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Doctoring the
Profession
PhDs in landscape
architecture are on the
rise. What universities
offer these degreoes? How
will they affect the way
the discipline Is taught?
The first-ever survey

of doctoral programs
provides some answers.

BY LOLLY TAIl, FASLA

he doctor of philesophy degree
15 a relatively new phenomenon in land-
scape architecture, While the cerminal de-
gree in mast fields has been the PhD, in
landscape archstecture it has been the MLAL
More recently, however, the doctorare has
become a requirement for many teaching
jobs in kandscape architecture, too. Pursu-
ing an advanced degree demands a monu-
mental amount of mativation, perseverance,
stamina, and scnfice, but academics and
rescarchers agree that the PhD is noeded if
they are to attain an equal footing with
peers in other disciplines.

The degree was first offered in such
proneering programs as those at the Uni-
versity of Michigan (1939), Harvard Uni-
versity (1942), and the University of
Newcastle, UK (1949). During the late
1980s and 19905, PhDs in landscape ar-
chitecture began to surface in ocher insti-
tutions in the United States and abroad.
Today, while the number of programs has
grown, fewer than a dozen universities
offer PhDs in landscape architecture,
according to a study based on 85 Council
of Educators in Landscape Architecture

member institutions surveyed in 2003
with an 86 percent response rate (n « 73)

So which schools now offer PhiDs, and
how do candidares choose among them?
How will landscape archirects benefit from
the degree, and how will the degree bene-
fir the profession?

Universities Offering a PhD

in Landscape Architecture
Offerings for concentrated study vary
depending on the institution and its avail-
able expertise (see Table 1), Harvard's pro-
gram, for example, is paimarily focused on
ecological research and landscape history.,
The University of Michigan’s offerings in-
clude restoration ecology, landscape ecolo-
gy. landscape perception, urban design,

and brownfield redevelopment. The Uni.
versity of Hllinois ar Urbami-Champaign
(UIUC) focuses on history, theoey, and be.
havioral and cultural factors and offers a
broad list of concentrations, including
contemporary visaal theory as it relares
to the built environment; the history
of South Asian, Furopean, Islamic, and
Amencan landscapes; enwvironmental per-
cepticn; and the study of management of
cultural hentage sites. “One of the grear
strengths of the UIUC deparrment,” Asso-
ciate Professor Fairchild Ruggles says, “is
thar the design faculty and history/behay-
1oral faculty overlap.” Designers, hisro-
rans, and experts in natural resource man-
agement collaborate in studio reviews,
thesis committees, writing projects, and

Table 1 Universities that offer a PhD in landscape architecture

Institutioes in
North America Estab’d  Degrees Administered through
Harvard University, 1942 PID in LA Oraduste Schoot of Arts and Sclences
Cambridge, MA and DDes and Gracuate School of Design,
www ged harvard edu

University of Iincis, 2001 PnD in LA Dapartmant of Landscape Archecture and
Urbana-Champaign, IL School of Architecture, www. landanch. olue.ody
University of 193¢ PhD i LA and School of Natural Resources and
Michigan, PhD ix Natural Environment, www.sare umich.edy/
Ann Arbor, MI Resources and  prospectve-stuoentsta_phd php
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conference planning—and on
concepenalizing the future di-
rection of the department. “Most
of UTUC's PhD faculey members
hold design degrees, primarily
in eicher landscape or architec-
ture, and more than half also
hold PhDs,” Ruggles says,

In Australia, the Royal Mel-
bourne Institute of Technology
focuses on design rescarch, based
on actual projects and on cniti-
<al reflections on the history of
the profession and important

Table 2 Institutions offering PhDs with an LA “specialization”

Sehool of Rural Plaming and Deveiopment and Departiment of Land-
scipe Acchiectiore, Wi LOguep's cADACSRPD program Mml

