Fall, 2007
Temple University
Prof. Carol Gould

PHIL 2154/Pol Sci 4420/PHIL 5210:  Democratic Theory:  Contemporary Issues
Class meetings:  Tuesdays, 2:40-5:10, TL 0403A
Office hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday 1:30-2:30 and by appointment.  739 Anderson Hall.
Email:  cgould@temple.edu
Tel: 215-204-0122

Description:  This course addresses key contemporary issues concerning the nature and justification of democracy.  It begins by considering the arguments for conceiving democracy as pluralist or participatory and then takes up leading critiques that challenge these approaches along with current democratic practice from the standpoints of postmodernism, discourse theory, and the norm of inclusiveness.  The course proceeds to consider a set of philosophical issues: whether democracy is justified in terms of ideal procedures or because of the connection of democratic deliberation to good or just outcomes; the appropriate role of constitutions and judicial review within democracies; and the connection of democracy to equality and to markets.  The course concludes with new questions posed by globalization and considers whether there is a role for transnational forms of democracy in the contemporary period. 
Course Objectives:  This course aims to give students an in-depth understanding of democratic theory at a high level of conceptual sophistication.  It offers undergraduates the opportunity to study contested topics in this area, perhaps the most important field of study within political theory; students in the graduate section will additionally be asked to help with the instruction in various ways and will be guided in this process.  In its readings and methodology, the course draws from both political philosophy and political theory in an interdisciplinary way to give students an appreciation of the diversity of approaches possible within democratic theory and some of the difficulties attendant in balancing considerations of liberty and equality, rights and goods, and the pluralism of cultures and interests in contemporary democracies.  It emphasizes close analysis of difficult texts.  It places emphasis on the cultivation of skills of reasoning so central to a liberal education, while also paying attention to the implications of alternative democratic theories for contemporary political practice and public policy.  Finally, the course draws attention to the current more global setting for democracy and helps students to raise questions and extend their understanding to that broader context, in which they will increasingly be living and working.
Academic integrity and originality:   The single most important criterion for excellent performance in the course is originality in conception and execution.  Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic integrity at all times, and to cite or otherwise give credit for all material used from other sources.  Please refer to the Temple University Bulletin 2006-07 for further clarification of the requirements of academic integrity.  Please note that these requirements apply to the oral presentation, as well as to all written requirements (and to class participation and blackboard interventions). 

Disability Policy:  This course is open to all students who meet the academic requirements for participation.  Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the instructor privately to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible.  Contact Disability Resources and Services at 215-204-1280 in 100 Ritter Annex to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.

Statement on Academic Freedom:  Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic freedom. The University has adopted a policy on Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities (Policy # 03.70.02) which can be accessed through the following link: http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02
Course Materials (required):
Ronald J. Terchek and Thomas C. Conte, eds., Theories of Democracy (Rowman &

Littlefield, 2001).
Thomas Christiano, ed., Philosophy & Democracy (Oxford University Press, 2003).

Barry Holden, ed. Global Democracy:  Key Debates (Routledge, 2000)
Format:  The course will proceed in seminar-style, with extensive class participation and short oral presentations.  In addition, it will require a substantial research paper on a topic of the student’s choice and a final exam.

Requirements:

Oral presentation.  On one of the course readings  Preferably using powerpoint.


Maximum length, 10 minutes.  20%.

Research paper. 8-10 pages.  Due Dec. 4th at the start of class.  1-2 page proposal stating problem to be addressed and provisional thesis and bibliography, due no later than November 6th.  40%.  Key requirement for paper—originality in conception and execution.  Careful treatment of sources is expected.

Final exam:  Two parts:  In-class closed book, Dec. 4th; take-home essays due one week later as an email attachment (word doc). Total--25%. (50/50 in-class and take-home).

Attendance and active class participation.  15%.

There may be a midterm exam and/or quizzes.  

For graduate students (PHIL 5210)—Oral presentation or assistance with instruction (to be specified); research paper (15 pages); possible take home final.
Students are expected to retain hard and soft copies of written work during the course and for one month afterwards.  

