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GUS C 060, Section 002, Spring 2007, CRN 034902
Tues & Thurs: 1:10 - 2:30 PM, 166 Beury Hall
	Instructor: Ben Kohl  

bkohl@temple.edu

Tel: 215 204-1430 

321 Gladfelter Hall

Office hours: Tues, 2:30-3:30 

Thurs. 11:30-12:30, Wed. by appointment
	TA: Ian Dunham, 225 Gladfelter 

ian.dunham@temple.edu

Office hours: M & Th 11:00 -12:30 
Teaching Intern: Andrew O’Neil, 226 Gladfelter 

 andrewo@temple.edu
Office hours: Wed. 3:30-5, Thurs. 2:30-4:00 


Please note: Syllabus is subject to change

Description: This course provides an introduction to cities around the world. We begin by asking basic questions about the nature of cities and the different approaches to studying them. We explore factors driving urban growth and how this growth affects urban environments.  We examine questions of social organization and governance.  We end by addressing topics related to planning and the future of the city. 

Course prerequisites:  This course has no prerequisites. 

Course goals: Students in this course will learn to (a) read social science materials; (b) draw from a range of information sources; (c) distinguish fact from interpretation; (d) begin to understand the role of theory in the social sciences; and (e) interpret maps, charts, graphs and other visual representations.
Readings and course materials: We read a short text, David Clark, Urban World/Global City, 2nd ed.2004, ISBN: 0415320984 and a number of articles that are available either on the Blackboard site. The text is available at the Temple Store, Zavelle’s, and online. You will be required to read an average of 40 pages per class (80 pages per week), and we expect that you will need to go over the readings more than once. Please bring the readings to class each day. As you read, be sure you understand the key points and, where appropriate, can answer the discussion questions for each article.  We will provide keywords and questions to help guide you through the readings on the course site. We will also see a number of videos.  
Website: Please 'enroll' in the class website on Blackboard if you have not been automatically enrolled. The site will allow you to ask questions on the readings or follow up on class discussion. (If you do not have access to the internet please see us immediately.) We will check the site periodically throughout the week and respond to specific questions but hope that you use the site to engage with your peers. Throughout the semester we will post announcements, readings, and comments to help guide your reading, and links to relevant sites. Note: class email will be distributed through Blackboard, which only uses your Temple email address.  
Expectations and evaluation: We expect you to read – and think about – all assigned material and turn in all assignments on time. You should expect to devote six hours per week to readings, assignments, and test preparation on average to earn a reasonable grade. As not all students are comfortable speaking in a large class, we also expect you to use the web-based discussion board for your comments and questions on readings and lectures. Your contributions to the discussion board (a minimum of one per each section of the course – ‘A’ students will want to contribute three or four posts per section) will contribute to your grade. See us during office hours for any problem related to our course or to your completion of any assignment for our course. We can also be reached by email and try to respond within 1 business day.

Course Grade
Assignments will be weighted in the following way to determine the course grade:

• Quizzes & map quizzes

10%

• Short assignments 

10%

• Discussion board (4 posts minimum)

10%

• Exam 1 (February 13 w5c1)

15%

• Exam 2 (March 20 w10c1)

20%

• Final (May 3, 2:00-4:00 PM)

30%

• Evaluation and course review (due at the final)
 
 5%

All assignments will be graded on a 0-4 point (F-A) scale with test scores and quizzes adjusted to this scale. Letter grades will be assigned as follows: A = 4.00-3.85, A- = 3.84-3.50, B+ = 3.49-3.15, B = 3.14-2.85, B- = 2.84-2.50, etc.

We provide students who miss exams for health, religious, or personal reasons the opportunity to write take home essay exams of eight to twelve pages. (If you know in advance that you will miss an exam let us know. This is most important for the final as you will not have time to write the exam before grades are due.)  In accordance with Temple University policy, incompletes are given only in case of illness or other emergency.  If you have any questions about how you are doing during the semester please fill out the worksheet on the blackboard site or ask us.

