  Research Methods and Techniques 
GUS W 282, Section 001, Fall 2005, CRN 019178

	Thursday 2:40-5:00 PM 

407 AB  Tuttleman Learning Center 

Office hours: Tuesday, 1:30- 2:30,  Thursday, 5:00 -6:00, Wednesday, by appointment
	Instructor: Ben Kohl  bkohl@temple.edu

Tel: 215 204-1430 

321 Gladfelter Hall

vf05 8.31


Please note: Syllabus is subject to change

Description: This course is an introductory survey of research methods in Geography and Urban Studies. The course will provide students with the opportunity to learn how to collect and analyze primary and secondary data. Methods covered include mapping, interview design and technique, analysis of census data, and a range of tools commonly used in community and participatory action research. Individual assignments will build towards a community or neighborhood profile. This is a writing intensive class.
Course prerequisites:  This course is designed for juniors and seniors. Students should have ability to read scholarly books and articles, write analytical essays, and do library and internet research. While this is not a quantitative research methods course, students may find the course easier if they have already completed a course in statistics. If you have any questions about these requirements please ask me.

Course goals: Students will increase their ability to (a) read social science materials; (b) draw from different information sources; (c) distinguish fact from interpretation; (d) understand the role of theory in the social sciences; (e) interpret maps, charts, graphs and other visual representations; and (f) use a range of research techniques.   
Readings and course materials: We use a single text, Earl Babbie, The Practice of Social Research, 10th Ed. and articles that will be on reserve at Paley, in hardcopy and electronic form. I will be adding to the reserve list throughout the semester and will make readings available at least one week in advance. Paper copies will be available if you want to compile a reader. You can download or copy all materials and either save them on a CD or print them to guarantee access. Writing Literature Reviews: A guide for students of the social and behavioral sciences, 2nd ed., Jose L Galvan, 2004, Pryczak Publishing, is available from the bookstore or online. I recommend it for students who are not comfortable doing literature reviews. You should also have a writing guide. I like Write Right by Jan Venolia. It’s cheap and easy to use. You will be required to read about 100 pages per week, and I expect that you will need to go over some of the readings more than once. 
Website: Please 'enroll' in the class website on Blackboard if you have not been automatically enrolled. The site will allow you to ask questions on the readings or follow up on class discussion. (If you do not have access to the internet please see me immediately.) I will check the site periodically throughout the week and respond to specific questions but hope that you use the site to engage with your peers. Throughout the semester I will post announcements, readings, comments to help guide your reading, and links to relevant sites. 

Expectations and evaluation: Attendance is mandatory. If you miss a class you should see me to ensure that we agree on a plan to make up the work. I expect you to read – and think about – all assigned materials. There will be (almost) weekly assignments. As we will review these, bring a hard copy to class. As this is a ‘writing intensive’ (W) class, you will do a range of written assignments, peer reviews, and revisions. If you must miss a class and want credit for an assignment, you need to turn it in before class starts. You should expect to devote six hours per week on average outside of class to earn a reasonable grade. I expect students to use the web-based discussion board for comments and questions on readings and lecture. Students who are not comfortable speaking in class may find it easier to raise issues on Blackboard than in class, and contributions to online discussions will contribute to your participation grade.
Note: you must keep all assignments as you will eventually need to assemble them in a portfolio and tie them together to present a neighborhood portrait.  
The final grade will be determined by

• Quizzes and in class exercises

15%

• Exercises and neighborhood portrait

40%
• Participation (including discussion board)

10%

• Exam 1  Wk 6

15%

• Exam 2 Wk 12

15%

• Evaluation and course review (due Week 15)
 
 5%

I provide students who miss exams the opportunity to write take home essay exams of eight to twelve pages. (If you know in advance that you will miss an exam let me know.)  In accordance with Temple University policy, incompletes are given only in case of illness or other documented emergency  If you have any questions about how you are doing during the semester please ask. 

 Students with disabilities. Any student with a disability should contact me to discuss his/her needs as soon as possible. If you have questions about possible accommodations, please contact Disability Resources and Services, 100 Ritter Annex, (215) 204-1280.
Week 1, September 1. Introduction and Overview
Introductory exercises, course overview, personal history (in class), semester project
Reading:  Earl Babbie, The Practice of Social Research, 10th Ed (Babbie), Chapters 1 & 2, Human Inquiry and Paradigms, pp 3-60.
Assignment 1: Enroll in the course via Blackboard, read the syllabus.

