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MICHAEL HILLEGAS  
 (Helligas/Hellingas/Hillengas) 
 
ASSEMBLY: Philadelphia Co., 1765, 1766, 1767, 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, 1772, 1773, 1774, 1775 
 
b. possibly 22 May 1729, Phila., Pa.1  d. 29 Sept. 1804.2  Father: Georg Michael Hillegas (1696-1749).  Mother: 
Margarette/Margaret Schiebenstock (Hillegas) (1705-1770).  m. 1753 Henrietta Boude (1732-1792); children: 
Samuel, m. Mary Milnor, granddaughter of Joseph Kirkbride* (1662-1738); Michael; William; Margaret; 
Deborah (d. 1770); Henrietta; Susanna; Henry; Deborah (b. 1772); Mary Ann.  Offices: U.S.: superintendent 
of the press, 1775-76; treasurer, 1775-893; Pa.: statehouse trustee, 1767; Province Island commissioner, 1767-80; 
Skippack Bridge commissioner, 1765-71; river commissioner, 1771; provincial commissioner, 1771-74; treasurer, 
Committee of Safety, 1775-764; member, Committee of Safety, 1776; provincial treasurer, 1776; state treasurer, 
1776-77; superintendent, reprinting of Revolutionary War documents, 1781-82; commissioner for the sale of 
the Northern Liberties barracks, 1784-91; road lottery manager, 1784-85; superintendent, canal lottery drawing, 
1795; Phila. Co.: tax assessor, 1759-61; commissioner, 1761-64; member, Committee of Correspondence, 1774; 
city of Phila.: member, Committee of Correspondence, 1774; alderman and associate justice of the mayor’s 
court, 1792-18045; justice, aldermen’s court, 1792, 1794, 1796, 1799, 1801.6

 
 Michael Hillegas, an accomplished musician and a musical instrument retailer, land speculator, and 
public-spirited Quaker party politician, served 11 consecutive, active Assembly terms.  However, he is best 
known for his lengthy tenure as first treasurer of the United States. 
 Hillegas was born probably in April or May 1729 in Philadelphia, the first of at least five children of 
Georg Michael Hillegas and Margaret Schiebenstock Hillegas.7  Hillegas’ father had been born in 1696 in or 
near Sinsheim in the Palatinate8 and may have immigrated to Pennsylvania in 1722 with his brother Jörg 
Peter Hillegas, who had signed that year a transportation contract for 40 passengers, probably including both 
of them, to travel to Pennsylvania on the ship Greyhound.  In any case by 1728 both brothers were members of 
a German Reformed congregation in Philadelphia County.9  Georg Michael Hillegas married Margaretta, or 
Margaret, Schiebenstock soon after that date and established himself in the city of Philadelphia, first as a 
potter and later as an innholder and shopkeeper.  He acquired substantial property in the city, the Northern 
Liberties, Germantown, and Bucks County.  Having taken the oath of allegiance in April 1749, the elder 
Hillegas died intestate in October 1749, survived by his widow, son Michael, and two daughters.10

 Michael Hillegas was 20 years old at the time of his father’s death.  In February 1750 he and his sisters, all 
minors, petitioned the Philadelphia County Orphans Court for guardians; William Clymer* was appointed 
for Hillegas and his sister Susanna, and Thomas Boude for Mary.  Hillegas’ mother, in May 1750, agreed to 
accept a £100 annuity and use of the family home for life in exchange for being “eased of the Burden” of 
administering her late husband’s estate.  Two months later, Hillegas and his sisters petitioned the orphans 
court for the partition of their father’s estate.  The five men appointed by the court, including Joseph Fox* 
and Abel James,* finalized the division of real property on 1 November 1750, although the partition was not 
presented to the court until May 1752, when it was confirmed.  The real property, which was considerable, 
was divided into four equal parts, of which Hillegas received half.11  Such a substantial inheritance facilitated 
his future prosperity. 
 On 10 May 1753 at Christ Church, the foremost Anglican church in Pennsylvania, Hillegas married 