Ceiege of Architactare, Department of Lasdscape Architeciure and

College of Architecture,

Australian designers, Texas Tech Universty, PhO n planaing,

PhD candidates atr Herior-  Lubbook, TX mgt., and design www.aroh thuedu'Architoctura/Academic_programe
Wate University in Edinburgh > SE — e e o
have specialized in history and University of Caltfomia. D withcoecentra-  Dwpariments Exvironmental Planning

P % - oftAand City and
theory of huxdscape architecture, mu rmhm uben dm' ' m“mwmmm
culoural Luxdsapes, environmen- mmw

tal percepuion, wayfinding in the
buxiscape, nnovative cesign, in-
clusive access to outdoos ervin-

ments, designing wich and for PHD with concen- Design, Consuction, and Planning, wwwarch.ofl.odu
children, expenencing foress kand- Gnhuvlo.ﬂ. ration fn LA

scapes, golf course ArChitecture,  yop e ofMaryland,  PRORubanand  Depariment of Urban asd Regicnsl Pianning and Design
rural land use and landscape College Park, MD regionsl planningand  wwiwarch.umd.edy; Depariment of LA and Natural Rescurce
planning, recreation and con- Gusign; PHD in natursl  Sciences, wr

servation in the hindscape, ecolo- Fescurce sckmces e »

£Y, environmental assessment, Univessity of Massachu regional Department of Regiosal Plansing and Landscape
and computer-arded design in nn.amzu.ln mu m':mmncﬂ;:m
landscape architectural practice, a — —— —
Henot-Watesdirector of rescarch - University of Mcntreal, v Srwiroamental

in environmental scudies Cath- Monivest Ceomde :‘w(‘;w it oo

anne Ward Thompson siys, “Re- B s ,

scarch is no¢ limited if appropoate man‘:—. PhO n urban plan- ‘Schoal of Urtan and Putiic Alfalrs, ww ulaedusups
supervisors can be sdentified.” R Y

Lincoln University at Canter-
bury, New Zealand, and the
University of Newcastle at New-

castle upon Tyne, UK, provide o E D
aress of specialization based 00 Augtrai, Ocoanis Related concentration]  Administered through
their facultes’ particulas expertise. = . = i
Pariville. Australia mental plarning WWW.ArDMT unimed.eduu
PhDs with a
Concentration in University of New South  PhD in built Faculty of the Bult Evviranment,
Although universities that offer
the PhD in landscape architecture remain  One of the interdisciplinary programs is  with landiscape architecture professors, eamn

few, they are supplemented by programs
thar allow a concencration in landscape as-
chitecture (see Table 2). Some universities
offer an incerdisciplinary PhD; ochers grane
doctorates in allied disciplines, with land-
scape design as a specialey.

at the College of Architecture and Urban
Studies at Virginia Polytechnic Institute in
Blacksburg, Virginia, which offers a PhD
in environmental design and planning
(EDP). The program embeaces mulriple dis-
ciplines, and its students, working closely

Lendicope Architeciure | 66 | NovemsEx 100

a PhD i EDP with aconcentration in land-
scape architecture, “Bottom line, you can
get a PhD in the disciplinary area of land-
scape at Virginia Tech—even though it will
be called EDP," says Dean Bork, ASLA, chair
of the landscape architecture deparement.
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The University of Massachusetts, Am-
herst,and Anzona Stace University, Temype,
both grant doctorates in regional planning
and EDP. Their programs are flexible, offer-
ing specializations in handscape architecture
under the umbrella of planning. The Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, offers PhDs
inenvirenmental planning as wellas urban
planming and design. " Berkeley's program is
not a PhD in landscape archatecture,” says
Professor Linda Jewell, FASLA. “The mayr
1s environmental design and planning with
concentrations in design, planning, histo-
ry, theory, and criticism. However, elements
of landscape architecrure have been in each
of these programs, and many of them have
focused on design as well as oa history in
architecture.”