Personal history write up and neighborhood selection (due week 2)

Week 2, September 8. Ethics, IRB, and using the library
Finding information, ‘academic’ and ‘other’ sources, avoiding plagiarism, maps and world views
Reading: Babbie, Chapter 3 Ethics and Politics, pp.  61-83 

Guidelines on plagiarism http://www.temple.edu/writingctr/student_resources/avoiding_plagiarism.htm
Assignment 2a: Scholarly article: identify research method, describe methods, key assumptions, biases, and ethical issues (due week three)
Assignment 2b: Identify neighborhood or area of study (due week three)
Note: September 12, last day to drop class

Week 3, September 15. Research Design: Positioning the Researcher
.
Reading: Babbie, Chapter 4, Research Design, pp. 86-117

R Downs and D Stea, ‘Cognitive Mapping and Maps, pp. 6-27, from Maps in Minds: Reflections on Cognitive Mapping 

Hodder (1998) “The Interpretation of Documents and Material Culture” in Denzin and Lincoln (eds) Handbook of Qualitative Research, p393-403
Assignment 3: Cognitive mapping due week 4 (3 maps and analysis)
Week 4, September 22. Measurement and Scales
Reading: Babbie, Chapters 5 & 6 Conceptualization, pp. 118-149, Indexes, pp. 150-177 
Reading TBA on transects and mapping

Assignment 3: Neighborhood transect and map (due week 5)
Week 5, September 29, Range of Research
Reading: Babbie Chapter 7 & 8, Sampling, pp. 178-218, and Experiments, pp. 219-241
Assignment 4: Design survey (due week 6) 

Week 6, October 6. Survey research and PRA
Reading: Babbie, Chapter 9, Survey Research, pp. 242-280
Chambers, R. (1994). The Origins and Practice of Participatory Rural Appraisal. World Development, 22(7), pp. 953-969.
Test draft surveys in class, revise.
Test 1 (half of class): part 2 of Babbie, variety of research methods, ethics
Assignment 5: Revise survey with comments (due week 7)

Week 7, October  13. PRA continued and qualitative research 
Reading: Babbie, Chapter 10, Qualitative field research, pp. 282-311
Chambers, R. (1994). Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA): Analysis of Experience. World Development, 22(9), pp. 1253-1268.

Assignment 6: Observation exercise (due week 8)

Mid-semester Review Readings and activities for the second half of the semester subject to modification. 
Week 8, October 20. Analyzing data
Reading: Babbie, Chapter 11, Unobtrusive Research, pp. 312-340
Reading TBA Tables and measurement (share, percentage changes, reading tables)

Assignment 7: Reading the census, analysis of census data (due week 9)

Week 9, October 27.  Evaluation and policy research
Reading: Babbie, Chapter 12, Evaluation Research, pp. 341-66
Carl Patton and David Sawicki, Chapter 7, Evaluating Alternative Policies, in Basic Methods of Policy Analysis and Planning, pp. 257-301 
Reading TBA on constant and current dollars, financial analysis
Assignment 8: Money: yesterday, today, and tomorrow (due week 10) 
Note: October 31, last day to withdraw from class

Week 10, November 3. Interviewing and Oral Histories
Reading: TBA (Lofland or other)
Assignment 9: Oral history and interviews
Week 11, November 10. Guest Speaker, David Bartelt

Reading: Philadelphia Indicators Project, available at http://www.metrophilaindicators.org/

Assignment 10: Memo on indicators project from Bartelt’s lecture and MPIP report
Week 12, November 17. Describing a neighborhood
Test 2: Test will take half of class.

Reading: TBA
Assignment 11: Draft of neighborhood study (note: this should consist primarily of the earlier exercises).
Week 13, November 22.  Note: class meets Tuesday, not Thursday this week

Reading: TBA
Assignment 12: Peer review of neighborhood study (due week 14)
Week 14, December 1. Last class! Wrapping up
Reading: TBA
Assignment 13: Course evaluation and self evaluation (due December 8)
Neighborhood study/portfolios due December 8 by 2:40 p.m. Grade will be reduced by one grade for each day your portfolio is late. 
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