Henrietta Boude, daughter of Deborah Coxe Boude Connolly Elwes and the long-deceased Samuel Boude.  
Hillegas’ parents must have left the German Reformed church for the Anglican church by 1742, in which year 
their son Frederick was buried in the Christ Church cemetery.  In 1749 Hillegas’ father had also been buried 
there and Hillegas was associated with the Anglican church all of his adult life.12  In 1764 he was one of eight 
men named as trustees for a lot in the Northern Liberties acquired for the erection of an Anglican church.  
He remained a trustee of the property until 1800 when he and the remaining two trustees transferred the 
property to the rector, wardens, and vestrymen of Christ Church and St. Peter’s.  Hillegas also served as a 
vestryman for Christ Church in 1772 and 1773, occasionally assisting the congregation in financial matters.  In 
1773 he sold tickets to a lottery designed to raise funds for the provision of “places of worship” for Anglicans 
living in the northern part of the city of Philadelphia and in the Northern Liberties.  During the Revolution, 
Christ Church invested a £500 bequest with Hillegas; he returned the principal in 1779 with interest and a 
“gratuity” of £100.13

 After his father’s death Hillegas had quickly assumed control of his father’s mercantile affairs, 
advertising for sale in February 1750 “a choice parcel of copper stills, rifles, and sundry sorts of goods.”  At the 
end of that year he offered for rent one of the properties he had inherited from his father, a house with 
stables, formerly an inn, on Second Street between Sassafras and Mulberry streets.  In 1754 Hillegas became a 
part-owner of the ship Henrietta, presumably named for his wife, and in the following year of the sloop 
Susanna, possibly named for his sister.  In both cases one of the other three owners was Henry Elwes, either 
his stepfather-in-law or stepbrother-in-law.14  Hillegas advertised for freight or passage in both the coasting 
and transatlantic trade in 1754; the Henrietta returned from Europe in October 1754 carrying German 
immigrants.  In 1756 he also owned part of a brigantine, the Hawk.15  Whether Hillegas continued as a ship-
owner after 1756 is not known.16  He also owned a wharf near the public landings in the Northern Liberties on 
which he rented out space in 1754 and 1774; whether that was the wharf he partly owned in 1798 is unknown.17

 Hillegas soon established himself in one of the Second Street properties18 that he had inherited from his 
father, advertising for sale in 1753 both copper stills and “an excellent good chamber organ, suitable for a 
gentleman in his house, or a country church.”19  By the end of 1759 Hillegas, a violinist himself,20 had 
expanded his business to offer for sale violins, a violoncello, a harpsichord, and German flutes, as well as 
instruction books, violin strings, and a “large Assortment of Music of the best Masters” for various 
instruments.  He owned the first business devoted to musical instruments and printed music in Philadelphia 
and is credited with having had the first such store anywhere in the American colonies.  Whether he indeed 
owned the first store or not, he was definitely a leader in the developing musical life of colonial Philadelphia.  
Soon after his initial advertisements of music and instruments, musical benefits were held to raise funds to 
purchase organs for both the “College Hall” in Philadelphia and St. Peter’s Anglican Church; a subscription 
was offered to print a new book of psalm tunes and anthems, described as “the first Attempt of the Kind to 
spread the Art of Psalmody, in its Perfection,” throughout the “American Colonies”21; and, beginning in 1760, 
commencements at the college in Philadelphia regularly featured music performed by “the Charity Boys” or 
others, with the College of New Jersey (now Princeton University) following suit.  Schools to teach music 
also began to appear in Philadelphia, providing additional customers for Hillegas’ musical wares.  His 
monopoly on the music market did not last long, however, as at least one bookseller, James Rivington, in 1761 
began selling printed music as well as guitars, violins, and flutes.  Hillegas may have been one of the 
“Gentlemen” of Philadelphia who performed in musical benefits in the 1760s as he was known to have 
performed in public during the 1770s.  By 1764 he had significantly expanded his instrumental and musical 
offerings, which were imported from England.22  In addition to an astonishing selection of printed music, he 
sold “a very large variety of Violins . . . Spinetts, Violoncellos, . . . Kitts, Violin d’Amours, Psalters, Guittars, 
. . . German Flutes, Common Flutes, Hautboys, Clarinets,” and even a “Welch Harp,” as well as the 
necessary paraphernalia required by musicians (mutes, reeds, strings, bows, and ruled paper).  He continued 
to advertise musical merchandise for sale through 1776.23

