
English 711, Section ***
Fall 2011

TTh/Times

Instructor:

Office:

Office hours:

E-mail:

Telephone:

As an introductory writing course equivalent to English 701, English 711 is designed to help students whose native language is not English to develop college-level reading, writing, and critical thinking skills that are essential to academic work. To achieve these goals, we will explore a single theme, “language.” Language is our theme because it is an essential part of being human and because, as learners of English, you should develop a keen awareness of how language works, how it shapes our views of the world and ourselves in society, and how society affects language use. Throughout the semester, you will critically read and discuss such topics as the power of language, gender and language, and bilingualism and bilingual education. You will also write about these topics, incorporating your understandings of essays, making connections among the readings, relating the readings to your own experiences with language, expressing your ideas clearly and persuasively, and revising your essays as many times as necessary so that you move closer to becoming competent members of the academic community.

By the end of the course, you will be expected to have achieved the following specific objectives:

    
A.   to be able to draw out the main points of the assigned reading and understand how they 



are supported;


B.   to be able to connect multiple texts through an issue or an idea;


C.   to be able to write clear, coherent, grammatically correct, and effective essays;

  
D.   to be able to critique the writing of classmates.

II.   Required Texts 

     
A.  Course Packet: available on Blackboard

      B.  
Hacker, Diana. A Pocket Style Manual. 5th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2009.


         (available at the bookstore, located at the basement of the Student Activities Center)     

III.  Course Requirements 


A.  Writing Assignments and Portfolio

During the semester, you will write four essays and revise the first three of these. These 


revisions and your final essay will be graded in the form of a portfolio, a collection of 



your work. This means that individual essays will not be graded and that you will need 


to spend considerable time working on revisions throughout the semester. All 


assignments should be typed and double spaced. Electronic copies are not accepted.


On the last day of class, you will submit a portfolio containing your three revised 


essays and final essay (placed in the left folder) and all drafts of your essays (placed in 


the right folder). This requires that you save all of your essays completed in the course. 



A panel of instructors will review your portfolio to ensure that all students are fairly 



graded and that consistent standards are used in the First-Year Writing Program. In order 



to be eligible to pass the course, you must receive a passing grade (C- or above) on the 



portfolio, although a passing portfolio alone does not guarantee that you will pass the 



course. 


B. 
Reading Assignments: You must come to class having completed all assigned readings 



and ready to participate in our class discussions.


C.   Individual Conferences: You will meet with me individually four times this semester. 




We will arrange dates and times. In our meeting, we will discuss your work, and you will 




ask questions specific to your work. A missed appointment will be counted as a class absence, and there will be no make-up conferences. 

VI. Course Policies


A.  Attendance: Attendance is mandatory. If you have more than two absences (excused 



or unexcused), you will have a lowered final grade (a reduction of one letter grade (e.g., 


from B to B-) for each absence beyond the second absence). If you have more than four 


absences, you will not pass the course, regardless of your final grade.



If you miss a class, you are still responsible for catching up with the work from that day. 


Contact one of your classmates to ask what you missed that day; do not e-mail me about 


what you missed. 


B.  
Lateness: If you are not in class when I note attendance, you will be marked as late. Two 



times being late will equal one absence. 


C.   Late Essays:  If you turn in your essay or homework late, it will affect your final grade.


D.  
Etiquette: Please turn off your cell-phone while you are in class. Eating and drinking 


are not permitted in class.

V. 
 Grading (You must receive a C- or above to pass the course):

    
A.  
Portfolio: 50%

     
B.  
Quizzes: 15% 


C. 
Exam: 20%

     
D.  
Homework: 10%


E.
Participation (both verbal and attentional (to other speakers, including me): 5%
VI. Policy of Academic Honesty (Excerpted from the Temple University Statement on Academic  


Honesty for Students in Undergraduate Courses)

A.  Plagiarism 


Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of another person's labor: another person's ideas, 

words, or assistance. In general, all sources must be identified as clearly, accurately, and thoroughly as possible. Academic cheating is, in general terms, the thwarting or breaking of the general rules of academic work and/or the specific rules of individual courses. It includes falsifying data; submitting, without the instructor's approval, work in one course that was done for another; helping others to plagiarize or cheat from one's own or someone else's work; or actually doing the work of another person.


B.  Penalties for Academic Dishonesty


The penalty for dishonesty can vary from a reprimand and receiving a failing grade for a 


particular assignment, to failure for the course, to suspension or expulsion from the 


University.


If you plagiarize in my class, you will fail the course. This is not negotiable. If you are 


uncertain about anything, ask BEFORE you hand in the work. It will be too late 


afterwards.  


Of course, we do not want to discourage you from using other people’s ideas or data. Our 


aim is exactly the opposite. But you must always make clear your sources. The following 


rules will help you to avoid plagiarism: 



1.  The language in your paper must be either your own or a direct quote from the 



  original author.



2. 
Changing a few words or phrases from another writer’s work is not enough to 




make the writing “your own.” The writing is either your own or the other 




person’s; there are no in-betweens.




