SAMPLE SCIENCE PROJECT
(red italics = presentation materials)
1. What is a science fair? Experiments. By individual kids or by groups of kids.
2. What are science projects?
3. Five (Carver) categories:

a. Life Science: Projects about animals or plants. Example: Do worms move faster in a container that’s 90 degrees or in a container that’s 10 degrees? (Picture of worms in containers.) How would you measure this?
b. Earth Science: Projects about the earth, the planets, dirt, rocks, etc. Example: Which makes thicker mud: dirt mixed with water or dirt mixed with maple syrup? (Picture of dirt, water, and maple syrup.) How would you measure this?
c. Physical Science: Projects about gravity, machines, electricity, chemistry, etc. Example: Which drops faster, a bowling ball or a golf ball? (Picture of bowling ball and golf ball.) How would you measure this?
d. Consumer Science: Projects about things you buy, things you use at home, products, etc. Example: Which wipes op spilled milk better: a paper towel that doesn’t cost much or a paper towel that costs a lot? (Picture of milk carton, generic towel, and brand-name towel.) How would you measure this?
e. Team Projects: Two – five students from the same school.
4. Sample Life Science Experiment:

a. Question/What do you want to learn?: Do plants grow taller in the sunlight or in the dark?

b. Hypothesis/What do you guess the answer will be?: Plants grow taller in the sunlight than they do in the dark.

c. Procedure/How do you do the experiment?: Get two plants that are each in a pot. Make sure they are the same kind of plant and are the same size. Measure each plant and write down how tall each one is. Put one plant on a window sill and one plant in the closet. Measure both plants every day. Write down how tall they each are. Water both plants every three days. Wait a week and measure both plants. Write down how tall they each are. See which one is taller.
d. Materials/What do you need to do the experiment?: Two plants, each in its own pot, that are the same kind of plant and are the same size. A watering can with water. A window sill and a closet. A ruler. A notebook and a pencil or pen. (Two plants, each in its own pot, that are the same kind of plant and are the same size. A watering can with water. A ruler. A notebook and a pencil or pen.) 

e. Data/Writing down what happens: Use a notebook. Describe what you did. Write down how tall each plant was at the beginning of the week. Write down how tall each plant is every day. Write down how tall each plant is at the end of the week.
f. Conclusion/What was the answer to the question?: ?????????????

5. Sample Physical Science Experiment:

a. Question/What do you want to learn?: When you put them in the sun, which gets hotter: black paper or white paper?

b. Hypothesis/What do you guess the answer will be?: When you put them in the sun, black paper gets hotter than white paper.
c. Procedure/How do you do the experiment?: Get one piece of black paper and one piece of white paper. Make sure they are the same size. Wait for a sunny day. Put each piece of paper on a window sill. Wait 2 hours. Have some children close their eyes, one at a time. Have other children mix up the pieces of paper. Have other children lead each “unseeing” child up to the window sill. Have each “unseeing” child feel one piece of paper with one hand and another piece of paper with the other hand. Have each “unseeing” child say which is hotter. Have other children write down what each “unseeing” child says.
d. Materials/What do you need to do the experiment?: One piece of black paper and one piece of white paper. A window sill. A notebook and a pencil or pen. (One piece of black paper and one piece of white paper. A notebook and a pencil or pen.) 
e. Data/Writing down what happens: Use a notebook. Describe what you did. Write how many “unseeing” children thought the black paper felt warmer and how many “unseeing” children thought the white paper felt warmer.
f. Conclusion/What was the answer to the question?: ?????????????

PAGE  
2