 At his Second Street location Hillegas also sold stoves, linseed oil, shingles, some dry goods, spices, and 
paper.24  In 1769 he served as Philadelphia sales agent for Henry Stiegel, the ironmaster of Elizabeth Furnace 
in Lancaster County.  Hillegas took custom orders in Philadelphia and forwarded them to the Lancaster 
furnace “with dispatch.”25  His connection with Stiegel may have interested Hillegas in iron manufacture, as 
he became a part-owner of the Martic Furnace and Forge, in Lancaster County,26 in 1774 when he purchased a 
one-eighth share for £625.27  He acquired an additional one-quarter share for £375 in 1777, taking advantage of 



war-time inflation, and later made two other purchases, all three in equal shares with Matthias Slough* and 
George Ege*; together they owned 63 percent (15/24ths) of the forge.  Hillegas and his partners also took 
advantage of another benefit of the war—free labor.  In 1780 they used German prisoners of war at the forge; 
a worried Hillegas warned Slough that the escape of any of those Germans would “give great uneasiness with 
the Board of War.”28  Hillegas had reason to worry as he had given an extremely high bond guaranteeing the 
return of the prisoners.  When Slough became bankrupt in 1787, his undivided share was released by Hillegas 
to Slough’s assignees; Hillegas sold his own remaining interests in the enterprise in 1793 to ironmasters 
Robert Coleman* and Ege for £1,400.29  The net gain or loss Hillegas experienced through his investment in 
the Martic property cannot be determined because his total investment is not known. 
 Hillegas’ economic standing, initially favorable, rose over his lifetime.  In 1756 his tax assessment placed 
him in the 98th percentile of Mulberry Ward’s 500 taxables.  In 1767 he was assessed on his house, his 
plantation at Point-No-Point, 10 acres of land in Germantown, and a vacant lot, as well as the income from 
two groundrents, and rents from properties in Mulberry Ward and the Northern Liberties.30  In 1769 he was 
assessed at £140 and in 1774 at £161, both figures well above the average assessment for those Philadelphia 
County taxpayers who were to become supporters of the Revolution, whose average assessment in those two 
tax lists was £56.  Only future Tories, whose average assessment was £147 in 1769 and £178 in 1774, approached 
or exceeded Hillegas’ assessment level in those years.31

 Hillegas husbanded the real estate he had inherited from his father, selling some of it over the course of 
his life and leaving the rest to his heirs.  His share of his father’s estate had consisted in Philadelphia of three 
lots on Second Street, a Delaware River water lot, and a lot on Queen Street; in Germantown of 10 acres; in 
the Northern Liberties of two tracts totaling 86 acres; elsewhere in Philadelphia County of 100 acres; in Bucks 
County of 68 acres; and in Lancaster Borough of one lot.  He also inherited an annuity of £3 3s.  In 1751 
Hillegas sold the 100-acre tract in Philadelphia County, and soon thereafter sold a smaller lot taken out of one 
of the large Second Street lots.  In 1760 for £117 10s he sold the Lancaster Borough lot that his father had 
bought for £70 in 1749, although whether the property had been improved is unclear.32  Over time Hillegas 
also sold the small tracts he had inherited totaling almost 18 acres in the Northern Liberties and 10 acres in 
Germantown for a total of £700.  The 68½-acre plantation on the Delaware River that he inherited was 
probably the same plantation at Point-No-Point that he owned in 1764.  He retained one of his inherited 
Second Street lots until 1782 when he sold it for £1,200.33

