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CO-AUTHORSHIP BETWEEN FACULTY AND GRADUATE STUDENTS
This document provides guidelines for determining authorship of journal articles (as well as book chapters, reports and other research products), especially when the research involves both faculty and graduate students.  A number of disciplines, federal agencies, professional associations, and journal editors have developed guidelines for determining authorship status and order.   The following principles incorporate these professional guidelines as well as the experience of Department of Criminal Justice faculty.

Most organizations agree that the following guidelines apply for determining whether authorship status or order: 
1. Authorship is earned by making a substantive contribution to one or more aspects of the article or chapter including the project conception, design, literature review, data collection, data analyses, or article drafting

2. Substantive contributions are based on scientific and other substantive contributions, rather than the mere amount of time and effort spent on a project
3. Data collection or data entry alone is not a sufficient contribution to justify authorship, although it may be relevant in combination with other contributions
4. Faculty and graduate students receive authorship credit only for work they have actually performed or to which they have contributed 
5. Everyone listed as an author should have critically reviewed drafts of the article and approved the final version

6. Authorship is not presumed to be a right obtained by being associated with a research project

7. Authorship and the order of authors should be discussed and agreed upon prior to initiating the work which will lead to article preparation. An initial discussion should include allocation of effort, time frames, and divisions of labor. Collaborators may want to make a record of the initial agreement. It may be necessary to renegotiate this memo of understanding as situations change.  
8. With masters theses or dissertations published as journal articles, or the equivalent, students will typically be the first author. The primary faculty advisor may or may not be a co-author, depending on a number of factors. Students would normally be first and sole author on articles based on their dissertations, although in some special circumstances primary advisors might be included as co-authors. 
9. The order of authorship should generally reflect the relative scientific or professional contributions of the individuals, regardless of relative status. The first author is generally the one who made the greatest scientific contribution; subsequent authors should be listed in decreasing order of scientific contribution.

10. Minor contributors to the research or the article may be acknowledged in a footnote, rather than with authorship

11.  In the case of equal contributions to an article, the authors may be listed alphabetically or in some other mutually agreed upon order.  In these circumstances the acknowledgements section would note that authors made equal contributions to the work and how author order was determined. 
12. In the event of a dispute between a graduate student and faculty member about authorship, a graduate student has the right to request clarification from the CJ Department chair, or to pursue resolution through graduate student grievance procedures. These procedures start in the department and move to the College as needed.  A faculty co-author should not also be involved in resolving the grievance. 
The above should be considered guidelines for determining authorship status and order. They are offered in the hope that they will increase the transparency around these processes. Ultimately, the final decision as to whether a person should be listed as an author and the order of authorship will be at the discretion of the faculty member involved in the research. 

� Different faculty may use different rules of thumb for gauging relative scientific contribution. Most important may be whose idea it was, or who wrote the first draft, or who completed and interpreted the results, or something else. Most important is that different members of the research team have clarity on what is relevant early in the collaborative process.
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