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PROGRAM AND APPLICATION INFORMATION 

The Counseling Psychology Program offers graduate coursework leading to the Master of Education 
degree in Counseling Psychology, with specialization in either of two tracks: 

 

WE ONLY ACCEPT STUDENTS ONCE A YEAR 
NEW STUDENTS BEGIN THE PROGRAM IN THE FALL OF EACH YEAR 

¢ƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎ either of the 
following: 
 

¾ An undergraduate Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.00 or better, or 
¾ Three ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǎ ŀ ƴƻƴƳŀǘǊƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ 

with a 3.50 GPA or better 
 

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 
 

The program of study covers 60 credits: 
 

¾ Currently 36 credits of theoretical and applied knowledge and  
¾ 24 credits of training in the interpersonal and counseling skills necessary for effective 

professional work 
o Supervised field experience in school or community agencies provides an apprentice 

training situation in which the role of the counselor in modern society can be 
realistically explored and actively assimilated 

 

ωThis track prepares students to:

ωWork with individuals, couples, families, and 
groups in various settings, including 
community mental health centers, hospitals, 
and consulting agencies

ωTo be qualified to become a Licensed 
Professional Counselor (LPC)in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Agency 
Counseling 

Track

ωThis track prepares students to:

ωWork with students, teachers, administrators, 
and parents in either an elementary or 
secondary school setting

ωTo be qualified for certification as an 
Elementary or Secondary School Counselorin 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

School 
Counseling 

Track
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The master's degree is awarded upon successful completion of the program. This requires: 
 

¾ Maintaining a satisfactory grade point average. 
A student must meet the standards of academic 
proficiency required by the Temple University 
Graduate School. Academic dismissal will result if 
a student obtains three letter grades below a B- 
or two grades of F. 
 

¾ Student disclosure of personal information. The 
program strongly believes that in order to be an 
effective counselor it is necessary to know 
yourself. That is, it is important that you 
understand your own strengths and areas for 
growth. While in the program, students are 
strongly encouraged to seek out their own 
personal counseling to work through their own 
issues and to experience the therapeutic 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛve. Many 
courses in the program, particularly the clinical 
ones (i.e., Counseling Psychology Lab I & II, 
Practicum I & II, and Internship) often explore 
studentsΩ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ άōƭƛƴŘ 
ǎǇƻǘǎΦέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
limited to the following: 1) Relationships with 
parents, peers, and spouses/partners; 2) History 
of abuse; 3) Issues around sexuality; and 4) Past 
psychological treatment. 
 

¾ Continuing to develop satisfactorily both in 
personal and professional competencies. 
Because counseling is an interpersonal process 
with considerable influence and power, each 
student is evaluated continuously for 
development toward mature, ethical professional 
behavior. 

 
 
 
 
 

¾ Demonstrating appropriate professional 
behavior through attitudes toward and beliefs 
about people that indicate respect, tolerance, 
and acceptance of a variety of human 
characteristics such as race, culture, gender, 
sexual orientation, and presenting concerns. In 
addition, students must demonstrate appropriate 
emotional responses to clients and overcome any 
personal issues that prevent them from 
mastering the necessary counseling skills. Failure 
to behave in an appropriately ethical and 
professional manner may result in dismissal from 
this program.  
o Furthermore, information of this nature is 

necessary to evaluate or obtain assistance for 
students whose personal problems could 
reasonably be judged to be preventing them 
from performing in training areas or areas of 
professionally related activities in a 
competent manner or posing a threat to the 
students or others. Students who do not 
display appropriate professional behavior may 
be required to meet with the director of the 
ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ 
develop a plan of remediation. Continuation 
in the program will depend on successful 
completion of the remediation plan. 

¾ Passing a comprehensive examination. During 
the semester in which the student is finishing all 
required coursework (i.e., non-electives), the 
student must complete and pass a special 
examination designed to demonstrate an integration 
of their learning experiences. This examination must 
be completed using a word processing program on 
either a Mac or PC computer. Basic computer 
mastery (i.e., word processing, Windows or Mac 
operating system), therefore, is required by the time 
the student takes his/her comprehensive 
examination. 

 

PREREQUISITES 
Successful students come from a variety of undergraduate preparations, but certain coursework 
provides the necessary background for beginning and completing this program. Prospective applicants 
Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŘǳate work. In addition, applicants who 
were not Psychology majors in college should have included in their undergraduate coursework the 
following course(s): 
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If you have not completed these courses as part of your undergraduate program, upon admission to the 
program you should speak with your advisor about completing these courses. Again, students who have 
a ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŀǊŜ exempt from these prerequisites. 
 

