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December 2009
Dear Colleague:

I invite you to present a Special Award at the 2009 George Washington Carver Science Fair. Students in the Science Fair compete for honorable mention and first, second, and third place awards in a variety of categories. All students receive a certificate of participation as well. Special Awards are presented by outside organizations, include material or monetary value, and recognize specialized and diverse attributes of science fair projects. 

In 2009, we will celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the Carver Science Fair! The dates are as follows:

Elementary Fair (Grades 4-6), at The Academy of Natural Sciences
Monday, February  23, 2:00 - 5:00 PM: Projects are set up by students
Tuesday, February 24, 8:30 – 4:30 PM: Projects are judged

Thursday, February 26, 1:30 – 3:30 PM:  Elementary Awards Ceremony (presenters’ reception at 1:00)
Secondary Fair (Grades 7-12), at Temple University/Academy of Natural Sciences 
Monday, March 9, 1:00 - 5:00 PM: Projects are set up by students (Temple)
Tuesday, March 10, 8:30 – 4:30 PM: Projects are judged (Academy)
Friday, March 13, 1:30 – 3:30:  Secondary Awards Ceremony (reception at 1:00) Academy)
As you know, The Carver Science Fair Committee has a formalized procedure for selecting and presenting Special Awards, outlined below:

1. The Carver Science Fair is based on “providing opportunities for students to gain enriched learning experiences through scientific inquiry and discovery.”  All Special Awards must address one or more of these skills and accomplishments. The criteria for the selection of a winning project must be compatible with the mission of the George Washington Carver Science Fair.

2. The Carver Science Fair Special Awards must have monetary as well as recognition value. Elementary Special Awards must be worth $25.00 or more, and Secondary Special Awards must be worth $50.00 or more. The required dollar amount can be actual cash or market value. Past awards have ranged in value from a $25 dollar gift certificate to a four year university scholarship. 
3. Individuals or organizations interested in presenting Special Awards must participate in both the judging activities and awards ceremony(s).  Judging activities take place from 8:30 to 4:30 on Tuesday, February 24 (Elementary) and March 10 (Secondary). The Awards Ceremonies are on March 28 (Elementary) and March 13 (Secondary). Although different individuals can represent one organization on different days (one person/team can judge and one person/team can present), it is the responsibility of the organization to facilitate communication among these individuals.

4. Individuals or organizations interested in presenting Special Awards must complete the attached Special Awards form.  This form includes information about the individual or organization offering the award; the criteria for selecting the project(s); the value of the award; who will be judging the award; who will be presenting the award; and a summary of the award for the Awards Program.  

5. Organizations providing general science fair judges as well as Special Awards judges should communicate this distinction and different responsibilities to its respective judges.

Please submit your completed Special Award Application (physically or electronically) no later than Friday, January 23, 2009, to the address below or electronically through www.temple.edu/ carversciencefair. 

We thank you, in advance, for your generosity and enthusiastic support of science education. Please do not hesitate to contact me with additional questions or concerns.    

Sincerely,
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Nancy Peter, 
Committee Member

George Washington Carver Science Fair 

C/o Out-of-School Time Resource Center
University of Pennsylvania
3815 Walnut  Street, 3rd Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6179
Phone: (215) 898-0640
Fax: (215) 573-2791
Email: npeter@sp2.upenn.edu
Website: www.sp2.upenn.edu/OSTRC
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