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PHIL222/PS316/WS202:  International Ethics
Temple University

Fall, 2006, Tuesdays 2:40-5:30, Anderson Hall 706
Prof. Carol Gould (cgould@temple.edu), 739 Anderson Hall
Office hours:  Tuesday and Wednesday 1:30-2:30 and by appointment.
Syllabus

Description:  This course will focus on moral issues in international affairs and the ways that recent approaches in ethics can be used to address them.  Topics will include justice in war, terrorism, and humanitarian intervention; global justice and the alleviation of poverty; rights of cultural minorities; harms to women, the relation of gender and culture, and women’s human rights; the ethical responsibilities of multinational corporations in the context of economic and technological globalization; democracy across borders; and the preservation of the environment.  The course will give special attention to human rights as a framework for approaching these issues, but will also consider the alternatives offered by consequentialist ethical theories, communitarianism, and feminist care ethics, and the challenge posed by cultural relativism.  
Course Objectives:  Ethical issues in international affairs are among the most important concerns facing citizens in contemporary society.  This course aims to give undergraduate students an appreciation of the various philosophical frameworks through which such difficult value questions and dilemmas can be approached.  While eschewing relativism, the philosophical study of ethics enables students to understand certain conflicts of values, as well as the importance of human rights and goods in this domain.  The distinctive contribution of philosophy in addressing these hard questions consists in its emphasis on close analysis of texts, the cultivation of the art of rational argument, and the understanding of the role of principles in guiding practice.  The course considers such important approaches as just war theory, and also its application to terrorism; global poverty and proposals for dealing with it; the rights of women worldwide, and philosophical issues that may arise from the diversity of cultural practices.  An understanding of the new ethical issues that arise from globalization, in economic, technological, political and social contexts, is also an important course objective.  The demanding term paper will give students the opportunity to cultivate their research skills, and the required oral presentation will exercise their capacity for persuasive rational argumentation.  

Books:

Charles Beitz et al., eds. International Ethics (Princeton Univ. Press, 1993), ISBN


#0-691-02234-8 (recommended)

Joel Rosenthal, ed. Ethics & International Affairs, 2nd ed. (Georgetown Univ. Press. 1999).


ISBN #0-87840-725-l

Andrew Valls, ed., Ethics in International Affairs (Rowman & Littlefield. 2000). ISBN #0-8476-9157-8.

Susan Okin et al. Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women? (Princeton Univ. Press, 1999) ISBN


#0-69 l-00432-3.

Other readings available online in Blackboard.

Format:  The course will proceed in seminar-style, with extensive class participation and short oral presentations.  

Course Requirements:

Oral presentation.  Analysis and critique of the central argument in a single course reading, preferably using powerpoint.  Maximum length, 10 minutes.  20%.

Research and analytical paper. 8-10 pages.  Due on or before the start of class on November 28th.  1-2 page proposal stating problem to be addressed and provisional thesis and bibliography, due on or before October 31st.  40%.   The paper should be submitted as an attached word document and in hard copy, double-space.

Final exam:  Two parts:  In-class closed book, December 5th.  Take-home part:  two essays integrating course readings across units, selected from a wide choice of questions, approximately 500 words per question.  Distributed on December 5th, due December 12th. 

Total--25%. (50/50 in-class and take-home).  The take-home should be submitted as an attached word doc, preferably single-space.  Please consolidate both questions into one word doc.
Attendance and active class participation.  15%.

Note that attendance is required.  Excused absences are given only for medical or serious family reasons and require documentation.  Please email the professor with notification of the absence, if at all possible beforehand.  Please inform the professor of any anticipated absences due to religious observance within three weeks of the start of the course (by email).  Any other absences other than the excused absences specified here will adversely affect the attendance and participation grade for the course.  

Academic integrity and originality:   The single most important criterion for excellent performance in the course is originality in conception and execution.  Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic integrity at all times, and to cite or otherwise give credit for all material used from other sources.  Please refer to the Temple University Bulletin 2006-07 for further clarification of the requirements of academic integrity.  In addition, students may find the following discussion helpful (prepared by a former colleague Prof. Rose Cherubin): 

http://www.gmu.edu/courses/phil/ancient/plagiarism.htm
Please note that these requirements apply to the oral presentation, as well as to all written requirements (and to class participation and blackboard interventions). 