TRIAL COURSES 
Students who are unsure about the field of Counseling Psychology ƻǊ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ άǘǊȅ ƻǳǘέ ƻǳǊ program 
are urged to take a course as a non-matriculated student. We recommend the following courses: 
 

¾ Counseling Psychology 5492 ς Theories of Counseling Psychology, 
¾ Counseling Psychology 5579 ς Introduction to Couples and Family Counseling, and 
¾ Counseling Psychology 5519 ς Group Counseling  

 

We recommend Counseling Psychology 5492 ς Theories of Counseling Psychology to those students 
who have minimal training in the field of counseling psychology. These courses offer a representative 
blend of the academic and experiential components that typify our programmatic stance and are 
offered at convenient times at Temple UniǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ aŀƛƴ /ŀƳǇǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊŀōƭŜ ŀǘ 
3 credits each if the student is admitted into the program. 
 

TRANSFER OF CREDITS 
According to university regulations, students may transfer no more than nine credits completed at 
another four year institution into our program. These credits cannot have counted toward a prior 
terminal degree. Procedures for transferring credits are discussed in the Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQ) document students receive at orientation when they begin the program. 

ωIntroduction to Psychology (or Introduction to 
Educational Psychology)

ωNote: The schedule of required courses includes 
a Diagnosis in Counseling Psychology class for 
the Agency Track students. Students in this 
track, therefore, will only need to take the 
Introductory course as a prerequisite.

Agency 
Counseling Track

ωIntroduction to Psychology (or Introduction to 
Educational Psychology) AND

ωAbnormal Psychology 
(Psychopathology/Diagnosis)

ωNote: Students may take a graduate-level 
Psychopathology course outside of the program 
in lieu of completing an Abnormal Psychology 
course at the undergraduate level. This graduate 
course may then count as the prerequisite and 
ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ

School 
Counseling Track
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SPECIAL NOTE FOR STUDENTS WHO CHOOSE THE SCHOOL 

COUNSELING TRACK 
Students seeking certification as an elementary or secondary school counselor must secure an 
Internship training experience that adheres to the requirements specified by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education. Students also need to complete and pass the PRAXIS I and PRAXIS II 
examinations in order to obtain school certification. 
 
Graduates from our program who wish to obtain a second school certification (i.e., dual certification) are 
welcome to complete this process with our program. Completion of the second type of school 
certification requires enrollment and attendance in Cn Psy 9285 (aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ 
Internship ς Part-time students) for three credits and one day a week (8 hours per week) of training at 
an approved elementary or secondary school counseling office. Graduates who did not complete our 
existing 60-credit program are sometimes required to take additional coursework. 
 
Graduates who wish to complete this process during the Fall semester should 
contact the program no later than April 1st. Those who wish to complete 
this process in the Spring semester should make their interest 
known no later than November 1st.  
 

CLARIFICATION ON COURSES 
The schedule was revised in accordance with licensure and 
Pennsylvania Department of Education regulations. What we 
now refer to as Practicum is a separate course from 
Internship: 
 

 
 Practicum I and II (Cn Psy 9387): 

Both courses will be offered in the summer and will 
involve introductory experiential training for the student in 
either the school system or in an agency to complete 100 hours of 
training. These hours include: 1) in the field training and 2) Practicum I and 
Practicum II supervision courses on campus: 

 
 
 

In Practicum I, the student will attend an on-campus 
supervision course where he/she will engage in 
various professional development activities, 
including 1) advanced role-plays; 2) learning how to 
write progress notes; and 3) learning how to write 
and implement treatment plans.  

 During Practicum II the student will spend 
four hours per week in off-campus training 
(which must include at least one hour of 
supervision per week and two hours of 
direct client contact) as well as attending an 
on-campus supervision course. 
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MASTERȭS IN COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY (CN PSY) INTERNSHIP  
The internship courses are hands-on training experiences in either a school or agency, supervised by a 
faculty member. Two different course numbers are assigned to the full-time classes for administrative 
purposes. aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ /ƴ tǎȅ LƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ (Full-time students) and MŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ Cn Psy Internship (Part-time 
students) must begin in a Fall semester and be taken continuously until 12 credits are completed. 
 