 Hillegas engaged in a significant amount of land speculation beginning in 1754 when he acquired a lot in 
the city of Philadelphia between Front and Second streets, adjacent to a lot he already owned.34  Following his 
father’s lead in investing in Northern Liberties property,35 he purchased 11 lots and 2 houses on Front, Second, 
and Third streets in that area from 1767 to 1779 for a total cost of £1,080 and 84 pieces of eight.  While some of 
those lots were subsequently sold during his life, he still owned some Northern Liberties property at his 
death.  In addition to investing in real estate there, Hillegas entered into two contracts with other Northern 
Liberties landowners designed to aid the development of their district by creating new streets to improve 
access to the lots, thereby increasing their value.36

 In the 1760s Hillegas and his wife’s stepfather, Henry Elwes, advertised small tracts of land in Passyunk 
Township for sale or lease.  Those tracts that remained unsold were seized by the sheriff in the mid-1770s and 
sold to cover Elwes’ debts.  For £2,093 Hillegas purchased six of those tracts totaling 87 acres.  He sold two 
parts of one of the tracts for a total of £1,170 a few years later.  The disposition of the remainder is unknown, 
although they might have included the Passyunk Township property still in his estate at his death.  In 1784 
he purchased lot 42 and in 1789 lots 18, 24, and 36 of the 82 lots he and Tench Francis had offered at public sale 
in 1784, on behalf of the Commonwealth, of the former barracks ground in the Northern Liberties.37  He sold 
one of those lots in 1791, another in 1801, and a third in 1802; the disposition of the fourth lot has not been 
found.  His last known real estate investment occurred in 1798 when he acquired, for 800 silver dollars, a large 
lot on the 500 block of Pine Street, which he then divided into eight smaller lots that he sold in 1804 for a total 
of $4,776.38

 On occasion Hillegas also speculated in real property with partners, as for example the 600-acre tract he 
purchased with fellow merchant Jacob Winey in 1764 in Chester County for a total price of £2,400.  The two 
partners sold 454 acres of that tract in 1764 and 1768 for a total of £2,225; the disposition of the remaining 146 
acres is unknown.  In 1776, with merchant Matthew Clarkson and carpenter Edward Bonsall, Hillegas made 
two purchases of Northern Liberties property, including the Glass House lot on Front Street39 and eight 



groundrents; they sold the groundrents for £1,387 in 1779.  In the 1780s for £561 Hillegas and Clarkson acquired 
the other one-third share of the Glass House lot.  In 1797 Hillegas and Clarkson purchased a large water lot in 
the Northern Liberties for $800 and a groundrent of $80.  As late as 1828 Hillegas’ executors sold 22 lots and 
groundrents held as tenants in common with Clarkson, indicating that at least some of their lands had been 
split into smaller lots for sale.  Hillegas also owned land with the Reverend William Smith, the controversial 
Anglican minister.  In 1787 a tract they owned, “on the waters of Cowanshanock,” had to be resurveyed 
because of allegations that some or all of the warrants had been executed on lands not described in the 
warrants.40

 Hillegas also speculated on real estate in the frontier counties.  In the fall of 1776, for £293, he patented 21 
tracts in Bedford (now Somerset) County totaling 5,247 acres, having purchased the rights from the original 
warrant holders in January 1775.  Those tracts remained in his estate at his death; thus his executors sold 
5,117½ acres in Somerset County from 1806 through 1834 for £713 and $12,938.  In 1775 and 1776 Hillegas also 
purchased the rights to seven other warrants for another 1,600 acres to be surveyed in Bedford County.  
Somerset County was established out of the western portion of Bedford County in 1795 and to ensure his 
right to the warrants Hillegas had the purchases recorded in Somerset County in 1800, but the ultimate 
disposition of those tracts is unknown.  He also purchased another warrant for 300 acres on Middle Creek in 
1779, the disposition of which is unknown, and a tract of 310 acres in Somerset Township in 1783, which his 
executors sold in 1809 for $950.41