Policy on Religious Holidays:  If you will be observing any religious holidays this semester which will prevent you from attending a regularly scheduled class or interfere with fulfilling any course requirement, we offer you an opportunity to make up the class or course requirement if you make arrangements by informing us of the dates of your religious holidays within two weeks of the beginning of the semester (or three days before any holidays which fall within the first two weeks of class). 

Policy on Cell Phones:  Cell phones, pagers, beepers, and wireless internet access must be turned off during class except with special permission.
Disability Statement: This course is open to all students who meet the academic requirements for participation. Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the instructor privately to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible. Contact Disability Resources and Services at 215-204-1280 in 100 Ritter Annex to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. 

Statement on Academic Freedom: Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic freedom. The University has adopted a policy on Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities (Policy # 03.70.02) which can be accessed through the following link: http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02.  

Policy on Academic Honesty:  The is taken from the Temple University Bulletin for 2006-2007.

Temple University believes strongly in academic honesty and integrity. Plagiarism and academic cheating are, therefore, prohibited. Essential to intellectual growth is the development of independent thought and a respect for the thoughts of others. The prohibition against plagiarism and cheating is intended to foster this independence and respect.

Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of another person's labor, another person's ideas, another person's words, another person's assistance. Normally, all work done for courses -- papers, examinations, homework exercises, laboratory reports, oral presentations -- is expected to be the individual effort of the student presenting the work. Any assistance must be reported to the instructor. If the work has entailed consulting other resources -- journals, books, or other media -- these resources must be cited in a manner appropriate to the course. It is the instructor's responsibility to indicate the appropriate manner of citation. Everything used from other sources -- suggestions for organization of ideas, ideas themselves, or actual language -- must be cited. Failure to cite borrowed material constitutes plagiarism. Undocumented use of materials from the World Wide Web is plagiarism.

Academic cheating is, generally, the thwarting or breaking of the general rules of academic work or the specific rules of the individual courses. It includes falsifying data; submitting, without the instructor's approval, work in one course which was done for another; helping others to plagiarize or cheat from one's own or another's work; or actually doing the work of another person.
PART I: URBANIZATION AS A GLOBAL PROCESS
Week 1.1 January 16 Introduction: Cities in a globalizing world

We define the scope of the course, keys to success, on reading social science. Why are we interested in cities and urbanization? Are cities the same all over the world? Are cities in different parts of the world becoming more alike? How are they different? 

Key words and concepts: urban, urbanization, urbanism, globalization

Assignment: Enroll in the course via Blackboard, read the syllabus, get the text, get PDFs of readings.

1.2 January 18, Studying cities: people and processes 

One reason we study cities is to understand the lives of the people who live there and how they are affected by global as well as local trends. Jellinek’s article about a Jakartan street-trader provides one story. (Seeing the video and reading the article of Jakarta should help place the vender in her world.) We will refer to this reading throughout the semester to look at how international trends affect individuals. 

Reading: 1.1 Lea Jellinek, “Displaced by Modernity: The Saga of a Jakarta Street-Trader’s Family from the 1940s to the 1990s,” pp. 139-155, in Josef Gugler, ed. Cities in the Developing World, 2nd ed., 1997

1.2 Roman Cybriwsky and Larry R. Ford, “City Profile: Jakarta,” Cities 18(3) 199-210, 2001 

Video: Jakarta

Question: How do the three different pieces present different pictures of a single city? 

Key words and concepts: kampung, informal economy, migration, Indonesia, salience, point of view, position 

Week 2.1 January 23, Urban globalization as a process of development and underdevelopment 

Urbanization is both a local process and a global trend. In this class we introduce key concepts on development and underdevelopment as a lens to examine urban-global dynamics. 

Reading:  2 David Clark, “Global Patterns and Perspectives,” pp. 1-17, in Urban World/Global City, 2nd ed. (Note: First chapter is on Blackboard.) (Clark)

2.1 Andre Gunder Frank, “The Development of Underdevelopment,” pp. 17-31, Monthly Review 18(4), 1966

2.2 Frederich Engels “The Great Towns,” pp. 46-53, Richard LeGates and Frederic Stout, The City Reader, in 2nd ed., 2000 (LeGates and Stout) 

Video: Selections from videos on the lives of the urban poor. 