3. 
In text citation and an accurate bibliography, acknowledge that the fact or 




opinion expressed comes from another writer. If the language comes from 




another writer, quotation marks are necessary in addition to a correct citation.


If you are in any way uncertain about what constitutes plagiarism, consult with me.

VII. Disability Disclosure Statement


Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should 

contact me privately to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible. Contact Disability Resources and Services at 215-204-1280 in 100 Ritter Annex to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.

VIII. Statement on Academic Freedom

Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic freedom. The 


University has adopted a policy on Student and Faculty Academic Rights and 


Responsibilities (Policy # 03.70.02) which can be accessed through the following link: 


http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02.

Schedule of Reading and Essay Assignments

Week 1 (Aug. 30, Sept. 1)

           
T  
Introduction of course objectives, requirements, and policies 



In-Class Writing


Th
Reading: Malcolm X – “Homemade Education” (pp. 95-98)



Workshop: Basics on Writing an Academic Paragraph (Topic Sentence, Support, 



Organization, Unity, and Coherence) 






       

(http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/606/01)

Week 2 (Sept. 6, 8)


T
Reading: Michaels – “My Yiddish” (pp. 105-112)



Workshop: Basics on Writing an Academic Essay 








(http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/01)

          
Th
Reading: Marin – “Spanish Lessons” (pp. 112-117)



Workshop: Discussion of Essay Assignment #1

Week 3 (Sept. 13, 15)          

           
T
Reading: Kingston – “The Language of Silence” (pp. 118-122)



Workshop: MLA Documentation I (Hacker 104-127 [#28-#32a])

     
Th
Reading: Kornheiser – “No Detail Is Too Small for Girls Answering a Simple 



          Question” (pp. 305-307) & Holmes – “Women Talk Too Much” (pp. 299-305)

Week 4 (Sept. 20, 22)

           
T
Essay 1 Due 



Workshop: Peer Review Guide & Critique of Student Essay 



Th
Reading: Macaulay – “Sex Differences” (pp. 307-313)

 
Workshop: MLA Documentation II (Hacker 127-154 [#32b-#33])

Week 5 (Sept. 27, 29)

           
T
Reading: Thompson –“He and She: What’s the Real Difference?” (pp. 313-316)



Workshop: Discussion of Essay Assignment #2

Th
Conferences (1) – Class Cancelled 

Week 6 (Oct. 4, 6)

           
T
Quiz 1 

Writing Workshop: Punctuation I (Hacker 58-68 [#17-#18])


Th 
Reading: Rafelman –“The Party Line” (pp. 316-322)



Writing Workshop: Fragments (Hacker 42-44 [#14])

Week 7 (Oct. 11, 13) 

           
T
Essay 2 Due (Bring two copies of your essay.) 


Peer Review 
           
Th
Reading:
 Tannen – “‘I’ll Explain It to You’: Lecturing and Listening” (pp. 322-334)
 Week 8 (Oct. 18, 20) 


T
Revision of Essay 2 Due 


Workshop: Punctuation II (Hacker 68-78 [#19-#21]) & Run-on Sentences (Hacker 



 44-47 [#15])


Th
Reading: Hayakawa – “Bilingualism in America” (pp. 575-580)


Discussion of Essay Assignment #3

Week 9 (Oct. 25, 27)

           
T
Conferences (2) – Class Cancelled


Th
Reading: Crawford – “A Nation Divided by One Language” (pp. 594-596)


Workshop: Subject and Verb Agreement (Hacker 21-25 [#10])

Week 10 (Nov. 1, 3)

           
T
Reading: M. Mujica – “Why the U.S. Needs an Official Language” (pp. 580-585) 
  
Workshop: Verbs (Hacker 25-32 & 48-50 [#11& #16a])


Th
Essay 3 Due (Bring two copies of your essay.)


Peer Review


Week 11 (Nov. 8, 10)

          
T
Quiz 2


Workshop: Pronouns (Hacker 32-40 [#12])


Th 
Revision of Essay 3 


Workshop: Adjectives and Adverbs (Hacker 40-42 [#13])





& Discussion of Essay Assignment #4

Week 12 (Nov. 15, 17)           

           
T
Reading: Rovira – “Let’s Not Say Adiós to Bilingual Education” (pp. 590-593)


Workshop: Articles (Hacker 50-53 [#16b])


Th
Reading: B. Mujica – “To Succeed, Learn in English” (pp. 150-154)



Workshop: Sentence Structure (Hacker 53-55 [#16c])

Week 13 (Nov. 22, 24) 

           
T
Conferences (3) – Class Cancelled


Th
Thanksgiving Recess 

Week 14 (Nov. 29, Dec. 1)

           
T
Conferences (4)—Bring your outline of Essay 4


Th
Quiz 3


Workshop: Prepositions (Hacker 55-56 [#16d]) & In-Class Writing

Week 15 (Dec. 6) – Last day of class


T
Course Evaluations & Review of Basics on Writing an Academic Essay 



Paper 4 Due


Portfolio Due

Essay Assignments

Essay Assignment #1; Length: three pages

Summarizing and making connections – In this assignment, you are required to show your abilities to summarize multiple essays with the purpose of connecting the major points of the essays to your own experiences.