Disability Policy:  This course is open to all students who meet the academic requirements for participation.  Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the instructor privately to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible.  Contact Disability Resources and Services at 215-204-1280 in 100 Ritter Annex to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.

Statement on Academic Freedom:  Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic freedom. The University has adopted a policy on Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities (Policy # 03.70.02) which can be accessed through the following link: http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02
Preliminary Course Outline:
Aug. 29:  Introduction: 

Ethical frameworks and some fundamental questions.

Is morality ultimately possible among nation-states?  

The challenges posed by realism and by relativism.  

Approaches to international ethics: human rights; consequentialism; needs-based

theories; care theory.  

Alternative perspectives in political philosophy, e.g., liberalism, communitarianism, and

feminism, as they apply to international relations. 

Moral principles within and among states
Sept. 5:  War and violence. Are traditional just war theories applicable in contemporary contexts?  The moral status of the nation-state.  

Readings:

Nicholas Fotion, “Reactions to War: Pacifism, Realism, and Just War Theory,” in A. Valls, 
ed., Ethics in International Affairs, pp. 15-32.

Thomas Nagel, "War and Massacre," in C. Beitz et al, eds. International Ethics, pp. 53-74.

Michael Walzer, "The Rights of Political Communities" (from Just and Unjust Wars); 

David Luban, "Just War and Human Rights;" 

Michael Walzer, "The Moral Standing of States: A response to four critics;" 

David Luban, "The Romance of the Nation-State;" 

     
in C. Beitz et al, eds., International Ethics, pp. 165-243.

Sept. 12:  Terrorism, just war theory, and ethics.

Readings:

Michael Walzer, “Five Questions about Terrorism,” Dissent, Winter, 2002, 5-16,

http://www.dissentmagazine.org/netscape/frames_version/archives/2002/wi02/walzer.shtml

Andrew Valls, “Can Terrorism be Justified?” in Valls, ed., Ethics in International Affairs, 
pp. 65-79.

Robin Morgan, Demon Lover: The Roots of Terrorism, “Introduction to the 2001 edition” 
(on reserve).

David Luban, “The War on Terrorism and the End of Human Rights,” 

Lloyd Dumas, “Is Development an Effective Way to Fight Terrorism,” and

Benjamin Barber, “The War of All against All:  Terror and the Politics of Fear,” 

in War after September 11, ed. Verna Gehring (Lanham:  Rowman & Littlefield, 
2003), 

pp. 51-91.

Sept. 19:  The justification of humanitarian intervention.

Readings: 

Simon Caney, “Humanitarian Intervention and State Sovereignty,” in Valls, Ethics in

International Affairs, pp. 117-134.

Michael Smith, " Humanitarian Intervention: An Overview of the Ethical Issues;" 

Amir Pasic and Thomas Weiss, "The Politics of Rescue: Yugoslavia’s Wars and the 

Humanitarian Impulse;"  

Comments by Natsios, Winston, Destexhe, and Mapel

in Rosenthal, Ethics and International Affairs, pp. 271-355. 

Hard Questions: Universal Standards and Diverse Cultures
Sept. 26:  Perpetual peace and human rights.  The scope of human rights and their regional and national enforcement within the framework of international law. 

Readings:

Sissela Bok, “Early Advocates of Lasting World Peace:  Utopians or Realists?

Amartya Sen, "Human Rights and Asian Values" in Ethics & International Affairs,”

Jack Donnelly, “Post-Cold War Reflections on the Study of International Human Rights,”


in Ethics & International Affairs, pp. 170-193 and 242-270.

Ken Booth, “Three Tyrannies,” in Tim Dunne and N. Wheeler, eds., Human Rights in Global
Politics
Oct. 3:  Women’s Human Rights.  Do international documents need to be revised to explicitly include women’s human rights, or can existing rights be used to advance women’s equality?  

Readings:  

Hilary Charlesworth, “Human Rights as Men’s Rights;” 

Ann E. Mayer, "Cultural Particularism as a Bar to Women's Rights:  Reflections on the 

Middle Eastern Experience," in Julie Peters and Andrea Wolper, eds., Women's Rights, Human Rights.

Rhonda Capelon, “Intimate Terror:  Understanding Domestic Violence as Torture;” 

in Rebecca Cook, ed., Human Rights of Women, pp. 116-152. 