 
 

Full-Time Students Part-Time Students 

Cn Psy 9185, aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ Counseling 
Psychology (Full-time Students) and Cn Psy 9085, 
Advanced Counseling Techniques are each 3-credit 
courses and constitute the internship requirement; 
they are taken simultaneously. The supervision 
seminar (Cn Psy 9085) is scheduled during the day.  
Fall Semester  = 2 days in the field (8 hours per day); 
Spring Semester = 3 days in the field (8 hours per 
day) 
 
See Schedule of Required Courses for Full-Time 
Program for more details. 

Cn Psy 9285, aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ Counseling 
Psychology (Part-time students) is 3 credits and requires 
half the time commitment to the school or agency as 
aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ Counseling Psychology (Full-time 
students) during each semester. The supervision seminar 
is scheduled in late afternoon to accommodate the part-
time students.  
1 day per week (8 hours per day) in the field for four (4) 
consecutive semesters 
 
See Schedule of Required Courses for Part-Time Program 
for more details. 

 
Please note that following courses are prerequisites to beginning the aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ /ƴ tǎȅ Internship 
(Full-time and Part-Time students) and must be completed before beginning the internship: 

¾ Counseling Psychology Labs I and II (Cn Psy 5698 & 5699) 

¾ Theories of Counseling Psychology (Cn Psy 5492) 

¾ Practicum I and II (Cn Psy 9387) 

¾ Legal & Ethical Issues in Counseling Psychology (Cn Psy 5591) 

 
 

TIME REQUIREMENTS OF THE FULL TIME PROGRAM  
 
The full-time students begin taking courses in the fall: 
 

¾ Students take 12 credits per semester (4 courses) and  

¾ Takes 6 credits (2 courses) per each of two summer sessions 

¾ Students begin aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ /ƴ tǎȅ LƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ in the fall semester of their second year 

 

THE FULL-TIME PROGRAM USUALLY TAKES TWO 
YEARS TO COMPLETE 
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Students enrolled in the full-time program are often employed part-time to fund their education. 
Students entering the full-time program are responsible for completing required coursework and Full-
¢ƛƳŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ /ƴ tǎȅ LƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ experiences. The combination of coursework and internship is 
particularly challenging during the second year of their program (i.e., required coursework, plus two 
days per week of internship activities during the Fall semester; required coursework, plus three days per 
week of internship activities during the Spring semester). Students should solicit the support of their 
employer to allow them flexibility to complete the required academic/training hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TIME REQUIREMENTS OF THE PART TIME PROGRAM  
 

The part-time students begin taking courses in the fall: 
 

¾ Students take 6 credits (2 courses) per semester and per summer session 
¾ At least two courses per semester or summer session will be offered to accommodate those 

students 
¾ The part-time program is designed solely for those individuals who must work full-time 
¾ Part-time students enroll in Part-¢ƛƳŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ /ƴ tǎȅ LƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 

spread their supervised field experience over four semesters 
 

THE PART-TIME PROGRAM USUALLY TAKES THREE YEARS 
TO COMPLETE 

 

NOTE: Once admitted shifts from the part-time to the full-time program are prohibited 
and shifts from the full-time to the part-time are discouraged in order to maintain 
required class sizes. 
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT AND SCHOLARSHIPS  
There are several ways to finance your education at Temple University. Below are just a few resources 
that you can explore: 
 

 OFF CAMPUS 
¾ Student positions posted online (http://www.temple.edu/sfs/job_bank.htm) 

 

FYI: After an applicant is admitted to the program, he or she may search for on-campus jobs through the 
TUPortal by using the Students Jobs@ Temple link. 
 

 

 COLLEGE OF EDUCATION  
¾ Graduate Administrative, Research, and Teaching Assistantships 

  http://www.temple.edu/education/student/assistantships.html 
 

 

 SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

For students enrolled in the program, several scholarship opportunities are available 
 

¾ American School Counseling Association (ASCA) ς School Counseling Track Only - Each year, 
ASCA awards $1,000 scholarships for up to 10 deserving students in a full-time master's-
level school counseling program across the country. 

 

¾ Malnati Scholarship Award ςThe recipient of this award is a 2nd or 3rd year student in the 
aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ who best exemplifies the spirit of cohesion with the class, service to 
students, faculty, and department, and identification with the goals of the profession. The 
student receives a luncheon with the faculty, a certificate, and a check for $500. 