In Canadla, the University of Guelph, On-
taro, has PhD peograms in ewo disciplines
closely related o landscape archstectuse, ge-
ography and nural studies. Cecilia Paine,
ASLA, Guelph's landscape depariment chair,
explains that her school has “studens from
many bockgrounds.” She says, “They must
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dermonstrace o gain comamundd of two disci-
plinary areas, such s economics and goog-
raphiy, o design and sociology. Their focus of
stuly must reliste in some way to sustain-
able rural commurnties,”

Australin’s University of New South
Wales “is 2 ‘one-schwool faculty,” with all of
the discipling organized into programs—
architecture, landscape architecture, plan-
ning, and bailding/construction manage-
ment, among ochers,” says Linda Cockery,
head of the faculty of built environment.
“When students joon our faculty to get a
PhD, they belong to the faculty rather than
toaspecific program, and they graduace with
a PhD in bult environmene,” she says. Sim-
slarty, at the Umaversity of Melboume, Senioe
Lecturer Ray Green says, “Seudenes enroll in
a university-wide doctoral program con-
ducted through the taculty of architecture,
buikling, and planing. So one does not gee
a PhD in kndscape architecrure.” Seudents
do, however, write a thesis on a subject qual-
ifying & landscape archotecrure.

A number of new programs are emerg-
ing. Ruggles indicates that next year the
University of Hllinos will begin a special-
ty in technology, which, she says, “in land-

(”

for: Hotels, Mal

froen m Sla Companqu .,

and mines around the world, direct from quancy
w cestomer, peosducal 1o the highest standasds. ™

scape architecture we define as watershed,
grading, sustainability, and other similar
environmental issues,” Washington Scate
University, Pullman/Spokane, received
university senate appeoval for a doctor of
design and is awaiting approval from the
state capitol. Michigan Seate University,
Eust Lansing, isdeveloping a PhD in built
environment, with specalizations in ur-
ban and regional planning, facilities man-
agement, and building and construction
management. The University of Wash-
ingron, Seartle, has just had an interdisci-
plinary PhDapproved and will be offering
it starting this year Professor lain Robert-
son, ASLA, says, "Our department pastici-
pates in the new collegewide PhD with
architecture, construction management,
and urban design and planning, but it
does not have a track specifically for land-
scape architecture.” Course offerings are
intended to cut across disciplinary and de-
partmencal boundanes, not to reinforce
them. Robertson saxd his permanent fac-
ulty includes three PhDs and one professor
who has been doing doctoral work in ur-
ban design and planning.

Insticutions such as the University of
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Table 3 Duration/cost

Institutions in
North America

University

University
of Winols

University

of Michigan
Europe, Australia,
Oceania

Heriot-Watt
University

University

University
of Newcastie

Daration of study

3 years (ODos):
6 years (PhD)

S yoars (Sewer with MLA or
master’s)
4-8 years (for residents)

Duration of study

3 years full-time equivalent;
maximum 4 years full-time

3 years ful-time (possidie 1o
study off campus for 23 of the

3 years full-ime; 5 yoars

SPECIFY

64 credits

24 unts (fewes for
students with MLA
of MArch)

€3 credits without an
MUA: 30 crecits with
a0 MLA

Not based on
Credt systemn
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4 yoars

3 years minimum

Residency

Recommended but not required: 3 months' full-
time residency at the beginaing and the end of
PhD (other perdods on campus may be requind)

10wt of 3 years

Residency *equired for full-time but not for part-time

No

2002-03 In. fout-of-
state tuition

$26.400/526,400

i:@\ '.,

$12,000/$24,500

2002-03 Internal/
international

tuition

£2,85 for UKEU
students; £8,000 for 2l
others

N2 $3,500. Internat’l
$22,000;
(approx. UE §12,000)

UKEY £2 940,
Overseas £7,620
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Minnesoa in Minpeapolis, the Stare Uni-
versity of New York ar Syracuse, Temple
University in Philadelphia, and the Univer-
sity of Georgia in Athens are building a crit-
xal mass of PhD faculty with the hope of
starting docroral programs in landscape ar-
chitecture or with a landscape architecoure
CONCETEration,

Typucally, the interdisciplinary approach
enables institutions to consolidare their re-
sources: faculty, staff, students, and facilities.
Canddates conduct independent research
withina body of knowlkedge related o land-
scape architecture, and they benefit from in-
terdisciplinasy faculty and student collab-
oration, “PhD students need cohorts, and by
pooling the studkents, we lave enough o fill
PhD-leved semanars on design theoey and re
search,” says Jon Burley, ASLA, assocute pro-
fessor at Machigan Seate Universaty.

