One Book, Every Young Child: Evaluation of the Second Year (2007)
Abstract

In March 2007 the Pennsylvania Department of Education, Office of Commonwealth Libraries launched the second annual ‘One Book, Every Young Child’ project. The goal of this project is to increase young children’s exposure to and experiences with books in the interest of promoting children’s early literacy skills throughout the state. A collaborative effort of Pennsylvania public libraries, children’s museums, and public television stations, the project will also showcase interactive activities for adults to promote the development of children’s early learning skills.  Accessible to all areas and populations in the Commonwealth, the One Book, Every Young Child program will demonstrate to adults how early literacy skills can be enhanced through author presentations and book signings, mass book mailings, story themed resource kits for hands-on learning, and website access for downloading book- related activities.  

Researchers at Temple University documented and evaluating the impact of three One Book, Every Young Child program components; (1) the author’s visits to area libraries, (2) the website, and (3) the impact of the Book Mailings and library outreach on the literacy activities of child care center teachers, Head Start teachers, family day care home providers, parents and children.  
An important part of the evaluation included a comparative assessment of child and family care provider and parent literacy-related activities in three counties before and after delivery of the library outreach programs.  Pre and post program changes in the literacy activities of child care providers and parents who received the program in two counties during the Week of the Young Child were compared to pre and post literacy activities of child care providers and parents in the one county in which program delivery had been delayed until the Fall.  Differential changes in providers and caregivers between the libraries receiving the intervention and the libraries in the county not receiving the intervention were assessed.