Questions: What is the development of underdevelopment? What are the links between the video and the reading by Frank?  How do the images in the video compare with Engels’ description of life for the British working class in 19th Century Manchester?

Key words and concepts: development, underdevelopment, core, periphery, metropolis globalization

Assignment 1: Cognitive Map, due Tuesday, January 30 (w3c1).

2.2 January 25, Cities as social processes  

How can we study cities? Paccione gives an overview of common approaches to urban geography.  Mumford suggests that a city is not just a place but a series of relationships. Harvey suggests that we study ‘process’ words not ‘thing’ words. (We will return to the idea of the relationship between processes and things throughout the semester. If this reading is difficult, refer to the reading guide on blackboard.)  
Reading: 2.3 Lewis Mumford, “What is a City?” pp. 92-96 in LeGates and Stout
2.4 David Harvey, “Contested Cities: Social process and spatial form,” pp. 19-27, in N. Jewson and S. McGregor, eds., Transforming Cities: Contested Governance and New Spatial Divisions, 1997

2.5 Michael Pacione, “Concepts and Theory in Urban Geography,” pp. 20 – 33, in Urban Geography: A Global Perspective, 2001

2.6 Kevin Lynch, “The City and Its Elements,” from the Image of the City, 1960
Questions: What does Mumford mean when he describes a city as a set of social relationships? What does Harvey mean when he writes about ‘cities as things’ and ‘cities as processes.’ What is the difference between (a) a system of cities and (b) a city as a system? What does ‘theory’ have to do with the study of cities? How do different theoretical approaches shape understanding of cities?

Key words and concepts: social function of the city, process-thing relationship, theory, approaches to urban geography, bias, cognitive map, ‘elements’ of a city
Last day to drop course Monday, January 29
Week 3.1 January 30, Urban Populations and Places

Cities in developing countries share many of the same characteristics as those in developed countries. They are centers of economic and social processes that affect areas well beyond their borders. Yet they also are fundamentally different from cities in richer countries. 

Reading: 3. Clark, “Urban Populations and Places” pp. 18-47 

Keywords and concepts: primate city, colonialism, basic and non basic economic sectors, primary, secondary and tertiary economic sectors

Questions: What do we mean when we talk about developed and underdeveloped countries? How do the cities differ? How are they similar? What is the relationship between primate cities, development and underdevelopment? What are the basic and non-basic sectors? How does the growth of basic sectors of the economy drive growth of ‘non-basic’ sectors?

3.2 February 1, Early Cities and Divergent Urbanization
Cities existed before the industrial revolution but looked different from ‘modern’ cities. As well, cities in Europe and North America developed differently from those in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 

Reading: 3.1 Jacques Gernet, “Daily Life in China on the Eve of the Mongol Invasion: 1250-1276,” in J Abu-Lughod and R Hay, Jr., eds. Third World Urbanization, 1977
3.2 D Crouch, Daniel Garr, and Axel Mundigo, “City Planning Ordinances of the Laws of the Indies,” in Spanish City Planning in North America, 1982 (Read pp. 1-4, articles 109-13, 136-40, and pp. 27-33 and skim the rest.)

3.3 Bernal Diaz, Chronicles, Description of Mexico, and A Durer , Visit to Antwerp, from LeGates and  Stout, p 55-7
Questions: What impressions did you have about life in the Chinese city? What were the primary functions of early Chinese Cities? How did they differ from modern cities? What was the level of urban development in Mexico before the arrival of the Spanish? How did the Spanish shape cities in Latin America? What was your favorite article from the Planning Ordinances? Why? Did anything surprise you about the ordinances?

Keywords and concepts: public and private space; administrative, trade and manufacturing cities

Assignment 2: Family migration history. Due Thursday Feb. 8 (w4c2)
Note: Before February 5 you should have made at least one contribution to the discussion board. Post questions you would like to see on the exam by February 6. (Note that proposed exam questions do not qualify for credit.)