 In 1779 and 1780 Hillegas purchased fourteen tracts in Bedford County containing 3,999 acres and nine 
tracts in Northumberland County containing 2,770 acres for a total inflated cost of £16,075.  He was 
extremely careful in those transactions, forcing the sellers “to enter into a Bond for a large sum of money to 
procure proper conveyances for the whole of the Lands.”  The degree of care exercised by Hillegas in 
purchasing the tracts probably related to the fact that the sellers had obtained the lands from William Trent* 
(1715-1784), then engaged in wide-scale frontier land speculation despite shaky personal finances.42  Hillegas 
sold all 6,769 acres in 1780 to another prominent land speculator, Robert Morris,* for £25,388.  That same year, 
Hillegas bought four tracts containing 650 acres of land on Dunnings Creek in Bedford County, paying £1,200 
for three of the tracts.  Within months Hillegas had sold all four tracts to a French merchant for £2,112, a 
quick and hefty profit.  Despite his apparent success in Bedford County, Hillegas made only one other 
purchase in the county, a 362-acre tract he acquired in 1788.43  The disposition of that tract is unknown. 
 Hillegas also speculated in land in the less-settled parts of Pennsylvania, for which complete land records 
have not been located.  He received warrants for Northampton County land consisting of a 140-acre tract in 
1753, three tracts totaling 130 acres in 1773, and a 400-acre tract in 1792.  In 1784, along with Reuben Haines and 
Richard Wells, Hillegas advertised 9,000 acres for sale on the Lackawaxen River, 10 miles from the Delaware 
River, in what was then Northampton County, now Pike County, suggesting the existence of another large-
scale land speculation venture.  Hillegas also owed taxes in Northumberland County for unspecified lands in 
1783,44 possibly the 300 acres near the northeast branch of the Susquehanna River which he had purchased 
from the proprietors in late 1772.  He also warranted 400 acres in Westmoreland County in 1794.45

 Hillegas speculated as well in real estate outside of Pennsylvania.  In the 1760s, in company with William 
Moore,* Anthony Wayne,* and other Pennsylvanians, Hillegas had been involved in an investment in 
100,000 acres in Nova Scotia, a scheme Benjamin Franklin* aided with a timely “Letter to the Nova Scotia 
Adventurers.”  The venture was ultimately unsuccessful.  Not surprisingly, Hillegas also purchased land in 
other states.  In January 1779 he wrote to an acquaintance in Virginia asking for assistance in obtaining “a 
grant of good Lands” there in order to help him provide for his family’s future.46  By September 1779 he owned 
609 acres in Frederick County, Virginia, near Hites Mine.  He and Matthew Clarkson sought additional 
tracts there if “Surveyors of Integrity” could ensure proper title.  At his death Hillegas still owned land in 
Virginia.  In 1779 he also inquired into the possibilities of purchasing land “some where between the River 
Ohio & Lake Erie,” implying that he would be able to obtain settlers for the area.  At some point Hillegas 
obtained one share in the Ohio Company, another land speculation enterprise, which share he held at his 
death.47

 In a different sort of investment, Hillegas apparently helped to form the Lehigh Coal Mine Company 
early in 1792 to exploit an anthracite coal discovery on Summit Hill on the Lehigh River, northwest of 
Bethlehem; among his fellow shareholders were Robert Morris, John Nicholson, and William Henry.*  
Hillegas apparently served as the company’s secretary treasurer at some point, although in 1793 that position 



was held by Henry Kuhl, Hillegas’ nephew and future son-in-law.  The unchartered company floundered, 
however.  The cost of extracting and transporting the coal to potential customers proved prohibitive in an age 
of relatively ample timber supplies and tricky river navigation.  Limited demand was clearly a problem; 
Pennsylvania ironmakers did not use anthracite coal in blast furnaces until well into the nineteenth century 
because anthracite could not reach the required temperature to melt iron in the cold-blast furnaces used at 
that time.48  Yet that investment probably influenced Hillegas to become one of  the initial subscribers to the 
Lehigh Navigation Company, incorporated by the governor on 29 December 1798.49

