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PHIL 5221:  SOC & POL PHILOS
POLSCI 8330:  TOPICS IN INT'L POLITICS
Special Focus—Hard Questions in International Ethics and Transnational Democracy

Professor Carol Gould (cgould@temple.edu)
Wednesdays, 2:40 – 5:10

Anderson Hall, room 706

Office Hours:  Wednesday 1:30-2:30 and by appointment. 
Description:  This graduate seminar will focus on a set of problems in international political theory and global ethics that are currently subject to lively debate among political philosophers and normative theorists of international politics.  We will try to collectively make progress in resolving them.  The issues in general terms are as follows (note that we cannot attempt to cover the entire field of issues in each case, but rather will focus on a smaller subset of them in our discussions):  1) Do our responsibilities to mitigate global inequalities trump our obligations to compatriots, and if so, what means should be used to achieve a more just distribution?  What are the philosophical underpinnings for justice in this broader domain—rationality, empathy, solidarity, fundamental human rights?   2) Should we “tolerate the intolerable”? That is, what are the limits of allowable cultural practices that may be oppressive or repressive, and how should those limits be arrived at?  3)  Does globalization deserve its current hype and if so, what are its implications for major actors in the contemporary world?  What sort of normative approach should be taken to counter globalization’s admitted ill effects?  3) What are the appropriate limits to sovereignty in this period of increasing globalization and the expansion of international law?  What is the status of the key agents involved—the nation-state and nonstate actors, e.g., corporations and civil society organizations—and should we understand them as individuals or collectives?  4) Are more transnational forms of democracy viable, and if so, what are suitable models for it?  How can accountability be introduced into the institutions of global governance?  What is the role of human rights and their juridification in enabling new transnational democratic institutions?  What alternatives are there for increased democratization globally short of new institutional frameworks—is deliberative democracy, either personal or through the internet and stronger civil society organizations key here?  5) What is a plausible conceptual account of peace as a realistic goal?  Short of its achievement and in view of current forms of conflict and war, are just war principles still helpful?  What approach should be taken to other contemporary uses of violence—including, in very diverse ways, humanitarian intervention, terrorism, and torture?
Books and articles:  Course materials will be available on Blackboard.
Course Requirements:
Oral presentation:  Analysis and critique of the central argument in a single course reading,

using powerpoint (as available) or handouts.  20% of the grade.
Research and analytical paper:  Approximately 15 pages.  Due April 30th by the start of class.

On a topic of the student’s choice related to the seminar themes.  (Students are encouraged to write on a matter of research significance to them from within or outside the course).  The paper is expected to display good acquaintance with the relevant literature and to develop an original argument.  Creativity in the selection of topics and execution of the paper is welcome.  A one-page proposal stating problem to be addressed and provisional thesis, with an appended bibliography is due on or before April 2nd.  The proposal and the paper should be submitted in emails as attached word documents and in hard copy (double-spaced with 1” margins, 12 pitch font).  55% of the grade.
Attendance and participation:  

Re required attendance:  It is obligatory to email the professor with notification of any absence, if at all possible beforehand.  Normally, excused absences are given only for medical or serious family reasons or for important job interviews.  Also, please inform the professor of any anticipated absences due to religious observance within three weeks of the start of the course (by email).  

Re participation:  Students (including auditors) are expected to have read all assigned materials for each seminar meeting and to participate fully in the discussions.  If a student does not have adequate opportunity to make a point in class, posting on the Blackboard discussion forum will also count positively toward the participation portion of the grade.  Note that the oral presentation alone does not meet the requirement for participation.

25% of the grade.  

Additional requirement:   Please maintain a functioning temple.edu email address and check it

regularly for communications from the professor.  Also please check Blackboard frequently to keep up to date with messages and discussion boards.
Academic integrity and originality:   The single most important criterion for excellent performance in the course is originality in conception and execution.  Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic integrity at all times, and to cite or otherwise give credit for material used from all sources.  Please refer to the Temple University Bulletin 2006-07 for further clarification of the requirements of academic integrity.  Please note that these requirements apply to the oral presentation, as well as to all written requirements (and to class participation and blackboard interventions). 