But Universaty of Michigan's Professor
Joan Nassauer, FASLA, questions whether
doctorates in related disaplines wall ben-
efic the profession as much as Phs in
landscape architecture, “While landscape

Stonehenge

the new alternative in perimeler and sound wall fencing

Table 4

Faculty in programs

that offer pprex.
aPhDin LA :;
Inthteesn e v st

University ol Michigan 1 6 35
lppren
arber
of Phds

Institon n mo. b

Earope, Australe, Ocesnia U oma e

University of Newcastie 1 3 1

architecture can draw a great deal from -
terdisciplinary research that does not ex-
phaitly address landscape architecture,

Nassauer says, “this leaves landscape ar-
chitecture research and practice to infer its
implications for the discipline.... 1 think

.~

BN

£

7

{ L/

L

T
A

=3

'

H

4

)

!

2 g~ emm L

] ded Ll (A 4

:

yy
s,

L
YA

!
-

o

WHieN YO

landscape architecture needs the rigoroas
intellecrual self-awarcness thae comes from
rescarch within the discipline to advance
and lead inan incerdisciplinary woeld.”

Candidates: Their Motivations
Although some PhD candidates conse from
practice, more typically they come from
wademia, Thear wlamace goul is t acquire
the knowledge and skills (o conduct sub-
stugative, ongind recachand invetgstions
Ward Thompson of Herioc-Warte remarks,
“Ihere is adesire among PhD candidares for
an academic cureer or advancement in thar
career, o wo advance an employer's interest in
a problem arca. They have a desire to gain
personal qualifications that demonstrate
ability to conduct and supervise research.”’
At Lincoln University, Professor Simon
Swaifield says, “Most students were in con-
sultancy prior to enwolling in our program,
and they were prompred to pursue cheir
PhD foe a carcer change to teaching.”

“I wanted to learn about how o con-
duct research. For educators, this is be-
coming more cneical,” says Mary Myers,
ASLA, an associate professor at Temple
University and a PhD candicdate at Henot-
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Wate U

in pursuing ongial and independent

uversity, Myers is imnterostad

rescarch about road design theory
It’s a potencially rich area for land-

scape architecture professsonals. It s
my bope that my rescarch wall con-
tribute to the theory of road acsthetics,
\ll’ SAYs

Myers believes the ability w do sophis
ticated research is especially cnitical be
cause univers:tics increasangly measure
their success by the quality and quantity of
their facultics’ funded research and schol
arly publications, She says, “A PhDD moves
us in the dircction toward credible re
scarch. It \\'|l| certxindy help roadvance my
career goals.” Survey respondents agreed
that at major rescarch universities, inexpe
rience in research is a definsce hands ap

Robert Corry, assistant professor at
Guelph University, Ontano, Canada, had
been in peofessional peactice in the public
sectoe and sought a doctorate for sull an-
other reason. He says, "l chose to pursue a
PhD to expand my knowledge, particu-