Provisional Course outline:
August 28th:  Introduction
Part I:  Contemporary theories of democracy and their critique (Readings for this part, sections A-D can be found in Terchek and Conte, unless otherwise indicated)

A. Frames:  Liberalism, republicanism, communitarianism
September 4th:

John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (selection), 46-49.

Horace Mann, “The necessity of education in a republican government” 78-82.
Robert Bellah, “Community properly understood:  A defense of ‘democratic communitarianism,” 83-87.

B. Defining Democracy and Representation—leading models

September 11th:

Milton Friedman:  “The role of government in a free society,” 112-119 
Robert Dahl, Dilemmas of Pluralist Democracy, 131-139
Anthony Downs, “An economic theory of political action in a democracy,” 154-163

September 18th:

Benjamin Barber, Strong Democracy (selections), 171-180

C. Critiques of Contemporary Democratic Theory and Practice—Postmodernism, Discourse Theory, and Inclusion

September 25th:

Chantal Mouffe, “Radical democracy:  Modern or postmodern?” 223-233. 

Jurgen Habermas, “Three normative models of democracy,” 236-243.
Sheldon Wolin, “The Liberal/Democratic Divide,” 243-250.

October 2nd:

Anne Phillips, Engendering Democracy, 252-264.

Cornel West, Race Matters, 264-268;

Iris Marion Young, Justice and the Politics of Difference, 268-277

D.  Perspectives on democracy from nonwestern cultures

October 9th:

Kwasi Wiredu, “Democracy and Consensus in African Traditional Politics:  A Plea for a Non-party Polity,” and Emmanuel Chukwudi Eze, “Democracy or Consensus?   Response to Wiredu,” in Polylog (online)

http://them.polylog.org/2/fwk-en.htm
http://them.polylog.org/2/fee-en.htm
Mohatma Gandhi, “Speech at Muir College Economic Society,” and Hind Swaraj; 284-289.

October 16th:

Desmond Tutu, No Future without Forgiveness, 282-296.

Aunng San Suu Kyi, “In quest of democracy,” 296-303. 

Adolfo Perez Esquivel, “Conditionality, human rights, and democracy,” 303-308.
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, “Ten commandments of democracy in Haiti,” 308-314.
Part II:  Controversies in the philosophy of democracy (readings can be found in Thomas Christiano, ed., Philosophy & Democracy)
A. Arguments for the intrinsic worth of democracy

October 23th:

Joshua Cohen, “Procedure and substance in deliberative democracy,” 17-38. 

Thomas Christiano, “An argument for democratic equality,” 39-68.

B. Arguments for the instrumental value of democracy

October 30th:

Richard Arneson, “Democratic Rights at the National Level,” 95-115. 
Ronald Dworkin, “What is equality?  Part 4:  Political equality,” 115-137.
C. Constitutionalism

November 6th:

Ronald Dworkin, “The majoritarian premise and constitutionalism,” 241-257.
Michael Walzer, “Philosophy and democracy,” 258-274.
Charles Lindblom, “The market as prison,” 275-284.
Part III:  Transnational democracy (unless otherwise indicated, readings can be found in Barry Holden, ed., Global Democracy)

A. Cosmopolitan Democracy and Human Rights

November 13th:

David Held, “The changing contours of political community:  Rethinking democracy in the context of globalization,” 17-31.
Michael Saward, “A critique of Held,” 32-46.   

B. Reservations and Contemporary Applications
November 27th:

Paul Hirst and Grahame Thompson, “Global myths and national policies,” 47-59.
Jonathan Perraton, “Hirst and Thompson’s ‘Global myths and national policies:  A reply,” 60-72. 

Danilo Zolo, “The lords of peace: from the Holy Alliance to the new international criminal tribunals,” 73-86.
Tony Coates, “Neither cosmopolitanism nor realism:  a response to Danilo Zolo,” 87-101.

Daniele Archibugi, Sveva Baalduini, and Marco Donati, “The United Nations as an agency of global democracy,” 125-142. 

C. Prospects and Concluding Reflections

December 4th:

Johan Galtung, “Alternative models for global democracy,” 143-161.
Richard Falk, “Global civil society and the democratic prospect,” 162-178.
Richard Bellamy and R. J. Barry Jones, “Globalization and Democracy—an Afterword,” 202-216.