Disability Policy:  This course is open to all students who meet the academic requirements for participation.  Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the instructor privately to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible.  Contact Disability Resources and Services at 215-204-1280 in 100 Ritter Annex to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.

Statement on Academic Freedom:  Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic freedom. The University has adopted a policy on Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities (Policy # 03.70.02) which can be accessed through the following link: http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02
Preliminary Course Outline:

January 23rd:  Introductory Discussion
January 30: Cosmopolitan Responsibilities:  Does it make sense to talk about global citizenship?  Is there still a role for patriotism?  If we have strong cosmopolitan responsibilities, what is the basis for them?  (The last question is also taken up in the following week’s discussion).
Readings (all in the Cosmopolitan responsibilities section of the CD)

Kok-Chor Tan, “Boundary Making and Equal Concern”

Toni Erskine, “Citizen of Nowhere?”

Alison Jaggar, “Arenas of Citizenship”

Iris Marion Young, “Responsibility and Social Justice”
In addition, please read any one of the following recommended articles, to bring to bear on our discussion:

Kwame Anthony Appiah, “Cosmopolitan Patriots”

Nigel Dower, “Global Ethics and Global Citizenship” (in the Global Democracy section-CD)

Craig Calhoun, “Belonging” in the Cosmopolitan Imaginary

Samuel Scheffler, “Conceptions of Cosmopolitanism”

Arash Abizadeh and Pablo Gilabert, “Is there a Genuine Tension between Cosmopolitan


Egalitarianism and Special Responsibilities?”

Richard Miller, “Cosmopolitan Respect and Patriotic Concern”

Richard Arneson, “Do Patriotic Ties Limit Global Justice Duties?”

February 6:  Global Justice

Is there a moral requirement for global redistribution of resources or wealth, and if so, what is its extent?  International distributive justice, benevolence, or economic human rights as grounds for dealing with hunger and poverty in developing countries.  

Readings:

Peter Singer, "Famine, Affluence, and Morality;” http://www.petersingerlinks.com/famine.htm
Charles Beitz, "Justice and International Relations;" 

Pogge, “Real World Justice”
Henry Shue, "Solidarity among Strangers and the Right to Food;" 

James Nickel, "A Human Rights approach to World Hunger;" 

Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom, 35-53.

For your interest:  
Pogge, Extreme Poverty as a Human Rights Violation”
Pogge, World Poverty and Human Rights chapter 1

Onora O’Neill, “Lifeboat Earth;” 

Amartya Sen, “Goods and People”
Nagel on global justice and the critique by Cohen and Sabel

February 13:  Economic and technological globalization and the role of transnational corporations, and trade; gender issues in globalization 

Readings: 
Joseph Stiglitz, Globalization and its Discontents, two selections
Jan Nederveen Pieterse, Globalization or Empire?  
Thomas Donaldson, "Moral Minimums for Multinationals" 

Pippa Norris, Digital Divide, chapter 1.

Richard Kahn and Douglas Kellner, “Virtually Democratic: Online Communities and Internet Activism” 

Arlie Russell Hochschild, “Global Care Chains and Emotional Surplus Value” 
Fiona Robinson, “Care, Gender, and Global Social Justice”
Richard Barnet and John Cavanagh, “Homogenization of Global Culture”  
James Mittelman, “Alternative Globalization,” 
Recommended:
Peter Singer discussing One World, and multinationals:

http://www.cceia.org/resources/transcripts/164.html
http://www.cceia.org/resources/transcripts/5228.html
Saskia Sassen, “Blind Spots:  Toward a Feminist Analytics of the Global Economy” at

http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/IGS/presentation/sassen.pdf
A. E. Lacsamana, “Sex Worker or Prostituted Woman?”

Bridget Anderson, “Who needs Yehudi Menuhin?  Costs and Impact of Migration,” 
February 13:  Global Justice and the Environment

Singer, “One Atmosphere”

Tim Hayward, “The Case for a Human Right to an Adequate Environment”

Simon Caney, Cosmopolitan Justice, Responsibility, and Global Climate Change

Robert Goodin, “International Ethics and the Environmental Crisis”

Additional article to be determined

February 27:  Cultural recognition and human rights
The recognition of cultural and national identities, and the rights of minority cultures:
Charles Taylor, “The Politics of Recognition” (omit section III) 

Michael Walzer, Comment

Leslie Green, "Internal Minorities and their Rights," 
Darlene M. Johnston, "Native Rights as Collective Rights:  A Question of Self-Preservation”
Joseph H. Carens, "Aliens and Citizens:  The Case for Open Borders" 
The tension between diverse--and sometimes oppressive--cultural practices and universalistic norms. Can human rights be used to set limits to these practices?  Do international documents need to be revised to explicitly include women’s human rights, or can existing rights be used to advance women’s equality?  