Part II. Urbanization and Urbanism

Week 4.1 February 6, Urban growth

The growth of cities around the world has responded to changes in the world capitalist system. Early industrial cities turned to ‘rust-belt’ cities as production moved away from high-cost labor areas as monopoly capitalism transformed to transnational corporate capitalism. This led to a shift what had been the traditional international division of labor to a new international division of labor (NIDL). At the same time as productivity increased, rates of unemployment increased and labor shifted to the informal economy. 

Reading: 4 Clark, “Urban Growth and Urbanisation,” pp. 48-86

Questions: Which part(s) of the world has (have) (a) the highest percent urban population? (b) the highest rate of urbanization? (c) the largest absolute urban population? What characteristics do colonial cities share? How did the colonial experience affect urban development?

Keywords and concepts: urbanization (rate of, share and absolute size), transnational capitalism; international division of labor; interdependency theory of global urban development, population share, unemployment

4.2 February 8, Global Urban Development and Migration

In developed countries, recent urban growth has been almost entirely due to migration. This is due not just to the political, economic and social problems in poor countries that have led to increases in transnational migration but also to the demand for labor. Birth rates in Western Europe and Japan have declined leading to aging populations and these countries depend on immigrants to fill jobs and provide services. 

Reading: 4.1 Stephen Castles and Mark Miller, “Introduction,” p. 1-15 & “The Next Waves: The Globalisation of International Migration,” pp., 122-153, In The Age of Migration, 2003 
Video: Excerpts from El Norte, Beijing Bicycle & Crossing Borders from Power of Place series, #2
Questions: What are some of the causes of migration (both within and between countries)? What are some of the results of migration? 

Key words and concepts: migration, immigration, emigration, types of migration, guest workers, refugees, illegal aliens

Week 5.1 February 13, Review and Exam 1
The exam is designed to take most of the class. Before the exam we will address questions. 
5.2 February 15, Migration and population growth

Changes in the population of a city (people in – people out) can be expressed as

Change in population = (births + immigration) - (deaths + emigration).

In developing countries rural to urban migration accounts for about 40% of urban growth. The other 60% of urban population growth comes from natural increase (births - deaths). Some of the rapid growth of cities is also due to improved health and public services (water and sewerage) that reduce infant mortality rates. 

Reading:  5 Clark, “Urbanization as a Global Phenomena,” pp. 87-110, reading TBA on the demographic transition and aging populations in rich countries

Questions: Do you think immigration is still important? Are there common patterns in different parts of the world? How are the demographic characteristics of populations changing? How will this affect patterns on immigration in rich and poor countries? 

Key words and concepts: (new) international division of labor, global economy, demographic structure, demographic transition, urban bias
Week 6.1 February 20, Urban Economies

Reading: 6 Clark, “Socio-economic consequences of urbanization,” pp. 111-31

6.1 M Pacione, “The Economy of Cities,” pp. 267-88 

Questions: What are some of the problems facing cities in the developing world? What is the informal economy? Why is the informal economy bigger in poor countries than in rich countries?

Key words and concepts: formal and informal economy, production, economic sectors, globalization, shanty-towns, self-help housing
6.2 February 22, Work and the Informal Economy

As cities have grown faster than their ability to absorb labor, more people enter the informal economy.  Pay attention to the different ways that the two authors refer to the informal economy.

Reading: 6.2 R Potter and S Lloyd-Evans, Chapter 8, “Employment and Work in the Developing World City,” pp. 159-186 in The City in the Developing World
6.3 G. Iyenda, “Street enterprises, urban livelihoods and poverty in Kinshasa,” Environment & Urbanization, 17(2) 55-67 October 2005
Questions: What are some of the differences between the formal and the informal economies? What types of activities might take place in the formal economy? In the informal economy?   
Key words and concepts: formal and informal economy, regulation, overurbanization

Video: Short selections on informal economy
Week 7.1 February 27 Urban Form: Space and Gender 

Reading: 7.1 Dolores Hayden, “What would a non-sexist city look like? Speculations on Housing, Urban Design, and Human Work,” Signs, 5(3 supplement) s171-187, 1980

Video: Understanding Urban Sprawl.
Questions: How have the gender domination of architecture and planning affected urban and residential design? How have assumptions about the structure of the family contributed to inefficient tax, residential, and transportation policies?

