Evaluation of the Pennsylvania Child Care Challenge Grant Program

Abstract


Women’s Community Revitalization Project (WCRP) is a non-profit organization committed to the revitalization of targeted neighborhoods in the Philadelphia area by working with community residents to develop affordable housing, build family-serving facilities, support vulnerable families, develop grassroots leadership, and provide women and other disenfranchised groups with the tools they need to advocate for resources that support them, their families, and their communities.  Through a grant from the William Penn Foundation, WCRP embarked on ‘The Family Facilities Development Project,’ a project whose goal it was to 1) provide training and technical assistance that would help community based organizations develop facilities to house child care programs, health services and social services providers, charter schools, job-training programs and other programs that support low-income families and 2) develop and implement a campaign to advocate for state funding of child care facilities that would educate policy makers about the need for child care facilities funding and at the same time develop a state-wide base of grassroots support for dedicated funding for child care facilities.  


Temple University was awarded a sub-grant from WCRP to evaluate the accomplishments of the Pennsylvania Child Care Challenge Grant Program.  The research involved identifying the approximately 75 organizations that received state funding for facilities development during the three years of the Child Care Challenge Grant Program.  It examined what was accomplished in terms of number of child care slots created, effect on agencies’ operating costs and income, number of square feet developed, other funds leveraged for the project, and ease of accessing the state funding.  A report was developed from this research that was used by WCRP to inform policy makers and legislators and that also served as a basis for educating and organizing parent groups around state funding for child care facilities.