 In 1797 Hillegas joined another ultimately unsuccessful investment scheme, the Pennsylvania Land 
Company, organized by John Nicholson.  Comprising 40,000 shares, the company was overseen by a 
stockholder-elected board of three directors that sought to sell its impressive, although heavily encumbered, 
real estate holdings.50  Hillegas and his son-in-law William Nichols, as trustees, held title to land worth more 
than $4,000,000, spread over 18 counties and the city of Philadelphia, to be conveyed to purchasers as needed.51  
The trustees also held almost half of the company’s shares in trust for Nicholson.  The extent of Hillegas’ 
share in the enterprise or the amount of compensation he received for his efforts as a member of the board of 
managers is unknown.  In any event, the venture failed, doomed by the liens on the company of Nicholson’s 
many creditors, as well as by Pennsylvania’s demand for $110,390, which had disappeared during Nicholson’s 
tenure as state comptroller general.  Nicholson perished in 1800 in debtor’s prison and Nichols may also have 
suffered financially.  In his will, Hillegas took great pains to protect the inheritance of his daughter Margaret 
Nichols from the creditors of her bankrupt husband.52

 Hillegas took time from his business and speculative ventures to involve himself in numerous civic 
enterprises, beyond his efforts on behalf of Christ Church, mentioned previously.  He subscribed £15 for the 
construction of the Freemasons’ Hall in 1754 and was among Pennsylvania Hospital’s original contributors in 
1755, for which institution he served as treasurer in 1780.  He helped to manage two fund-raising lotteries in 
1761 aimed at establishing a public school in Germantown and at benefiting the College, Academy, and 
Charitable Schools of Philadelphia.  In January 1765 he served as one of five treasurers of an informal group 
of gentlemen who, motivated by “the great distress of Numbers of the Poor through the Inclemency of the 
Season,” collected donations in the city of Philadelphia, the Northern Liberties, and Southwark for their 
relief.  From 1773 through 1776 Hillegas also served as one of three auditors appointed by the Philadelphia 
County Court of Common Pleas to settle the debts of Joseph Richardson, a horse breeder whose property had 
been seized by the sheriff.53  During the uprising in 1793 in the French colony of St. Domingue (Haiti), the 
French Society of the Friends of Liberty and Equality in Philadelphia collected money for the relief of “the 
distressed Citizens of Cape-Francois” who had been forced by that “conflagration” and by the “destruction of 
the means to subsistence . . . to seek an asylum in the United States.”  Hillegas was among those individuals 
“solicited to co-operate with the committee in raising the necessary supplies.”  Whether Hillegas participated 
in the effort, however, has not been found.  In September 1795 he was named by Governor Thomas Mifflin* 
to help superintend a lottery drawing to benefit two companies intent on opening canals between the 
Schuylkill River and the Susquehanna and Delaware rivers.54

 Concerned as well about the danger posed to urban areas by the risk of fire, Hillegas wrote to Benjamin 
Franklin in London in 1769 for information about the cost and feasibility of sheathing roofs in copper instead 
of the combustible wood shingles commonly used in Philadelphia.  In reply, Franklin sent Hillegas 
information about the use of copper and other metals for roofing houses in Europe.55  Nothing further has 
been found on the use to which Hillegas put the information, but he did serve from 1772 through 1776 as a 
director of the Philadelphia Contributionship for the Insuring of Houses from Loss by Fire.56  Remaining 
interested in fire prevention throughout his life, Hillegas endorsed a safety improvement made by Charles 
Willson Peale* in fireplaces in 1798, and at his death owned two “fire Buckets” worth 15 shillings.57