Keywords and concepts: patriarchy, spatial segregation, suburb, sprawl, gender and women’s roles
7.2 March 1, Urban Form: Space and Segregation

Reading: 7.2 William Goldsmith, “Dialectics of Race and Urban Form,” pp. 37-55 in Peter Marcuse, ed. Globalizing Cities: A New Spatial Order? 2000

7.3 Dubois, W.E. B., Excerpts from The Philadelphia Negro, pp. 56-63, 1899 in LeGates and Stout.

7.4 L. Wacquant, “From Slavery to Mass Incarceration,” NLR 13(1-2) 41-60, 2002 

Questions: Can you use Goldsmith’s argument to article to give an example of how social processes affected the urban form of US cities? How has the unique treatment of African-Americans in the United States affected US urban form?  

Keywords and concepts: spatial segregation, urban form, institutional racism, extraction of labor
Week 8 March 6 & 8, Spring break: No class

Week 9.1 March 13 Global Cities 

Reading: 9 Clark, “World Cities,” pp. 156-190

Questions: What are ‘world’ or ‘global’ cities? How are they different from megacities? What are the special functions of a world city? 

Keywords and concepts: World city, global city, command and control functions, new international division of labor

Note: You must post your comments for the 2nd section of the course by March 14.

9.2 March 15. Review for Exam and mid course correction

Reading:  Reread 2.1 Jellinek & 7.1 Goldsmith 

9.1 Jane Jacobs, “The Uses of Sidewalks: Safety,” from The Death and Life of Great American Cities, 1961
Question: How do the readings to date help us understand the story of Sumira’s life? Who does globalization shape cities? Why is Philadelphia so violent?

Keywords and concepts: Cities as social processes urbanization and urbanism, the formal and informal economy, migration, gender and women’s roles
Week 10.1 March 20, Exam and self evaluation
This exam will take the entire period.
PART III. INFRASTRUCTURE AND URBAN ENVIRONMENTS
Week 10.2 March 22, Infrastructure in developing countries  

10.1 World Bank “Overview” pp. 1-11 in World Development Report 1994: Infrastructure for Development, 1994 

10.2 Eduardo Vasconcellos, “Urban Transport, Environment, and Equity,” pp. 231-263 from Urban Transport, Environment and Equity: The Case for Developing Countries, 2001
Questions: What is infrastructure? What do choices of infrastructure systems affect different groups? Who should own infrastructure? How do the questions we ask to design a transportation system affect the nature of the system we design?
Keywords and concepts: infrastructure (and development), public and private ownership, models, assumptions and outcomes, efficiency and equity
Last day to Withdraw from Class: Monday March 26
Week 11.1 March 27, Transportation 

Reading: 11.1 Jonas Rabinovitch and Josef Leitman, “Urban Planning in Curitiba," pp. 46-53, Scientific American, March 1996 

OR   11.2 Joselí Macedo, “City Profile: Curitiba,” Cities 21(6) 537-549, 2004
11.3 Eduardo Vasconcellos, “The Making of the Middle Class City: Transportation Policy in Sao Paulo,” pp. 293-310, Environment and Planning A, v. 29 

Video: Clip from Curitiba portrait

Questions: What are some of the factors that contributed to the success of Curitiba’s transportation system? What is a ‘middle-class’ city?

Keywords and concepts:  middle class, social reproduction, subsidy
11.2 March 29, Urban Environment

Reading: 11.4 The Economist, “World Bank Green Gaffe” and “Let them eat pollution,” 7 & 15 February, 1992 

11.5 Anne Whiston Spirn, “City and Nature,” pp. 9-27 in The Granite Garden, 1984

11.O Kirk Smith and Yok-Shui Lee, "Urbanization and the Environmental Risk Transition," pp. 161-179, in  John Kasarda and Alan Powell, Third World Cities, Problem, Policies and Prospects, 1993 (optional)