larly at the boundaries of landscape archi-

tecture. The interdisciplinary nature of
landscape ecology appeals to me, and
E— ~
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sign o improve landscape architecture, |
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No. of students accepted each year
Number of students
accepted in PhD No. of studests accepted overall
programs/number
of graduates Movef stadest pradusied i I )
lnstitabons in Nerth Ames Total no. of graduates in LA
Harvard University 223 o a 6" found that a PhD program has
nade him much more ngorous
Uni of % 0 s :
versky noks =3 5 ns casoned, and messured in his ob-
University of Michigan 1 0 5 20 servations of landscapes and the
.\n"["
Institutions in Eurepe, Austrafa, Cceania Elen Deming, associate profes-
Herlot.Watt University 3 122 6 7 sor at Syracuse University, says, “1
O 3 2 waneed to .|«:m.-‘l‘l:\ the Process
Lincoln University Z 5 of rescarch-——to underseand the
T ol ; 34 2 BE ek structural relationship beeween
research and design and the in-
awr ? 3 0 0 terchange between the two, The
R PhD opened up a huge new do

main for my intellectual curosiey.” For
Deming, it was tough gecting used o be
ing a full-time student again after many
vears of being in the workforce, but she "bi
the bullet and enrolled in Harvard s docror
“The faculey

Hamvard Graduwate Schoaol of l)(\l.g_n

of design program,” she says
at the

offered a very strong history and theoey
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concentranon, I wanted to immerse mysclf

in exploring the research methods by
whach we understand the histories and the-
ories of landscape aschicecrure.”

For a landscape architect interested in
research and reaching at the universicy lev-
el, the advanced degree provides authori-
ty when applying for rescarch funds or
promocions, and it creates parity between
the landscape architect and peers in disci-
plines tor which the PhD is a requirement,
Several respondents said they lost positions
to competitors with PhDs and chat they
are now senously considenng parsuing the
degree.

Choosing PhD Programs

and Careers

Candidates select institutions based on
several Crtena: a program’s concentration
arcas, the experuse of its faculty, the dura-
uon of 1ts program and residency, and cost.
Programs with a part-time opt:on are ¢s-
pecaally attractive o professsonals i mid-
careet.
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Those searching for a PhD program
should know that, because the PhD in kand-
scape architecture s relatively new and rare,
most programs suffer from the incongruity
of having MLAs teach PhD candidates, as
Table 3 documents,

Myers says she chose Herior-Ware for
its excellent research reputation, because
her adviser’s area of expertise matched ber
academic intersses, and because the school
offers a PhD in landscape architecture/ de-
sign and independent and part-time study.
“The fact that [ could carry on my job and
do the program was very ateraceive, [ tied
my teaching with my rescarch focus, de-
vedoping a course that supported my in-
vestigation. | worked on my studies every
spare moment,” she says

Guelph University’s Corry sought an
ackdional benefic—mentocing, “1 cannot
overstate the importance of inding che
right person with whom to study,” he
says. “School reputacion, duration, tu-
inon, and location are unimportant by
comparison,”

As suggested earber, mese PhDs come
from academia and return to st “We have
one semor practitioner gang back into

indscepe Architecture

—  Your clients will want
— YOU to tell them what’s
new with Decks,
Docks, and Railings...
We Can Help!

,W,.TJ
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February 12-14, 2004, in Reno, Nevada
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and dock related products.

deck builder

source of information for the deck, dock,
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ANE

practice and one person working for a
public office/environmental authority in
lraly,” says Ward Thompson. “Otcherwise,
they are in universities in the UK, USA,
Canada, and Brazil and in private practice
consultancies in the UK and lealy.” Har-
vard University’s Mimi Truslow indicates
that the Gradksate School of Design (GSD)
has one PhD graduate employed at a re-
search institute in Switzedand, two doing
postdoctor] woek at the GSD, and three
working either ac che Natnonal Academy
of Sciences or the National Rescarch
Council,

“T'workad i practice for seven years be-
fore gomg back to grad school,... The PhD
had a profound impact on my career,” says
Robert Ryan, ASLA, assistant professor at
the Unaversity of Massachusetes, “lam saill
a landscape architece, but in academia
nstead of private practice, The PhD has
been instrumental in my currene research
work, grant writing, teaching, and advis-
ing of grad students,

Several respondents indscate they were
able to create miche areas for themselves
and develop new courses aligned with
therr arcas of experase,
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The Impact of PhDs on the Profession
Views on how the advanced degree will at-
fece the landscape architecture profession
vary, and some survey respondents assert
frankly that landscape archirecture doctos-
ates will benefit academia more than the
profession. But there 1 agreement that more
degroes will create more long-term, mean-
ingful rescarch projects run by sophusticated
teams. PhDs in landscape archicecture, it is
thought, will make the profession more
credible as a full -fledged, mature academa
discipline and will increase opportunities for
rescarch, Funded research, in cum, wall make
possible an array of practices specializing m,
for example, GIS mapping, ecologscal de-
sign, bioengineering, and computing.