 In more intellectual pursuits, Hillegas was a member of the Library Company of Philadelphia, 
corresponding with Franklin in 1771 to obtain books for the library.  He joined in April 1768 the American 
Society for Promoting and Propagating Useful Knowledge and continued his involvement after it merged 
with the American Philosophical Society in 1769.  Hillegas also indulged in more leisurely pursuits.  He and 
Jacob Hiltzheimer* socialized together over a period of many years.  Hillegas was also a member of the 
Fishing Company of Fort St. David, located near the falls of the Schuylkill River.58

 Hillegas was elected a Philadelphia County tax assessor in 1759 and 1760; he was then elected in 1761 to a 
three-year term as county commissioner.59  In that latter office he oversaw the construction of a bridge at the 



upper end of Second Street, a civic improvement from which he benefited personally given his numerous 
investments along the northern end of that street.  His responsibilities also included overseeing the 
construction of other bridges, and the repairing of causeways, the county jail, and the workhouse.  In order to 
complete work on county projects in 1764 he and another commissioner, Joseph King,* gave their private 
bonds to the city of Philadelphia for a loan to the county of £400.  Although clearly committed to public 
service and civic duty, Hillegas apparently empathized with those individuals who found it difficult to serve 
when elected.  Thus in 1763 he and another county commissioner protested to the Assembly against the 
substantial fine of £50 imposed on anyone who refused to serve as a tax assessor.  In response, a bill was 
enacted which permitted more flexibility in the levying of fines on nonperforming assessors.  During his 
term as county commissioner, Hillegas also was one of 43 Philadelphia merchants and traders who signed an 
address welcoming John Penn to Pennsylvania as governor in November 1763.60

 In September 1765 Hillegas was named by the Assembly one of three commissioners responsible for 
collecting funds raised through a lottery for the construction of a bridge over Skippack Creek in Philadelphia 
County.  Collecting the funds and building the bridge, however, were both apparently beset by ongoing 
obstacles.  In 1771 the Assembly determined that Hillegas and his fellow commissioners had failed to fully 
execute “the trust reposed in them,” and thus they were replaced by three new commissioners.  By 1788, 
however, the bridge had still not been erected and the Assembly responded to petitions by naming yet 
another set of commissioners.61

 Hillegas launched his 11-term Assembly career on the Quaker party’s Philadelphia County ticket in the 
1765 election, a pivotal contest for that party.  In the 1764 election the proprietary party had capitalized on 
fears engendered by the Quaker party’s controversial push for the replacement of the Penn family 
proprietorship with royal government and had defeated both Franklin and Joseph Galloway,* the Quaker 
party’s leaders.  In response the Quaker party, led by Galloway (with Franklin then in England), carved out a 
position of moderate opposition to the Stamp Act and also sought to increase its own popularity among the 
German population by enlisting on the Quaker party ticket a well-respected German immigrant, Hillegas.62  
The Quaker party was triumphant in the 1765 election; Hillegas received 235 more votes than John 
Dickinson,* the most popular candidate of the proprietary ticket, and 15 more votes than Galloway, as the 
Quaker party took all eight seats for Philadelphia County.63
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1. Undocumented secondary sources disagree on the exact date of his birth.  Egle (PMHB, 11:406) and the IGI give 22 
April 1728, Whitney (Hillegas, 7), Bell, Patriot-Improvers, 2:33, and Hillegass, Genealogy, 1:37, give 22 April 1729, and an 
anonymous genealogy (Hillegas Family, 5) gives 22 May 1729.  However, support for 1729 as his year of birth is provided 
by both the Phila. Co. Orphans Court, which in Feb. 1750 stated that Hillegas was “of the Age of twenty” (PCOCEP, 
3:105), indicating that he was born in 1729 or early 1730, and by Hillegas himself, who in Feb. 1778 wrote that he was 48 
years old, indicating that, if he had been born in April or May, the year was 1729, not 1728 (MHLBk. 1 Feb. 1778).   
Moreover, the gravestone inscription for Hillegas at Christ Church states that he died “in the 76th year of his age,” 
indicating that he was 75 years old, and therefore if he was born in April or May the year date would be 1729 (Clark, 
Inscriptions, 520).  As for the day and month, the deed in which his mother relinquished to him administration of his 
father’s estate was dated 23 May 1750, suggesting that the occasion for her passing control to him was his 21st birthday the 
previous day, implying that he had been born on 22 May 1729 (PHDBk. H, 3:214).  For a portrait of Hillegas, see Bell, 
Patriot-Improvers, 2:34. 
2. RCC notes that he was buried on 30 Sept. 1804. 
3. Hillegas served jointly with George Clymer* from July 1775 to Aug. 1776 (JCC, 5:634). 
4. Hillegas was also named as treasurer when the House resolved in Nov. 1775 to emit £80,000 to support the Associators 
and in April 1776 to emit £85,000 for “the public Service” (Votes, 6:650, 724-25).  In each case he was required to give 
another £10,000 performance bond and expend the money by order of either the Committee of Safety or the Assembly. 
5. In 1796 Hillegas was reelected to the office, which had a seven-year term (SCM, 14 Oct. 1796; Statutes, 13:193-214).  
There is documentation of his activity as alderman in 1797, 1798, 1800, 1801, and 1803 (SCM, 15 April 1797; CWPD, 17 June 
1798; PD, 1800; JBFC, 13 Aug. 1801; JFP, 2:467).  On 10 Oct. 1804, 11 days after Hillegas died, Gov. Thomas McKean 
appointed Abraham Shoemaker to replace Hillegas as an alderman (PA, 9th ser., 3:2055). 