Ken Booth, "Three Tyrannies," 

Chris Brown, "Universal Human Rights: A Critique," 

Hilary Charlesworth, “Human Rights as Men’s Rights;” 

Arati Rao, “The Politics of Gender and Culture in International Human Rights Discourse,”

Alison Jaggar, “Saving Amina”
Recommended:
K. Anthony Appiah, "Identity, Survival:  Multicultural Societies and Social Reproduction" 
Chandran Kukathas, "Are there any Cultural Rights?" 
Pamela Goldberg, "Where in the World is there Safety for Me?  Women Fleeing Gender-Based Persecution" 
Brooke Ackerly, “Culture, Gender, and Human Rights”
Brennan and Fan, “Autonomy and Interdependence”

Muhammed Khalid Masud, “Muslim Perspectives on Global Ethics”
Richard Madsen:  “Confucianism:  Ethical Uniformity and Diversity”

March 5:  Toleration for oppressive societies?

Herbert Marcuse, “Repressive Tolerance”
http://www.marcuse.org/herbert/pubs/60spubs/65repressivetolerance.htm
John Rawls, The Law of Peoples” (article)
Amartya Sen, "Human Rights and Asian Values;" in Ethics & International Affairs, 170-193.

http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/sen.htm
Ann E. Mayer, "Cultural Particularism as a Bar to Women's Rights:  Reflections on the 


Middle Eastern Experience" 
Henry Shue, “Thickening Convergence:  Human Rights and Cultural Diversity”

Jurgen Habermas, “Equal Treatment of Cultures
Recommended:  
Robert Paul Wolff, “Marcuse’s Theory of Toleration”

The Law of Peoples, selections

Jurgen Habermas, “Religious Tolerance”

James Bohman, “Deliberative Toleration”

March 19:  Global solidarity
Craig Calhoun, “Imagining Solidarity”

Joseph Schwartz, “From Domestic to Global Solidarity”

Max Pensky, “Two Cheers for Cosmopolitanism”

Carol Gould, “Transnational Solidarities”

Larry May, “The International Community, Solidarity, and the Duty to Aid”
Recommended:  

David Heyd, “Justice and Solidarity”

Enrique Dussel, “Deconstruction and the Concept of Tolerance”

March 31st (replacing March 26th):  Collective Responsibility in International Affairs

What is the status of international actors, state and nonstate?

Toni Erskine, “Assigning Responsibilities to Institutional Moral Agents”

David Runciman, “Moral Responsibility and the Problem of Representing the State”

Larry May, “Collective Responsibility, Honor, and the Rules of War”

Christian Barry, “Global Justice:  Aims, Arrangements, and Responsibilities”
Brook Sadler, “Collective Responsibility, Universalizability, and Social Practices”

Paul Formosa, “Moral Responsibility for Banal Evil”

Recommended:

Pettigrove, “Hannah Arendt and Collective Forgiving”

April 2nd:  Limits of Sovereignty, the role of international law, and accountability in global governance
Readings:  
Chris Brown, Sovereignty, Rights, and Justice. 
Avishai Margalit and Joseph Raz, "National Self-Determination" 
Omar Dahbour, “The Ethics of Self-Determination: Democratic, National, Regional.”
Balakrishnan Rajagopal, International Law from Below, 165-232. 

Robert Dahl, “Can International Organizations be Democratic?:  A Skeptic’s View”
Andrew Moravcik, “Is there a Democratic Deficit in World Politics:  A Framework for Analysis”

Anne-Marie Slaughter, “Disaggregated Sovereignty”

Allen Buchanan and Robert Keohane, “The Legitimacy of Global Governance Institutions”
Recommended:

Cass Sunstein, Designing Democracy:  What Constitutions Do
April 9:  Global Democracy

What are appropriate models for transnational democracy?
Readings:

David Held, Cosmopolitan Democracy and the Global Order, selections
David Held, Global Covenant (Blackwells, 2004), chapters 6, 9, 10.