Oct. 10:  Women’s equality and multicultural perspectives.  The tension between diverse--and sometimes oppressive--cultural practices and universalistic norms. Can human rights be used to set limits to these practices?

Readings:

Susan Moller Okin, with Respondents, Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women?,


Okin article 

Comments by Will Kymlicka, Bonnie Honig, Azizah al-Hibri, Abdullahi An-Na’im,

Homi Bhabha, and Martha Nussbaum.

Justice in a global context

Oct. 17:  The recognition of cultural and national identities, and the rights of minority cultures.  Justice in immigration.
Readings: 

Charles Taylor, “The Politics of Recognition;” 

Michael Walzer, Comment, 

in Charles Taylor, Multiculturalism, ed. by A. Guttman (selections).
Joseph H. Carens, "Aliens and Citizens:  The Case for Open Borders," 

in The Rights of Minority Cultures,  pp. 331-349.
Oct. 24th: International distributive justice. Is there a moral requirement for global redistribution of resources or wealth, and if so, what is its extent?  Hunger and welfare in developing countries. Food and international politics. Justice, benevolence, or welfare rights as grounds for dealing with hunger and poverty.

Readings:

Peter Singer, "Famine, Affluence, and Morality;” http://www.petersingerlinks.com/famine.htm
Onora O’Neill, “Lifeboat Earth;” 

Charles Beitz, "Justice and International Relations;" 

in C. Beitz et al. eds., International Ethics, pp. 247-311.  

Thomas Pogge, “Priorities of Global Justice,” in Pogge, ed., Global Justice, pp. 6-23.
Economic, technological, and political globalization: ethical issues
Oct. 31st:  Economic globalization:  global corporations and their social responsibilities; “global care chains”

Readings:

Thomas Donaldson, "Moral Minimums for Multinationals," 

in Ethics & International Affairs, pp. 455-480. 

Joseph Stiglitz, Globalization and its Discontents (W. W. Norton, 2002), 3-22, 214-252. 
Arlie Russell Hochschild, “Global Care Chains and Emotional Surplus Value,” in W. Hutton 
and A. Giddens eds, Global Capitalism, pp. 130-146. 

James Mittelman, “Alternative Globalization,” in Civilizing Globalization, ed. Richard 
Sandbrook, (SUNY Press, 2003), pp. 237-251.

Nov. 7th:  Globalization and the Internet: issues of access, democracy, and rights

Readings:

Pippa Norris, Digital Divide, chapter 1 (on reserve)

Deborah Johnson, “Is the Global Information Infrastructure a Democratic Technology?” in


Cyberethics, eds. Robert M. Baird et al (Prometheus, 2000).

Richard Kahn and Douglas Kellner, “Virtually Democratic: Online Communities and Internet
Activism,” in Andrew Feenberg and Darin Barney, eds., Community in the Digital Age:  Philosophy and Practice (Lanham, MD:  Rowman & Littlefield, 2004).
Deborah Stienstra, “Gender, Women’s Organizing and the Internet,” in Technology, 

Development and Democracy, ed. Juliann Emmons Allison (Albany:  SUNY Press, 2002), 187-212.

Nov. 14:  The globalization of democracy—the scope of democratic communities and their demarcation in political, social, and ecological terms—should they be limited to traditional nation-states and communities within them?  Proposals for transnational decision-making.  

Readings: 

David Held, “The Changing Contours of Political Community: Rethinking Democracy in the

Context of Globalization” 

Michael Saward, “A Critique of Held” 

Richard Falk, “Global Civil Society and the Democratic Prospect,” 

in Barry Holden, ed. Global Democracy: Key Debates, pp. 17-46 and 162-178. 

Ethics and the environment
Nov. 28th: Environmental economics and politics. Moral bases for respecting the environment; obligations to future generations. Ecofeminist approaches. Possibilities of international cooperation to protect the environment in the face of global ecological crises.

Readings:

Peter Singer, “One Atmosphere,” in One World (Yale University Press, 2002).
Arne Naess, "Deep Ecology;" 

Val Plumwood, “Ecosocial Feminism as a General Theory of Oppression;”

Winona LaDuke, "From Resistance to Regeneration;" 

in C. Merchant, ed., Ecology.

Robert Goodin, "International Ethics and the Environmental Crisis," 

in Ethics & International Affairs, pp. 435-454.

Dec. 5th:  Wrap up and in-class part of final; distribution of take-home final.