6. PADA, 1 Oct. 1804; Clark, Inscriptions, 520-21; Hillegass, Genealogy, 1:32, 37, 52-54; Burgert, Kraichgau, 168; ABPHW, 
E:36; PHDBk. H, 4:422, 14:54, I, 3:236; RCC, burials, marriages, baptisms; JHD, 23 July 1770; Whitney, Hillegas, 27, 36; 
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8. An undocumented source claims that the family lived in Alsace prior to the Palatinate (Minnich, Treasurer, 9-11); 
however, Georg Michael Hillegass was baptized in Sinsheim in the Palatinate in 1696 (Burgert, Kraichgau, 168). 
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10. MHLBk., Hillegas to Hillegas, 1 Feb. 1778; Burgert, Kraichgau, 167-68; Mueser, Hillegas, 3-4; Hillegass, Genealogy, 1:32; 
Hinke, Boehm, 32, 43, 209, 235; ABPHW, E, 36; PMHB, 11:406, 18:88; PHDBk. F, 6:391, 393, 10:263, G, 1:61, 81, 299, H, 4:422, 
9:60, 14:54, 17:507, 20:238, EF, 20:587, 590; Muhlenberg, Journals, 1:490; PAG, 29 June 1738, 27 Feb. 1750; PCOCEP, 3:117; 
Duffin, Guide to Mortgages, 45; PA, 2nd ser., 2:377, 3rd ser., 24:132; MCCOC, 4:1; Roeber, 124; Clark, Inscriptions, 520. 
11. PCOCEP, 3:105, 117; PHDBk. H, 3:214; MCCOC, 3:117, 4:1. 
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14686).  By the 1770s there were three instrument makers advertising in Phila. (PAG, 23 Aug., 20 Sept. 1770, 30 Sept. 1772). 
23. MCCOC, 4:1; Bridenbaugh, Rebels, 160; PAG, 9 Aug., 15 Nov. 1753, 13, 27 Dec. 1759, 24 April, 22 May 1760, 29 Jan., 28 
May, 27 Aug. 1761, 15 March, 22 April, 13, 28 May, 21 Oct. 1762, 5, 26 May, 13 Oct., 10 Nov., 1, 15 Dec. 1763, 5 Jan., 16 Feb., 1 
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8 June, 13 July 1769). 
28. “The Army complain,” Hillegas continued, “That they risk their Lives to obtain (inter alia) Prisoners and that 
afterward for want of care they are permitted to make their escape; If any of ours therefore should have left the Works, 
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