11.O World Bank, Urban Environmental Priorities, 2001, available at 
http://lnweb18.worldbank.org/essd/essd.nsf/2f8eec6c436b828385256a290067cab0/f1c87c13d8a82e6985256a9900032a99?OpenDocument (optional)

Questions: What is the economic logic that explains why poor people should have more tolerance for pollution? Do you agree? What is the urban environment? 
Keywords and concepts: Urban environment, poverty, modern and traditional risk, risk transition, ecological footprint, environmental design, ‘nature’

Week 12.1 April 3 Urban Environment continued: Disasters

Reading : 12.1  Mike Davis, “The Dialectic of Ordinary Disasters,” pp. 1-54, in Ecology of Fear: Los Angeles and the Imagination of Disaster, 1998

12.2 Reading on New Orleans to be added 
Video: Selections from When the Levees Broke
Questions: What is ‘natural’ about a natural disaster?  

Keywords and concepts: Urban environment, natural disaster

Note: By April 2 you should have posted at least three comments to the discussion board.

PART IV. GOVERNING, PLANNING, AND THE FUTURE OF THE CITY

12.2 April 5, Governing Cities: Citizenship and Exclusion 
Reading: 12.2 T. H. Marshall, “Citizenship and Social Class,”   pp. 93-111, in Gershon Shair, ed. The Citizenship Debates, 1998

12.3 Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board, China: Internal Migration And The Floating Population, September 1998, available at 

http://www.irb.gc.ca/research/publications/chn11_e.stm
12.4 Holston, James and Arjun Appadurai (1999).  “Introduction” in Cities and Citizenship ed. by James Holston
12.5 Reading to be added on conflict and citizenship

Video: Selections from Bus 174 or alternative TBA
Questions: What is the relationship between citizenship and social class? Why is it important to understand what is happening in cities around the world? 

Keywords and concepts: class, dimensions of citizenship rights: social, political, civil, economic, human, cultural, floating population

Assignment 3: Choose a reading from the Social Movements website and prepare report (oral and written). Due Thursday, April 12 (w13c1)
Week 13 April 10 & 12, Social Movements

Videos: On Borrowed Land & Cochabamba Water War
Reading: 13.1 William Finnegan, “Leasing the Rain,” pp. 45-53, New Yorker, 8 April, 2002

13.2 Social movements glossary

Read on social movements from http://www.pscw.uva.nl/sociosite/TOPICS/activism.html#SPECIAL)

Week 14. April 17 & 19, International urban trends: Decentralization, privatization, and participation, and urban violence
Reading: 14.1 Rebecca Abers, "From Ideas to Practice," pp. 35-53, Latin American Perspectives, 23(4) 1996

14.2 Nigel Harris, “Introduction,” pp. 1-11, in Nigel Harris and Ida Farbricius, Cities and Structural Adjustment, 1996

14.O World Bank, “Chapter 6, Dynamic Cities (optional) , in World Development Report: Entering the 21st Century, http://www.worldbank.org/wdr/2000/overview.html 
14.O World Bank, “Decentralization: Rethinking Government,” Chapter 5

Video: City Life
April 19 Video and discussion
Questions: Why do international institutions support participation?   

Keywords and concepts: urban governance, decentralization, participation
Week 15.1 April 24, Planning 

Reading: 15.1 James Scott, "The High-Modernist City: An Experiment and a Critique," pp. 103-146, Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition Have Failed, 1998

15.a,b,c Read one of the following:

A Garvin, “A Realistic Approach to City and Suburban Planning”

Paul Davidoff, “Advocacy and Pluralism in Planning”

Stephen Wheeler, “Planning Sustainable and Livable Cities” 

15.2 April 26, Future of the City LAST CLASS

Reading: Clark, Chapter 8 "The Future Urban World," pp. 166-90  

15.0 World Bank, Chapter 7, Making Cities Livable, in World Development Report: Entering the 21st Century, at  http://www.worldbank.org/wdr/2000/overview.html 


Video: Power of community: How Cuba survived peak oil, 2006
Assignment 4: Course and self evaluation, due at or before final exam
Final Exam May 3 2:00-4:00 PM, 166 Buery Hall
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