Michael Saward, “A Critique of Held,” 

Benhabib, The Rights of Others, chap. 5
Carol Gould, Globalizing Democracy and Human Rights, chaps. 7 & 9

Daniel Weinstock, The Real World of (Global) Democracy,” in Journal of Social Philosophy,

 37.1, Special Issue on Democracy and Globalization
Recommended: 
Richard Falk, “Global Civil Society and the Democratic Prospect” 

John Dryzek, “Transnational Democracy:  Beyond the Cosmopolitan Model” 
Frank Cunningham, “Democracy and Globalization, 
Iris Marion Young, “Self-Determination and Global Democracy” 
Archon Fung, Recipes for Public Spheres

April 16:  Human Rights Regimes, transnational democracy, and the possibilities for peace
Thomas Risse and Kathryn Sikkink, “The socialization of international human rights norms into

domestic practices:  introduction” 
Bok, Early Advocates of World Peace
El-Bushra, “Feminist Peace Activism”
Cederman, “Back to Kant:  Reinterpreting the Democratic Peace”
James Bohman, “Beyond the Democratic Peace:  An Instrumental Justification of Transnational


Democracy,” in Journal of Social Philosophy, 37.1
Recommended:  Immanuel Kant, Perpetual Peace
http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/kant/kant1.htm
April 23:  Just war theory and humanitarian intervention

Are traditional just war theories applicable in contemporary contexts?  The normative status of the nation-state as giving right against intervention.  Do states have to be democratically legitimate or respect human rights in order to have a right against intervention?

Nicholas Fotion, “Reactions to War: Pacifism, Realism, and Just War Theory,” in A. Valls, 
ed., Ethics in International Affairs, pp. 15-32.

Michael Walzer, "The Rights of Political Communities" (from Just and Unjust Wars); 

David Luban, "Just War and Human Rights;" 

Michael Walzer, "The Moral Standing of States: A response to four critics;" 

David Luban, "The Romance of the Nation-State;" 

     
in C. Beitz et al, eds., International Ethics, pp. 165-243.

Humanitarian Intervention.  Is it justified to use force to prevent grave violations of human rights without the consent of the target state?   

Simon Caney, “Humanitarian Intervention and State Sovereignty,” in Valls, Ethics in

International Affairs, pp. 117-134.

Zanetti and Doyle on intervention
Recommended:  Thomas Nagel, "War and Massacre" 

http://www.cs.ucdavis.edu/~rogaway/classes/188/spring06/papers/nagle_war.html
April 30:  Terrorism, torture, and political violence

Michael Walzer, “Five Questions about Terrorism,” Dissent, Winter, 2002, 5-16,

 [http://www.dissentmagazine.org/netscape/frames_version/archives/2002/wi02/walzer.shtml]
Andrew Valls, “Can Terrorism be Justified?” in Valls, ed., Ethics in International Affairs, 
pp. 65-79.

Robin Morgan, Demon Lover:  The Roots of Terrorism, “Introduction to the 2001 edition.”
David Luban, “The War on Terrorism and the End of Human Rights”
http://www.publicpolicy.umd.edu/IPPP/reports/vol22sum02/Summer%202002%20issue.pdf
Lloyd Dumas, “Is Development an Effective Way to Fight Terrorism,” 
David Sussman, “What’s Wrong with Torture?”
David Luban, “Liberalism, Torture, and the Ticking Bomb”

Bufacchi and Arrigo, “Torture, Terrorism and the State:  A Refutation of the Ticking Time Bomb”
Recommended:  
Benjamin Barber, “The War of All against All:  Terror and the Politics of Fear” 
Henry Shue, “Torture in Dreamland:  Disposing of the Ticking Bomb”

Jeremy Waldron, “Torture and Positive Law”

For your interest :  

Popular article—

http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200310/bowden
Susan Sontag—

http://www.nytimes.com/2004/05/23/magazine/23PRISONS.html?ex=1400644800&en=a2cb6ea6bd297c8f&ei=5007&partner=USERLAND
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