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This research investigates interactions between the form of the built environment, 
transportation systems and services, and municipal infrastructure in order to understand 
interdependencies between these infrastructures and measurements of a community's 
resilience and sustainability.  Physical form also interacts with civic infrastructure 
and so this research also investigates the relationships that exist between neighborhood-
scale form and measures of social capital. This presentation will cover the conceptual basis 
for this research endeavor, describe some metrics that are used for studying sustainability 
from a variety of perspectives (environmental impact, energy use, social fabric, cost, 
resiliency etc.), and present some data to suggest that physical community form indeed does 
influence community sustainability.  

 
The CEE Department offers a Minor in Environmental Engineering, and a 

MS in Environmental Engineering. For more information contact: 
ceed@temple.edu, (215) 204-7814 
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