One Book, Every Young Child: Pilot Evaluation

Project Abstract


In April 2006 the Pennsylvania Department of Education, Office of Commonwealth Libraries launched the ‘One Book, Every Young Child’ project which connects early exposure to books and early literacy skills. The project is a collaborative effort of Pennsylvania public libraries, children’s museums, and public television stations.  Using the “one book, one state” model, the project includes activities that communicate to adults with children in their lives how the development of early learning skills – through interactive experiences with books and stories – is critically important to a child’s success in learning to read.  With the goal of being accessible to all areas and populations in the Commonwealth, the One Book, Every Young Child program uses a multi-faceted approach to build early literacy skills through author presentations and book signings, mass book and activity poster mailings, story themed resource kits for hands on learning, and a website for downloading book related activities.  

Temple University was awarded a sub-grant from the Office of Commonwealth Libraries to conduct a pilot evaluation of the first year of the One Book, Every Young Child program.  The evaluation ascertained the initial efforts of the program’s outreach to all Pennsylvania residents, including those considered to be most at risk in urban and rural regions, through a series of utilization protocols.  Results of the pilot evaluation have been presented at state and national levels including formal reports to the Pennsylvania Department of Education and at multiple professional conferences including, but not limited to, the American Library Association, International Reading Association, and the National Association for the Education of Young Children.  
