in Optometry usually are taken during the student’s academic career. Many States also require applicants to pass an examination on relevant State laws. Licenses are renewed every 1 to 3 years and, in all States, continuing education credits are needed for renewal. (http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos073.htm)

Earnings
Median annual earnings of salaried optometrists were $88,410 in May 2004. The middle 50 percent earned between $63,840 and $118,320. Median annual earnings of salaried optometrists in May 2004 were $87,430 in offices of optometrists. Salaried optometrists tend to earn more initially than do optometrists who set up their own practices. In the long run, however, those in private practice usually earn more. (http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos073.htm)

Overview of Required Courses

· One year of English – Composition and IH courses

· One year of General Biology with lab
· One year of General Chemistry with lab
· One year of Physics (Calculus Based) with lab
· One year of College Math

For additional information on course requirements and the application process for Schools of Optometry please visit the national website of the Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry: http://www.opted.org 
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