 

ON-/!at¦{ th{L¢Lhb{ I9[5 .¸ /h¦b{9[LbD t{¸/Ih[hD¸ a!{¢9wΩ{ {¢¦59b¢{ϝ 
 

Position Location 

Graduate Assistant/Instructor, Temple University College of 
Education 

CITE Department, 2nd floor, Ritter Hall  

Graduate Intern/ Research Assistant, Temple University College of 
Education 

CITE Department, 3rd Floor, Ritter Hall 

Graduate Extern, Athletics Department, 
Coordinator of Academic Support (2 students) 

Pearson Hall, Room 103 

Graduate Extern, Athletics Department, Football, Student Athlete 
Academic Advising & Support Center (SAAASC) 

Edberg-Olson Hall 

Resident Coordinator 
University Housing and Residential Life 

Temple Towers 

Resident Coordinator 
University Housing and Residential Life 

Johnson and Hardwick Residence Halls 

Resident Coordinator 
University Housing and Residential Life 

1940 Residence Hall 

Supervisor/Graduate Extern 
1810 Liacouras Walk 
Math & Science Resource Center (MSRC) 

* Current as of September, 2008

http://www.temple.edu/sfs/job_bank.htm
http://www.temple.edu/education/student/assistantships.html


SCHEDULE OF REQUIRED COURSES FOR THE FULL-TIME PROGRAM 

For a complete description of each course, visit the Graduate School webpage: http://www.temple.edu/gradcourses/educ/gsc_d01932.htm 
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FIRST YEAR 

Fall Semester ς 15 weeks, usually beginning after Labor Day in September 

Course  # Course Name Offered 
CP 5492 Theories of Counseling Psychology Fall Only 

CP 5694 Introduction to Assessment Fall Only 

CP 5698 Counseling Psychology Lab I Fall Only 

EP 5541 Concepts in Human Development  
 

 

 

 

 

Spring Semester ς 15 weeks, beginning 2
nd

 or 3
rd

 week in January 

Course # Course Name Offered/Track 
CP 5511 Counseling in the Schools School 

CP 5519 Group Counseling Spring Only 

CP 5579 Intro to Couples & Family Therapy Spring Only 

CP 5699 Counseling Psychology Lab II Spring Only 

 3-credit ELECTIVE Agency 
  

 

Summer Session I ς 6 weeks, beginning 2
nd

 week of May 

Course # Course Name Offered/Track 
CP 9387 Practicum in Cn Psychology I Summer Only 

CP 5565 
Professional Issues in Diverse School 
Settings 

School 

CP 5566 Professional Issues in Agencies Agency 
 

 

Summer Session II ς 6 weeks, beginning 1
st
 week in July 

Course # Course Name Offered/Track 
CP 9387 Practicum in Cn Psychology  II Summer Only 

CP 5591 Legal & Ethical Issues in CP Summer Only 

SECOND YEAR 
Fall Semester ς 15 weeks, usually beginning after Labor Day in September 

Course # Course Name Offered/Track 
CP 9185/ 
CP 9085 

aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ /t όC¢ύ
1
 

Advanced Counseling Techniques
1
 

 

CP 5691 Diagnosis in Cn Psy Agency 

CP 5526 Multicultural Counseling  

 3-credit ELECTIVE School 

 1A minimum of two full days per week in a school or agency plus a three-hour 
seminar. Prerequisites are the Labs and Practica classes as well as Cn Psy 5492 
& 5591. 
 

Spring Semester ς 15 weeks, beginning 2
nd

 or 3
rd

 week in January 

Course # Course Name Offered/Track 
CP 9185/ 
CP 9085 

aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ /t όC¢ύ
2
 

Advanced Counseling Techniques
2
 

 

CP 5593 Career Counseling & Development Spring Only 

Ed 5325 Intro to Statistics and Research
3
  

2
A minimum of three full days per week in a school or agency plus a three hour 

weekly seminar. Prerequisites are the completion of the first semester of 
Internship. This is essentially a continuation of the Fall course at the same 
Internship training site. 
3
You may substitute a more advanced section of Statistics for Education 5325 

 

Spring Semester Only  
 

Comprehensive Examination ς late March/early April 
Note: Unless there are unusual circumstances (i.e., a documented 
disability), it is expected that all students will complete their 
comprehensive exam on computer (either PC or Mac). The program 
believes that our students need to possess basic computer skills upon 
graduation.

  




