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PHIL 721:  Seminar in Social and Political Philosophy 
POLSCI 486:  Problems in Political Philosophy
Professor Carol Gould (cgould@temple.edu)
Wednesdays, 5:30-8:00

CHAT Seminar Room, Gladfelter, 10th floor & Anderson Hall, room 706

Office Hours:  Wednesday 3:00-5:00 and by appointment
Description:  
This seminar will examine three leading approaches in contemporary political philosophy—Rawlsian contractarianism, Habermassian critical social theory, and feminist political theory—and will critically analyze their strengths and weaknesses.  We will consider their contributions to advancing the new field of international political theory, especially concerning global justice, political ecology, and the possibilities of solidarity across borders.  Readings will include John Rawls, Thomas Pogge, Jurgen Habermas, Iris Marion Young, Alison Jaggar, and Nancy Fraser.  
Books and articles:  All course materials will be available on Blackboard.
Course Requirements:
Oral presentation:  Analysis and critique of the central argument in a single course reading,

preferably using powerpoint.  20% of the grade.
Research and analytical paper:  Approximately 15 pages.  Due April 25th by the start of class.
On a topic of the student’s choice related to the seminar themes.  (Students are encouraged to write on a matter of research significance to them from within or outside the course).  The paper is expected to display good acquaintance with the relevant literature and to develop an original argument.  Creativity in the selection of topics and execution of the paper is welcome.  A one-page proposal stating problem to be addressed and provisional thesis, with an appended bibliography is due on or before March 21st.  The proposal and the paper should be submitted in emails as attached word documents and in hard copy (double-spaced with 1” margins, 12 pitch font).  45% of the grade.
Take-home final:  Two short essays integrating course readings across seminar units, selected
from a wide choice of questions.  Approximately 500 words per essay.  Due by email on May 2nd by 5:30 p.m. The final should be submitted as an attached word document, preferably single-space.  20% of the grade.
Attendance and participation:  

Re required attendance:  It is obligatory to email the professor with notification of any absence, if at all possible beforehand.  Normally, excused absences are given only for medical or serious family reasons or for important job interviews.  Also, please inform the professor of any anticipated absences due to religious observance within three weeks of the start of the course (by email).  
Re participation:  Students (including auditors) are expected to have read all assigned materials for each seminar meeting and to participate fully in the discussions.  If a student does not have adequate opportunity to make a point in class, posting on the Blackboard discussion forum will also count positively toward the participation portion of the grade.  Note that the oral presentation alone does not meet the requirement for participation.

15% of the grade.  

Additional requirement:   Please maintain a functioning temple.edu email address and check it

regularly for communications from the professor.  Also please check Blackboard frequently to keep up to date with messages and discussion boards.
Academic integrity and originality:   The single most important criterion for excellent performance in the course is originality in conception and execution.  Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic integrity at all times, and to cite or otherwise give credit for material used from all sources.  Please refer to the Temple University Bulletin 2006-07 for further clarification of the requirements of academic integrity.  Please note that these requirements apply to the oral presentation, as well as to all written requirements (and to class participation and blackboard interventions). 

Disability Policy:  This course is open to all students who meet the academic requirements for participation.  Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the instructor privately to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible.  Contact Disability Resources and Services at 215-204-1280 in 100 Ritter Annex to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.

Statement on Academic Freedom:  Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic freedom. The University has adopted a policy on Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities (Policy # 03.70.02) which can be accessed through the following link: http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02
Preliminary Course Outline:
Please note:  All meetings in CHAT Seminar room, Gladfelter, 10th floor, unless otherwise indicated.

January 17th:  Introduction

January 24th:  John Rawls
Reading: 

A Theory of Justice (Harvard Univ. Press, 1971), pp. 3-21, 54-117, 195-201, 251-257, 274-281, 302-303, 520-529.
January 31st:  (Note:  Meeting will be in Anderson 706.)  John Rawls
Reading:

Political Liberalism (Columbia Univ. Press, 1993), pp. 3-80, 132-175, 212-254.
Feb. 7th:   John Rawls

Readings:

The Law of Peoples (Harvard University Press, 1999), pp. 3-88.
Kok-Chor Tan, “Rawls’s Law of Peoples,” in Toleration, Diversity, and Global Justice (Penn State Press, 2000), pp. 19-45.
Feb. 14th:  Pogge and Global Justice

Readings:

Thomas Pogge, “Priorities of Global Justice,” Metaphilosophy, Vol. 32, nos. 1-2, January, 2001

-----, “Real World Justice,” The Journal of Ethics, 9 (2005): 29-53.
-----, World Poverty and Human Rights (Polity 2002), pp. 1-26, 52-70, 91-117, 196-215.
Feb. 21st:  Jurgen Habermas
Readings:
Jurgen Habermas, “Discourse Ethics:  Notes on a Program of Philosophical Justification,” Moral Consciousness and Communicative Action (Blackwells, 1990), pp. 43-109.