In this chapter, we read four essays by authors who discover the power of language in one form or another. For example, Malcolm X describes, in his essay “Homemade Education,”  how his lack of understanding of many words found in books made him feel frustrated and how learning them empowered him by opening a new world for him. In her essay “Spanish Lessons,” Marin discusses how she came to find many of her voices, both Spanish and English, how they “contributed to the formation of self and identity,” and how she learned the different power of both languages.

Write an essay in which you summarize two essays among the four to which you can best relate and compare them with your own language experience. What are the similarities and differences between their experiences and yours? 

In order to complete the assignment successfully, you must summarize your chosen essays precisely and make clear connections between the authors’ experiences and your own, providing sufficient, relevant details. 

Essay Assignment #2; Length: three to four pages
Summary and comparison with rudimentary thematic synthesis of materials – In this assignment, you are required to show your abilities to summarize multiple essays and then compare and contrast the major points within those essays.   

In this chapter, we read writers arguing for and against the effect of gender on the way people talk to one another. For example, in his essay “Sex Differences,” Ronald Macaulay argues that the popular assumption that the speech of men and women is essentially different is a pure myth, while Rachel Rafelman, in her essay “The Party Line,” supports the myth by describing how men and women talk about different topics and employ different communication styles in some social conversations that she has observed. 

Choose four essays from the first five readings on “Gender and Language,” summarize each essay accurately, and compare and contrast the major points within those essays. What are the common assumptions and observations of the writers? What conclusions do the writers reach? What are their differences?

While comparing and contrasting the points, you need to explain clearly how those points are similar to and/or different from each other. You also need to make clear connections among them, as if you are creating a conversation between the writers of the essays. 

Essay Assignment #3; Length: three to four pages

Directed close reading – This assignment requires you to demonstrate your ability to evaluate a long essay on its strength, validity, and flaws by drawing on such skills as summary, analysis, critique, and synthesis.  

Based on her empirical observations and studies, Deborah Tannen writes extensively, in “‘I’ll Explain It to You’: Lecturing and Listening,” that men and women use language for different purposes and in different conversational styles, which leads to the emergence of different patterns of conversation.

Using two other essays from our course readings, write an essay in which you critically evaluate Tannen’s essay, showing the strengths and/or flaws of the arguments and the validity of the evidence used to support the arguments. 

In order to successfully accomplish this assignment, consider the following steps:

(1) Read Tannen’s essay closely, making sure that you thoroughly understand her 
major points 
and the evidence that she uses to support them.

(2) Review the previous readings on Gender and Language to make connections to Tannen’s


claims and evidence.

(3) Decide on some specific claims and evidence of Tannen’s that you will critique in your essay,


and write a critique of each one.

* Before writing your critique, write a half-page summary of Tannen’s essay in your first body 
paragraph so that your readers can fully understand the major points of the essay before reading 
your critique.

Essay Assignment #4; Length: five to six pages

Argumentation – In this assignment, you are required to show your ability to argue a controversial issue by taking a position and persuading your readers with convincing evidence that your position is more valid than that of the other side. For this task, you need to draw on your abilities to succinctly and accurately summarize different writers’ points of view and to synthesize your sources.

Option  #1

Generally, bilingualism can be defined as “the ability to speak two languages easily and naturally” or “the regular use of two languages in everyday communication.” In the context of the USA, however, bilingualism can refer to the promotion of a language other than English—mainly Spanish—as another official language. Proponents of the “English Only” movement such as Hayakawa argue that English should be made the official language of the U.S. by law because bilingualism leads to national disunity, places a large financial burden on government, and sends a wrong message to newcomers about the importance of learning English. On the other hand, 

Opponents claim that the “English Only” movement hinders non-English speaking Americans to exercise their civil rights, encourages “xenophobic attitudes,” and discriminates against immigrants.

Are the costs of the “English Only” movement outweighed by its benefits? Write an essay in which you argue for or against the recognition of English as an Official language. While arguing for your position, make sure that you introduce opposing views and counter them to make a strong and convincing argument. Provide at least five sources, two of which should be outside sources.

Option #2

Generally, bilingualism can be defined as “the ability to speak two languages easily and naturally” or “the regular use of two languages in everyday communication.” In the context of the USA, however, bilingualism can refer to the promotion of a language other than English—mainly Spanish—as another official language. Among many other uses of another language for public service, bilingual activists have sought to promote its use in the classrooms of public schools, namely “bilingual education.” Bilingual education is defined as teaching non-English speaking students all school subjects in their native language instead of English. 

Supporters of bilingual education argue that when non-English speaking students receive several years of instruction in their native language, they learn English more rapidly and improve their overall academic progress. In addition, these students can maintain their native language and do not lose their cultural heritage, they argue. On the other hand, critics of bilingual education, such as S.I. Hayakawa, claim that bilingual education impedes non-English students’ mastery of English, their academic progress, and their assimilation into mainstream America. 

Write an essay in which you argue for or against bilingual education. While arguing for your position, make sure that you introduce opposing views and counter them to make a strong and convincing argument. Provide at least five sources, two of which should be outside sources.