A PhD program, Universaty of Machigan’s
Nassaver says, “helps to sdentify new areras
for practice and for making design and plan-
ning decisions bassd on new knowledge.”
The Univerary of Mlinoiss Ruggles believes
the PAD will enhance landscape architec-
ruse'’s starure, “especrally compared to relat-
od fields sch as architecture and phinning.”
She says, “le wall also enconrage the produc-
ron of wrirten woek of the highese intellec-

rual quality so char there will be a pesmunent

PARK PETS - PO Box 32 Pismo Beach CA 93448
wwa
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ptscom/ e-mal wloC

recoed—in the form of published books and
youmals of how Ll'k}‘l'.l;l' archueects, his-
torwans, and theonises design, manage, and
interpeet the built environment.” She adds
that more intensive ssudy of the culure, his-
tory, and ecology of world landscapes will
peocduce more environmeneally and culeur-
ally sensitive desagners,

Allan Sheaser, a recent Harvard PhD, be-
lieves the teaching of landscape architec-
ture 1s moving toward the “theoretical end
of the specerum”™; he speculaces thae this
change “mighe produce a shift m the pro-
fession in 25 years,” Most of those inter-
viewed for this artcle, however, said the
PhD in landscape architecture will create a
beteer balance in the profession between
theoey and practice and promote research
for practical application—"action”™ research
that 15 helping o solve physcal, environ-
mental, and socxetal problems. The ideal,
stys Ward Thompson, 1s “practice thae i<
infoemad by theory and thae helps chal-
lenge and develop (greanded) theoey.™ In.
\ft'.lll "" a }'"‘“'inll' V'I\\r;l“l)r l?'“('('"
theory and application in the protesaon
Ruggles cays, PhDDx are achieving a more
sophisticated understanding of how the

two relate and why we design as we do. She
asks, “What good s theory if it has no ap-
plication or if 1ts application is useless?
What good is design if 1t has no dniving
CONCEPE, NO greater meaning ?’

If undscape architecture, a young disci-
pline, wants to be equal o ather disciplines
in academia, it muse offer a research-
onented degree. The hope s that lindscape
architects who are grounded noc only In
practxe but also in the rngors of a PhD pro-
gram will be able to use research 1o ennch
and impeove practice. The relationship be-
tween practice and research is symbiotic,
The MLA and PhD can harmoniously
weave traning, ecucation, and praceice in-
toa strong, disciplined profession. LA
Lelly Tas. FASLA, 1 chair of and professor i thx
Dxpartuzent of Landicape Ardectare and Hosti-
adtzere at Tevapde Urrvervity in Andider, Pomunyd-
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Town by town, regulations are
being established to protect the
night sky. AmeriTec Lighting offers
post heads, scorces, pendants
and wal lights designed with ful
cutoff of light and glare while
providing attractive highting effects

Join AmeriTec Lighting and the
International Dark-Sky Associaton
in the quest 1o balance design and
function with sky friendly fixtures

AmeriTec Lighting
640 W. Centennial, Casa Grande, AZ 85222
800-299-7905 www AmenTeclighting com
DSsales@AmeritecLighting.com

MEET DARK SKY
REGULATIONS BY DESIGN

For informaton on AmeriTec Lighting
and its night protecting styles, visit
www AmeriTeclichting.com

For information on the Intemational
Dark-Sky Association, and how you
can help protect the night sky, visit
woww DarkSky.ocg
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