-----, “Reconciliation through the Public Use of Reason:  Remarks on John Rawls’s Political Liberalism, Journal of Philosophy,” Vol. XCII, no. 3 (1995): 109-131.
-----, “Justice and Solidarity,”in Hermeneutics and Critical Theory in Ethics and Politics, ed. Michael Kelly (MIT Press, 1990), 32-52.

Recommended:  Habermas, The Theory of Communicative Action, pp. 273-337.

Feb. 28th:  Jurgen Habermas 

Readings: 
Between Facts and Norms, trans. W. Rehg (MIT Press, 1996), pp. 82-193, 287-328.

March 14th:  Discourse Ethics, Deliberative Democracy, and the “Postnational Constellation” 
Readings:
Seyla Benhabib, “The Generalized and the Concrete Other,” in Feminism as Critique, ed. Benhabib and Cornell (Univ. of Minnesota Press, 1987), pp. 77-95.

-----, “In the Shadow of Aristotle and Hegel:  Communicative Ethics and Current Controversies in Practical Philosophy,” in Hermeneutics and Critical Theory in Ethics and Politics, pp. 1-31.

Joshua Cohen, “Procedure and Substance in Deliberative Democracy,” in Democracy and Difference, ed. Seyla Benhabib (Princeton University Press, 1996), 95-119.

Jurgen Habermas, “The Postnational Constellation and the Future of Democracy,” in The Postnational Constellation:  Political Essays, trans. Max Pensky (MIT Press, 2001), 58-112.
March 21st:   The Critique of Oppression, Heterogeneous Publics, and the Idea of Inclusive Democracy
(Note:  Meeting will be in Anderson 706)

Readings:
Iris Marion Young, Justice and the Politics of Difference (Princeton University Press, 1990), 

pp. 3-65 and 96-121.
-----, Inclusion and Democracy (Oxford, 2000), pp. 1-51, 236-275.
March 28th:   Redistribution, Recognition, and the Public Sphere
Readings: 
Nancy Fraser, Unruly Practices (University of Minnesota, 1989), 113-143, 161-187
-----, Justice Interruptus (Routledge, 1997), 11-39, 69-98, 189-205.
April 4th:   Justice and Feminism 
Readings:

Alison Jaggar, “Socialist Feminism and Human Nature,” Feminist Politics and Human Nature, 1983, pp. 123-132.

Susan Moller Okin, Justice, Gender, and the Family (Basic Books, 1989), pp. 3-22, 89-109 and 170-186.

Chantal Mouffe, “Feminism, Citizenship, and Radical Democratic Politics,” in Feminists Theorize the Political, ed., Judith Butler and Joan Scott (Routledge, 1992), 369-384.
Anne Phillips, “Democracy and Difference:  Some Problems for Feminist Theory,” Political Quarterly 63 (1992):  79-90.
April 11th:  Global Feminism
Readings:
Alison Jaggar, “’Saving Amina’:  Global Justice for Women and Intercultural Dialogue,” Real World Justice, ed. Follesdal and Pogge (Springer, 2005), 37-63.  
Martha Nussbaum, Sex and Social Justice (Oxford University Press, 1999), 29-54, 118-129.
Fiona Robinson, “Care, Gender and Global Social Justice:  Rethinking ‘Ethical Globalization’,” Journal of Global Ethics, Vol. 2, No. 1 (June 2006):  5-25.

Kimberly Hutchings, “Toward a Feminist International Ethics,” Review of International Studies, 26 (2000):  111-130.

April 18th:  A synthetic approach

Reading:

Carol C. Gould, Globalizing Democracy and Human Rights, pp. 1-74, 159-216.
April 25th:  Global Political Ecology
Readings:  
Tim Hayward,”Thomas Pogge’s Global Resources Dividend: A Critique and an Alternative,” Journal of Moral Philosophy, Vol. 2, No. 3, 317-332 (2005)
-----Constitutional Environmental Rights (Oxford University Press, 2005), pp. 1-92, 185-215. 

-----"Human Rights vs Emissions Rights: Climate Justice and the Equitable Distribution of Ecological Space" (September 11, 2006). Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=929675.
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